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Welcome to everyone at all of our NCC locations! We are thrilled that you are with us as we continue our “Voices” series. It is a privilege to welcome Carey Casey. Carey serves as the CEO of the National Center for Fathering. He is on the White House Task Force on fatherhood and he is the author of a wonderful book, Championship Fathering.  Dads are going to want to pick it up this weekend. And I think it is cool that he played in the 1971 state championship game that was dramatized by Remember the Titans! How cool is that!  He has served as the chaplain for multiple NFL teams as well as the 1988 Olympic team. But most importantly, he and his wife Melanie have four children, six grandchildren. I can’t wait for him to come and share with us but you have to wait just a few more moments as you turn your attention to this video.

[Video clip]

[Carey Casey]

Thank you! Let’s join the team today. I see you have all technology here but I am old-school. I’m modern but I’m trying to be post-modern but I brought my Bible up here and I’ve got 66 books that you can flip to. But I do have an iPhone 5!  Anyway, 

Father, we bless You, we praise You, we ask that the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in Thy sight. O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Amen.

Turn to your neighbor and say God bless you, you are in the right place at the right time!

I used to be a chaplain for the Dallas Cowboys but don’t get excited because I know we are in Redskin country. I’m happy to be in my favorite city, Washington D.C. and I’m thankful to be at National Community Church and to be with my friend, Pastor Allen who drove me here. I always wanted to have a white chauffeur! But anyway, forgive me! I realize we are in church! I know many times we function like we’ve been baptized in lemon juice but, all jokes aside, if anybody should be excited about life, it’s folks who love the Lord Jesus Christ! He came into our minds and into our hearts and now we are a new creation and we are supposed to have a pep in our step because of what God has done in our life. I love being here with Pastor Mark and National Community Church and I love it when I go to churches where I see an audience that is predominately white and you can clap on beat! That is so exciting! I know God is moving!
Don’t be embarrassed, God didn’t make a mistake when He made us. I am very thankful. I only have a few minutes to share and my heart is so full because of the blessings of being with you. I’m so thankful to be with my dear friend, Pastor Mark. I met him a few years back. He mentioned that I have privilege to be on the White House Task Force for Responsible Fatherhood and Healthy Marriage. I work on both sides of the aisle, Republic and Democrat. I know we battle over all of that but I like what you were leading us in early, where one day, every knee will bow, every tongue will confess. I’m thankful that where we will go one day is not going to be a black neighborhood or a white neighborhood or a Hispanic neighborhood or a native American neighborhood or whatever race you may be! We are going to be in the same neighborhood worshipping the same Daddy and his name is the name above every name, the Lord Jesus Christ. That is why I came here today and I’m so thankful to be here with Pastor Mark.

As we sat there at the White House, I was on a panel for something and then this tall, not dark but white, handsome young man came over to me and said, ‘Is there any way I could have lunch with you?’  I was thinking, now who is this young fellow wanting to have lunch. Then he told me who he was and I said ok, we can have lunch and I asked him how he knew me. He said he read my book and it helped him raise his sons and his daughter. But I’m going to share with you today that my book is not a New York Times bestseller, his is! So I’m still trying to figure that out! 

Some months ago, I was so blessed when I went into the bedroom with my bride of 36 years. I met her on the front row of Geography class at the University of North Carolina. If God is not a Tar Heel, why is the sky Carolina blue?!  But He is not helping us get to the Final Four too often these days. But the greatest thing I did at Chapel Hill was not playing football and rooming with one of the great linebackers that ever played, but the greatest thing was going to Geography class and sitting on the front row and turning around and seeing a sweetheart with an afro about this big and I followed her out of class and gave her my resume. I thought she was going to rip it up. She did but she put tape back on it and we’ve been married for 36 years. As Mark and I visited, Melanie has a copy of Mark’s book on the mantel by our bed and I said, ‘Do you know who wrote that book?’ And she said, ‘Yes, Mark Batterson.’  And I said, ‘He is a friend of mine.’  She said, ‘No he is not! He writes better than you do!’  I said, ‘He is younger and he is post-modern!’ Anyway, I thank God for the privilege of being here.
It is an honor to be in Washington D.C. and hearing the voices. There was a voice at the end of that video clip that I remembered as an eight year old boy when my father ventured to this city on a hot August 28th day when that voice said: I hope my children will one day live in a country where they are not judged by the color of their skin but the content of their character.

My Daddy was here when Dr. King voiced those words. I thank God for my Pop and for Dr. King.  They were not talking about a black movement, they were not talking about public accommodations, but he was talking about his children.

The greatest thing that I can do as I come here today is not to just give another talk. It is not to use all the hermeneutics and ologies that they teach us at cemetery, I mean seminary! But to make the gospel relevant. The greatest thing I can do it is to be a man of God, a husband and a father. The rest is icing on the cake. So as I come here today, I will try not to be too long, but being black, I see that clock up there as running like a stopwatch when I played ball years ago. But my pastor that trained me years ago used to tell me a sermon or a good talk is like good sausage, you can cut it off anywhere and you have the same thing! 

That’s one of the blessings, Pastor Mark, of being black, you crack and joke and nobody laughs and you get embarrassed and you don’t turn red! 

God didn’t make a mistake when He made us. He knew what He was doing when He gave me this nose bigger than Bill Cosby’s! He knew what He was doing when He gave me these thick lips that I will smother my bride with when I go home tomorrow. He knew what He was doing when He gave white folks these little lips, I always wonder how you kiss! But God knew what He was doing! Don’t be embarrassed by my comments.
When I was born, I was black. When I grew up, I was still black! When I go out in the sun, I am still black. And when I die, I am still going to be black. I look at Pastor Mark and some of you and when you were born, you were pink! And when you grew up, you were white! And when you get sick, you turn green! And when you go out in the sun, you turn red! And when you go out in the cold, you turn blue! And when you die, you are going to turn purple! So why do you call me colored!

We didn’t come here to laugh today so let us turn to our text in Malachi 4:6.  The last verse of the Old Testament before God spoke to the writers to write the New Testament, basically just to share it with you, is that He wanted and wants to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children. He wants to turn the hearts of the children to the fathers or the land will continue to be cursed.

I had the privilege to be the chaplain in South Korea at the 1988 Olympic Games. I remember folks would walk up to you and ask where I was from and I said America and they would say, ‘USA number one country.’  But in the richest, the most powerful country in the world, today, 25 million children will go to bed without their biological father in the home. And when that takes place, they are more likely to be poor, more likely to drop out of school, more likely to be involved in a violent crime. Girls are more likely to be pregnant as a teenager. But by a dad just being there, there are no perfect fathers, I don’t care who it is in here today, myself included.  By the way, CEO at the National Center for Fathering, tonight it means Chief Encouragement Officer. I came to encourage you in where you are as a father, as a mother, as a Christian believer, or even if you are a hear and you have not yet given your heart to Christ, I want to let you know that God the Father loves you. He is calling your heart and your mind to Him and He wants to give you more life than you have ever had.

But a dad, that’s the greatest privilege I have of serving God and then serving my bride and my children and I’m thankful that we have our daughter who is 35 and her husband is a high school principal, and our other daughter and her husband are in Mississippi and they have two children. And then my son is with the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and is married to his high school sweetheart and they have three girls. The first two have a boy and a girl.  But my bride and I kept having fun and so now, we have Chance, our sixteen year old boy! Why are you laughing?  He keeps my fathering fresh! At the National Center for Fathering, we know that every child needs a father, grandfather, or father figure and they will flourish. And we know that a dad just being there for a girl, she is more confident, more secure. Research shows she does better than math. I know that is not true because I know how my daughters did in math! And I was there for them! But then also, research shows that a girl with a good relationship with her dad will probably marry a guy with similar facial features as her father. Now, looking at your pastors and me, that’s a scary thought!  But here’s what we’re saying, every child needs a father, grandfather, or father figure. What we do at the National Center for Fathering is inspire and equip daddies to be involved in their children’s lives. If there is anything I want us to accomplish, it is to inspire.
I have fun being a dad and being Chance’s dad and navigating it in 2013 with a 16 year old boy when he is driving! 

Hearts of the fathers to the children and hearts of the children to the fathers or the land will continue to be cursed.

Read the newspaper, where someone has committed a crime, do the research, they probably did not have an involved father. Here’s what I’m saying, out of our research, three things clearly come out, I won’t be able to finish all of tonight but it will be in the book, this is what comes out of our research of thousands of dads, they are loving. They love their child and they love their child’s mother. Believe it or not, Christian or non-Christian, it clearly comes out, love the child and love the child’s mother. Even if they are divorced, there are still respectful of that mother. It just comes out of the research of thousands of dads, they respect the mom. They love the child, love the child’s mother unconditionally.
When I think about John 15:9: As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you, now remain in my love.  It just clearly comes out in essence to love.

Not long ago, Chance, who is 16, when he was 10, he came to me, ‘Daddy, you played football and my brother played football but I don’t like football.’  But then he went with me the next night to speak to the Kansas City Chiefs when I was chaplain there. Chance was with me and one of the big athletes walked over to Chance and said, ‘Chance, are you going to play football? Are you going to play for the Kansas City Chiefs?’  He was 10 years old, this is a true story, he looks up at him and says, ‘No, I don’t like football and I’m never going to play football.’  I said, ‘Son, don’t say that, this is Daddy’s job son!’  But the next day he looked at me, he did not move his eyes, and he said, ‘Daddy, do you still like me and love me although I don’t like football?’  He wanted to know. I said, ‘Son, you are my seed, I love you.’ And now he plays tennis! Believe it or not!

People come to me when we are out there watching a tennis match and ask which one is mine, and then they say, ‘I know which one is yours, the only African American on the team and with an afro and left-handed.’  In fact, last summer, he came here with me and we met the President and I am on this task force and President Obama wanted to meet Chance and my bride. So they came and I was wondering how he was going to feel. I remember riding in the back of the bus sometimes and now here we are with the President. But anyway, so Chance is there and I was wondering if he was going to faint or be nervous when the President walked in the room for a private meeting. So the President walks in and meets Melanie and says hi to me and goes over to Chance and says, ‘Chance, I’m glad to meet you.’  Chance said, ‘I’m honored to meet you, Sir.’  Then the President said, ‘Chance, what are you doing this summer?’  And it seemed like it was an hour before he answered because his mother, who is a second grade teacher, I know she was scared to death. But then Chance just said, ‘Just hanging out with my friends.’  Then his mother said, ‘He is taking tennis lessons and he is taking music lessons.’ The President said, ‘Don’t worry about it, my girls are just hanging out with their friends too.’  Later on, Chance said, ‘See Mom and Dad, you don’t have to impress the President.’  How does that relate to what we are saying? I do not know!
Number two, not only do they love, you need to coach your children. That’s what daddies do. Not just on the field but being aware and involved in their lives. There is a discussion about quality time and quantity time. We as adults discuss those things but a child don’t give a rip about quality or quantity! They just want the word ‘love’ to be expressed in the way of time. They want our time. Chance wants his dad’s time. None of us are perfect, as we stated, but listen to this right here. Proverbs 22:6: Train up a child in the way they should go and when they are old, they will not depart from it.  Deuteronomy 6:6-7: These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts, impress them on your children, talk about them when you are at home and when you walk along the road and when you lie down and when you get up.  When I’m with Chance, that’s what I just do. Chance is 16 but still lets me touch him every now and then. Out in public, ‘Dad, don’t touch me man!’  But at night when nobody is around.  I remember in junior high, the bus would stop in front of the house and he would leave before I would, so I would have my bathrobe on with my coffee and my slippers and the bus would stop in front of the house, and I said, ‘Son, Dad is going to come out there with you today and wave at the bus driver and say hi to all the kids.’  And he was like, ‘Dad! Don’t you dare! Get in the house!’  But at night when he is about to go to sleep and I go in to pray with him, nobody is around but us and I get to go in his room and I go in there and I rub his head and I began to pray and he tells me not to stop rubbing his head all over, and I found something out! A great discovery with all of our brilliance and research and resources and training and programs, I discovered something! I can massage his head! And while I’m massaging his head, I can pray over him! Father, bless Chance and bless him in Chemistry and bless his wife and his children that are not here yet. And I stopped and he said, ‘Don’t stop Dad.’ So I kept praying! Yes! So I can get it all in when they lay down at night. That’s what Deuteronomy is saying. So we’ve got to think of modern ways in which to bless our children.  You can’t bore them to death.
Ok, my clock is running. They love their kids, they coach their kids, and listen to this. It says model. In John 5:19: I tell you the truth, the son can do nothing by himself, he can only do what he sees his father doing because whatever the father does, the son does also. God sent his Son, Jesus followed the order of studying for 30 years for 3 years of ministry. He lived, He died, He rose again on the third day, but here’s the thought, thinking about how we model, He followed his Father and how we need to love one another and to love our children.
A few years ago, I remembered playing golf in Wisconsin, a nice golf course where Tiger Woods plays. About 30 of us CEOs and we would eat and play golf and hear the Word. We had a party for whole week. Thinking about this, I was getting my clubs one morning and the people were there at the club house and a nice, sleek automobile pulled up and a gentleman got out and he came over to me and he said, ‘Sir, will you get my clubs for me?’  He thought I was a caddy! But I wanted to tell him so bad that I had my own white caddy that would follow me around for 18 holes and he will rub my clubs, but I didn’t say anything but the people at the golf course ran over to me and to him and said, ‘No, this is Mr. Casey, he is playing golf here, he is the CEO for the National Center for Fathering.’  They were explaining because they were afraid I would sue them and get so much money.  By the way, Mark called me and he asked me if I believed in free speech and I said yes I do. He said, ‘Come and give one!’  I’m just kidding!  I invited myself here, by the way.

Here’s what we are saying – model. I saw my father in the 60s during the civil rights days when he was called the ‘n’ word, my dad would look down at me and say, ‘Well son, evidently they don’t know my name.’  He knew who he was.

I ask you the question, do you know who you are? Do you have the title as father because you made a baby but are you really working to live up to that? It is a priestly role, it is a great opportunity. It is a greater title I can have than being a CEO. But thinking about loving, coaching and modeling, for my family, for my children, I can go from the White House to the outhouse but am I there for Chance?  I will see him tomorrow night but we had Father’s Day last week with the grandbabies and the merry making and all of that. I have received a heritage from my dad and I received that baton from Dad just like they do at the Olympics. But I will pass that baton off, but how will you and I pass that baton? That is the serious business of today. We can balance the budget from the White House to the outhouse but if we don’t get things together with the family, in fathering, I don’t care about great technology and modern gadgets and all of our modes of communication, God loved us. He entered in relationship and came down and that is why He came down, because of relationship. We have to connect with our children.
As we close, think about this, the three tenants of loving, coaching and modeling, but also, we must in fact, encourage children that don’t have a dad. Right in your neighborhood, encourage a child without a dad. I think about this, encourage another child, James 1:27: religion that God our Father accepts as pure and thoughtless is this, to look after the orphans and the widows.  Religion is merely man’s search for God. I’m talking about relationship. What He loves is when we take care of the orphans and the widows in distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

Right next to me in my suburban neighborhood, a successful mother with three boys, the daddy left when Bret was two. They don’t have a dad there but guess who their father figure is? The gentleman next door who is darker than them and has a nose bigger than Bill Cosby. When I come out to the car in the mornings, I will have a letter or a note on my windshield, daddy can I talk to you today? They don’t care about the race or the title, they want the testimony. Bret’s girlfriend had broken up with him and I talked to him and told him it will be ok.  He was hurting him and I held him and told him it was going to be ok. He said, ‘How do you know it’s going to be ok?’ ‘Because I remember when Chandra broke up with me when I was a junior in high school and my dad told me it was going to be ok.’ And I’m glad that I didn’t marry Chandra because if I did, I would not be here today! I wouldn’t be having fun for 36 years! I know it!  She wouldn’t let me leave on Father’s Day and say, ‘Baby, its ok, go to Washington D.C. and share the Word and let God use you, we are going to be praying for you and I’m thrilled for you and I’m going to have fun with our grandkids while you are away!’  Anyway, here’s what we are saying, encourage a child without a dad.

The last point is this – enlist other dads. Proverbs 27:17: As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.  Fathers, if you are going to make it, you have to be in a small group. I’m not belittling you if you’re not. I meet with seven other CEOs every Friday when I’m in town. One of the greatest things I do is to have accountability. Men do not do well by themselves. Show me a man who does not have accountability, other men looking them in the eye, shooting them straight, and you’re looking at a guy who will probably more than likely eventually fall. We as men, even at 57, need to have accountability.
I’ve gone fast, my clock is up. Love, coach and model and encourage and enlist another dad.

Sometimes we may lose a job; sometimes we may go through a divorce; sometimes there is going to be sickness and disease in your family and you are going to go through some things, but you need a guy who is going to tell you to stay in the game. Championship Fathering, how to win at being a dad.  When we get this together as far as loving our children, children loving us, we can make it.

I want to let you know this real quickly, I’m so thankful that God the Father, they can talk all about all the religions, religion is man’s mere search for God, but fat boy Buddha died and did not get back up. I’m not belittling anyone’s religion but I’m shooting you straight about a relationship. Fat boy Buddha died and did not get back up. You hear what I’m saying! I want to let you know this right here, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the bright and morning star, the lily of the valley, the great I Am, the wonderful counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, I wish I could describe Him, the Prince of Peace, He lives!! He lived, He died, but on the third day.  If I don’t die, you won’t be able to party! If I don’t die, white people won’t be able to clap on beat! If I don’t die, black people can’t love white brothers and sisters. But here is the good news, Jesus died, and on the third day, rose up out of that tomb and declared that all power in heaven and in earth. We used to baptize in Lake Michigan when I was in Chicago, it got cold! I was cold! 

I want to let you know, that is going to be an awesome day! Be sure and be there! Because of what Christ did when He shed his blood for you and for me, you have the power to overcome. You have the power to love your bride. You have the power to love your children. You have the power as a child to love Mom and Dad when they pull their pants up too high and wear their dresses too long, when they can’t relate, love them anyway.

I want to let you know if you didn’t hear anything else today that God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son. He did not take, He gave. Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.
Father, we bless You, we praise You for your Word. We thank You Father for every life in this room. I only ask O Lord that those words I prayed about this earlier today that the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart would be acceptable in Thy sight. O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Do what You do best, bless, lead your children to yourself that they can come to know You in relationship and become a new creation. Old things are passed away, behold all things become new. In the strong name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, we pray, and all of God’s children say, Amen!
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