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Greetings to everybody at all of our campuses. This weekend, we continue ‘A Trip Around The Sun’ series and we welcome to National Community Church Pastor TL Rogers. He pastored Triumphant Church here in the DC area for a quarter century before handing off to his son and my friend, Pastor Perrin Rogers. Even more impressive, he and Mabel have been married for 47 years and she makes a mean sweet potato biscuit! They have been a blessing to me personally and after pastoring the church, he has become a pastor to pastors, a spiritual father. And he has been a father and a friend to all of our campus pastors. We have been so blessed by his friendship and you are going to be blessed by his message this weekend. Get your Amen on and let’s welcome Pastor TL Rogers.

[Pastor TL Rogers]

This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it! Are you glad to be here today? Thank God for a beautiful day that He has given us. This indeed is an honor for me to be able to do two things. First thing is to check off one of the things on my bucket list. I wanted to preach at National Community Church. Second thing is to give an uptick to my resume because with this grey hair, I need to bump up my resume. So if I have on there that I preached at National Community Church, that’s a big ordeal! But I really do thank Pastor Mark for giving me this opportunity and it really is an honor any time a pastor lets you preach to the congregation that God has given unto his care. It is an honor.
The relationships that we have made in the last couple of years with the pastoral team at National Community Church have been so rich. It is such a joy to be in wonderful relationships and for them to come to my house and to eat some of Mabel’s sweet potato rolls. There is an anointing on those! So we thank God. Pastor Josh became friends with my son Perrin and then I was introduced to Pastor Dave and Pastor Mark and it is wonderful.

I want to preach about what the mother of the church told the new pastor he needed to preach about. She said, ‘Son, you know what you need to preach about.’ He said, ‘Yes, I need to preach about Jesus.’ And she said, ‘Well, that’s good but that’s not the answer.’ He said, ‘I need to preach about Calvary and Christ dying on the cross.’ And she said, ‘That’s good but that is really not the answer.’ So he said, ‘Well what should I preach about?’ And she said, ‘You should preach about 15 minutes!’ 

Where are all the unmarried people in the house? If you are unmarried, stand up so I can see who I am going to preach to. Ok good. This is the sermon you have been waiting for somebody to preach!  You are going to be happy and the married folks are going to be mad!

I want to talk about three things nobody taught me before I got married. I grew up not knowing my father. I grew up in a single parent home and the things about relationships, I just did not get any training in relationships. So when I got married, I really didn’t have a clue! If anything, less than a clue. I had no idea what it ought to really be about. I was 19 year old and the fact that Mabel and I have been married almost 47 years is simply the grace of God.
But there are three things I wish someone had told me before I got married. I still would have gotten married but I could have had a better ease at the transition. Look with me in Genesis. I’ve been pastoring 33 years and when I first started pastoring, I would say turn in your Bible. Now I say open your phones. 

Genesis 1:27

27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Then go over to Chapter 2:16

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
18 And the Lord God said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him.”

The first thing I wish someone had taught me before I got married, write this down, is obeying the laws of God is the most important thing in life. Obeying the laws of God is the most important thing in life. Everything God created was designed to function by laws. He gave them specific laws that they were to obey. They were to be in charge. He gave laws so that He could guarantee success. The sub-point here is success is predictable. 

Joshua 1:8

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

So success is predictable when you obey the laws of God. But I hate to tell you this but failure is also predictable. I’m not going to wish anything bad on you but failure is predictable. The Lord God commanded the man he could eat of every tree in the Garden but do not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil for the day you do, you will surely die. So failure is also predictable. 

II Corinthians 6:14 says

14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.

So if you violate that law of relationships, failure is predictable.

I Corinthians 6:18 says

18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.

It says flee. Can we agree that the word flee means to run the opposite direction? So let me talk to you about this thing called dating. When a young girl, 18 years old, she is gorgeous, she filled out, jeans are tight, blouse is tight, and she gets in a car with a young man, he is muscular built, on the football team with hormones on top of his head and they get in the car and go out on a date. Is that fleeing sexual immorality? Is that running the opposite direction? No! And the mother and the father let them go out on this thing called a date and the girl gets pregnant and they can’t figure out how it happened! She went out on a date! Let me give you a definition for dating. Dating is lying. Dating is lying. Young man makes the girl believe he always has some money. His car is always clean and he loves to talk, and guess what? He is lying! Young lady makes the guy think that she never has a bad hair day and that she is always pleasant and that she loves to clean the house and she loves to cook, and guess what? She is lying! So they date for three years and they get married and a couple of months into it, this is what they start saying, ‘I didn’t know that about you.’ That’s right because for three years, we’ve been lying to each other! 
So the law says flee sexual immorality. 
James 1:19 says


O then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath;

That is not the way to have a good argument is it! Let me say it this way. If you always have to have the first word and the last word, failure is predictable. So that’s the first thing.

Second thing, no one taught me before I got married, singleness is more important than marriage. Whew! Do I have any Bible for that? Yes. Ephesians 5:31

31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 

The two whole people will become one flesh. Mabel is not my better half. She is my better whole. She was a whole person when she met me. 

You do know that the word ‘one’ is a whole number. One is a whole number. God did not say it is not good to be single. He said it is not good to be alone. Ah! Single means to be separate. It means to be unique and distinctive and special. When you are an original, you never have to compete. When you walk into the room, there is no competition for you because you are unique. You are it! Single means to be whole and complete. This is a whole glass of water. This is a half of a glass of water. Which one of these represents you? Are you a whole person? Are you half a person? People that are deficits have to go around collecting people to make them feel whole. They have to go around and collect people to fill up the empty space in their lives. God said it is not good to be alone. But you need to be single. You need to be a whole person. Don’t marry a deficit! Alone means to be all in one. The Lord God said it is not good to be all in one, to be so exclusive or so isolated, to be without someone to communicate with and someone that knows how much money you make and to tell you that you don’t need another pair of shoes or another gadget. You need someone that will affirm you. You need someone to help you complete your assignment. You need a teammate. You need a receiver when you are throwing the ball. You need someone to block for you, to run interference. So God told Adam He was going to make a helpmate suitable for him. Someone that is compatible. Satan wanted the woman to compete with the man but God planned on her helping the man complete his assignment, not to compete for the assignment. 

The problem is we see people and they look good and we think we can make it fit. We think we will change them. But you need to find someone that fits you. Mabel Rogers fits me. She has just enough independence. She has the right amount of vocal skills to encourage me. She is not too aggressive. And she is just enough for me. She is enough to challenge me when I need to be challenged and she fits me. 

Intrapersonal relationships are more important than interpersonal relationships. Intra, work on yourself, work on the inside. Spend as much time working on the inside as you do working on the outside. So there should never be a time when you want to cease being single, whole and complete. Don’t get married until you are single, whole and complete. And don’t marry a deficit.

The third thing no one taught me that I wish someone had taught, marriage is a choice, not a requirement. Do I have any Bible for that? I sure do! Go to I Corinthians 7:1

Now concerning the things of which you wrote to me:

It is good for a man not to touch a woman. 2 Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality, let each man have his own wife, and let each woman have her own husband. 3 Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and likewise also the wife to her husband. 

Skip down to verse 6

6 But I say this as a concession, not as a commandment. 7 For I wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that.
History shows that at this point, the apostle Paul was single. 

Verse 32

32 But I want you to be without care. He who is unmarried cares for the things of the Lord—how he may please the Lord. 33 But he who is married cares about the things of the world—how he may please his wife.

The next two verses say the same thing. Paul says I want you to be free from concern. I want you to know that Paul is saying that when you decide to get married, there are a lot of concerns that come along with being married. There are a lot of complications. As wonderful as marriage is, 47 years, it comes along with complications. There is a cost to it and you have to be willing to pay the cost. You understand this, those of you who live in Washington DC. How many of you who live in Washington DC do not own an automobile? The reason you don’t is you don’t want to have to be concerned about making the car payment, finding a place to park, paying insurance, finding a place to park, gas prices going up, finding a place to park, maintenance, finding a place to park. I have a wonderful car but I spend a lot of money on my car. I love my car but it comes with a whole lot of concerns. Paul says I want you to be free from concern.
God said it is not good for man to be alone, but you don’t have to get married in order to obey that law. Remember Adam was in an interesting predicament when God said that to him. There wasn’t anyone else on the earth that he could relate to. For you, that is not so. Am I helping anyone here? In order to not be alone, you don’t have to get married. You have a family, mother, father, brothers, cousins, somebody. You have a church family that you can be connected to. You have co-workers. You have friends that you can develop relationships in order to not be alone. So literally you don’t have to get married in order to obey that law. You don’t need to be isolated. You don’t need to be a loner. Whenever you are in a relationship, you don’t go into the relationship for what you can get from the relationship. You go into to the relationship for what you can give to the relationship, what you bring to the relationship.
The number one reason to get married, this is true, is not because you are in love. Yesterday, there were a lot of people in divorce court that had been in love. The number one reason to get married is because you have found someone I want to give the rest of my life making that person happy. I have found someone I want to give the rest of my life making that person happy.  Oh, you thought you were supposed to get married because you found somebody to make you happy? No! You have desires and wishes but it is not up to you to meet those, it is up to your mate to meet those. Your responsibility is to make the other person happy.  Do I have any Bible for that? Yes! For God so loved the world that He gave. Gave. Love’s direction is always out. 

This is what I want to happen. This is a single glass of ice. This is a single woman. She has a good job. She has a 401K. She has money saved. She has her own apartment and nice furniture and she is working in ministry and she loves the Lord. She is doing well. And this glass is a man. He has a good job, saves some money. He has his own condo. And he loves the Lord and he is working in ministry and when these two whole people come together, this is what was going on with Adam. Adam didn’t realize that it could get any better than it was. He didn’t realize it could get any better until God said, ‘I’m going to make somebody that is going to complement you.’ So when the two of these folks get together, watch what happens when I pour the ice into this glass of water. It’s called overflow. When two single whole people come together. So maybe every month the man has a thousand dollars left over and maybe the woman has a thousand dollars left over, when you get married you have two thousand dollars left over. And you could rent out the apartment and live in the condo. It is called overflow. 
Did I help any unmarried folks? Let’s close with a word of prayer. I want to bless you. To those of you who are unmarried, by the time you get married, you will be whole and single. And you won’t go into marriage with a deficit. 

Heavenly Father I thank You Lord for these that are here. You planned on them being here to hear this word from the foundation of the earth. You knew they would be here so You had me preach this word to catch someone before they got into to marriage too soon without learning what they need to learn. Lord, I want You to bless these unmarried people, that they begin to enjoy life without a cloud hanging over their head that they need to get married. Bless them that they enjoy life. Bless their going out and bless their coming in. 

May the Lord God bless and keep you. May the Lord make his face shine upon you and lift up his countenance on you and give you his peace, a peace that surpasses all understanding. May it guard your hearts and your minds through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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