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The noise is everywhere. Daily, we are bathed in distractions and the noise weaves around us and through us until we are dancing under the power of these powerful puppeteers where we live like this pseudo-sense of control. And the noise is surmounting daily, it is getting louder and we find new distractions, new noise. And rather than protecting the ears of our hearts, we are drawn into the noise. We find new distractions. We are drawn in like the tides of the moon to the sun. We decide, we direct, we dictate and we usually die. Often God speaks in the stillness. When Elijah needed to hear from God, He sent a fire, a quake, a huge wind. God wasn’t in the fire or in the quake or in the wind, He was in the whisper. And the noise breathes distraction. It breathes confusion and fear and doubt. Continually bathed in the noise, our lives unravel and life is a dangerous place. We are stripped of our ability to hear clearly with the ears of our heart. God is waiting in his Word, and our hunger for it must outweigh the very thing that weighs us. The noise must be a slave, and once mastered, it is a useful tool that you can direct, dictate, decide and live. Your tides will dance with the sun. To change your future, reverse your actions. Live a life of clarity. Embrace your freedom. Master the static. Do the natural. 

If you were to ask me, ‘Eric, what happens in your normal day?’ And I would maybe respond, ‘Changing diapers, watching a little bit of television, reading God’s Word,’ the list would go along. Maybe some days riding a bike or walking from appointment to appointment, but if I was going to ask you what your normal day looked like, it would maybe look a lot like mine. I guess all of have a to do list in common, things to do, things to accomplish each day. Every one of us, whether you are six or sixty-six, has a to do list, whether it be simple tasks like brushing your teeth and feeding yourself or other tasks like maybe feeding and brushing the teeth of your children. It might even just be going to work. I don’t know what it is but all of us have this list that we have each day. And if we were really honest, this list could get pretty long. This list can get a little overwhelming. This list can be quite daunting. In fact, at times, if you are like me and you live like I do or like your neighbor, you find yourself in a mode of life where it is just so busy that you can never really catch your breath and enough is never enough. And it seems like you are constantly running all across this earth trying to just get things done so you can go to sleep and get up and do it again. We just get in this habitual way of living where the busyness sets in and we just get immersed in all the tasks, urgent and unimportant, sometimes matters that we literally have to give our attention to. I think we are eloquently called the human race, always running around, always scurrying about, going from this to that.
I think we are also called a scientific term. If you ever had any Science class, Biology, homo sapiens are what we are referred as. That is a scientific classification but it is also a spiritual one. It means thinking being. I want us to pause tonight to think. In fact, everybody take a deep breath and let it out. Do it again. Life is nothing like that deep breath, is it? It is nothing like that moment where you can pause and where you feel like you can catch your breath. You are pausing in a moment to reflect but life is nothing like that.
So let’s think about what life is really like. Let’s just pause as a scientific classification, yes, but as a spiritual classification and think about how we invest our time.  

Let’s think about time for a second. Has anyone ever said to you, ‘How are you going to spend your time?’  It is a common phrase we use. How are you going to spend your Christmas vacation? Or how are you going to spend your weekend? Or what are you going to do Friday evening? Or how are you going to spend your lunch hour? How have you been spending your time? That is a phrase we use all the time. But we never spend time, we only invest it. You don’t have to be a Wall Street Journal guru to figure this out. You don’t even have to have a calculator. You don’t have to have a huge understanding of investing and return on investing, you just need to know this, if you spend your time, as we would say, investing, or rather time brushing your teeth, what is the return on investment? Fresh breath, clean teeth. But if you invest your time in your children and if you invest your time in your studies, if you invest your time at a gym, there are different investments that you invest your time into that pay a rate of return on that investment.

There is a video game that my kids in my small youth group play a lot called Guitar Hero. It is a plastic guitar with buttons. It is not even a real guitar. It is hooked up to a cord and you play this plastic guitar. They invest countless hours to play this. Now, if they would have invested into a real guitar, they payout would have been a little bit higher. Not to say that it’s bad for them to play Guitar Hero, but just simply to say, everything we invest our time into pays a rate of return in our lives. It is a simple concept but I want us to be aware of this moment today that we have that we are not promised tomorrow. Our lives on a train colliding in an instant. Life is precious. Time is precious and we spent it so frivolously and we just think it is going to be there but it is never guaranteed to be there. Then tragedy strikes and the fragility of life reminds us all that our time is short and costly and it should be sacred and it should be loved and cherished.

So let’s pause and think about this time and the first thing I want to address is we don’t spend it, we only invest it. How do we invest our time in a normal day? That’s a good question. You and I probably invest similar. There could be specifics that are different but let’s take a look. For this part of the message, I’m going to need some money, so if you will just bring me up some one dollar bills, I’m serious, get in your purse or wallet and get a dollar bill out and bring them up here. Bring me your money. I need 24 of these and some change too.  Ok, 23 and some change. I have approximately 24 dollars in my hand and I want every one of these dollars to represent an hour of our day. So if there are 24 hours, 24 dollars, so each of us have 24 hours of our life’s currency that we get to invest each day. So let’s see where it goes. First of all, if you’d like your money back at the end, I’m sorry, I’ve got bills! So let’s see where this goes. Every hour is represented by a dollar and let’s do what the doctor would tell us first, to invest 8 hours of sleep. That’s probably way less if you have young kids, if it is more, you need to get up earlier! So let’s count out 8 for 8 hours of sleep. And if you go to work or school or you have a job, if you are salary it is probably more than this, if you are in the ministry, you are never truly off the clock, but let’s say your average work day is 8 hours. So let’s count out another 8.  Now, the statisticians that we always refer to as ‘they’ say that you spend approximately 47 minutes in a car or walking commuting on a daily basis, from class to class, from work to home, let’s count it about an hour.  I know, two hours in D.C. but let’s just go with the ‘they’ ok? And if we count out what we need for, let’s just call it bathroom time, like showering among other things, a few minutes here and there would maybe equate to an hour.  Eating, quick breakfast, quick lunch, maybe dinner that you have to prepare and clean up, so maybe let’s say 2 for eating.  We’ve not worked out, we’ve not done laundry, we’ve not even been on the phone yet or sending any text, so let’s say we use an hour up just miscellaneous bills, errands. And we have not visited our favorite social media sights yet, or a movie or tv, so let’s say 2.  So I’ve got 3 dollars left here of our life’s currency. We’ve eaten, we’ve slept and we went to work. So if you watch 17 episodes of Downton Abbey, you know what I’m saying! If you spend let’s just say two hours on unimportant things, that’s probably not being too presumptuous, if you will, watching TV. But in reality, that two hours, if you and I invest two hours into a treasure hunt on you tube for a laugh each day or whatever it may be, not necessarily a bad thing but something that has a lower pay out in the investment of our life or the kingdom of God. Not to say that it is evil, but to simply say that the payout is considerably lower than having a face to face meal with your kids. If we invest two hours into those things that we know we could live without, each day, at the end of a year, approximately one month of your entire year has just been gone.  You do that for that pace, just two hours a day, by the time you are 40 years old, ten percent of your life has been gone.  When your kids turn 10, to you they are really still 9 because one of those years you were in the other room on your computer or on your phone. It is a haunting thing to see how the slippery slope just evades us all and our time just goes as we invest it in things that maybe don’t matter.
We are left with this change. You could maybe divvy out ten minutes here or five minutes there but this change is a really familiar sound, change jingling in my hand. Even more familiar is the sound of it dropping on the concrete or on the floor. For me, maybe that is the sound God heard in his ears for many years of my life when I would constantly bring Him my leftover time, my change. I would give Him what I could scrounge up in the couch cushions of who I am and then just simply desire change and wonder why it is not taking place. Giving Him the leftovers and saying, ‘God, here is what I’ve got for You.’ 

So what do we do? Let’s think on it. Let me just say this, I wish I had more time to share with you another extended teaching to give you more of an elaborate explanation of this where our time is not hindered in by space. In this moment, I would simply say that giving God 15 minutes of your day and not inviting Him into the rest of it, like this religious check box piety that we sort of get where we say, we did our devotionals but we don’t have them as part of our day, is just as detrimental to us following Jesus as it is not inviting Him at all. 

So how do we invite Him into all of the currency? How does our relationship with God become unboxed and decompartmentalized and set right side up and we start to see Jesus right side up and it becomes clear.  

There are three mentalities that shape our investment of time. With these mentalities and this mindset that we carry, it will divert and it will change how you invest your time.

The first is never forgetting that God is a person. Never forget that God is a person. Yes, He is God, He is a deity, but He has a character and will and attributes and a personality just waiting for you to discover. I have felt, sometimes if I treat my earthly relationships like I’ve treated God, when it comes to the investing of time, my earthly relationships would dwindle down to meaningless acquaintances, if you will. God is a person waiting to be discovered more and more. Jesus is perpetual discovery. You will never exhaust everything there is to know about Him.  It is this moment where you’ve got to stop applying the logic of once something is lost, it is found to your pursuit of Jesus because coming to Jesus is one thing, becoming like Jesus is another. He is this perpetual discovery that unfolds and if we forget He is a person, we treat Him as such when we stop seeking the person.  We cannot apply the logic of something that is lost is found. If you lose your car keys or your cell phone, you search high and low and you eventually get to the place where you find it and then it is no longer lost. Do not apply that logic to Jesus. Once you find that relationship, pursue that relationship. Never forget that God is a person.  The difference in this shift has radically changed me from the inside out. Each day, you’ve got to decide how to acknowledge this in your life. I don’t know what it is for you. I know what it has become for me. In the morning, I wake up usually before my two boys, 4 and 1 year old. I call them Chaos. And I have to wake up earlier than they do or there is no calmness of the morning, as Henry David Thoreau has penned, few are there to seek it, I want to see it. So I’ve got to wake up earlier and I get up earlier and I pour a cup of coffee for myself and I pour a cup of coffee across the table and as crazy as this sounds, it is for Jesus. I know you think I’m nuts, He never drinks it, maybe He is more of a tea guy. But if Jesus ever does supernaturally drink my coffee, I’m going to freak out! But in a very practical way, this has allowed me to put skin on Him, if you will. God is a person and I’m seeking Him and spending time investing in that moment.
I don’t know if that might be in your car or at the gym, but acknowledge that He is a person and you will see that person unfold in your life greater.  

God has no grandchildren. That is the second mental shift that needs to take place. He has no grandchildren. He only has sons and daughters. Never once is there a grandchild of God. There are only sons and daughters. In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth and He made the Garden and Adam and Eve, they had a face to face relationship, an intimate relationship. The word has been twisted some in culture but intimacy, meaning “in to me see,” a face to face relationship. And while man eroded that because of sin, it doesn’t necessarily speak of our hearts more than it speaks of God’s desire to have that relationship in the first place, that face to face relationship with each of us. He has no grandchildren, only sons and daughters. Your faith cannot be a family heirloom. You cannot possess a Bible merely as a possession. The Word of God has to possess you. You cannot go to church and be involved at a church because you have to, it is because you get to. It must become your pursuit. It has to be something that you are seeking. You only uncover what you dig for yourself. And we live in a time where a lot of people just wait for second-hand faith. We wait by the wayside and let someone else’s revelation of the Word carry us.
Which leads me to the third and final mental shift that I’d love for you to make. God is in his Word. By the way, if you don’t have a Bible, that’s ok, stay at a hotel! There is one in the drawer. The point is, people always say they want God to speak. How many of you have said, ‘God, I want you to say something to me. I want you to speak to me.’  I wonder if it is frustrating for God to hear us asking Him to speak when He has already said what He wishes to say. Or asking for direction and He is like, ‘I did!’  The problem is, if you do stay at a hotel or if you are at home, let’s just say there is a Bible in the drawer, we don’t reach for the sword that is in the drawer, we reach for the remote and we turn on the noise and we forget that God is in his Word and that He speaks in ink and paper, trapped in time waiting for us to discover. It is this moment, where I hope and pray and ask that your hunger for this Word would start to be rekindled or kindled for the first time. The pitfall for this generation as the church as a whole, leaders included, especially pastors, is we read more books with a publisher’s logo on the spine than the actual Logos itself. It cannot be the only thing we ingest. Any book I write or Pastor Mark writes or you write, it cannot be the book that we are reading about the Book and only that book. We must read the Word of God and wrestle with the Word of God. If you are like me, reading the Word of God is sometimes like reading the dictionary and that’s understandable. For many years, I was reading the Word of God with a rake, not a shovel. What I mean by that is there is all kinds of truth buried in this Word six inches below the surface, just as in your front yard, if there was a briefcase full of $50,000 dollars in unmarked bills underneath the ground and you go to your garage and you grab a shovel and a rake and you walk out to the front yard and you are going to get this treasure out of the ground, which one is going to get there quicker? The shovel or the rake? The rake can move the earth but you can accomplish with a shovel in 30 seconds what would take an hour with a rake. When you look beneath the surface in the text where colors mean something and dates mean something and names mean something and places mean something, there are all types of symbols and shadows that we miss because we read it with a rake. We read it very devotionally, we don’t necessarily dig for it, we just want to have it be uncovered for us. It is this moment when you start to really wrestle with what the words mean and what they were originally intended to mean and where else they are used in God’s Word that it really becomes alive and the Holy Spirit reveals these things to our heart.
It is like Vitamin D and Calcium. I live in Rochester, Minnesota where Mayo Clinic is. It is a huge, massive, world-renown hospital. There was a pamphlet on the wall about the effects of Vitamin D and Calcium and the importance of the two. And the books about the Book are much like Vitamin D. In II Peter, it says desire calcium of the Word, desire milk of the Word. And if you just take Vitamin D, you don’t get any Calcium and if you just take Calcium, it doesn’t absorb into your skeletal structure, your framework, who you are, if you don’t have Vitamin D present. So if you just read books about the Book, you become Vitamin D junkies, so strung out on Vitamin D where you are just looking for the next fix of Vitamin D. You are waiting for somebody to write a book about the Vitamin D and you go out and get it and it is just Vitamin D with no Calcium. And when the storms come in our own life, we wonder why we don’t have the skeletal structure to stand because it have become weak and anemic because we are Calcium deficient. The milk of the Word allows you to stand. And this first-hand revelation found that you uncover in God’s Word changes the investment of your time.
Don’t let this pass you by. Don’t let your devotional life be dwindled down to a five-minute study. That easy, quick, compartmentalized mentality unfortunately has just not been safe-guarded against our pursuit of Jesus. I’m not talking about salvation. You don’t have to work for it. I’m just simply saying that you are pursued by God. Now you pursue God.

If you feel like me, at times in my life where it is just chaos happening all around, pause and think of how we are truly investing each dollar, each hour of our life’s currency, this precious 24 hours of each day, and never forget that God is a person and He is waiting for you to pursue this person. He has no grandchildren. Live as his son or daughter and let this faith be yours. Find Him in his Word because He is there waiting to speak to you just as He has to me.

Jesus, I just pray that You would be our passion. God that in a very real way, each of us in this place would just take a litmus test, a pause to see where we’ve been investing our time and how can we rearrange the currency to create some margin but how can we invite You into all of the currency. God, for those that are struggling with this idea of You or maybe they just have forgotten that You are this person that they are to seek, God, remind them. The sons and daughters of second-hand faith, let that never be something they possess but let them walk in their new identity. Each of us let us continue to grab the sword not the remote, to ingest this Word, to pursue it, to allow it to have a place where it can speak into the silence of our hearts. In Jesus’ name, we beg and we plead, Amen. 
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