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Welcome to National Community Church. It is a joy to be together this weekend. I don’t know what is going to be served at the marriage supper of the lamb but I think it is going to be deep fried! Based on our turkey, it is much better deep fried! I can’t wait for heaven! I hope you had a great Thanksgiving. A lot of our church family travels but I also know that we have family and out of town guests that come, so a special welcome to everyone at all eight of our campuses. You are here on the last week of our mission series titled Dream.
Turn to Philippians 2 and we will get there in just a minute. Our family started a little tradition last Thanksgiving. My father-in-law died 18 years ago and we miss him and I miss his preaching and I miss his voice. So last year, we got one of those old cassette tapes and we popped it into a player. A 1977 sermon and it was spot on! Timeless. So we did it again and it was a 1996 message and it was awesome. It is good for me as his son-in-law but I think even for the grandkids, some who have never met their grandfather, to hear his preaching was wonderful. So he told a story about Bruce Olson. Bruce Olson was a missionary from Minnesota to South America. In 1960 he went and it started in a series much like this series. There was a guest missionary from New Guinea who came and spoke and at the end of the message challenged everybody there not to just put money in the offering but to put themselves in the offering, not just to give but to go. So a 16 year old Bruce Olson feels this calling to go as a missionary to South America. So three years later at the age of 19, he bought a ticket to Venezuela. He cannot find a mission board to sponsor him because he was 19. Oh, and he didn’t speak Spanish. And he had $70. We don’t sent people like that but sometimes God calls people like that. So he went and shortly after arriving heard about the Motilone Indians who lived on the border of Venezuela and Columbia and had virtually no contact with the outside world. Very primitive tribe but they had a prophecy that one day as tall man with yellow hair would come with a banana stalk and God would come out of that banana stalk. And Bruce definitely fit the description. The second half of the prophecy, God coming out of a banana stalk, that was a little bit of a mystery and I will come back to that later.
So Bruce made his way through the jungle trying to find this tribe and instead of a warm welcome, he was shot through the thigh with an arrow. By the way, my mother-in-law has several Motilone arrows that were a gift from Bruce Olson to her and my father-in-law several decades ago when he came and visited the church that they pastored. So he was shot through the thigh and he leg got infected and they held him captive and about a month later, he was sicker than sick and weaker than weak, but on a moonlit night, he escaped and walked four days without food through the jungle and we eventually nursed back to health after being arrested under suspicion of being a communist but that’s another story. So what did Bruce do next? After he got his health back, he returned to the Motilone Indians and spent the next 38 years with them. And that is parabouleuomai and that is what I want to talk about today. 
It is a Greek word that is in the text that we are going to look at in Philippians 2:25. I invite you to stand as we read Scripture. 

25 Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need; 26 since he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 27 For indeed he was sick almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.28 Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful. 29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and honor people like him; 30 because for the work of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life, to supply what was lacking in your service toward me.
It says he risked his life for Paul and he risked his life for het gospel. It is the Greek word parabouleuomai.  It is the word risk. I want to focus on that one word and that one verse but I have to back up a little bit because I think the first half of Philippians 2 sets the stage for what I want to talk about. Can I suggest that it is not just what you say but the tone in which you say it? It is not just what you do but the spirit in which you do it. And these first few verses in Philippians set the tone. I think it is where mission starts. In verse 3, Paul says

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
Last Sunday night, I went to the Redskins Packers game with the Packers chaplin, Troy Murphy, and an Anglican priest named John Dickson. John is a PhD and wrote a history of humility called Humilitas. A brilliant book, worth the read, presents a pretty simple thesis. He says the most influential and inspiring people are often marked by humility. Would you agree? In fact, this just makes sense to us. We have people like Jim Collins writing about level five leaders that humility is the common denominator. But it was not always this way. In fact, up until the 1st Century, until Paul penned these words, humility was not really a virtue held in high esteem. In the 6th Century, the Greek encoded their ethics, 147 ethical statements and some of them are spot on. Good stuff. Practice prudence. Honor good people. Return a favor. Respect your elders. But do you know what is conspicuously missing? Humility. Not one mention of humility in 147 moral maxims. 

Enter Jesus. Jesus comes on the scene and says take my yoke upon you and learn from Me for I am gentle and humble in heart. He turned everything upside down. He said the first will be last. He redefined greatness. The greatest among you is the servant of all. And then He started this humility revolution. He said God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble. So humble yourselves so that in due time God can lift you up. Simply put, let’s operate in a spirit of humility. 
I think this words anywhere. I think it works in academics. I think it works in athletics. I think it works in politics. I think it works anywhere. C.S. Lewis said that humility isn’t thinking less of yourself, it is thinking of yourself less. I might flip that coin and say that it is thinking of others more. So John Dickson said in his book that humility is more about how I treat others than how I think about myself. This is interesting because I don’t know that is my first thought but let me drill down on it a little bit.

When I started out at the University of Chicago, I was a perl major, politics, economics, rhetoric and law. I studied there for a year and a half before I felt the call to full time ministry and transferred. So I’m saying is I know enough about those four subjects to be dangerous. I am not an economist but I know that there are four basic valuation methods. There is discounted cash flow analysis, which helps you figure out the net present value of a company. If you are looking to do an acquisition or a merger, there is comparable transaction method. There are multiples method. If you invest in the stock market, you probably looked at price to earnings or pe ratio. Then there is market valuation, which takes supply and demand into account. So four basic valuation methods. In the kingdom of God, let me suggest that there are two basic valuation methods. There is the creation valuation and then there is a redemption valuation. Let me explain what these are. Genesis 1:26 says that you are created in the image of God. That makes you invaluable and irreplaceable. There never has been and never will be anyone like you. That isn’t a testament to you, it is a testament to the God who created you.
But there is a value because you are created in the image of God. That is the first valuation. The second valuation is redemptive. The value of something is really based on what someone is willing to pay for it. God was willing to pay for your redemption. For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son that whosever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life. You are worth the cross to Christ. God put such a high valuation on you that He was willing to send his Son to die in your place.

Here’s what I think. I think that makes you invaluable times two. I think humility is how we value others. I think some of us, we assess people based on their belief system or maybe their sin or lack thereof and we take a measure of them. But I think when you measure someone by their sin, you are devaluing them as opposed to measuring them as someone who was created in the image of God. I think humility is appreciating the image of God in everyone. I think humility is appreciating that Christ died for them and that doesn’t give me a right to treat them any less.

Let me take it one step further because I wonder if we live in a culture that has confused tolerance and humility. Tolerance is this idea that I am right and you are right and everybody is right. I think that is wrong. Because what you end up with is moral relativism and that is a dead end. I think humility is an entirely different thing. I think it is not lessening in your moral conviction that what you believe is right or wrong or your faith, but it is still operating in a way that enables you to love people who don’t believe the way that you do or might not behave the way you approve of. John Dickson gets into this mix and he says, ‘We have forgotten how to flex two mental muscles at the same time, the muscle of moral conviction and the muscle of compassion to all regardless of their morality. And what you end up with is a narrow-minded logic that can only love those whose lives you approve of.’ Humility is the ability to show compassion beyond the borders of your moral convictions. In other words, loving people who aren’t like you. It is loving people you might not even like but you’ve got to love them.

One last little thought on this. I believe that Jesus is the Son of god. The Bible says He is the way, the truth and the life and no one comes unto the Father but by Him. There is no other name under heaven given unto man by which we must be saved. I believe that. There isn’t any other religion that believes that. If they did, they would be practicing what we believe. So we can’t both be right, right? So I think sometimes tolerance leads to this place where no one really believes anything anymore. I believe what I believe but because I believe what I believe, I’m going to love those who don’t believe what I believe. 
I think that is where operating in the spirit of humility, if you are going to be on mission, people are going to pick up on this in a nano-second. You start treating people like someone who was made in the image of God, like someone who Christ died for, and it changes the game. 

I want to challenge us as a church to treat people like they are invaluable times two.

Let’s drop down to verse 25.

It says that Epaphroditus risked his life for Paul. Parabouleuomai means to expose oneself to danger. It means to risk one’s life. But my favorite definition, and I think it comes pretty close to the origin language here, it means to play the gambler. When was the last time you risked something for your faith? I know what you are thinking, oh man, here we go, now I know where this message is going, I’m going to walk out feeling worse than when I walked in. No, that’s not how we operate as a church. We don’t look backwards and we don’t send people on guilt trips. We walk into the future with a clear assessment of where we are at and I will be the first person to say I wonder if I maybe need to take a few more risks for the cause of Christ. But let me give you some good news too. I think some of you are taking risks that you aren’t even aware of. When you tithe, it is giving the first 10 percent of your income back to God. I would suggest you are playing the gambler. You are betting 10 percent that God can do more with 90 percent than you can do with 100 percent. What you are doing is you are saying I’m going to place my bet on Luke 6:38

38 Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”

I’m going to bet on this promise in Scripture. It is a risk. But I think that is what God calls us to. 

If you have been on one of our mission trips, you just risked one week’s vacation! And you spent your own money to do it. I think that is huge and I want to say thanks. Last year it was something like 260 some people risked a week of their life to love people and to share the love of Christ and to serve others. I think it is awesome. So this word, parabouleuomai, is a word but it is more than a word so stick with me because I want to give you a little bit of church history. But to do that, let me explain it. I just finished Shoe Dog, Phil Knight’s Memoir. I remember I was about six years old and I think it was a blue light special and I asked my parents for a pair of Nike. I didn’t know how to pronounce it but the truth is it is really “neekaa” in the Greek language and it appears once in the Bible. I John 5:4
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world.

And it means overcome. We are overcomers! We are Nikes! Then that word is used in Romans 8, more than conquerors. It is hyper conquer but it is that same root word. So it was a word in the Bible but in 1971 it became a brand name, one of the most recognizable logos in the world and now a 94 billion dollar company. What I’m saying is a word can become more than a word. It can become a movement or it can become a brand. It can become something that is bigger than itself. Parabouleuomai is one of those words that did just that. Epaphroditus is only mentioned one time in the Bible but he made it into the Bible. But did you know that that word and the example he set became a religious order called the Parabouleuoni and they were known for caring for the sick and burying the dead. There is some historic uncertainty but when the plague broke out in Carthage in 252 AD, it was the Parabouleuoni who risked their lives to bury the dead, thereby containing the epidemic and probably saving the city from complete devastation. They were the risk takers. They risked their lives by exposing themselves to the danger of this disease. One other manifestation was this. The Parabouleuomi served as bishops when Christians were being martyred right and left. 
Here’s my point. Epaphroditus probably had no idea when he went to help Paul that, one, he would have a near death experience; but he was willing to go and care for his needs and just do what he could, just be someone who would make a difference. He served Paul and he risked his life and Paul said honor people like him. I don’t know when or where or how Epaphroditus died, but he lives, he dies and here’s the thing, he lives on. He lives on in a movement that he inspired in those who would look beyond their own needs and their own cares and they would begin to expose themselves to danger and with the love of Christ, care for the needs of those around them.

Let me give you an example of this. I think 126, 394,680 votes were cast in the last election. If trends hold true, more women voted than men. 2008 election, I think 10 million more women voted. In 2012, it was 53 percent of voters were women. When I was 10 years old, our family put an in ground pool in our backyard and when we were done, I remember it was the same year that the Susan B. Anthony coins came out. And I don’t know why but we put two Susan B. Anthony coins in the cement, one face up and one face down, and this is embarrassing but that is all I knew about Susan B. Anthony until this week. Someone sent me a book and I actually read it. What a woman! Whew! She didn’t just fight for suffrage for the right for women to vote. Women weren’t able to get the same kind of education and certainly weren’t getting the same pay and didn’t have the same opportunity or privilege. In the 1900 census there were 208 women lawyers in America. We might have 208 women lawyers at NCC! So her 86th birthday, she had fought for the right for women to vote for 50 years and she came to DC to celebrate her birthday over at The Church of our Fathers over at 13th and L Street and she gave her very last public speech right before she went home and died. Here is what she said:
There have been others also just as true and devoted to the cause, I wish I could name everyone, but with such woman consecrating their lives, failure is impossible. 

Her last three public words, failure is impossible. Sure enough, 14 years later, the 19th Amendment finally passed the Senate and women were given the right to vote. I want you to listen to what Anna Howard Shaw, one of the first credentialed women in America, who delivered the final eulogy at Susan B. Anthony’s funeral, said. “There is no death for such as she.  She lives on in everyone woman who casts a vote.” 

When she died, the mission was not accomplished, but she had faith that failure was impossible and that women in our culture would be elevated. And sure enough, if you are a woman and you cast a vote in this last election, you might owe a little thank you to someone who had a coin named after them. 

My point, you don’t die when you die. No one does. You live on in the lives that you leave behind. And I believe that you live on for eternity if you are a follower of Christ. Not just eternal life when we cross the space time continuum and enter a dimension that the Bible calls heaven, which is going to be awesome! But also as long as human history continues, you can make a difference. There are Epaphroditus’s in this congregation that God wants to raise up to make a difference, and He is already doing it. I will tell you about some of them in a minute but let me go back to Bruce Olson. Bruce went back to the Indians and spent the next 38 years of his life as a part of that tribe. Let’s be honest, there are a lot of missionaries in Christian history who have gone in and not honored indigenous culture, but Bruce Olson was not one of them. He learned their language and he learned their culture and to me, that is an example of humility. He operated in a spirit of humility. He helped them with their agricultural practices, built health centers and school buildings, helped them establish a written language as a culture. So? The tribe didn’t have doctors, they had witch doctors, and they were highly respected. He knew that he couldn’t just go in and just disavow the most highly respected members of this culture. So here is what he did. One day, an outbreak of pink eye happened and what Bruce did is he went up to someone with a pretty severe case and touched his eyes and wiped his tears and then wiped it on his eyes. So he infected himself, he got pink eye, and then he went to the witch doctor and gave her the antibiotic ointment that he had and said why don’t you apply this to my eyes and let’s see what happens. Well, a few days later, his pink eye was gone and the witch doctor thought it might be a good idea to begin doing that with everybody in the tribe. That is incarnation. I think that is operating in a spirit of humility. 
Now, remember the prophecy, a tall man, yellow hair would come with a banana stalk, God is going to come out of the banana stalk. The people often saw Bruce reading his Bible but they didn’t have a written language so they didn’t even have a category for what he was doing. They were talking about that prophecy one day and as they were discussing it, one of them cut off a banana stalk and tossed it on the ground and one of the Indians accidently cut it with his machete cutting it open and when he did it kind of splayed and separated like the pages of a book. And Bruce yells, ‘Book, book!’ And then he grabbed his Bible and said, ‘This is God’s banana stalk!’ At first, they had a hard time understanding that but when he explained that is was the Word of God, one of them started ripping pages out and eating them because he thought that was how he could get God inside him. Bruce would say that God speaks through the Bible and one of them grabbed the Bible and held it up to his ear and said he couldn’t hear God. So it took tremendous patience but here’s what he did. He figured that probably he couldn’t just win everybody at the same time, what if he just tried to win his best friend, one of those Indians became a pact brother like blood brothers and Bruce patiently would explain the gospel to him and finally one day, this Indian said he wanted to walk the Jesus trail. That is how he described following Christ. Bruce tried to figure out how to explain what that involved and finally came up with this metaphor. The most sacred celebration in their culture is the Festival of Arrows. They climb into high-strung hammocks way up in the trees and then they begin to sing their song. They have been known to sing for 10 hours straight. Singing was part of their culture and they did it in these hammocks strung between trees. When Bruce was first introduced to that festival, he said he would sing if he could keep one foot in the hammock and one foot on the ground because he wasn’t so certain about that hammock holding his 6’4 frame. His friend laughed at him and told him he had to have both feet in the hammock, you have to be suspended. Well, as Bruce reminded his friend of that moment, his friend realized what he was saying and went and took a long walk and came back the next day and said, ‘I want to try my hammock strings into Jesus Christ.’ 
It is hard to measure this but the most conservative estimates I’ve heard are that 70 percent of that tribe walk the Jesus trail today. Why? Because of one Parabouleuomai who risked his life and exposed himself to danger. He didn’t have a mission board supporting him. He had 70 bucks to his name but believed that God had called him to operate in a spirit of humility and to risk his life and to share the good news of the gospel.
This weekend I want to challenge you to tie your hammock strings to Christ, to put your full faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. I don’t’ have time to go into depth but I want to say that we’ve got some risk takers. We’ve got some Parabouleuomais in our congregation. I think of Brad and Katherine Eads who started a dream center in a rural part of Indiana because of a heart for that part of our country. I think of Tim Underwood who went on the homeless challenge and then came up with this idea, he noticed that his homeless friends phones and he wondered if a text message service could be a good way to communicate and the next thing you know, our DC government and service providers are using what Tim developed. And then there is Amy and Adam Hammonds at our EchoStage campus who fostered a beautiful little baby and then helped to give that baby back to his mother and in the process are now godparents, so that relationship continues. Allen Edmonson at Potomac Yard started serving at Bethany House and now serves on their board. That is just the tip of the iceberg. There are so many people who are doing things that most of us are totally unaware of but I want to tell you they are making a difference.

So I want to challenge everyone this weekend to do two things. One, here we are at the end of this series, you’ve been getting this connection card the entire series and I want to challenge you to put yourself in the offering. How can you get involved? How can you serve? I know you have a passion to make a difference. Sometimes we just sit back and watch the news and get more and more frustrated. Why don’t we step in a make a difference? We have so many different kingdom causes that we are involved in. Even if you go to our website, there are so many opportunities to get involved.  Would you just take this and prayerfully ask God where He wants you to play the gambler.

Finally, I want to share some good news. At last count, as we try to raise $615,000 to top off our Dream Center, I believe that we are over $500,000. So we are almost there. I want to thank hundreds of people who have made or pledge and made a gift. I want to say a huge thank you. If you have not, I want to give you the opportunity to do that. And you will find the pledge card right here. Would you prayerfully consider being part of what God is going to do? I believe God is going to bless us in proportion to how we care for the poor in our city and He is going to honor what we are doing and we are going to make a difference in a part of our city that desperately needs it. 
I invite our ushers to come as I pray and as we prepare to worship God with our giving. 

Lord, I thank You for your goodness and for your provision. Every good and perfect gift comes from You. Lord we recognize that and Lord we want to give back a portion to what You have given to us. I know that your Word says that You love a cheerful giver. God I pray that none of us would give out of any kind of extrinsic pressure but out of the love that You have put in our hearts and a desire to make a difference, that Lord You would help us to do just that. Would You bless these gifts and givers in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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