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Welcome to National Community Church! We are thrilled that you are here. We are continuing our ‘All In’ series. Turn over to I Kings Chapter 19 or follow along on the screen. Here we go
Verse 15

15 The Lord said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet.

Verse 19

19 So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. He was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen, and he himself was driving the twelfth pair. Elijah went up to him and threw his mantle around him. 20 Elisha then left his oxen and ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and mother goodbye,” he said, “and then I will come with you.”

“Go back,” Elijah replied. “What have I done to you?”

21 So Elisha left him and went back. He took his yoke of oxen and slaughtered them. He burned the plowing equipment to cook the meat and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out to follow Elijah and became his servant.
I love this set of instructions for Elijah. Three times, the Lord tells Elijah to anoint someone, two kings and a prophet. I would like to suggest that we are called to anoint the people that God has put in our path. I know that might seem strange because this seems like an ancient kind of thing and it seems very distant from our culture. But I think it will make a lot of sense in just a couple minutes.

The word ‘anoint’ means to choose a successor. It means to ceremonial confer divine or holy office upon someone. Let me bring it down to earth. I feel like 17 years ago, Dick Foth walked into my life and threw a mantle around me. I don’t know if he intended to do it, but something happened where over these 17 years, we’ve cultivated a mentorship, a friendship, and I’ve learned more from him than maybe anybody else. I would like to think that I might get a double anointing out of the deal but I’ll be honest, I’d be happy if I could be half the story teller that Dick Foth is. I would be a happy camper! I think that this story is a picture of what the kingdom of God is about. It is about Elijahs looking for Elishas, someone to throw their mantle on.  In fact, I would suggest that in the kingdom of God, success equals succession. It is looking for a successor everywhere all the time. 
Now, I can’t help but think about people in our church like John and Heidi Scanlon or David and Ann Grissle, Bailey and Denise Marks, David and Lynn Weathersby, Jim and Mary Smith, Mitch and Kim Davis, Marlin and Paula Ead, Brian and Kim [?] I could go on and on. These are people that are throwing mantles on other people in their lives and mentoring and loving and discipling and raising up the next generation. 

So let me ask you the question, who are you anointing? Who are you going out of your way with intentionality to anoint? That doesn’t mean you have to go pour a flask of oil over their head. In fact, I would recommend don’t do that! This is about us seeing ourselves for who we really are.

I love Numbers 11:29 where Moses says I wish that all the Lord’s people were prophets. 

We have campus pastors who lead our locations but everyone at each of our locations is a prophet. Your job is your pulpit. Your college, your colleagues, are your congregation. And God has raised you up to be a prophetic voice in their lives. 

This week, Joshua DuBois released a book titled The President’s Devotional. For many years, Joshua served as the Director of the Faith Based Office in the White House. Joshua and his wife Michele attend our very politically eclectic church. In fact, I officiated their wedding. Every morning while Joshua worked in the White House, he would send a short devotional thought to the President. In a sense, you could say that Joshua was the President’s prophet. I only share that because I know, most of us are like, well, we probably aren’t going to have the ear of the President. But you might have the ear of a second grader. You might have the ear of someone on the team you are coaching. You might have the ear of a roommate or a client or a fellow small group leader or a patient or a friend. Make no mistake about it, you are a prophet. It doesn’t matter what you do. 

I think about my friend Buzz Williams who coaches the men’s basketball team at Marquette and Buzz doesn’t just have 12 players on his team, he has 12 disciples. That is how he sees it. I remember a season ago, I think he said only 4 out of the 12 kids on his team knew their biological father. He is the voice of a father in their lives. He prays with them every day. The first 100 days that they are in his program, you are going to be praying with your coach and he is going to tell you that he loves you. He will be yelling at the refs too! But he is going to be discipling his team because he understands that he is a prophet. All of us are! It doesn’t matter where we are or what we are doing, we are prophets.
In the Jewish way of thinking, they did not believe that the prophetic gift was reserved for a few select individuals. Becoming prophetic was the crowning point of mental and spiritual development. In other words, the more you grow spiritually, the more prophetic you become. That doesn’t mean you go around and predict people’s future! I Corinthians 14:3 says words of comfort and strengthening and encouragement inspired by the Holy Spirit speaking into their lives. 

So like Elijah, I think we’ve got to figure who we need to anoint. Who is in our lives? Parents, it is obvious for you. You are a prophet to your children. 

Let me flip the coin. You have Elijah going around looking for who he can anoint. But then you have Elisha and I love his part of the story. Elisha was born and raised in a region of Israel known as Abel-meholah. The English translation of that Hebrew word means meadow of dancing. It was the bread basket of the Jordan River valley.  Elisha’s family ran a very productive and profitable farming operation. Most family farms would have had one pair of oxen but he had a small enterprise going on because there were 12 pairs of oxen along with the farm hands to plow them. What that tells us is that Elisha comes from wealth. He is part of a very successful family business. And it was all his to inherit. And yet, he does something so curious and we are going to zero in on this in a few minutes. He burns the plowing equipment. I think that was more than quitting a job. It was divesting himself of his share in the family. It might have been writing himself out of the family will for all I know. We tend to hedge our bets, not Elisha. What I love about this is, let’s go ahead and get rid of Plan B. If this prophet thing doesn’t work out, he’s got nothing to go back to. That strikes me as faith. That strikes me as someone who is not saying he’s going 99 percent, no, this is someone who is going all in with the call that God had placed on his life. I would suggest that Elisha was 100 percent, maybe even 200 percent committed and that’s what gave him the boldness to ask for a double portion. He wanted 200 percent of Elijah’s anointing. He was 200 percent committed and that gave him the courage to ask for it.
Did you know that during his 60 years of prophetic ministry, Elisha performed 28 miracles as recorded in Scripture? That is exactly twice as many as the 14 miracles that Elijah performed as recorded in Scripture. Is it any coincidence that Elisha does twice as many miracles as Elijah? But here’s the catch, I don’t think it is a testament to Elisha. I don’t think Elijah would have been threatened by it. Like, ‘This kid might do more miracles than me, I don’t know about that because my ranking might go down one notch on the prophetic scale.’ No, no, no, success is succession. Those 28 miracles aren’t a testament to Elisha, they are a testament to Elijah who came along and said I’m going to throw a mantle around your shoulders.  Elisha could have lived his entire life in the dancing meadow. He could have lived a comfortable life. He could have played it safe instead of stepping out in faith. He could have protected his reputation instead of risking. He could have saved his money instead of giving it. He could have plowed his fields instead of following this call that God placed on his life. But he would have forfeited 28 miracles.

See, that’s what is on the table this weekend. If you don’t burn your plows and go all in with God, and the reason why we don’t go all in is because we’ve got to hold out a little bit because we don’t want to miss out on what is happening over here, and what we fail to realize is that if we hold out, we are going to miss out on these 28 miracles that God has destined for us. So we’ve got to go all in. If we don’t hold out on God, He is not going to hold out on us.
So Elisha burned his plowing equipment. He didn’t have to do that, but in doing so, would you agree with me that he made a statement? It was pretty dramatic, this bonfire as kind of his last supper with his friends. He burned the oxen that he had used to plow the fields. This is so intriguing to me. This is a statement of faith and I mean that literally. He made a statement of faith that he is turning the page on the old chapter of his life and beginning a new chapter. He is not just buying in, he is selling out. He is going all in.

My question is, have you made your statement of faith? 

Last year, I had the privilege of speaking at a church up in Queens, New York called Christ Tabernacle. It’s a plant of Brooklyn Tabernacle. Wonderful pastor, Michael and Maria, and Lora and I had coffee with them beforehand and they shared a little bit of their testimony and it is pretty crazy. Their spiritual journey began with a rather dramatic conversion experience. In their 20s, Michael and Maria were about as far from God as you can get. In fact, they mocked anything remotely religious. They were living together, living from drug fix to drug fix. Then one day, Maria mysteriously came under the conviction of the Holy Spirit. She wasn’t in church. She wasn’t reading a Bible. She was in a hotel room on vacation with Michael and it just came out of nowhere. What she didn’t know until she returned home was that a group of her friends had gotten saved while she was away and began to pray for Maria and somehow long distance God answered that prayer and she just came under that conviction and she got right with God. It took Michael a little bit longer but when they returned to New York, Michael and Maria stopped sleeping together and started going to church together. After making a decision to follow Christ, Michael then knew he needed to divorce himself from his past. So here’s what he did. He took all his drug paraphernalia, all of his magazines and videos, anything that was a vestige of his old self and one by one, he dropped them down the incinerator shoot in their New York City apartment building. He burned the plowing equipment. That is a statement of faith. 
Make no mistake about it, we are saved by grace through faith. This isn't about coming up with some unique, creative, cool way to make a statement. It is all God’s grace. But I do believe we need to make a statement of faith. Look at Scripture and you’ll see it. Do you remember the tax collector who put his faith in Christ? What did he do? He had been cheating people his whole career. He gave half of his possessions to the poor. That isn’t what saved him but it was a statement of faith. It was evidence of some transformation that had happened in his heart and then he offered to pay back four times as much to anyone that he had cheated. This is so great because before he met Jesus, money was his god. So it makes sense that his statement would involve finances. Remember the prostitute who anointed Jesus. She crashed the party at a Pharisee’s home and she broke open an alabaster jar of perfume and anoints, isn’t that interesting, the feet of Jesus. That alabaster jar of perfume, this was not some watered down knock off perfume. This was pure nard, a perennial herb that is harvested in the Himalayas, half a liter of it and the jar itself was probably made of genuine, semi-transparent gemstones. It was probably a family heirloom. It might have even been her dowry. What I’m saying is this, that alabaster jar represented her past guilt and her future hope. It represented both her professional identity as a prostitute and her financial security. This was her most precious possession. How ironic yet how appropriate that the perfume used in her profession as a prostitute would be the token of her profession of faith as she poured out every last drop at the feet of Jesus. That is a statement of faith.
One last one, what about those who practiced sorcery in the books of Acts and realized that might not be a good thing to continue to do after you put your faith in Christ. So they burned their scrolls publicly. Another bonfire, if you will, instead of oxen, their scrolls. What is amazing to me, the cumulative value of these scrolls was estimated at 50,000 drachmas. The Bible records how much they were worth. A drachma was a silver coin worth a day’s wages. Track with me for a minute. This is 138 years of wages. They could have sold these scrolls and pocketed the money but they would have been selling their souls. So instead, they made, by my calculations, a $3,739,972.50 statement of faith.
Have you made a statement of faith? I’m not talking about just putting a period at the end of a sentence. I’m talking about an exclamation point. Have you gone all in? What risk do you need to take? What sacrifice do you need to make? What is that plowing equipment that you might need to burn? Something good but to step into the best that God has for you.  9 times out of 10 I’m convinced that failure is resorting to Plan B with Plan A gets too risky, too costly or too difficult. Most people I know are living Plan B because they haven’t burned the plowing equipment. They haven’t made that defining decision that doesn’t allow them to go back to whatever it was that was holding them back.  

It is tough to rank the prophets, but let’s imagine an ancient fantasy league of prophets, fantasy prophets, if you will. Elisha would be a first round pick. By definition, every miracle is miraculous but Elisha gets extra credit for making an iron axe head float. That is just so cool!  Parting the Jordan River, come on! And of course, raising a boy from the dead. Serious fantasy points! So why did God give Elisha this double portion, this double anointing? I don’t know about you but I want that. And this is certainly not something for pastors. You read I John Chapter 2. I don’t care what you do, God wants to anoint you. I’ve probably said this before, if I’m going in for surgery, I want a surgeon who is anointed by God. I want one who has been to med school too! But I want a surgeon who is anointed by God. If I have a lawyer, I want a lawyer who is anointed by God. I want a teacher for my kids that is anointed by God. The anointing is for everybody for everything. I believe there is a writing anointing. I believe there is an entrepreneurial anointing. I believe if you are doing what you are doing to glorify God, it is an anointing to write briefs or write legislation or write anything else. God wants to anoint you to do what you do.

So how did Elisha get this double anointing? Well for starters, he asked for it. But let me talk about something else. Don’t miss the last verse. It says he set out to follow Elijah and became his what? His assistant. Ok, this seems so glamorous but what is really happening here is a demotion. He is going from the CEO of Elisha Farms Inc. to an unpaid internship with an itinerate prophet named Elijah, who, by the way, is suffering from severe depression. That’s going to be a great working relationship! In one day, he goes from the very top of the totem pole to the very bottom. He went from calling the shots to making coffee and making copies. As an intern, he got the jobs no one else wanted to do. But if you do the job no one wants, you might actually get the job that everybody wants. But you have to be willing to climb the ladder, starting with the very bottom rung.
Listen, every black belt was once a white belt. Every concert pianist started out with scales. Every PhD went to kindergarten. You’ve got to be willing to go back to the beginning, to humble yourself. It is about teach-ability and availability. That is what God’s looking for. And if you aren’t willing to begin at the beginning, God can’t use you. You have to be willing to leave the seat of honor and take the lowest place at the table. You’ve got to be willing to be demoted from first to last because that is the very example that Jesus Christ set for us, who being in very nature God did not consider equality with God something to be grasped. In other words, to be held onto but became a servant of all, not afraid of putting a towel around his waist and washing feet, a job that was reserved for the lowest of servants in that culture.

Are you willing to start over again? Are you willing to leave your job or empty your savings account or go back to school or give someone a second chance or make a move? It is going to involve some kind of decision that is not easy to make. 

Let me bring it close to home. We are blessed with an amazing team at National Community Church. And Heather Zempel is such a wonderful part of that team. She leads our discipleship team here at NCC and is part of our teaching team. Beyond blessing us at NCC, she has a voice in discipleship world in the church at large, a wonderful communicator and published author and honestly, I’ve never met anybody who is more passionate about spiritual formation or anybody who has more fun doing it. Let me rewind. About 10 years ago, Heather was working on Capitol Hill for a United States Senator. She was using her Environmental Engineering degree working on environmental policy and honestly loving every minute of it. And that’s when, I hate to put myself in the place of Elijah but I threw a mantle around her shoulders because I saw something in Heather. I knew she had a leadership gift that God could leverage in a local church like NCC and use in a tremendous way. So I made an offer she couldn’t refuse, longer hours for less pay and no office. And she accepted! She was willing to leave whatever prestige and perks there might be working on Capitol Hill and start all over again, literally not even getting paid full time to do full time work. But she burned her plows and it was an all in moment for Heather. At the time, we only had two small groups but over the past decade, she has raised up hundreds of leaders who create small group environments where spiritual formation happens. She has engineered our free market system of small groups that meet seven days a week all over the D.C. metro area. And I would dare say that God has given Heather a prophetic voice. But it started with a moment where she made a decision to go all in. That’s how every success story begins in the kingdom of God and by success, I simply mean stewardship, doing the best you can with what you have where you are, using the gifts God has given you for kingdom purposes. And in God’s upside down kingdom, a step down is a step up.  If you are willing to be demoted in the eyes of man, then you are ready to be promoted by God Himself.

Let me be careful, this is one of those messages where I better say it is not about quitting your job. It is not about changing jobs. It is certainly not about changing spouses. It is not changing circumstances, it is about changing you. What changes need to happen in you to be ready for what it is that God wants to do in your life and I’m going to flip it because I don’t always like using full time ministry as the example of what you should step into. So let me play the other side as well. Several years ago, I spoke at a memorial service for an NCCer named Jaonna Beal. She passed much younger, I think she was in her early 40s, and this memorial service was held in the Caucus Room in the Russell Senate office building and packed with people who came to pay their respects. Now, I couldn’t help, this is one of the most important rooms where a lot of important people and a lot of important decisions have been made. And here we are and Jaonna had no rank. In fact, she was an administrative assistant in charge of constituent correspondence for 14 years in her Senate office building. She didn’t have power or position but that room was packed with people who were touched in big ways and small ways by her. She baked cookies and when needed, sewed buttons, and would bring breakfast occasionally and would show the interns the ropes and she did it all in the name of Jesus. She was a prophet and I think everybody who knew her would tell you that very same thing. 
There are moments in our lives where we have to make defining decisions and those defining decisions define our lives. The good news, you are only one decision away from a totally different life. The challenge is it is probably going to be one of the toughest, one of the most painful decisions you ever make. But if you have the courage to make that decision, it can change your life forever.

One last little thought, Elisha burned his plowing equipment, used it as kindling to in a sense bar-b-que his oxen. It was his last supper. He said goodbye to his old way of life by throwing a party and inviting his friends. They shared a meal. They shared stories, probably into the early morning hours, but that bonfire was one of the most meaningful and memorable nights of his life because it symbolized the old Elisha that was now gone and the new Elisha that had arrived on the scene. It was the end of Elisha the farmer and the beginning of Elisha the prophet.  

The symbolism is pretty amazing to me. Elisha literally cooked his old way of life and then ate it for dinner. I don’t want to take this analogy too far but after digesting his old way of life, he got it out of his system. He eliminated the possibility of going back to farming. He made a statement of faith.

I don’t know where you are at in your spiritual journey but let me just say this from my heart as we prepare to celebrate communion. Maybe you have no idea why you are here this weekend or maybe you’ve been coming for a while and are trying to gauge what this thing is about. We are a church that honors the process and we want to have the kind of environment where you can come and seek God and be loved in the process and feel like this is a place where you can ask hard questions. This isn’t a place where we are going to give you all the answers because we don’t have all the answers. But I do know that there comes a moment where you have to make a decision. The Bible says that today is the day of salvation. In other words, today is what God has given to us. I would challenge those of you who have never done so to consider making a statement of faith this weekend. It is as simple as confessing our sin and professing our faith in the Lordship of Jesus Christ. If that is you this weekend, I’m going to pray a prayer this weekend and I want to invite you, you don’t have to pray it out loud, but if you want to, you can pray it with me as I lead us.

Lord Jesus, we come before You in these moments and we freely confess our sin. We have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Lord we are so well aware of our mistakes and they have accumulated but I thank You Lord Jesus that You came not to just forgive but to forget, to set us free from our sin so that in the moment we confess our sin to You, it is nailed to the cross and the debt of sin is paid in full. Lord we thank You for going to the cross for us, for paying the penalty for our sin. We thank You for your resurrection from the dead, winning a victory not just over sin but over death and we thank You that we can be in right relationship with You because of the sacrifice that You made. So right here, right now, we put our full faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and we thank You for your grace and we put our faith in what You have done for us completely and we surrender our lives to your Lordship, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

I want to thank you for praying that pray, many of you, and some of you for the first time. I’m going to invite our ushers to come and we are going to celebrate communion and this is awesome because we just felt like this is a series where we want every week to end at the foot of the cross. That is where we go back to. It symbolizes that Jesus Christ was all in with us and it is our opportunity to go all in with Him. If you are a guest, you are invited to celebrate with us. The bread and the cup represent the body and the blood of Jesus Christ which was sacrificed for us. If you’ve come to a place in your life where you put your faith in Christ, you have a seat at the table and we want to invite you to take those elements and then hold them and once everybody has been served, I will come back after we worship and I will lead us in a time of communion together. Let me invite you to stand and then let’s worship the Lord.  
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