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Welcome to National Community Church and welcome to our new series, Script. This is a story about a man name Harold Crick and his wristwatch. Every day for nine years, Harold would brush each of his 32 teeth seventy-six times, 38 times back and forth and 38 times up and down. So beings the script of the movie called Stranger Than Fiction starring Will Farrell. That little piece of script is a synopsis of Harold’s life, a life of absolute predictability. Every weekday for nine years, he run at a rate of 57 steps per block for six blocks to catch the 8:17 Faraday bus and every weekday for nine years, he would complete 7.134 tax returns as a senior auditor for the Internal Revenue Service. Harold’s life was governed by his wristwatch until one fateful day when he missed the *;17 bus for the first time in nine years and the narrator says, ‘This was an extraordinary day, a day to be remembered for the rest of Harold’s life.’ But of course, Harold just thought it was a Wednesday. 
I like that movie and I like this idea. One minor edit in a script can make all the difference in the world. For Harold, it was missing the 8:17 bus. I remember a day in 1994 after a church plant failed to get off the ground, sitting down reading a magazine flipping pages and seeing an ad on one of those pages for a parachurch ministry in Washington DC. I don’t know why I stopped flipping but something about it caught my attention enough to make a phone call. That phone call led to a plane ride and that plane ride led to a car ride down Pennsylvania Avenue, and somewhere between the White House and the Capitol, I knew that our future was in Washington DC. 

And the last 20 years of our life is a by-product of it. 

What if those two pages had stuck together? 

This weekend we begin a series called Script. If you have your Script with you, turn to Psalm 139 and we will get there in a few minutes. 

There are different ways to think about the Bible. The Bible is a two-edged sword. It is the way we fight our battles spiritually. The Bible is a mirror. It is the way we discover who we really are in Christ. It is the truest reflection of both your identity and your destiny. It is a search engine. The funny thing is, you don’t really read it, it reads you. The thoughts and attitudes of your heart. It is a map. It gets us where God wants us to go. It is a manual. It teaches how to rpay and how to love and how to live. It is all of those things. But for the next six weeks, it is a script. Scripture is our script.

I have a theory and it is really the premise for this series. This is going to be fun. Over the next six weeks, we will hear six different voices share their script, their life verse with us. We will top it off with Dick Foth the last weekend and I will take a week sharing a little bit of my script. Then we are going to have some different voices on our staff share with us over the course of this series.

Here is my theory. Over time, your favorite Scripture becomes the script of your life. The verses of Scripture become the storylines of our lives. We live out the promises and we begin to live out the principles and we begin to get into the character of Christ and God begins to write his story through us. You are a subplot in this grand narrative of redemption that God has been writing from the Garden of Eden to the Isle of Patmos and everything in between.

Jot this down, Scripture is our script. But let me take it one step further. Scripture is our script-cure.  I worked hard on that! 

Here’s the problem, some of us are living the wrong story because we are reading from the wrong script.

25 years ago, I had a 60-second conversation with a guy. I was preaching at a Teen Challenge in Chicago and I met a guy who had some drug and alcohol issues. He had a criminal record. He had made some poor choices but what I remember from this conversation is what his dad would say to him when he was a kid. Every time he made a mistake, every time he did something wrong, his dad would say, ‘What the hell? You stupid?’ And as he said those words to me, I could see into his soul. Over and over and over again. I want to tell you something, his dad may not have meant it, I don’t know, but he was feeding him lines. He was giving him a script and all his son did was acted out. So he needed a different script and he found one in a relationship with Jesus Christ. The moment I met him, he was trying to get out of his prior script and get into this script of the story that God wanted to write in his life. Some of you are in that exact same place.

Let me flip the script. On Friday night, we screened a documentary film at our Miracle Theatre called South East 67. In the 1980s, the nation’s capital was the murder capital of the country, crime, poverty, drugs, and lots of issues. That’s when an area businessman named Stewart Bainum gave 67 7th graders the dream of a college education through something called the I Have A Dream program. He promised them a college scholarship and those kids became known as the dreamers. 20 years later, that documentary film traces their story over two decades. We met two of the dreamers Friday night and here is the thing, only six of those 67 got a college degree. From a quantitative standpoint, you could call that a failure. But here’s my take, they got something even more powerful than a college degree. I think what Stewart gave them was a new script. You can be anything you want to be and there are some people who believe that and they are not going to give up on you no matter what. Bainum didn’t just give them a scholarship, he gave them a new narrative, a new script. That was their way out, not the scholarship, the script. They were dreamers. Now, some of those dreamers couldn’t find their way out of the nightmare they were in, stories filled with drugs and violence and crime and abuse, so some of them didn’t escape that story but others did. Including many of whom didn’t get that college degree but they got a new story, a new narrative. 

Here’s my point, this is so important. I don’t know what script you are acting out. And I don’t’ know what lines you have been fed but I do know this, God has a script of your life. It is called Scripture and He wants to write his story through you. There never has been and never will be anyone like you. That is not a testament to you, it is a testament to the God who created you. That means there is no one who can worship God like you or for you. You have an irreplaceable role in the story of redemption that God is writing through history, his story. You have to get into the script. You have to get into character. You have to give the author and perfector of your faith complete editorial control. If you do those things, God is going to begin to write history, his story, through your life. 

Psalm 139:16
All the days ordained for me were written in your book
    before one of them came to be.

That is the definition of a script. A script is a written version of a story, a movie, a play or in this case, your life. And it was written in God’s Book and the key is in us discovering that script and acting it out. 

Let me frame this series. A number of years ago, I spent two days in New York City with the screen-writing guru Robert McKee. He wrote a book called The Story, and The Story seminar is like a post-graduate degree in storytelling. It was an interesting experience. We talked about text and subtext and story and backstory and set ups and pay offs and conflict and resolution, basically the structure of what a story looks like. And honestly, I wanted to go to that seminar because I wanted to maybe try my hand at a screen play. What I discovered is, I think I’m going to stick with non-fiction! It is easier! You don’t have to make stuff up! But here is what I walked away with, I realized this seminar was not about me writing a screen play, it was about seeing my life in a totally different way. I began to see that there is this story from creation to a new heaven and a new earth and my life is a subplot within it. I am a short within that feature and so are you. God is writing his story through you. There are two major components in every script. There is dialogue and there is action. There is what you say and what you do. At the beginning of a new scene, there are slug lines and along the way, there are script revisions. This is where I want to focus because I think this is what God might want to do in our story during this series.

I’m not going to ask for a show of hands, but if I did, I’m guessing most of us would raise our hands. Does anybody need a script revision? I go through those all the time and I need them all the time. In a script, I put a little asterisk beside that script revision. Can I share one of mine? This isn’t my life verse. I will share that in a few weeks. But let me share one of the script revisions because I really want us to understand Scripture as a script.

When I was 19 years old, I was a pre-law major at the University of Chicago and that was my script. I didn’t know exactly where it would take me but then there was a script revision. You know this part of the story. I was doing a pray walk through a cow pasture in Alexandria, Minnesota and I felt like God called me into ministry, which was just crazy. That was not part of my plot! And the University of Chicago did not have that major. But a week later, this is a part that I don’t share as often, I was awakened in the middle of the night, August 1989, and the Lord directed me to a Scripture. You need to understand this had never happened before and it has never happened since. I knelt at the foot of my bed in the middle of the night completely aware and awake and my Bible was opened to Jeremiah 1:5

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
    before you were born I set you apart;
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”
I was 19 years old. What is this about? I didn’t get it. I wouldn’t get it for years. But you need to understand this became part of my script. It became one of the lines that God used to lead me. It became my matrix. I felt like it was God’s calling on my life. It became the script of my life in 1989. At the time, one part of that script made no sense to me. I appointed you as a prophet to the nations. The reason that didn’t make any sense to me was I didn’t feel called to be a missionary. That’s how I interpreted it. I felt called to pastor a church in Washington DC. So the script didn’t make sense to me for years. 
Let me share two things with you. Yesterday I got back from a little spring break trip. We went down to visit Summer in Florida, when in Florida visit Disney, along with 17 million other people! Poor timing! So I got back Friday and there was a packet from my publisher and this has happened enough that I know what it is because they always send four copies. It was a copy of All In, a book I wrote years ago in Korean. I want you to know I don’t speak a lick of Korean. And I didn’t know it was happening but as I started writing books, they started getting interpreted into different languages, dozens of languages and God fulfilled the script of my life without me even doing it! Through interpreters! So when the end credits role, we don’t get any credit because God does it all! It is his glory. It is his plan. It is his purpose. It is his script and He is the One that will fulfill it if we walk in obedience, and we don’t even know it is happening. 
So then a few weekends ago, I got a call from Dick Foth. He had just preached here and he was headed for the airport and he said, ‘Mark, I love NCC! I have to tell you who I met at one of the campuses this weekend. I met a family from China and I met a woman from Mongolia and her young child who won the lottery in 1999. They got a green card and moved to America.’ Then he said, ‘I met a German wife of an American who was just appointed Consult General in Hamburg, Germany.’ Then he said, ‘Mark, stay where you are, you can reach the world.’ This church is a prophet to the nations. It is not why we planted it. It wasn’t really part of our plan. I love the military! State Department. International business. Missionaries. We are sending out people all the time. We are all over the world! God is writing his story without us even knowing it. And He wants to do that in you and through you.

I want to tell you something. He is watching over his Word to perform it. Jeremiah 1, the Word does not return void. The Word will be fulfilled. We send a team to Greece to work with refugees this week. My wife is part of that team. One more time, we will be a prophet to the nations. God is writing his story through us. And when we give Him complete editorial control, it is game on.

Let me talk real quickly about three Rs. Over the next six weeks, I want you to read Scripture like a script. How do you do that? Three Rs. Number one, read it. That’s the first thing an actor does, right? Read the script. You have to figure out if this is a role you want to play.

Deuteronomy needs to be underlined in your Bible. It is a prescription for kings. When the king took the throne, there was a very specific process that he needed to go through and it include making an entire copy of the law in his own handwriting on a scroll. 

It is to be with him all the time and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the Lord his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees and to now consider himself better than his fellow Israelites and to turn to the law to the left or to the right. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel.

Act like a king. Act like a queen. Get into God’s Word every day. Read the script every day so that you won’t get out of character. If you are going to get into character, the character of Christ, you have to get into the script. 

Let me tell you how I read it. I have a reading plan. Uverse, free app. I have a reading plan I do with Lora to go through the whole Bible this year, then I have a reading plan that I do with Josiah to go through the New Testament. What I have found is that failing to plan is planning to fail and that is certainly true of the Bible. So every day, my app reminds me to get into the script. I never read without a pen. I write in the margins and I underline and I write in my journal. The shortest pencil is longer than the longest memory. Take every thought captive and make it obedient to Christ. One of the best ways to do that is to write it down. I think you need to read through the entire script. Can you imagine an actor saying I’m just going to focus on my lines? That probably will not play out to well with the other actors in the film. Text without context is pretext. It is a simple idea in hermeneutics, the science of interpreting the Bible. You have to interpret text with text. Interpret Scripture with Scripture. You need to know the whole story so that you know where you fit in the script. 

Then you need to read for depth. A Jewish rabbi said every word of Scripture has 70 faces and 600,000 meanings. You will never get to the bottom of the Bible. I read for breadth. There are phrases and verses and things that ping me, that hit a spiritual nerve ending, things I need to pray into. Reading without meditating is like eating without digesting. You have to read it and meditate on it and then you have to go deep diving. I think that is how the second hand knowledge becomes the firsthand experience.

So read for depth, read for breadth and then one more little tip. I read different version of the Bible. Two reasons, one is different language makes your synapsis fire in different ways. I think that is good. And it keeps Bible reading from getting into a rut. Last year it was King James, this year it is NIV. And another reason is because my grandfather’s Bible is my most prized possession. I love looking at my grandfather’s Thompson Chain Bible from the 1940s and seeing the verses that he underlined and seeing what he wrote in the margins. What I want to do is read through enough Bibles and mark them up so that my kids and eventually my grandkids can all have one. 

Read it.

Number two, research it. You can’t just read it, you need to research it. You need to put every sermon you hear at National Community Church through the filter of Scripture. There is a simple reason for that. I am not omniscient. Don’t take my word for it. I’m not the final authority, Scripture is the final authority. You need to test everything against the Word of God. Acts 17:11
11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
Research it. 

About a month ago, I met with a 17 year old from Oklahoma named Holden Hill. He flew to DC to spend a half hour with me. And he has done this with 463 people that he has interviewed. So when we sat down, he had a litany of question but I said before you ask me those questions, can you tell me the genesis of why you are doing this? He said there is wisdom in the multitude of counselors.  17 years old! Here is what he is doing. Proverbs 11:14 says there is wisdom in the multitude of counselors. So he is interviewing 463 people. It seems like he is taking that proverb literally and personally. Not just reading it but researching it. 

Matthew 9:13

13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’

I think what He is saying is go research it. Go learn what this means. A sermon is a conversation starter. It is a homework assignment. Research it. We are talking about a script so Leonardo DiCaprio recently won Best Actor for the Revenent. He almost got hypothermia from swimming in freezing rivers. The filmed in temperatures below zero. He slept in an animal carcass and he ate raw bison liver on a regular basis. Why? Couldn’t you just green screen it? No, the producer, the director, he knew, he knew you can’t fake it. You have to be real. That is called extreme role preparation and it is almost a sport among actors. One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, did you know that many of the supporting cast checked into the psychiatric ward? Saving Private Ryan actors were put through a 10-day boot camp with a retired Marine. Robert DeNiro got a cab driver’s license and did 12 hour shifts for weeks to prepare for his role in Taxi Driver. Christian Bale lost 63 pounds to play his role in the Machinist. Steve McQueen did a 12 hour endurance race before filming Le Mans. Lawrence Whitaker learned Swahili to play a Ugandan dictator. And Billy Bob Thornton put crushed glass in his shoes to make his character’s unusual shuffle more believable in Sling Blade. He yelled ‘Cut!’ in that movie more than any other movie he has directed! 
Here’s what I’m saying, you have to research it. We need some extreme role preparation. I think about John the Baptist in the wilderness eating locust. I think about Jesus extreme role preparation fasting in the wilderness for 40 days. 

Read it and research it. And rehearse it. Peter Marshall, one of my heroes, pastored New York Avenue Presbyterian Church in the 1940s. He wrote a book, Mr. Jones, Meet the Master. And in this one little piece of it that I love, he said, I wonder what would happen if we all agreed to read one of the gospels until we came to a place that told us to do something then went out to do it and only after having done it, began reading again. 

We can’t just read it and research it. We have to rehearse it. 

I have a simple theory when it comes to spiritual maturity. When you first encounter a verse of Scripture, it is a theory. You haven’t experienced it. But once you experience it, theory becomes reality. Example, Matthew 18:18

18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

10 years ago it was a theory. That didn’t make sense to me until we found a crack house and we started circling it in prayer for five years. And then we got it despite the fact that four people offered more money for it than we did. How? Prayer is the way you put binding contract on things in the spiritual realm. It has to be in the will of God and for the glory of God, but when it is, you are functioning in the full authority of the King and his kingdom. So Ebenezers is Matthew 18:18. We bound that thing in prayer and it was bound in heaven. It is not a theory anymore! I understand the authority that we have in Christ. Sometimes I doubt and sometimes I lack the faith but that verse isn’t theory anymore. It is reality. 

So verse by verse we begin to live out the truths of Scripture because Scripture becomes a script. 

James 1:22

22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.

We have to rehearse it. Christianity is not a noun, it is an action verb. God is not going to say well read good and faithful servant. He is going to say well done good and faithful servant. 
So the Bible is this script that you begin to live out by faith and by obedience even sometime when it doesn’t make sense. 

I’m fascinated by famous persons and their life verses. For Martin Luther it was Romans1:17. George Washington Carver it was Job 12:7-8. I will share mine in a few weeks.

Here’s the deal, you are the only Bible some people will ever read. Are you a good translation? What verse is your life exegesis? What are you living out? What are you translating to the world? 

Hebrews 12:1

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith.

Two weeks ago, I handed in the manuscript for Chase the Lion, the next book. We will give you a copy in September. I gave it to an editor. Why? Because I need one! Everybody needs one. Good writing is bad writing well edited. Your life needs an editor. You need an editor and his name is Jesus. He is a story teller. He has been telling stories since the beginning of creation. He tells amazing stories but you have to give Him complete editorial control of your life. Then you have to get into the script and you have to get into character and you have to read it and research it and rehearse it. I’m not telling you it is going to be easy. God will do some script revisions in your life. 

Scripture is a script. May you live your life in a way that is worth telling stories about. 

Father help us to not just be hearers of the Word but to be doers of it. Lord I pray for those who have been reading the wrong script, they have been fed a line or they’ve been fed a lie. Father I pray that this weekend they would recognize that there is a God in heaven who has a plan and purpose and who has ordained all the days of their life. God I pray that as You hand them the script, that they would receive it and that they would surrender their life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. In Jesus name, Amen. 
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