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In Luke Chapter 3 Jesus is baptized in water and the Holy Spirit descends on Him like a dove and He is filled with the Holy Spirit. And then we go into Chapter 4 and the Scriptures say that full of the spirit, Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness and for 40 days and 40 nights He fasts and prays. And then he comes out of the wilderness and the Scriptures say in Luke 4:14 that He goes to Galilee and that He is full of the power of the Spirit. Then He steps into the synagogue at that point and He stands up and He is given a scroll that was written by the prophet Isaiah that says this in Luke 4:18-19
The Spirit of the Lord is on me because He has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind and to set the oppressed free and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.

And in this moment right here, Jesus’ public ministry explodes onto the scene and He begins to heal people and He begins to call people out and to call people to repentance and call them to salvation and everybody that crosses Jesus’ path is affected by the love within Him and the Spirit coming out of Him.

The first 30 years of Jesus’ life and ministry, we don’t know much about. And it is interesting because for some reason, Jesus didn’t operate in the same tone or the same power prior to this moment in time. It seems that He was following God and that He was leading a good and a righteous life. But we don’t know much about what happened. But for some reason, God decides in this moment in history, right then and there, things would explode and blow up and Jesus will be used.  Now, what is the one defining, unique variable that we see at this point in Scripture right here? It is the Spirit of God. It is the Spirit of God. And Jesus doesn’t just tell us what to do. He shows us. He models for us how to walk with the Spirit.
I can’t talk about the Holy Spirit without sharing personal testimony. I can’t help it because I grew up with a healthy respect for God. I had a healthy fear of God. Some of that came through my dad’s hand, if you know what I mean. Growing up, in my church tradition, we weren’t allowed to go to the movie theater. We weren’t allowed to see R rated movies. We were in a pretty strict environment growing up. But there were no restrictions or any filter on the Spirit realm. So the scariest book for me was the book called the Bible. Are you kidding me? This stuff can happen to us? Look at these stories! They are unbelievable! I would read it at nighttime and I was never afraid of burglars coming into my house, I was afraid of demons! I graduated from nursery into kid’s class and it was like, OK Joel, you are three years old, it is time to get your life right with the Lord. Am I the only one? You know how in the Old Testament, there are God fearers? Then there are the holy remnants and I think for the first 18 years of my life, I was a God fearer. I was in that camp because I wanted to be a good person, I feared God. I believed in God and I wanted to do good things, but I didn’t experience and I didn’t live the fullness of the Spirit in my life.  So, fast forward into college and I started to have this crisis of faith. I didn’t know if God was real. I didn’t know if this was just my parents’ faith passed along to me or if this was mine. So I started to seek and I started to search out the Spirit of God. And I began to get up early and I would pray and I would skip lunch to study the Scriptures. And before bed I would seek the Lord some more and I began to go hard after God. But right alongside that was this building crescendo of frustration in my spirit because I wanted to experience God. I wanted so badly to have some sort of confirmation that God was real to me. I came to this point, I wonder if you can relate to this, I was praying to God in an 8 x 10 room and I was asking for some sort of  confirmation and it just felt like in that moment I was just praying to a wall in front of me. God, speak to me! And all I could hear was the toilet flush next door. I was so frustrated before the Lord. I was trying. I was doing everything I could to go after God and there was nothing. And I remember being so upset in that moment, I got up and I took my Bible, it was a big Bible, and I threw it as hard as I could against the wall and then I yelled a yell of frustration and then I stepped back and waited for lightening to strike me down! Or a demon to come through the door. Then I sat down, so frustrated I couldn’t even express my emotions. And as I was sitting there, my memory was jogged to look back and think about all the times I started and then stopped; times I sprinted towards God and then retreated. I began to realize this was the motion of my life and my faith, that I lived a roller coaster faith seeking God and that I had never truly gone after God with everything I had. And in that moment, the Spirit of God quickened a Scripture, Jeremiah 29. I opened up my Bible to Jeremiah 29:13 and it says this:
If you seek me with your whole heart, you will find me.

I took that Scripture and I got down on my knees right there and I repented. God, forgive me and Lord, I commit to you right here and right now that I will seek you with everything I have. With everything I’ve got, I will search you out until I find you, God.  And it was in that moment right there that the Holy Spirit fell on me. It was like ton of bricks that came over me. I was soaked. I was submerged in the Spirit. The Holy Spirit came upon me right then and I didn’t want to tell anybody about it because I wanted an authentic experience with God so I didn’t tell anybody. But I kept seeking God. I kept going after Him and He kept pouring out on me and He kept pouring more and more and then my perspective started to change. Then the way that I loved other people started to change and then the way I treated other people started to change.  The way I looked at others and the way I spoke changed. And people would ask me what’s different about me. He had changed me from the inside out. That’s called the fruit of the Spirit that was coming out of me.

Listen guys, there are some of us here today who are God fearers and who believe in God and you try to love God and you try to do good things and live a good life, but you know that you haven’t lived in the fullness of the Spirit of God. And I’m here today to tell you something, that the Spirit of God wants to pour out into you! Don’t settle today. Do not settle. He wants to pour into you. We said it last week. We quoted back in the book of Joel in the Old Testament. Joel 2:28, the prophet Joel steps out and it is quoted on the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2:
I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. I will pour out my Spirit on all people, both your sons and your daughters will prophesy. Young men will see visions. Old men will dream dreams. On my servants, both men and women alike, I will pour out my Spirit and they will prophesy.

God desires to pour out his Spirit to a people who desire more of Him, to a people who are desperate for Him.
I love the way John 14 puts it – He lives with you and He will be in you.  We are with the Holy Spirit today! We are with the Holy Spirit right here in Ballston. We are with the Holy Spirit right here in AMC Theater Georgetown. We are with the Spirit here in Gainesville. We are with the Spirit at Potomac Yards and Barracks Row and Kingstowne. God is omnipresent. He is everywhere! We are with Him. But just because we are with Him doesn’t mean He is in us. Call it spiritual welfare. You can be around somebody else who has the Spirit of God within them and you feel like God is with you but no, you are just around the work of the Spirit of God. God desires to come and to fill every single one of us. He desires to pour his Spirit into us. My dad would say it this way, ‘Just because you come to church, it doesn’t make you a follower of Christ any more than if you are in a garage makes you a car.’ You have to have the Spirit of God within you.

We sing a song that says welcome Holy Spirit and it is kind of confusing. God is omnipresent. Where two or three are gathered in my name, so am I there. So God is here but why are we welcoming the Holy Spirit when He is already here. Listen, because you can be in the house but you are not really in the house. What am I talking about? When that person comes to your door, like a salesman with a great new deal or the politician or Jehovah’s Witness or whoever it is in your neighborhood, you might let them into your house, you might let them into your lobby, but there is no way they are getting past that lobby! There is no way they are getting fully into your house! So they are in your house but they are not really in your house.  Now, that friend shows up who has never been over. He surprises you and shows up and you let him in and you get him something to drink and you welcome him. That person comes into your house and they are welcome in your house and their presence fills your house, right. When we say welcome Holy Spirit, we are asking Him not just to be around us, not to just be in the lobby, we are asking Him to come and to reside within us, to do something new within us, to fill us. 

We see throughout the Scriptures that your faith grows legs when the Spirit of God fills you. To go into spiritual warfare without the Spirit is like going into an NFL game with pee wee football pads. It is like going into a war with a butter knife. It is like going into the World Cup with the U.S. team!  You are not adequately prepared to do that work.  John 14 – He lives with you and He will be in you.

Heidi Scanlon, our pastor of prayer, says this, ‘He is in me for my sake, He is on me for your sake.’ 

When the Holy Spirit comes and fills you, here’s what happens, the fruit of the Spirit shows up and it starts to come out of you.  Galatians 5:22
For the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

When the Spirit of the Lord comes upon you, you receive liberty.  II Corinthians 3:17 says where the Spirit of the Lord is, so there is liberty in that place.  You can live in freedom or you can live in fear. You can live in freedom or you can live in fear. I was owned by fear for a long time growing up. I was controlled by fear and every decision I made, I was afraid to mess up. I was afraid that I would be ashamed. I was afraid of being embarrassed. I was owned by fear. And then the Spirit of the Lord came upon me and I received liberty. He came and He crushed those chains. He gave me liberty from the chains of fear and He gave me freedom.
II Timothy 1:7 For He did not give us a spirit of fear. He gave us a spirit of power, of love, of sound mind. 

He gives us liberty. When the Spirit of the Lord comes upon you, He gives you power.
Acts 1:8For you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. You will be my witnesses.
When the Spirit of the Lord comes upon you, He brings conviction.

John 16:8 When He comes, He will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment about sin.
The Spirit leads you to repentance. The Spirit leads you to repentance, not regret. They both are painful at the beginning, right? But only one of those things leads to reward. Pastor Heather said it last week, a repentance is literally a turning around. Romans 8, there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus for He has set us free. He has given us liberty. He has set us free from the law of sin and death and He has given us the law of the Spirit of life!

Jim Riley said it best. He said the Holy Spirit doesn’t make you better than anybody else, He makes you better than yourself. Don’t compare yourself to anybody else, compare yourself to the person God has called you to be, who God has destined you to be through the Holy Spirit’s filling in your heart.

Let’s go back to the original text. We find Jesus in the end of Luke Chapter 3 and we see Him baptized in water and He goes under and He comes out and what Jesus is doing is making a public commitment. Why does Jesus need to be baptized? Because He is not just telling you what to do, He is modeling for you how to live. He comes out of the water making his commitment public. Maybe that is some of us this weekend. We’ve taken a step in faith and we believe in Jesus and we are trying to follow Him, but your first step of obedience is to step into baptism. You need to get baptized next week. That is your message. You need to get baptized. Jesus got baptized and then He is filled with the Spirit and the fullness of the Spirit. Now, listen, this isn’t the end or the end all, this is merely the beginning. When He is filled with the Spirit, the Spirit leads Him into the wilderness. The Spirit of God will lead you into places that you do not want to go. He will lead you to wrestle things that you do not want to wrestle. 
When the Spirit of the Lord comes upon you, you have to choose. You have to make a choice. Are you going to follow Him or are you going to do your own thing? Many of us have stepped into Luke 3 and we’ve gotten baptized. But many of us have stepped out of Luke 4 because we see the wilderness and we don’t want to go there. We say Holy Spirit I will go with you as long as you are going where I want to go. The Holy Spirit is not uber! We can’t just ping Him and He shows up and takes us where we want to go. No, this is a relationship. Being Spirit-led is following the Spirit and going where He wants you to go. He will lead you to places of conviction. He will lead you to that awkward conversation. He will lead you to your prayer closet. He will lead you into tough places. He will lead you to ask forgiveness. He will lead you to get outside your comfort zone. It is living a Spirit-led life, following Him where He wants to lead.
It is like a sponge in water. If you take a sponge and take it out of its package and you try to use it to clean a table, it is going to do a terrible job.  You need to first submerge it in water. When you do that, the hardness is gone and it becomes pliable and useful and effective for the work it needs to do. We, in the Spirit realm, we become pliable and our hardness is broken down. We become useful for his purposes.  Now, it is one thing for the sponge to be in water, baptized, if you will and it is another thing for the water to be in the sponge, filled. When it is filled, water pours out of the sponge. Isn't that good? When we are filled with the Spirit, the Spirit pours out of us into others. He pours his Spirit through us. Jesus is the Spirit baptizing. The Greek word for baptize here is to immerse or to plunge or submerse.  We have to be submerged. We have to be plunged and immersed in the Spirit of God to be useful and effective for his purposes.

When I was reading the Scriptures and praying and fasting and desperately seeking the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit came upon me and He regenerated me. He did for me what I could not do for myself. When He did that, life became new to me. I tried to keep it a secret but He had set me free and then He set me loose and I couldn’t contain it. What He had poured into me, I had to pour out into others around me. I had to release it and I had to share. And I just went nuts that summer. I started faith with every friend that I had. I started prophesying over a few of my friends and I spoke into them. The gift of evangelism came upon me and I started evangelizing to my friends. I even went to one of my friends and I had to ask him forgiveness for how I had treated him in the past. I asked forgiveness. I shared faith with my neighbor. I stepped into a place of boldness that I had never had. I had never had it at any point in my life because when the Spirit of the Lord comes upon you, He changes you. He makes you new and He makes you right. 

When you are filled with the Spirit, the gifts pour out. 

I like the way one of our campus pastors says it. He says when you seek God’s presence, you get God’s power. Power always follows presence. When we talk about the Holy Spirit, it is not an experience to be had but a person to have a relationship with. It is not an experience to be had. The Holy Spirit is a person to have a relationship with. He doesn’t just come upon you and take over and become a cosmic master. No, He whispers and then you have a choice. With every one of my friends, He whispered to me. And then I had a choice whether I was going to listen and obey and walk in the Spirit. I think about last week, at the end of our third service at Barracks Row, our worship leader, Chris Douglas, got up and said, ‘I feel led by the Spirit that there is somebody here and your left wrist is hurting today and we want to pray for you.’  I was in the altar praying and I was worried because most people had cleared out. There were only about 15 people left and I was like, oh man, but this girl comes forward and we pray for her and her left wrist feels better. That’s Chris being filled with the Spirit. But it’s not just a filling. It is then the walking out in the Spirit and being refilled. He is filled with the Spirit but then he acts in obedience. That doesn’t mean every time we pray a prayer of faith that somebody is going to get healed. There is a difference between faith and obedience. Faith is a belief that God can do anything. Obedience is acting on a belief that God will do something. Does that make sense? There are times when I pray in faith over somebody, ‘God, will you please act?’ And there are other times when I step out in obedience with the knowledge and conviction that God will do something in the situation. 

The point is this – we have to live in an active relationship with God. We have to tune our ears to what the Spirit of the Lord is saying and then we have to act on that.

I felt prompted by the Spirit a couple weeks ago to go up to somebody, one of our leaders, during service and give him a hug. I didn’t say anything to him, I just gave him a hug and went about my business. I got a note that week from that person just saying that’s exactly what he needed at that moment and thanked me. It doesn’t have to be something huge. It doesn’t have to be a healing. It might be a word of encouragement that the Spirit puts on your heart. It might be a hug. It might be a gift you need to give to somebody. A number of years ago, my mom was praying for the salvation of one of her friends. Her friend went into the hospital and as she was in the hospital, she was praying to God that if God really cared, He would send somebody with lotion to give to her. So my mom went to visit her and she felt like she needed to stop and get her a gift. She sensed that she needed to get her some lotion for some reason. She brought lotion to the hospital and when she shows up with it, the lady starts crying, emotionally overcome because God showed up in the form of my mom.  How many times in your life has the Spirit of God revealed Himself to you because of somebody else’s obedience? Somebody else’s faith is on the other side of your obedience to the Spirit of God. Are we willing to step out? 
This weekend, we honor our fathers. It is Father’s Day weekend. We give you a gift, a bag of coffee. It’s not just a bag of coffee though is it? It is a bag of coffee that comes from Redeeming Grounds, this company that is helping farmers transform their farms from cocaine farms to coffee farms. These farmers are putting their lives at risk and every bag of coffee that we give out is literally changing a community.

Ok, so Santi, the founder of Redeeming Grounds, it all started with him. Here’s his quick backstory. The genesis of this company is Santi years ago made a decision that he would follow the Spirit and he said that he was going to follow what he calls the still, small voice of the Spirit and he was going to listen and obey. So he grew up in Columbia and a couple years ago, his brother called him and he wanted to revive this practice that their family did growing up which was throwing a big party for kids in poverty in the village and they would give them Christmas gifts. So his brother wanted to do it but didn’t have the money to do it and asked Santi how they could do it. Santi didn’t know. So he was going to NCC small group that night and he was there and this guy Steve showed up. It was Steve’s first time at the small group and the Spirit of the Lord whispers to Santi, ‘Santi, you need to give this guy a ride home.’ So Santi went to the guy and offered to give him a ride home and so they were on their way home and Santi started telling Steve about this call from his brother. Steve pipes up and says we need to pay for that! So they end up paying for this whole thing. This guy that he just met, Steve and Santi fly down there and volunteer at this event. Now, while they are down there, they met one of these local farmers trying to transform their farm into a coffee farm, and in that moment, the Holy Spirit whispers and Santi and Steve listen to the Holy Spirit whisper and they start this company called Redeeming Grounds and they are literally redeeming the ground and beyond they are redeeming communities and seeing people’s lives change! Why? Because they were willing and open!

I wish I could tell you more of the story but we don’t have time. We are going to tell it in our A1:8 series. We are going to highlight this story at the end of the year. But listen to this, if you notice in this story, Santi doesn’t have this single experience with the Holy Spirit and then start a business. No, he has an ongoing relationship with the Spirit of God and he walks and he lives and he moves and he listens and he acts in the Spirit of God and every time he listens and he acts, miracles happen and then another miracle. It builds on the previous miracle and then another miracle happens and it just keeps building. That’s what happens when you are living and active and living a Spirit-led life. God doesn’t want to just come down and give you a single experience. That is not his desire. He wants to come and fill you again and again and again and continually fill you over and over. In the book of Acts, we see Peter filled three separate times, three unique times in three consecutive chapters, the Spirit of the Lord comes upon him and He comes again and again. We see in Ephesians 5:18, Paul says be filled with the Spirit. But he uses the present continuous tense. What he is really saying is continually be filled with the Spirit again and again. When you get up tomorrow, be filled again. When you get up the next day, seek the Spirit of God and go after Him with everything you’ve got. 

D.L. Moody said God has got a good many children who have just barely got life but not power for service. A great many think because they have been filled once, they are going to be full for all time after. But oh my friends, we are leaky vessels and have to be kept right under the fountain all the time in order to keep full.

Most people have the will to be filled by the Spirit but few people have the will to get down on their knees day after day after day and seek the filling and the refilling from the Spirit of God. When your knees are sore, your Spirit is full! That’s the fact of the matter. That is the truth.

I was talking to a wise mentor about the Spirit. She shared a great reminder. She said when you walk in the Spirit and operate in his blessing, the danger is that it can become about you. Over many generations, man has distorted the purpose from glorifying God to becoming God, wanting to know God to wanting to be God. You can’t control the Spirit, you have to follow Him. That’s the beauty of Jesus. He doesn’t just tell us what to do. He doesn’t just teach us what to do. He doesn’t just say what to do. He models with his life how to live in the Spirit, how to walk in the Spirit, how to follow after the Spirit.

There are some of us in this house today and we love God and we are God-fearers and we’ve even made that decision in our life to serve God and we want to be good people. We want to do what is right and what is good, but we haven’t experienced the fullness of the Spirit of God within us. I want to say to you today, God has more! And He wants more of you! He wants more of your life and He wants to pour more into you. I believe that. I am convicted of that with every fiber of my being that the Spirit of the Lord wants to pour out like a drink offering over our heads that would completely come down over every part of who we are. He wants to pour into us.

Listen, the win of this weekend and the win of this entire sermon series is not for you to agree with us. The win is for us to get down on our knees and to go after God, to pray with conviction, God we want more. Spirit of the Lord come, Spirit break me, break the walls within me, Spirit tear those things down that I have put up that are not of you. Spirit come upon me today.

Pastor Mark said it best in week one. He said the goal is not to have an experience in a service. The goal is for us to go home and to draw a circle around ourselves and to pray for revival, that revival would come right here in this circle right here right now. It would be the immature challenge for me to tell you what to do and how to do it. But it is a healthy challenge for me to tell you to go to the Spirit of God and ask Him what He wants and then follow that. 

Ralph Marston who said for those of us who live out of a place of convenience, we will do anything by convenience. We won’t go anywhere. But for those of us who live with the conviction of nothing will stop me, I will go and I will resolve after the Spirit of God.

Nothing can stop us! If we enter into the Spirit realm and if we allow the Spirit to fill us, nothing can stop us. Isaiah 54, no weapon formed against us shall prosper. And when we enter into his Spirit, anything is possible and everything is possible! Do you understand that impossible is just somebody’s opinion. In God all things are possible! Do we desire desperately desire the Spirit of God in our lives? 

Pray with me.

Spirit of the Lord, we thank You for your Word that is alive and active and sharper than any double-edged sword. We pray that it would pierce us today. Lord this message hits home for me because of what You’ve done in my life. This is my testimony! You have changed me. You have made me new. You righted my ship. I was going one direction and You completely turned it around. Father, You transformed me and regenerated me and I believe that the Spirit’s power was not just for me. Lord it is not my heart today to try to talk anybody into having a similar experience. It is my heart today to light a fire under our rear ends to go after You and to seek You with everything we’ve got, Lord, to live and to pray with resolve after You today God. We pray today God that You would make us desperate for your Spirit. All across every location, Father, we bind our hearts together in unity saying a prayer of desperation that You would come into our hearts. Lord, we ask right now, God that You would come and that You would make Jeremiah 29:13 known within our hearts, that if we seek You with our whole hearts that we will find You. Give us resolve today as we seek You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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