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We are finishing the series on Image and I watched Pastor Joel, what a tremendous job Joel did talking about beginnings and how people will say when they hear him speak that he sounds like his dad and he talked about being in the image of his father and I have said that to him a bunch of times. I will sit over here and Joel will be leading something and if I close my eyes, I hear his dad. That’s just how it is. Then Josh talked about renewal in Christ and being a new creation and then Ringmaster last week with Pastor Mark. I finished listening to all those and I said that was a good series and then I realized I am up next and they took all the good stuff! 
You have this spectacular thing that happened in Genesis 1 that you read about.

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

And then He said this phrase

Let us make man in our image.

This is a spectacular thing that God did. This is a joint venture by the living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and He said, let’s not just make a person, let’s make a people. Let’s create man in our image and by that I take it to mean that there are built in receptors that men and woman have that are designed to connect with each other and with God. Many of you have heard me talk about 9/11 as I watched those planes hit those towers and within hours people were making two kinds of calls. They were saying God help me, and they were saying honey I don’t think I’m going to make it. Because it is built in. When He designs us in his image, He designs us with connective tissue, if you will, both to Him and to those around us. If we are built like He is built, if we are framed like He is framed, we must inherently have a desire to connect, a desire to heal, a capacity for compassion, creativity squared and this goes on and on and on. He is infinite, we are finite so we can’t make that dog hunt too long but the fact is when we look at us, how did God make that person? Some of you are in the medical field and you don’t have to study medicine very far, you don’t have to read many books on bone or blood or nerves to realize we are unbelievable people. I didn’t get up this morning and say I think I’ll just be an unbelievable person. But here is the God who says I think I will make Foth in a way so that when he picks up his Bible, it is 400 separate chemical reactions from my brain to my hand and back, just like that. Then for Foth to say thank you very much is an unbelievable process from one side of his brain to the other and out his mouth. And he can just run off at the mouth and move around and hold his Bible and wave things all at the same time. Why don’t we make one of those? Why don’t we make billions of those and why don’t we make them all unique! He didn’t just create a person, He created a people. 

In the New Testament we call that the body of Christ. When you think about it, each person is a facet reflecting who God is. When we say you are designed in the image of God and people can see the image of God in you, when you are together there is more of Him that people can see. When we are together, the impact of who this God is is clearer. 

Year before last, they had a conference in Denver called Simply Jesus and the idea was to have all of the talks be on the parables of Jesus and so forth. There was a friend of mine that I hadn’t seen in 40 years. His name is Floyd McClung and back in the 70s he went to Afghanistan and opened a tea house in a book that he wrote Just Off Chicken Street. Floyd McClung is like 6’7 or 6’8 and 270 pounds. He is a big guy and our kids used to call him Floyd McGiant. Floyd and I are about the same age and they asked the two of us to just come and sit on a couple of stools and they would like to interview us and tell some stories and tell about some things we’ve learned over the years. So in essence, what they had was about 145 or 150 years sitting on these two stools and we just answered questions. When we were done, people would come up and they wouldn’t say that was a really profound thought. I was hoping they would say that but they didn’t. They didn’t say that was a tremendous insight. Many of them came up and said it was so great to see the two of us sitting there together because there is something about seeing people who have walked with the Lord and lived some life being together that expresses the character of God.

It is interesting that at the end of the gospels in John 17 that when Jesus is talking to the Father, He is saying that it is his desire that these who follow Him should be one. That there is something about that in a fragmented culture and a fragmented one when you are one, when you are God’s people, when you are the body of Christ that expresses the image of  God in a way that nothing else does. 

Years ago, they had a Promise Keeper’s march. Some of you are old enough to maybe remember when hundreds of thousands of men came here to Washington D.C. and had one of those big marches and I remember being down there and I was standing over by the Children’s Museum and they speaker said I think it would be great if all of you men would just kneel just to show your obedience to God. Just kneel or maybe just lay belly down on the ground. I’m not laying belly down on the ground! But I looked over and there were some bikers, some believing bikers, they had tattoos and they had chains and they had stuff all over them and all of a sudden that whole biker gang was down on the ground. I said I believe I will lay down belly down on the ground. And then the speaker said why don’t we shout the name of the church we belong to one the count of three. And everybody was shouting and then he said, one the count of three, let’s shout Jesus. And on the count of three, everybody shouted Jesus and it rolled up 16th Street. It was this tremendous sound. Then later as people broke up, tens of thousands of people going to get on the metro, somebody started singing Amazing Grace. I don’t know if you’ve heard 10,000 guys sing Amazing Grace recently walking up 14th Street. But I’m telling you there is something powerful in the unity of the image of God in that way.
What I’m doing this weekend is just sort of reminding you. I want to remind you of certain things about the image of God.

The first one is that his image is a group shot. That is who He is. We are who He is according to let us make man in our image. 

Secondly, because He has made us in him image, He has a claim on us. I have share this text numbers of times over the years, I love this text. Jesus has all these encounters with people. Some of them are broken people, many of them are broken people and then they are not broken after He encounters them. Others that He encounters think they are not broken. They think He is an imposter and they challenge Him. And in this one portion of the gospel in Matthew 22, you have this confrontation of these people who think He is an imposter and in Matthew 22:15-22, this is how it reads.

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words.16 They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”
This is a question designed to put you on what philosophers call the horns of a dilemma. If He says yes pay taxes, then they say you are not a holy person. And if He says don’t pay taxes to Caesar, they say that is treason, so they’ve got Him. 
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”

21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”

22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

And I read that and I marvel too because I have no idea what that means! As I was looking at this some years ago, the word that is used for image here is the word from which we get icon. It is the equivalent word to imago, the word for image that is used in Latin and in Hebrew. When they said let us make man in our image, it is the equivalent word. I think the exchange went something like this. Whose image is on this coin? Caesar’s. Fine, give to Caesar what is Caesar’s. That is what he can put his image on. But give unto God what is God’s. You bear his imprint and you are his. You were his first. That is how that works. Anything that I owe, anything that I am, I owe to Him. That idea of bearing his stamp. If He has me, then He has my pennies. If He has me, then He has by quarters and He has my future and He has my family. That is how that words. This idea of being framed and stamped in his image carries through to all parts of my existence.
The third observation that I make is that He also has a plan. And the plan for his image is that I should have his eyes. You know how it is, you look at a little kid and you say he has his mom’s eyes. But listen when I say that we have our Father’s eyes, it has to do with learning to see the way He sees. 

I’ve talked to you a lot over the years about learning to think how He thinks and see how He sees but listen to this passage which is captured toward the end of Jesus’ ministry. He is talking about the end of time. Matthew 25:35-40

35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Jesus is saying, I am there and when you see Me in people, you treat us differently. That is you should treat us differently. When you see people in the image of God, it changes how you walk in the world.

My friend Bob Goff who is an author and has written a bunch of stuff came to see me recently and he said, ‘Dick, I think I’ve decided that I’m going to focus on these things. I’m going to look at hungry people and at thirsty people and at strangers and at the naked and the sick and those in prison and focus there because there is a sense in which when we reach out to people who don’t have the stature or don’t have the pieces of life that we think give them status, there is something there that represents who God is in a way that we see no other place.’ 

Jesus is saying to his disciples, those people look like I look. 

This Thursday will be the National Prayer Breakfast, the 64th National Prayer Breakfast here in Washington D.C. There will be people of stature who come to that because the President is in the room. Anytime the President is in the room, whichever President is in the room, people like to come. The National Prayer Breakfast started as a Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast back in 1936 because a Norwegian immigrant be the name of Abram Vereide came and settled in Butte, Montana and ended up during the Depression years going to Seattle to work with the poor and in working with the poor, he found out that in order to help the culture of the poor, you needed to get the ear of somebody in the halls of power because they set policy and they hold the keys to the money and all of that sort of thing. So he started meeting with some wealthy business men and in meeting with those wealthy business men, just a handful around the person of Jesus when he started meeting with them, he found out that they were as poor as the people in the soup lines. They had more toys but in their infrastructure, in their insides, they were as fragmented and as fractured as anybody who didn’t have all the toys, if you will. And out of that came an event where the major of Seattle came to be with that little group. And they said Scripture says for us to pray for those in authority so why don’t we have a breakfast and pray for the First Family of Seattle? So they first Prayer Breakfast in 1936 started there essentially. Long story short, in the 1940s, Abram came to this town and ended up meeting with some Senators, Eisenhower was elected President and one of the Senators was the co-chair of his campaign and when the co-chair of the campaign went to the White House to say how you are Mr. President, the President said, ‘Frank, this is the loneliest house I’ve ever lived in.’ He said, ‘Mr. President, we have this group of Senators that meets for breakfast every week, why don’t you come over and be with us?’  Well, Ike was not particularly known for being a religious man but he say that he thought God was with him on D-Day, 1944. Out of that came the first Presidential Prayer Breakfast held at the Mayflower Hotel. 200 men only. Conrad Hilton was a great friend of Ike’s and he paid for it. We wish he would still pay for it! But now it has grown into a thing 64 years later with 3,500 people from 150 nations and the people who walk into the room, some of them aren’t great people. Well, none of us are great people, all of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 
But when Ruth and I came to Washington D.C. I had to learn to suspend my labels. I had to learn to suspend categories in order to work with people. You say but those guys have policies that you don’t like or those guys have done terrible things. Well yes.  But the idea behind it is why don’t we have a venue where in the Spirit of Jesus Christ of Nazareth people can come and sit at tables and see what happens? Why don’t we do that? 

Some years ago, a military officer from a terrible regime in Asia was invited to the breakfast. And under the fold on the Washington Post the week before the breakfast, it said butcher of such and such a place invited to Prayer Breakfast with President. They came to see the leadership and asked if they had really invited this guy to come and they said, ‘We didn’t invite him but somebody did.’ They said, ‘Do you understand he is a butcher? He has killed hundreds of thousands of people?’ The leadership said, ‘Yes, we know he is a butcher.’ They said, ‘Well what are you going to do?’ They said, ‘Well, out of 3,500 people, there might be two or three other butchers that we don’t know about there and with that many people you are going to have probably several dozen murderers and you will probably have adulterers at every table, but if we are not mistaken, those are the kinds of people Jesus wants to talk to.’ 
This is the God who says I created you in my image and you wander off the reservation and I hunt you down, I hunt you up the days and down the years and find you hiding in the silliest, saddest places and I tag you and say you are it. And I believe He means it. This is the God who, when we start seeing with his eyes, we see each other in different ways. 

Some years ago, somebody came to Mother Teresa and said, ‘How can you stand to go around Calcutta and pick up dying people off the street?’ That was back in the day when you had 100,000 people living on the streets in Calcutta and they would take trucks around every morning and pick up dead people. How can you go and pick up people with gangrenous limbs or these conditions and she said, ‘Because I’m not picking up somebody with gangrenous limbs, I’m picking up Jesus.’

Here is the God who says when you start seeing people in that way, it changes things. 

The fourth thing is that God has a plan that you should keep growing to be like Him. People said of me and my father, ‘Your dad looked that way at your age Dick and as you age you are starting to look more like him.’ How do we start looking like someone else? How do acquire that? Well, time and intimacy. Oftentimes in marriage retreats I have said, I have met some people who have been married so long and lived together so long and loved so well, they start looking like each other over time. There is this idea that mannerisms and the way we act, those are acquired things. Personality may not change, you have people who are real dramatic and other people who are steady and so forth but the attitude and the heart over time changes. And it has to do with this business of being together and spending time together. 

You’ve heard me talk about my father-in-law a lot. My father-in-law had a huge impact on my life, especially after I married his daughter. I had known him before that but when I married Ruth. There was a time when my own parents’ relationship was coming apart and my father-in-law Roy had a huge impact. And I worked with him for about a year and a half and my speaking style and my tone of voice, people started saying I was starting to sound like Father Blake. So even today when I answer the phone, he always answered the phone in three tones, hello, and today I answer the phone in the same tones. A couple years after he died, we were visiting Ruth’s mom and the phone rang and I picked it up and I said hello in that tone and it was dead silent on the other end, then suddenly my sister-in-law said, ‘Foth is that you?’ I said, ‘Yes.’ She said, ‘Don’t ever do that again!’ I said, ‘Do what?’ She said, ‘Answer the phone like that, that’s too much like Father Blake and it scared the bejeebers out of me!’ 

This idea of spending time face to face is key to Scripture. 30 years ago this weekend, a terrible thing happened in this country. On January 28, 1986 some of you remember, it is seared into your mind. It was the 10th launch of the shuttle The Challenger. They were launching from Cape Kennedy and this was unique because they were carrying ordinary citizens, one of them was Crista McAuliff, a teacher from Vermont. They got up that morning and they all waved to the media and they got on the shuttle and fired it up and did the countdown and then they launched and 73 seconds into the launch, The Challenger exploded. And as we watched in horror, seven pioneers, seven young Americans were vaporized in that moment. And it fell to President Reagan that night to try to explain to the nation or try to help us through this difficult time. And Peggy Newnan, his speech writer said she didn’t know what to say, what words to give him. But she remembered some words from a young Royal Canadian Air Force pilot who, at age 19, died in a crash over England but a few months before had written a poem and she used some of the language from that, and this is what Ronald Reagan said that night as he closed his talk.

The crew of the space shuttle Challenger honored us by the manner in which they lived their lives. We will never forget them, nor the last time we saw them this morning as they prepared for their journey and waved goodbye and "slipped the surly bonds of earth" to "touch the face of God.

Paul said it this way in II Corinthians 3:18

18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

There is something about face to face. This text is talking about Moses who comes down from the mountain and the glory is so great that he puts a bag over his head, as it were, but the word that is used, that is behold the glory of God, can also mean reflect the glory of God. But I think the context lends itself to this idea that when you spend time in his presence, it changes who you are. It changes your manner. It changes how you see people. It changes how you feel about things. The unveiled face, there is nothing between me and God. Those moments, those experiences, those times that help us, the times when we are in the presence of God that go beyond just our ordinary experience. 
Ruth and I had been invited, 10 years ago now, to Radio City Music Hall. They have a Christmas Extravaganza. Coming back, went up by train and we were sitting in Penn Station and as we sat there, there are no seats so you have to go to one of the fast food places. We were in Pizza Hut and this older woman came over and asked if she could sit with us and we said yes. She sat down and we chatted a little bit and I said, ‘Where are you from?’ and she said, ‘Indiana.’ And she told us her story. She had been an executive in a major company in Indiana and retired and then she was called back out by a major toy company in New York City because she had marketing skills. And I asked her this question, ‘What is your greatest challenge today in the work force today compared to when you were in the work force before?’ She said, ‘The hardest thing for me is being in my little space and I get an email from a young person sitting right next to me.!’ I said, ‘Well, that is efficient.’ She said, ‘I know that.’ I said, ‘No, I miss the eye contact.’  

Neuroscientists will tell you that when you have eye contact with somebody, it actually changes each person’s brain. You are actually reading their brain when you have eye contact. And when we talk about with an unveiled face, meeting God, whether it is in a time of worship or whether it is in a time quietly in his presence, whether it is in Scripture, something is happening to us in those moments where I just sit in his presence. 

We have four children who are now all adults in their 40s and early 50s but I can remember reading a newspaper one time sitting in the front room and the newspaper, one of the kids climbed up in my lap and knocked the newspaper down and grabbed my face in both their hands and said, ‘Daddy, look at me!’ 

I think the Father reaches out and takes our face in his hands and says look at me. John, look at me. Elena, look at me. Maria, look at me. Look in these eyes. Sometimes when you read Scripture and sometimes when you are in prayer and sometimes when you are in your and you are singing a song at a stop light and people think you are nuts, sometimes in those moments, you have this face to face where the image is connecting because you are designed to connect. 

I Corinthians 13:12

12 For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

The image of God is not some superficial thing. This image part, this falls off. You’ve heard me say this part falls off. Mine is getting very tired. But the interior image, the one that keeps growing, the one that keeps looking more like Jesus as I walk with Him, that one keeps growing. 

There is an old gospel song that goes like this. Someday the silver cord will break and I no more as now shall sing but oh the joy when I shall wake within the presence of the King. And the refrain goes like this. And I shall see Him face to face and tell the story saved by grace and I shall see Him face to face and tell the story saved by grace!

Time in his presence makes the image sharper. Time with his people makes the image larger. Time in his service imbeds the image deeper. 

Many of you have heard me tell the story of my friend Benny who at age 28 suffered arrhythmic heart failure and suffered brain damage and totally lost his memory. Didn’t remember his kids, didn’t know his hands were connected to his body, didn’t know any of that. One day I walked into his hospital room and I said, ‘Denny, do you remember this?’ And I started quoting John 3:16

For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, and I stopped, and he who could not remember his family or that his hands were connected to his body, finished it by saying that if I believe in Him, I won’t die anymore.

And then I started singing Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so and he picked it up on key and sang it all the way to the end. Over the years I have told that story in a much more elaborate form with more particulars and I was sharing it at Gordon Conwell Seminary up in Boston some years ago and afterward, a young Presbyterian kid came running up and he said, ‘I have to tell you this, I’m an intern at this church and they had me doing the grunt work and they sent me this week to a nursing home where Mrs. Fredericks who is 94, who used to be really sharp but she has had all kinds of problems and things so wrong and she has dementia and she just lays facing the wall all day long just babbling. I went and tried to talk to her and of course there was nothing. And then I just turned to her and I said, ‘Mrs. Fredericks, I’m going to have to go now but I’d like to say a prayer first.’ He said whereupon she turned over and looked at me and said, ‘Before you pray, I’d like to say something, and she started quoting a Psalm. She started Psalm 119, which has 176 verses. He said, ‘I grabbed by Bible and she quoted it word for word all the way through, then prayed this powerful prayer and then turned back to the wall and started babbling again.’ 

The image of God is deep in you. The image of God is not superficial. Whether it is the corporate image or the individual image, here is the God who comes along and stamps you and says you are mine first of all and I want to give you my eyes. I want you to see people the way I see people and understand that even as you age and you get more frail and the mind doesn’t work in quite the same way, that my image is deep in you and my testimony is real and true. So when I said let us make man in our image, I wasn’t kidding. That is the real deal. That is a spectacular deal and you are it. 

Let’s pray.

Father, thank You for your grace and your mercy. Thank You for your presence in us and through us. Thank You that in our greatest moments it is because of You and in our lowest moments, You are still there. For the one who sees himself or herself in some diminished way this weekend, we pray that by your Holy Spirit, You will make real what it is that you have designed that person to be, that by your Spirit, you will make evident what it is that You want to do in and through them. Thank You Lord that we are part of your body and part of your family and we express who You are in our world. We stand in tiptoe to see what it is You want to do next. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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