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Oh what a beautiful morning,
Oh what a beautiful day,
I’ve got a beautiful feeling,
Everything’s going your way.
That’s how I woke up every morning as a child. My mom would wake me up by singing that song. I thought she made it up. It has probably been 30 years since I had heard that song. Until recently I was sitting in a Panera Bread and I heard that song over the intercom. I started looking around for my mom! I guess I’ve lived a somewhat sheltered life because I discovered it is actually the opening song in the Broadway musical Oklahoma. Just to survey, who knew this? I feel worse now! That Rogers & Hammerstein musical debuted in 1943. It became one of the most popular songs of that wartime era. Brooks Atkinson, the critic who originally reviewed it for the New York Times said that it changed musical theater forever. He said after a verse like that sung to a buoyant melody, the banalities of the old musical stage because intolerable. After a verse like that, a little play on words happening right here because I’m about to read the verse that we are going to look at this weekend. I’ve worked hard on this. Are you ready for Romans 8:37? After a verse like that, the banalities of life are intolerable.
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

You are more than a conqueror. I know that it might not seem like everything is going your way all the time. Listen, bad things happen to good people. Tragedy strikes. Pain is impartial. You and I both have scars. But when everything is said and done, you are not a victim, you are more than a conqueror. 

I love the words that Oswald Chambers coined in his classic devotional, My Utmost for His Highest. Chambers said, “No power on earth or in hell can conquer the Spirit of God in a human spirit.” 
The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead dwells in us. So what Chambers says is he calls it an inner unconquerableness. I don’t think that’s in the dictionary but I like it. It is the message of this verse. There is an inner unconquerableness for those of us who follow Christ.

We’ve been talking about ‘If’ and this weekend I want to talk about a three word phrase, ‘More Than Conquerors.’ In the Greek it is one word and it literally means hyper-conqueror. When I introduce myself to people, I generally use my birth name, not my birthright. I generally say Hi, I’m Mark. I’m not suggesting this weekend that you introduce my saying Hi I’m a hyper-conqueror. That might not play out like it want it to but that’s who you are in Christ. That is your true identity. That is your destiny. And to think of yourself as anything less than who God says you are in Christ is false humility. Then we walk around defeated because we don’t understand our true identity. 

Jot this down, pride is believing something about yourself that is not true. False humility is not believing something about yourself that is true. I don’t know which one we have a bigger problem with! But this is know for sure, you are not a victim. You are not damaged goods. You are not whatever label our culture puts on you. You are not your IQ. You are not whatever degrees or titles you have. You are more than a conqueror. That is your identity. That is what Romans 8:37 says.
So if you are a child of God, you are a child of the King and that makes you a prince or a princess. I have some nieces so I know there are some pretty amazing Disney princesses and I know that when I say you are a princess, that sounds Disney-ish and came come across as a little make believe to call my daughter Princess Summer. But that is how I see her and that is who she is as a daughter of God. It doesn’t mean you have to wear a tiara on your head but you have to continually remind yourself of who you are in Christ. Did you know that the name Israel, which we know as a nation now but it was a person, it means prince of God. Jacob’s name meant deceiver but what did God do? He changed Jacob’s identity by changing his name. He said you are no longer deceiver, you are now prince of God. Can I suggest that what God did for Jacob, He has done for each one of us? Whether we realize it or not, that’s who we are. By the way, seven times in the book of Revelation, there is this little phrase, to him who overcomes, to him who overcomes, and to each one is attached a promise. One of my favorites is Revelation 2:17

To him who overcomes, I will give a white stone with a new name written on it known only to the one who receives it.

My parents gave me a name but it is not my true name. That is not the truest name that reflects my identity or my destiny. That is a name that only God knows and He will reveal it to me on the flip side of eternity. And when He calls you by that name, your life is going to make sense. The plans and purposes of God, the way He has wired you, it will make sense in that moment. 

So if you are in Christ, you are a child of God and that makes you more than a conqueror. And if that isn’t how you see yourself, then you haven’t come to terms yet with who God says you are. 

Back to Romans 8:37, in all these things we are more than conquerors. What is Paul referencing here when he says in all these things? Let’s look at the verse before. Verse 35

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

In all these things, we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.

Paul starts with the question – who shall separate us from the love of Christ, then he comes up with a laundry list of worst case scenarios from trouble to danger and everything in between. What I want you to understand is that Paul is not speaking in hyperbole or hypothetically. Every one of these words is like a word association test. And if you know anything about the apostle Paul, you know that there is a painful memory attached to each one. He remembers the shipwreck during a typhoon on the Mediterranean Sea, when he says hardship. I wonder if when he says persecution if it pings his memory of getting stoned with rocks. When he writes trial, the apostle Paul stood before the evil emperor. So each one of these has a memory attached to it. Then Paul receives the maximum sentence of 40 lashed minus one not once but five times. So by my count, there were 195 scars that crisscrossed the apostle Paul’s back. 

I don’t know what your resume of pain and suffering looks like but I do believe that no matter what has happened to you, you can overcome it. I also know the enemy wants you to play the victim and he wants you to roll over and play dead. But I want you to hear this, you are not defined by what others have done to you. You are defined by what Christ has done for you. I want to make sure you get that. You are not defined by what others have done to you. I know some of you have walked through some tough stuff but so did Jesus. He had emotional scars that are just as real as physical scars. They are just as debilitating sometimes. But you are still not a victim. You are more than a conqueror.
Let me try to come at this from an angle. This week I had an MRI on my knee, the one that I tore playing basketball in college. It has been playing some tricks on me. So I went in and the radiologist told me to try to stay still. He said it would be about 30 minutes. How hard is it to stay still? I can do this! But I have never had a harder time doing nothing! My mind was playing tricks on me. I think my knee was twitching. My hamstrings actually hurt a little bit at the end of this thing because I realized how hard it was for me to do nothing because I was focusing on doing nothing. When you focus on what you don’t want to do, what do you end up doing? Usually the very thing that you were focusing on not doing. If you play golf and you are lining up and saying don’t slice it don’t slice it don’t slice it, you are probably going to slice it! The mind plays tricks on us. 
Paul describes this conundrum of human behavior in Romans 7:18

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find. 19 For the good that I will to do, I do not do; but the evil I will not to do, that I practice. 20 Now if I do what I will not to do, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells in me.

Tell me you’ve been there like I have! I feel like so much of my life comes back to this, I did it again, what I didn’t want to do. And I didn’t do what I wanted to do! In Psychology there is something called a double bind. If I say to you, be spontaneous, you can’t be because I just told you to do it. I think when we focus on what we don’t want to do, who we don’t want to be, it is almost like a spiritual double bind. And that is exactly what the enemy wants. He wants you to focus on what you fear. He wants you to focus on what you fear. This is tough across the board. Let me speak as a parent, I think one of the toughest things as a dad is not allowing the fears I have. I mean we raised our kids in the city, just crossing the street is scary. I think about the culture we are in and if you aren’t careful, as a parent, fear can rob you of the joy of watching the grace of God play out in your kids’ lives. I’m saying don’t parent out of fear. Don’t lead out of fear. Don’t live out of fear. A fear-based approach to life is not God’s plan. 

Romans 8:15 says it this way

15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 

Couple that with I John 4:18 where it says the love of God casts out all fear. The love of God is a restraining order against fear. It is a cease and desist. But the enemy is a bully and his bark is worse than his bite. I Peter 5:8 says that he prowls around like a roaring lion. The key word here is ‘like.’ He is not a roaring lion but he prowls around like one. He is an imposter and if we allow him to, he will play tricks on us. What I’m getting at is this, don’t let fear dictate your decision. Live by faith. Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.
Let me tell you about my Grandma Johnson. A small, short woman, small stature. I have memories of standing back to back with her to see who was taller and I think I passed her up in 3rd grade. She was less than five feet tall and not real strong. At the end of her 84 years, we used to do this thing with her and ask her to show us her muscle. Instead of the bicep popping up, all the loose skin and flesh would dangle down and we would jiggle it. I promise you my grandmother is smiling in heaven right now. You have never met a more good-natured, fun-loving woman. So if your grandma isn’t like my grandma, don’t do this! My grandmas wasn’t real strong but she was more than a conqueror. She packed a spiritual punch. The story I’m about to tell you is legend in our family and it is entirely true. My grandma was an entrepreneur. She was a wedding consultant and ran a floral business out of the home and also out of a van. So she would go and make deliveries and one day someone stole the van. The police didn’t make a whole lot of progress tracking this thing down and she needed it. So my grandma decided to go private PI. She had a hunch that some of the high school kids stole the van. So she drove over to the high school and she found it parked outside! I’m not going to recommend this but my grandma didn’t call the police. She got in the van and she hid in back. The school bell rang and a couple of teenage boys came out and got in the van and my grandma scared the living daylights out of them! Hello boys! You stole my van, we are going to go see the principal. My grandma marched these boys into the principal’s office! How great is that! Here’s the rest of the story. My grandma grew up with a mother who was absolutely crippled by fear. Her husband, who was a train conductor, used to travel and he would be out of town for a couple days at a time and my great, great grandmother was so afraid that every night her husband was gone, all the kids had to sleep in her bedroom. The very last thing she would do was she would push the dresser in front of the bedroom door. My grandma grew up in this very fearful environment but she made a decision that she would never live like her mother, that she would not be afraid of anything. Small woman but fearless. I think her fearlessness came from her love for God but more significantly God’s love for her that had invaded her mind right down to her heart and her spirit. And because the love of God was so real to my grandmother, there wasn’t anything left to be afraid of because perfect love casts out all fear.
Don’t let fear dictate your decisions. You are more than a conqueror.

Here’s the key, verse 38

38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Paul says I am convinced. The KJV says I am persuaded. This isn’t a chapter, this is a conviction. Paul is writing his deepest held conviction. The same guy that endured the danger and the hardship and the trial and the trouble, when he looked back at his life this is the only conclusion he can come to. I am convinced. 

The love of God is not logical, it is theological. The love of God is not something you can mentally comprehend. Somehow, some way it is by the revelation of God. It has to get from the head to the heart to the gut. This isn’t information, this is transformation. This is the thing that transforms our lives. It is the love of God that changes everything. 

Let me zoom in on one, let me talk about height nor depth. The furthest galaxy discovered by spectroscopy is Za_gnd_5296. It is a galaxy that is 13.8 billion light years old or away. Spatially speaking it is the highest height. The deepest depth is the Challenger Deep. It is a trench that runs 6.85 miles beneath the US territorial island of Guam. By the way, water pressure at that depth is a thousand times greater than atmospheric pressure at sea level. You wouldn’t last a nanosecond. You would be crushed but the love of God will sustain you. It is a stronger force than whatever pressure you are experiencing even at that depth and with that much pressure. 

Even if you could escape time and space, you couldn’t escape his love. His love goes beyond the borders of space and beyond the boundaries of time. 

Here’s what I’m getting at, the issue is not how lovable you are. The issue is how loving God is. There is nothing you can do to make God love you more or less. His love is perfect. His love is unconditional and unchangeable and unfathomable. That’s why God uses height and depth as one analogy. It is not about how lovable you are. It is about how loving God is. 

This plays out in a thousand ways in our lives. Let me talk about worship. Worship that is dictated by how we feel about ourselves more than how we feel about God is false worship. It is worship based on our performance, which would make it self-worship. It is dictated by how loveable we think we are instead of how loving we think God is. Do you see how subtle this is? So if we aren’t careful, our worship actually becomes an expression of how we are doing spiritually and whether or not we are winning the day in and day out battle with temptation. But that is false worship and self-worship because it is dictated by our performance. It is more about how we feel about ourselves than how we feel about God. Now, I get it, sometimes we have a hard time worshipping because we don’t feel worthy but that is not the issue. Is He worthy? Yes! He is worthy and that means that our worship has to be dictated by who God is.

We have a saying around here, don’t let what’s wrong with you keep you from worshiping what is right with God.

There is a brilliant book that contains the favorite verses of famous people. Here’s the challenge, it was written a long time ago so you don’t know who these people are but let me tell you about one of the famous people. And let me say this, I think that eventually your favorite Scripture will become the script for your life. What’s my favorite verse? Ephesians 2:10
 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

I told you last weekend, my self-confidence is not real high but my sense of destiny is off the chart because God is ordering my footsteps. He is preparing good works in advance. I will live my life in a way where that Scripture has become the script of my life. And my favorite chapter is Romans 8. Let me just share one of the biographies in that book. John Bruce was a Federal Judge nominated by Ulysses S. Grant in 1875. When he was on his death bed, he told his daughter to fetch the Bible. She went and got the book and he told her to turn to Romans 8. Then he asked her to put his feeble finger on Romans 8:38 and he quoted these words:

38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

John Bruce died with his finger on that promise. Let’s put our finger on the promises of God.

Lord, help us to respond to your Word. Lord we thank You for your love which is beyond human comprehension. Even the love I have for my wife and my three children doesn’t even compare to the love You have for us. As your children, Lord I thank You that right now there are those who are reaching out to receive a love that maybe they have run away from. Maybe they have allowed themselves to be defined by what others have done to them. God right here right now, would You gently embrace them and remind them that they are defined by what You have done for them.To as many as have receive Him, to them He gave the power to become the children of God. Amen. 
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