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My name is Joel Schmidgall and I’m a race-aholic. What does that mean? It means that when I get in my car, I don’t take a leisurely stroll through the city. My goal is to get from point A to point B as quickly as humanly possible. Can I get a witness? God gave us the gas, go ahead and use it! Some of you are with me, some of you are thinking, ‘You are that guy who made me lose my salvation!’  That was me. Forgive me. It is a disease and it started very early on. I remember in the younger years, my buddies and I would get in our cars to go somewhere and it was on. We would start moving and we knew what we were doing. I remember one day it was me in my 1985 Lincoln Towncar and we were drastically overmatched against this muscle car. But we were hanging in there and we get to the strategic point in the route where you can either go the long way and go faster or you can take that shortcut, but here’s the deal, you couldn’t take the shortcut fast, but I only had one speed and that’s win! I took that shortcut and I maneuvered and manipulated my car and I got there and I punched that baby and if you have never seen a Lincoln Towncar airborne, you are better for it! Me and my buddies started yelling and freaking out and then we hit the ground and we left that guy in the dust! We were feeling good! We just won the victory. Game, set, match! We were still yelling like Mel Gibson because we were so amped! The sweet taste of victory tastes good and it was followed momentarily by a terrible taste and that was a stench that was like stink on a DC dumpster and that poor car, those poor brakes and shocks were shot! And you know on a Towncar some shocks are expensive and what tasted so good in a moment immediately after turned into regret. Anybody else had one of these experiences? And I’m not saying you go airborne in an old man car, I’m talking about have you had one of these experiences where you leave behind a long term future for short term gratification? It tastes so good in that moment. But then right after that, you realize all the things that you have sacrificed. I had this strong desire to win. Maybe you don’t relate to this but listen, every person here, every person listening today has an appetite. We all have appetite. Maybe your appetite is for recognition. Maybe your appetite is for power or for love. Maybe it is for money or for that stroke on the back. Or maybe it is sex or maybe it is comfort. Every one of us has an appetite for something and we go out of our way to feed it. We will do anything to feed that appetite. We will sacrifice something. We will risk reward. We will risk our reputation. We will risk what we know is priority in our brains to get a taste for that appetite.
This topic, this subject, this idea, this thing is huge! This is massive for us because we understand this idea, that for us, if we can tame, if we can control and harness our appetite, it will lead us, it will drive us toward success in the goodness of God.  But listen, we all know examples in our own life of people who have let their appetites get out of control and they lose it all.  If you let your appetite get control of you, you will go down. It will take you down. God’s plans and his purposes, God’s destination for you will be thwarted if you can’t get control of the appetite that lives within you.
Turn to Genesis 25 and we will get there in a moment. In this chapter and the chapters to follow, we find Isaac and Rebecca. They have twin boys. The first one is named Esau and the second one is named Jacob. That’s important because the first one that comes out gets the birthright. We will talk more about that in a minute. So these twin boys come out and these kids grow up and they couldn’t be any different. They are polar opposites. Esau is a man’s man. To start off, this guy is hairy. This is one hairy dude. He is like a mini Chia pet. Chapters later, Jacob imitates Esau by taking the skins of goats and puts them on his arms. He is that hairy. His whole body was made out of Tom Selleck’s upper lip! This dude is hairy! The Scriptures say that he was a man of the field and he was a skilled hunter. He was a man’s man to the nth degree. Then there is Jacob. Jacob is the opposite. The Scriptures describe him as a man of the tents and a mild-mannered man. Jacob is the momma’s boy. I didn’t make that up. The Scripture says Isaac likes Esau and Rebecca loved Jacob. So you’ve got these two very different personalities, extremely different.  We find them in one of these interactions in Genesis 25 starting in verse 29.

29 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. 30 He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m famished!” (That is why he was also called Edom.)
31 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”
32 “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?”
33 But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob.
34 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left.
So Esau despised his birthright.
It’s funny because I was reading through this story this week and I hear this little exchange between Ella, my seven year old, and Zeke, my five year old, and Ella really wants one of Zeke’s toys and it is interesting because Zeke is taking it in and enjoying the moments because usually it is the opposite. The younger sibling always wants what the older one has. But all of a sudden, things are flipped around. And Zeke liked it that way! So he was soaking it in and then he goes for the gold, he says, ‘Ok, Ella, you give me your water bottle.’  And this doesn’t sound like a big deal but if you know Ella, she loves that water bottle. At nighttime you don’t touch that water bottle. It is like her holy grail. It is like the NCAA without Duke! They broke my bracket, I’m bitter! Set that aside. She loves that water bottle! If you drink from that water bottle, you will see emotions that man does not understand! So Zeke pushes it and goes for the water bottle and she ends up making the trade. And you know what happens two minutes later, she is done playing with the toy and she wants the water bottle back. He is not giving it to her. Anybody with kids knows what happens next, spoiler alert, it is not words of affirmation! I’m just going to leave that story, set it aside, and get back into our story.
Jacob is at this place right here. His older brother comes along and alright, the older brother wants something and he soaks it in. What can I get out of this? And he goes for it. I want your birthright. Again, it doesn’t sound like that big of deal to us in our culture, what does birthright mean to us, but when you get into Middle Eastern ancient culture, this is a big deal! Three things come out of the birthright. First, that first born son receives a double portion of what any other child receives of his father’s wealth. So at the reading of the will, he gets twice as much as everyone else. Everyone is not happy except for that one son. Second, he gets headship over the household. That means that when there is an argument or a decision to be made, he has the presidential veto. He has executive power in that moment. Third, it is a blessing from the father and hopefully from the Lord. So the birthright is a big deal! 
So Jacob wants the birthright and Esau wants the soup. Can you believe he does that? Are you kidding me? He trades his entire future, everything that is to come, the future of his life and of his family, he trades all of that for a bowl of soup! For momentary gratification, he trades it all because he doesn’t have control. He cannot harness his appetite.  He loses it all.

We read this and we don’t think there is any way he can do this but listen, it wasn’t actually at that moment that he officially lost his birthright. It was later on. But it was in this moment that he loses it because he gave in. He made that small decision. He made that compromise right here and he let go of it and it led down a road and he could never get it back after that. He could never regain his momentum.

What are the small decisions in your life that you are making today? What are the small compromises in your life? And you are not even faced with the consequences of those decisions in the moment or even right after, but you know, every small decision has a string attached to it, doesn’t it? And there is a day of reckoning that is coming to those compromises in our life.

I heard Andy Stanley talk about this Scripture and was so inspiring to this point right here and he talked about three things to appetite. He said God created them, sin distorted them. He said appetites are never fully and finally satisfied. We know this. You feed it and you’ve got to feed it again and again. And your appetites always whisper now and never later. Right? They always tell you that you need it right now. It always seeks the immediate over the alternate. And he said if you can’t harness those appetites, if you can’t get control of that appetite, that appetite will get control of you.

Esau decides to go airborne in that Towncar. He decides to give up that water bottle. He decides to let go and go for the momentary gratification.

If we could just take a moment to sit down with Esau, if we could ask him if he understood what he was giving up. We talked about one part of what he was giving up, but if we could sit down and say to Esau, ‘Let me tell you a story, you will have 12 sons and they will be the 12 tribes of Judea and they will be the foundation of a nation and one of them will be named Joseph and he will get all the way to second in command in one of the greatest dynasties in all of your land and he will literally save nations, Esau, and your legacy will go on and on all the way until God’s Son is birthed into our world, all this will happen through you! Listen, the nation will pray to the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Esau! Do you understand the legacy that God has for you? Do you understand?’  But he doesn’t have you in his ear. When we are in that moment, we don’t have somebody telling us what God has for us in the future. This is what your legacy could be. All we have is that bowl of soup right in front of us. 

Esau chooses gratification. He chooses to satisfy and to feed his own appetite.

What is your bowl of soup? What is your bowl of soup today? What is that thing that can take it all down? It will take all that you work for. It will take control if you don’t submit it to God.  We talked about this a couple of weeks ago. Discipline is like fasting. Discipline is merely choosing what you want now, choosing between what you want now and what you want most. Having discipline in our lives, it is not the difference between Calvinist and Armenia, that is not what sends us forward or breaks us down. It is breakdown in our character. It is little decisions and compromises that we make that takes us off course away from God’s goodness.

So time passes and Isaac is coming near to his death in Genesis 27, which means he needs to consider giving the blessing. The blessing and the birthright are different things but they are actually tied together in many ways. In the blessing, you can actually reorient the birthright. So Jacob, when he gets older, he actually does this. He takes his hands and blesses the eldest and then the next one, and right before he blesses, he switches his hands and he takes what should have gone to the eldest son and he gives it to the other son. So this blessing is very tied in. So we see Isaac’s blessing and it actually has the content of what should be in the birthright.  So Esau and Isaac come along and they start scheming for Esau to go out and cook some good food and then come back and Isaac would give him the blessing and you will regain what you lost to Jacob. So they scheme this out and just a quick side note observation. You see it in verse 4

Make me savory food such as I love and bring it to me that I may eat and that my soul may bless you before I die.

Like Esau, Isaac sells out for a bowl of stew! What kind of soup is this anyway? Lobster bisque? They like their food! I relate to these guys! He sells out for a bowl of soup! Here’s what is interesting though, Rebecca hears this plan and then she goes over to her favorite and says to Jacob, ‘Let’s scheme it back.’ Then they come up with this plan. They decide to fight deceit with deceit. So she goes and makes this great meal and Jacob goes and puts the goatskin on and he puts Esau’s clothes on and then he comes before his blind dad Isaac and he lies to his dad and he gets him to give him the blessing and he gets out of there with the blessing. Then Esau comes in and Isaac and Esau realize what just happened. Here’s the deal though, the blessing cannot be taken back. Once it is given, it is done. And Esau is crushed. He is not just crushed, he is angry! He says, ‘I’m going to kill Jacob!’  Now, Rebecca apparently has supersonic hearing because she hears this and she goes and tells Jacob. So Jacob is in fear for his life. 
Now, if you are part of a dysfunctional family, you feel a little better now don’t you? Pat yourself on the back, it actually isn’t that bad. Five minutes ago, things were a little worse but now we hear this story and ok these are like forefathers in Scripture and the whole family is jacked up! Every one of them! They come to this moment and everybody loses. And Jacob and Esau both fail. Esau lost his birthright and he lost his blessing, fail. Jacob got the blessing but he did it through deceit and now he is fearing for his life, fail! Failure all around and it brings us to this moment. This moment where they have to decide, out of failure, how will we respond?
Let’s pause for a minute right here. Maybe this is you today. You say I have failed. Maybe it is that first part of failure where Esau fails and he goes for the gratification and he goes for the moment but then there is not immediate consequence. He tries to get it back. Maybe that is you. You’ve made a small compromise but you know in your heart that you have strayed, you have gone on a different path and you know you are going in the wrong direction. Maybe that is you today. Or maybe you are in the second act of failure and it is all coming crashing in and the wheels are coming off and the consequences are starting to hit you because of failure. Let me say something to you today, God is not done writing your story. The Bible does not end right here. He continues to write on. Your story is not done. You have a choice in the matter.

I asked an NCCer if I could share a little bit of his story because it speaks exactly to this point right here. Here’s what he shared:

I accepted Christ 12 years ago after reading the Bible from beginning to end. A year after being baptized, I met my wife at church and we were married after knowing each other for only a few months. I don’t need to go into the specifics of how or why I got back into pornography but it started with one decision to view it. I felt like I could never confess this to my wife without breaking her heart. I also felt like I couldn’t confess this to other men because of pride. So thus began a never-ending cycle of confessing to God and trying to stay pure in my own power. Then my wife found pornography and I confessed everything to her. I felt deep shame and guilt and sadness. I was living a lie. I knew by admitting this sin to my wife that I could possibly lose her and lose my family.  The next few months after this confession were the happiest and saddest times in my life. I have had an intimacy with my wife that I never thought possible. She has forgiven and loved me in a way that is only from God. I have to earn my wife’s trust back and I will. I don’t get on the computer at home without my wife and kids around. We have installed software on our computers and I have accountability with another man. I know God will transform my mind with his word. I also know I can’t earn his forgiven. I missed out on so much with my wife and kids because of this sin. There are many years ahead of us. After this confession, I was prepared to give up my job to focus on our marriage and our family. I was willing to do anything to get my marriage back. God more than answered our prayer in this area. 
God cares about the details in our life.  What God meant for good, sin distorted for evil. But what man thought would kill, God knew would restore. God knew it would redeem and this guy is living in the consequence of his decisions. But what I love is he didn’t give up in that moment. He stood up and he looked it in the face and he sought forgiveness and you never know what is going to happen from there. But he resolved and he understood that there is a difference between failure and loss. You know what I mean. You can fail but you can still get that victory. He understood that God’s long term purposes are greater than our momentary failure. And I believe and I praise God and I pray with and have already seen God’s redemptive purposes begin to work in their marriage and in their family.
Esau and Jacob respond very differently in this circumstance. Esau determined to kill his brother. Then he goes and marries the very woman that his father despises. Why would he do this? I don’t think it is because he was angry at himself for his own failure. I think in failure he began to blame his father and he began to blame his brother, with merit. He had some reason. It is hard to admit failure. How do we explain our way out of it? It is hard not to blame the people around us. But if we focus on other’s problems, we lock ourselves in the dungeon of our own failure.

Listen, if we focus on other people’s problems in the midst of failure, we miss opportunity to learn from our mistakes. There is great opportunity that comes through failure. If you are in a post-season of failure and you are pointing your finger at somebody else, you are missing the point. If you are in a post-season of failure and you are pointing a finger at somebody else, you are missing the point.

You might say, ‘You don’t know my boss,’ or ‘You don’t know my co-worker or my spouse or my father,’ and you are right, I don’t know them. But I do know that if you allow other people’s failure to become your crutch, you will be crippled for your spiritual life from here ‘til then. Don’t use those things as an excuse! Esau comes into this situation and he is ticked off! I mean the thing with the stew, you took advantage of me. Then his dad blows it. And then his brother gets him again. He is angry and he has right to be but here’s what is lost on Esau, he did the same thing! He gave in to that moment with the soup. He tried to deceive his brother in regaining what he lost in the first place. What does Esau do? He blames. Then there is Jacob. Jacob comes along and he wins this blessing but he had to deceive to get it. He was wrong in getting it. He deceives and then what happens? It starts coming down on him. If you read through the whole thing, you could blame Rebecca! She led this whole plan. But he goes along with it. He could have blamed his mom but he didn’t. He could have blamed his brother but he doesn’t blame anyone does he? Jacob responds completely different than his brother. He decided to walk away from the bounty of his deceit. 

We sin and we make a mistake and we get something from it and we want to hold on to that and then work our way around to forgiveness. He walked away from the bounty of his deceit. He left the inheritance that he just spent all this time winning and working for. He left all that behind and he walked away from it. And his parents told him to leave this place and in response to failure, Jacob obeys. 

Here’s what is crazy about the whole thing, in all of this, even though Isaac has given his blessing, God still hasn’t given his blessing. God still has not weighed in in this whole circumstance. Even after Esau sold his blessing for a bowl of soup, God didn’t speak up, did He? Even after Esau tried to steal it again, God did not speak up. Then even after Jacob comes in and gets the blessing from his father, God does not speak up. He doesn’t speak up until after the failure happens and the response to that failure occurs. Then God begins to show up and Jacob walked away from the inheritance. He walked away and we find him going from Beersheba to Heron. He has nothing. He has nothing left and the Scripture says that he lays down and he takes a stone to use as his pillow and looks up in the stars in the sky to remember the promise that was given to his forefathers, and then in this moment, God shows up and speaks. Here’s what He says in Genesis 28:13

13 There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.”
It is not our failures that will define us. It is our response to those failures that will define us. Man looks at how we fail but God looks at how we respond to failure. You can let failure define you or you can allow failure to motivate you. The latter precedes greatness and in this instance, God speaks up and this is the moment where God looks at He says to him, ‘I am not just the God of Isaac, I am not just the God of Abraham, I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and I will redeem you.’
We were praying last night and a bunch of us were together worshipping God and God quickens this part of the Scripture. I felt like He quickened something in my spirit saying this weekend somebody needs to receive this word right here, maybe you have failed, you have stepped into failure and somebody has come before you and they are good or they are godly and they have set a standard that you wish you could live up to but you never have. You have never fulfilled that standard of living up to them and you let go and you quit and you live unto your own standard. But that is not God’s standard. That is not God’s standard over your life. And here is what God speaks into Jacob. He does not have the faith of Abraham. He does not have the strength of Isaac but God did not call him to be Abraham. He did not call him to be Isaac. God called him to be Jacob and He calls out to Jacob. And here’s the beauty of it, He called him as Jacob but He made him into Israel. Jacob means deceiver. Israel means a great nation. He calls Jacob the deceiver and He will make him into a great nation. He knew who Jacob was and He knew who came before him. He knew he didn’t have to live up to their standard. God had a unique, important plan in his life.

For those of us who are here today, God has not called you to be those who came before you. You have to learn from them and you have to take what God has done within them. But you are a next step in the line of blessing that He started before you. Step into your calling today. Don’t sit back and watch it go by. He is calling you out today. He has a plan and He has a purpose that is greater than your momentary failure. Do not let your failure take you down. Stand on top of it. Step forward through it and don’t compromise. Don’t step back in the midst of all this. When you mess up, don’t give up. When you sell out, don’t give out. God has not finished his sentence. Don’t cut Him off. He is still speaking. It doesn’t take away the fact that you have to live in the consequences of your decisions. That is a fact of the matter. But God’s long-term purposes, his long-term destination is greater than our momentary failure. He came in the Spirit. He came to give us freedom! Believe that today!

God we thank You that every time we open up the Scriptures, your mouth opens up and speaks into our souls. Lord I pray over everyone listening to this message today, I pray that You would enlighten and You would highlight and You would bring to note the area of this message that You are speaking into us God. I ask that your will be done. For those of us who need to step out of our failures and faults, Lord, I pray that You would strengthen us to do that. For those of us who need to step on top of those things and step into our destiny, God give us the courage to do that today. Lord we submit ourselves to You in the name of Jesus, we pray, Amen. 

Transcribed by:

Ministry Transcription

margaretsalyers@gmail.com
