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Welcome to National Community Church! We continue our ‘A Trip Around The Sun’ series and it is a privilege and joy to welcome to National Community Church Dr. Dick Eastman. Dick serves as the President of Every Home for Christ and in that capacity has traveled around the world 100 times, seen 139 million decisions for Jesus Christ. He is also the President of the National Prayer Committee so he is in Washington DC frequently in that capacity. I have to tell you the first time we met, Lora and I knelt in my office as Dick and his wife laid hands on us and prayed for us. It was a game changer for me. Then a year ago, we had a two hour conversation, I don’t know that Dick even knows the way the tectonic plates in my life shifted because of that one conversation. I am not the same person. So I am so grateful and we are so honored to have Dr. Dick Eastman. Give him a huge NCC welcome.

[Dick Eastman]

I am really delighted to be here. We are here in the DC area because we are establishing a 24 hour prayer center right across the street from the Supreme Court and God has blessed us with two beautiful units. We came here with a team to get 40 prayer circles around the Supreme Court area and around that property and we did it. We had a passage of Scripture for each of those praying and claiming this area for the Lord. How many believe God answers prayer? So we are into prayer circles. I will comment more about that in a moment. 

When we talk about a trip around the sun, the trip around the sun that my wife and I had last year, we travel a lot and so of course that trip around the sun, we literally traveled last year seven times around the world in miles. As was mentioned earlier, we’ve had more than 100 trips around the world seeing what God is doing and it is absolutely extraordinary. 
I want to take you back to something that happened during our 27th trip around the sun. But before I do that, how many of you recognize that we live in a crazy world? When a train can go off the tracks in Philadelphia on a curve that has a 50 mile an hour limit and the train was going 106 miles an hour and the politicians blame the curve! It is an interesting world. Then on Monday of this week, a painting by Picasso sold for $179 million dollars. The priciest painting ever. I saw it on TV for 10 seconds and it made no sense whatsoever. It is titled The Women of Algiers and they had to give it a title so you would know what it was! That reminded me of something I heard a while back, that Picasso was not a morning person. He would come into the studio to begin his paintings around noon but one morning he couldn’t sleep so he came into his studio around 8:00 am and his door was ajar. He noticed someone had broken in and he came into his studio and a burglar just knocked him over and stole three of his paintings. Picasso was a frail old guy and he just caught a glimpse of him and when the police came, they asked him if he could give a description so the artist could sketch the culprit, so he did and three days later the police in Paris arrested the Eifel Tower and a lawn chair and a shopping cart missing two wheels. 
I made that up. That is not true. We live in a crazy world. 

What are the things that really count?

I have to tell you what happened in our ministry last year because I know when I start sharing numbers, first of all, it is important to understand that every person is important to God. It is like Pastor Mark says, every person has a story. I might share one or two tonight. But this last year, our ministry, Every Home for Christ, we have offices in 150 nations and we have a staff of 8,000 right now out there in the field taking the good news of Jesus. I know this sounds like a staggering number but last year was our record year of homes reached. Last year, our teams, including volunteers, we averaged 52,000 monthly volunteers in all of these nations going out into villages and last year was a record year of 99,520,000 homes reached with the gospel. Some people say that is impossible. I just remind them with God how many things are possible. 
To give you an idea of the rapid increase of the harvest, in our ministry in the year 2000, we followed up 526,000 decisions in people responding wanting to know Jesus. I don’t know if that excites you or not but the angels go crazy in heaven! When one soul repents, they go wild! That’s why they have wings! Last year, it was more than one million every month! That is not an exaggeration. 

What I want to do in a few minutes is take you back where all this began. There was a powerful, personal defining moment in our 27th journey around the sun. By the way, I was in a meeting recently with a bunch of young people and I asked, ‘How many agree that I don’t look like an 80 year old man?’ They all cheered! I said, ‘Thank God because I’m nowhere near 80!’ But I have had 71 journeys. Do the math.

If I were to give a title to what I would share today it would be tearful sowing, joyful reaping. This is a season of a tenderness in my life, especially being here in DC and being part of these 40 prayer circles and believing what God is yet to do in our nation in a very profound way. When we speak about those things that are really valuable.  A year ago, I came to Washington during the Supreme Court hearing with some friends of ours who happen to own a company called Hobby Lobby and we’ve been friends of this family for quite a while. We had been in their home. Then the issue surfaced about them doing things that were so totally against their conscience and they were making a stand that they just couldn’t do those things any more that violate God’s Word. And it became a major Supreme Court case. Some say it was one of the most significant religious liberty issues in the history of the Supreme Court. Of course we now know, last June 30th, they won that case. I mention that because sitting in the home of these wonderful people, David and Barbara Green, one night after dinner, David said in passing to me something that I want to leave with you. He said, ‘Dick, you know there are only two things in all the world that are eternal, God’s Word and man’s soul.’ 
Pastor Mark asked me yesterday if I had any specific life verses and I was sharing a couple with him. Then I realized that I was going to speak on this and yet, I didn’t really give him this particular passage but it is Psalm 126:5-6, tearful sowing and joyful reaping. 

At my age, when I started memorizing Scripture, we had the good old King James Version. Have any of you heard of that? Now, I live in the Message Bible. I’ve had the habit for 45 years of starting in Genesis 1 on day 1 of January and by the time I get to the last day of December finishing the end of Revelation and I love the Message Bible but I wanted to go back because of the unique wording of this old traditional passage where it says
They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

I was just thinking about this, this expression ‘they’ and I couldn’t even get by that first word. I realized that ‘they’ refers to a specific group. There is always a few ‘theys’ scattered around the body of Christ. They that sow in tears will reap in joy. So they that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

He that goeth forth and reapeth bearing precious seed shall doubtless come again with rejoicing bringing his sheaves with him. 

I want to pause for a moment. You read verses and your hear words, and I decided I needed to look up the word ‘sheaves.’ I have an idea that it has to do with the harvest, but sheaves is the plural of the word ‘sheaf’ but the interesting thing about a sheaf is a sheaf is a bundle of cut stalks of grain bound with twine. So in other words, it is actually a plural in and of itself because if that sheaf, there is a multiplicity of harvest right there. So what this is saying is when you go forth and weep and bear precious seed, you are going to doubtlessly have a harvest. 
I have two questions. Number one, how many of you are on your way to heaven? How many want to take a lot of people with you? Listen, don’t go to heaven without harvest. 

I’m going to give all of you a world prayer map tonight. It is a full colored map, a 31 day calendar with the countries, some of them listed for each day, if you were to use it for a few minutes every day, by the end of the month, you will travel to the whole world in prayer every month. Incidentally, I can mention those that are watching by satellite in different places where we don’t have the maps, you can visit our website and get it free or call our toll free number and get it free. Our website is easy, www.ehc.org.  For years, I have held that map before the Lord praying for the nations day by day and the most amazing thing is, the more I pray for those nations, the more God opens them up. And the harvest starts coming.

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy and he that goeth forth and reapeth bearing precious seed.

Years ago, I heard a statement made by a lady that survived the Holocaust, Corrie Tin Boom, who made this statement, that even a child can count the seeds in an apple, but only God can count the apples in a seed. Listen to that again. Even a child can count the seeds in an apple but only God can count the apples in a seed. 

I remember when we started a work, and I’m careful not to say too much about some aspects of our ministry in parts of the world but when we started working in China, we found a young brother who had developed the most interesting strategy of even foreigners from different countries coming into China and getting on buses and going out into the countryside and to describe some of the strategy, when I first met this young brother and heard what he was doing, I just couldn’t believe the uniqueness of how they were getting the gospel to people. What they would do it they would get literature in and then they would meet in certain places and he developed some little guides and they had all kinds of things written in Chinese but with some English translation so that a person that didn’t even know the language at all could be directed of where to go and how to go. And they would get on a bus and go out to a distant city, maybe 8 hours, and then they would check into a hotel. They did all the research to make sure it was hotels where foreigners could check in, and they would check in and get something to eat. They would wear dark clothes and you would stay up and pray and about midnight, they would slip out of the hotel and start going into the streets and going down the lanes and putting the gospel in doorsteps and on windowsills and you would do that all night. At about 5:00 am in the morning when these little mini buses were leaving to go back to the city where you came from, they would get on the bus and be out of town before anybody would wake up. So everybody, police and everybody, would wake up and find the gospel on their doorstep. But here’s the best part, the reason I know about this is because I was so convicted that I did it. And I was scared to death! But when you would get on the bus, you would get in line early to get a seat right by the back and you had a big backpack full of gospel booklets. Then when you are driving through the countryside and the driver are not paying any attention, the windows are down and you are going through the countryside and children are on their way to school and farmers were out working and the bus is going 60 miles an hour and you grab a handful and you just stretch out and let it go. They called it tract-bombing! And I did it! One time when I was looking out the back window, I saw a little girl 11 or 12 years old run out into the road and picked up that booklet and stand there and start reading it. The Holy Spirit told me that’s the first time she was ever hearing about Jesus. 
I told you all that, they that sow in tears will reap in joy, because one day our director, sometimes they would put their phone numbers on the tracts. There are three times as many mobile phones in China as there are people in America. So our director got a call and it was a farmer and the farmer said, ‘I want to know who you are because I got a message about Jesus and I went to my village and I began to tell others about it and now most of our village now worships Jesus. But in the message, you said we should find a good church and we don’t know what a church is. Could I meet with you and you explain that to me?’  Well, they had already formed a church, they were already worshiping together and praying together, they just didn’t know it was a church. So after doing some communication back and forth making sure these weren’t authorities trying to track them down, the guy met him in a city at the bottom of a mountain in a hotel very carefully, and in the process of understanding that this was all true, our director asked him where he first got that message. The farmer said, ‘I’m a farmer and I was bringing fruit down from the mountain to the market and I got tired and I stopped beside a road and a bus went by and the whole sky was filled with messages from God!’ 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

I want to take you back to that 27th journey where all this began. It is difficult for me not to get a little emotional when I go back and describe this experience. I was a youth leader in California. We had a great youth group and it was growing by leaps and bounds and we had a ski club and went up into the mountains to ski and we had some of the most fun retreats ever. And one day God got ahold of me and said we need to go deeper. So I stood up on a Wednesday night in a youth meeting and said, ‘I don’t know how many of you would be interested in doing this but I want to go up in the mountains for a weekend and do nothing but pray, no volleyball or anything else, just our Bibles and if any of you want to do that, I have set aside about three weeks from now after school on Friday we will go up for the weekend and we are going to pray all night.’ And 22 young people signed up. We went up into the Sierra Mountains with 22 young people, found a lodge, and I told them they could bring sleeping bags but we formed a half circle in front of the fireplace, turned off the lights, put logs on the fire and prayed. We got down on our knees and we prayed a good 25 minutes maybe and everybody sat back up on their chairs exhausted, and I thought, this isn’t working. Here we were to pray all night and it wasn’t even 8:00 pm. I was at the end of this half circle and they were all sitting there looking dazed wondering what they had gotten into and all I said was, ‘I know you were in school today and I know we had a long drive and I know you are tired and it’s ok if you want to take your sleeping bag and go sleep, or if you choose we can just get back on our knees and fight the devil.’ I don’t even know why I said that. The youngest person in the group was 13, his name was Pete. Pete lifted up his fist and started to cry and turned to the group and said, ‘I say we fight the devil!’ That night was one of the most memorable nights. And that’s not even the full story that I want to tell you. But in the middle of the night, around 3:00 am, Carolyn, a straight A student, a cheerleader, was on her face sobbing like in Romans 8 where it says the Holy Spirit prays through you with groaning, I thought she was sick. I got behind her to see if she was alright and I knelt down and I heard her pleading with the Lord for the young people in California on drugs. That was the hippie generation and everything was crazy. And she was pleading for revival, and within six months of that, one of the greatest revivals in American’s modern history called the Jesus Movement broke out in California. They were baptizing in the Pacific Ocean 3,000 young people a weekend. And I heard Carolyn ask for that. 
About a year later, they started to grow and we had a prayer retreat in the Sonoma Valley at a YMCA camp and I didn’t know what was about to happen that night. Let me tell you how we would do these prayer retreats. We would start off with worship and then get them in prayer groups and do different prayer activities. The goal was to sustain the prayer with a little bit of an organization to it until about midnight. Then just let them go pray by themselves all over the lodge. So they were all praying, a few in groups, but many alone, with their Bibles open, some weeping and some very quiet. It was absolutely beautiful. I ended up sitting on a table and had my Bible beside me and my legs were just dangling and I was watching and it was so beautiful. Then all of a sudden, I realized something, that I didn’t sense what they were sensing. I’m not saying you have to always feel something, but my heart seemed so callused and I did not know that I was about to release a prayer that would radically affect my life. Sitting there looking at them, I suddenly said, ‘God, why do I sit here feeling nothing when millions of souls are going into eternity not knowing You?’ God, why don’t I care?’ That’s what I said first. And then I prayed the simplest prayer maybe that I’ve ever prayed, with no emotion, none whatsoever, I said, ‘God, please help me care.’ That’s all I said. I waited a second and I felt a tear, a little one. I said, ‘Oh God, something is happening, there is a real tear.’ And then another one and I said, ‘Yes Lord, do more of that.’ And more tears came. But I didn’t know what was going to happen next. I began to weep. I was sitting on this table and started to just sob. Then I started falling off the table. My legs were dangling but I couldn’t make them move. I was falling over and sobbing so uncontrollably that the young people have stood up and have gathered around and I was hearing them talk and they were saying things like, ‘I wonder what’s wrong with him?’ and one of them said, ‘I think he is going to fall on his head.’ Then I heard Larry say, ‘Maybe we should catch him!’ I could hear all this but I couldn’t stop. So then I started falling over onto my head and these guys were holding me and they sat me on the floor, but then they literally set me on my head. I know this but I can’t say anything. You may think I’m just crazy but they set me on my head and one of them said, ‘You can’t just set him on his head’ and I was thinking, ‘Oh hallelujah!’ Then they carried me and laid me in the middle of the room on my side in the fetal position. I don’t know if it was two hours or three hours but I just wept and wept for the lost that have never had the opportunity to hear about Jesus. Then all of a sudden, the most unbelievable peace that I have ever felt in my life came over me. I can’t describe it. And the Lord said, ‘Your ministry has been born tonight.’ 
And when Pastor Mark shared that it is not passed 139 million people that have responded and I simply say to you, God has an appointment with you. It may not happen as radical, but I want to encourage you on your journey with the Lord to take time to be with Him. Take time to be in those moments. 

Now we are in our 72nd journey around the sun and we are still breathing!  But when you look back and you see God’s faithfulness, I just want to tell you to take time to be with the Lord and let Him birth in you the things that He wants to do through you. Take time to be in his presence. I want to encourage you to take time to be with the Lord every day. 

On this map, there is a circular 12 step prayer plan that God gave me many years ago. I was reading the Scripture in Matthew 26, could you not watch with me one hour, and I said, ‘Lord, we’ve got 24 hours in the day, we sleep 8, have 16 left, I don’t see why I can’t set aside at least an hour to be in your presence each day.’ And another defining moment happened at that time too and out of that I wrote a book titled The Hour That Changes The World because people say they can’t pray for an hour and I say well could you praise the Lord for five minutes or could you pray for other people for five minutes and you start putting these 12 things together and you just do it a few times and you find out it is not hard to have an hour of prayer day by day. And that began in my life about 45 years ago and I wouldn’t trade that for anything. People sometimes ask the question, what do you wish that you knew when you were 25 years old that you know today and I will tell you one thing is that there is enough time in every day to make time for Jesus. If you develop that habit, after a while, it will be just as normal as any other habit. 
Smile everybody, God has some great plans for you. I was telling Pastor Mark that we have on 2nd Street right by the Supreme Court that we will begin to see young people come from all over the nations doing prayer circles. I believe it will be thousands and I told Pastor Mark that we need to give every one of them The Circle Maker and let them know ahead of time that we are claiming our nation for Jesus and I believe the heavens are going to open.

Let me pray for you.

Father, thank You so much for those You have brought to this meeting and those watching this and listening to this that You have a divine appointment for them. Lord, You visited me that night on my 27th journey around the sun and it has affected every day of my life and I sense your presence so powerful. Lord I pray that if anything else this evening You would create within the hearts of every listener a hunger for more of You and a passion for those who don’t know You. Lord we ask this for your glory, in Jesus name, Amen. 
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