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It is so good to be back! I missed you! Thanks to our campus pastors for their incredible messages last weekend. We wanted all of our locations to be able to meet all of our different campus pastors. We’ve got incredible leadership. I am so grateful for the unique gifting and personality that God has given to each one of them. I think it makes for an incredible reflection of God’s heart and his kingdom. So, a great weekend last weekend.

This weekend, we continue the Here I Am series, but before I jump into the message, I was in Israel for eight days, Lora and I both along with our teaching team and I thought you might want to see a few pictures. I’m not going to show you 400 but is it alright if I put a few pictures up?  One of our stops was on the Sea of Galilee. This is where about 95 percent of Jesus’ ministry happened and I’m going to be blunt, I had no idea that the Holy Land was this beautiful! It’s incredible. I think 95 percent of my ministry would have been around the Sea of Galilee too! Then we hopped on a camel! You see all those hills in the background, that’s the road to Jericho from Jerusalem. So the story of the Good Samaritan takes on an interesting dimension. Anyway, I paid 5 bucks to sit on the camel!  Next slide, does that brook look familiar to you? The Valley of Elah where David and Goliath fought their epic battle! Remember he got five smooth stones, that’s it right there! Guess what I came home with? Five stones! Guess what barely got through security! I was trying to explain to the Jewish security at Tel Aviv at the airport why I had stones in my suitcase, the Valley of Elah where David fought Goliath and the guy didn’t have any idea what I was talking about!  You’ve got to be kidding me!  Next slide, one of the profound moments was at night walking through the Damascus gate and walking through some of the old city streets and then finding ourselves at the Western Wall and seeing the wall is lined with Orthodox Jews praying with tremendous intensity and folding up pieces of paper and putting them in the wall. It was a profound moment. This is the last one, I just think my wife is pretty so I decided to put this picture up! This is Lora and I at the Jordan River! It was cool to be able to put my foot in the Jordan River and imagine what God did as He parted those waters and as the Israelites entered into the Promised Land. I think that’s it.  

This will not be all about my trip to Israel but indulge me for a moment! When we landed, our Jewish guide named Elan told us bluntly, ‘If you’ve never been here, you read the Bible wrong.’  And he was right. I think I had a very one dimensional view, there was something about being there and even seeing the topography, the Jewish culture and the geography itself that made it a much more three dimensional reading when I read the Bible. So, even this message, though we didn’t go to the wilderness of Paran where, in Numbers 11 where we are going to focus this weekend, but we were a mountain range away and there is not much difference. It helps you appreciate this miracle we are going to talk about.  So let’s jump in.

The Israelites are about half way between Israel and Egypt. You would think at this point that the glass would be half full, right? No! Half empty evidently based on the first verse.

Numbers 11

Soon the people complained about their hardships

I’m going to stop right there. Soon, how soon? Try three days after leaving Mount Sinia! Are you serious? Three days after leaving this mountain where God inscribed on stone tablets! You’ve seen the movie, right? These are incredible moments with thunder and lightning, the manifestation of God’s glory, and three days later, they are complaining. Now, zoom out a little bit further and it is one year and one month and 23 days since their exodus out of Israel. I love the Bible because of the specificity of the way they tracked the itinerary of this exodus. You would think that after ten miraculous signs like the ones they experienced, 

If you watched the Bible Series last weekend, you saw it. That was a little plug right there! We were so privileged to host Mark and Roma a couple of weeks ago at our Barracks Row Theater for a screening of the Bible Series. The first time slot was when we were in Israel so we watched it when we got back as a family.  But those ten miraculous signs, you would think that that would have at least lasted them for about ten years! I’m just making that up, ten miraculous signs, maybe that should last you ten years before you complain. But no! They start complaining because they are focused on their present circumstances and they forget what God has delivered them from, slavery in Egypt, and they forget where they are going evidently, the Promised Land. Can I suggest the same thing happens to us? Why do we complain? Because we forget what the Lord has delivered us out of and then we forget where God is taking us. When you do that, you complain.
I don’t know how long you have been saved. For some of you, this is your weekend. You will put your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in a sense, the clock starts ticking and your spiritual journey begins. For me, it began when I was five years old. That was 38 years ago. I would suggest that 38 years in, it is still too soon for me to complain. We have no right to complain in the shadow of the cross. And the shadow of the cross casts a shadow for eternity.  
So I’m going to get in our business this weekend and essentially say quit complaining God bless you we’ll see you next weekend!  We could leave at this point but we’re all here so why don’t we just hang out for a little bit?  Why need a reality check! Come on! There are people doing chemotherapy right now fighting for their lives. There are kids on a garbage heap in Kenya and they are eating rotten goat intestines just to stay alive.  We have first world problems by and large and what we need to realize is that our complaining, do you want to get God angry? I’m not going to stand up here and tell you that God doesn’t get angry.  But his anger is manifested toward those things that are ungodly, unholy that aren’t even good for us. If you want to rile God up, you complain right after He does a miracle for you! 
That’s what is going on. God does these miracles and then right afterwards, the Israelites forget. What does it say? It says 

Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the Lord, and when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.

I’m just saying that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. Fear in the right sense. Perfect love casts out all fear, I John 3. But fear here is living in awe of who God is. One of the ways I like to say it is we’ve lost the wow of God because we’ve lost the whoa of God. If you lose the whoa of God, this fear or awe of who the Lord is, then you take lightly the salvation that is yours, the forgiveness that is yours by virtue of what Christ did on the cross.  Then the next thing you know, you are complaining.
Let’s keep going. Verse 4

The rabble with them began to crave other food

Now this is interesting because evidently there were some Egyptians who were so awed by the God of Israel that they said forget Pharaoh we are going with the Jewish people in this exodus. That is awesome isn’t it? So they are with them but they start thinking about all the different foods they were eating and they complained for the fish and the meat in verse 5 and cucumbers and leeks and garlic.  I mean, would you please stop! Making me hungry just reading. 

But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!”

Complaining is contagious isn’t it.  But so is complementing.  What kind of culture are you creating in your home? What kind of culture are you creating in the workplace? I think horizontal complaining accomplishing next to nothing. I’m not saying there are moments when maybe you need to vent to a spouse about your boss, but he is not Pharaoh either. I think what we need to realize is that much of our complaining is really futile. In fact, when we verbalize it, what it does is cements that complaining in our spirits and I think we have to be very careful.  

They were complaining about not having any meat. I get this passage because I am giving up red meat for Lent! Just by virtue of the fact that that’s what I’m giving up for Lent, it produces this craving. So I understand the desire for meat. The complaining seems like a little thing but listen, it is that negativity in a very small form that keeps them out of the Promised Land.  Read the story. What you’ll find is when they get to the Promised Land, they send 12 spies in. Two of them come back with a positive report but 10 of them come back with a negative report.  I don’t care what form of negativity it is, whether it is complaining or coming back with a bad report, it is choosing to focus on the wrong thing. And it was a complaining spirit that kept them out of the Promised Land and it is a complaining spirit that will do the same thing to us.

This week, I had an interesting conversation with someone who is on the coaching staff of the Baltimore Ravens. He had read The Circle Maker and he reached out to me and so we had a conversation this week. They won the Super Bowl but more of us forget that they lost four out of the last five regular season games going into the playoffs. So it would have been easy for them to have a little bit of negativity in the camp. But he began to tell me about some of the coaches and players and how they fought through positivity and through prayer and how it was during that losing streak that he felt like God really spoke to him. This is so cool, he sent a page of his journal to me. It was during that losing streak that he felt like the Lord spoke to him that they were going to win the Lombardi trophy and that they needed to cast that crown at the feet of Jesus. Do you know what happened when the cameras turned off at the end of the Super Bowl coverage?  That team gathered in prayer. They always pray the Our Father and with intentionality, they cast the crown. I’m not sure it was unanimous but those coaches and players said we are going to cast this crown at the feet of Jesus. I love that!
Let me ask you, what happens when you are in a wilderness place? When you have lost four out of five games? What happens when you are in a workplace and it is not where you want to be? Or your marriage is grading out at a C- or a D+ or money is tight or you hit bottom and just don’t feel like there is anything left? What do you do in those moments? The easiest thing in the world to do is complain.

The Hebrew word for complain is only found in two places in the Old Testament. One is in Numbers 11 and the other is Lamentations 3:39.  Here’s what that passage says.

Why should a living man complain?  

That’s a good question! Then the next verse says

Let us test and examine our ways and return to the Lord.

If you were to test and examine your words and attitudes, what percentage of them would be complaining in nature? One percent? 51 percent? If you could just step back and say what percentage am I really having a complaining spirit, what would it be?
Then I love this next verse
Let us lift up our hands to God in heaven.

In other words, quit complaining and start worshipping. If you don’t, if you stop worshipping, you will start complaining. It is one or the other. Either we have a complaining spirit or a worshipping spirit. This is huge! What does that have to do with Here I Am? I think complaining keeps up from being totally present and totally available. Instead of saying, ‘God, I like the situation I am, but here I am.’  No, what we say is I don’t want to be here.  But we need to say here I am. It is not where I want to be but God I believe You can be glorified in this place in my life. 

Stop and think about this, the Israelites were complaining about manna. What was manna? A miracle! They are complaining about a miracle? It’s like the Monday night football segment. Are you serious? You are complaining about a miracle. 

Let me tell you how I combat this in my life because I’m as susceptible as anybody else. You know my word for the year is Selah, rest, pause and observe the wonder of God. So every day I look for Selah moments and because I’m looking for them, I actually find them. I find them in interesting places. This one I love. When we were in Israel, I had the opportunity to preach at a church right there in Jerusalem last Sunday night and my little niece, Ella Schmidgall, drew a picture of me preaching!  That is refrigerator approved! When I saw that picture, that was my Selah moment! If you are looking for something to complain about, you will find it, always. If you are looking for something to worship about, you will find it, always.
Next verse, 18

Tell the people: ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat. The Lord heard you when you wailed, “If only we had meat to eat! We were better off in Egypt!” Now the Lord will give you meat, and you will eat it. 19 You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or five, ten or twenty days, 20 but for a whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it—because you have rejected the Lord, who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?”

Listen to me, quick point here. There is a pattern established in Scripture. Before God moves miraculously, He always call us to consecration. What is consecration? Consecration is the full surrender of yourself to the Lord Jesus Christ. It doesn’t mean part of you or a little bit of this or little bit of that. If Jesus is not Lord of all, then He is not Lord at all. It is all or nothing. There is no in between. 

Peter Marshall said that we are too Christian to enjoy sinning and too sinful to enjoy Christ. So many of us live in this no man’s land, one foot in and one foot out and we are miserable because it doesn’t work that way.  

Consecration, I like saying it this way, it is all in. It is pushing all your chips to the middle of table and saying, ‘God, everything I am, I am yours.’ 
I think we give God part of us, but I can’t help but think about those moments in a wedding where every once in a while a couple will ask me for different vows that I’ve created over the years or got from other people. But I always include this one little line, whether it is the exchange of rings or the actual vow itself, it is this little phrase, holding nothing back.  I love that because that is where it’s at. Marriage is not a 50/50 proposition. It is not a compromise. It is consecration. It is each person bringing all of themselves to that relationship offering 100 percent and 100 percent. It is all in. And that is one of the best images. We are the bride of Christ and God expects nothing less, holding nothing back.  So the Lord says consecrate yourselves for tomorrow.

Verse 21

But Moses said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, ‘I will give them meat to eat for a whole month!’ 22 Would they have enough if flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea were caught for them?”
23 The Lord answered Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short? Now you will see whether or not what I say will come true for you.”
So Moses says here I am but it is the context.  Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot.  In other words, this here I am statement is less a statement of availability and more a statement of dependence.  I get this. When we were in the wilderness in Israel there were 44 of us and it was hard enough to find a restaurant. There aren’t fishing holes in the desert! How are you going to feed six hundred thousand men on foot, not for a day but for a whole month? It does not add up but here is the good news, with God, five plus two doesn’t equal seven! In kingdom economics, that equals 5,000 remainder of 12! So I think Moses is doing the math and there is no conceivable way God is going to pull this off, even if they butchered all the flocks and even with all the fish in the sea, it is helpless and hopeless.

Let’s bring it a little bit close to home.  This is when you don’t see any way of getting out of debt. This is when you have given up on getting pregnant. This is when you have lost your job. This is when the police show up at the door. This is when your spouse files for a divorce. This is when your child is diagnosed with a rare disease. These are the moments when here I am in a situation that is way beyond what I can handle or even control. What do you do in that situation? Let me just frame it this way. On July 4, 1776, the defining moment in our history when we declared independence, a turning point in our history, I think it is the opposite with God. The turning point happens when we make a declaration of dependence. In other words, when there is just no way, when we are helpless and hopeless without Him, when we absolutely depend upon Him. And I think that is happening with Moses here. Like, God, there is no way. If You don’t come through in this situation, Moses could not see a way that God would make a way and provide what He promised. A God-ordained dream will always be beyond your ability and beyond your resources. You can’t do it. And that’s the way God wants it so you have to rely on Him so that He gets all the glory for it. It is not about accomplishing the dream. It is not even about the miracle. It is about cultivating this intimacy with God so that you come to know his faithfulness, that He is the God who is going to deliver.
Have you made a declaration of dependence? Here is what I mean by that. It is putting all of your weight on God’s grace. Not some of it, all of it. Stepping on the scales and saying, ‘God, I am putting all my weight on your grace.’ It is trusting in nothing besides the shed blood of the sinless Son of God for your salvation. That’s it. It is not our good works. It is not God 99 percent and us one percent. It is 100 percent grace. It is 100 percent God. It is this absolute dependence that God is the One who did it and all I can do is simple receive it. Have you made that declaration of dependence upon the Lord Jesus Christ?
I love God’s response:  The Lord said to Moses, has my arm lost its power?  Ha ha! Has the Lord’s arm shortened? Are you out of my reach that I can’t reach into the wilderness and do something there that seems like there is no way? No! The Lord’s arm is not shortened. There is no big or small. There is no easy or difficult. There is no possible or impossible.  Do we believe that God is sovereign? Then it is Him saying I’ll give you meat to eat for a day or meat to eat for a month, it is all the same. Everything is his by virtue of creation. He sits on the throne. He is sovereign and He can provide however He well pleases. Sometimes it is the impossible odds that allow God to reveal his glory a little bit more. And that translates into situations that we don’t want to be in. But then when God provides, something powerful happens. But you’ve got to say here I am so you can experience God saying Here I Am.
Let me close with this. Skip to the end, verse 31

Now a wind went out from the Lord and drove quail in from the sea. It scattered them up to two cubits deep all around the camp, as far as a day’s walk in any direction. 32 All that day and night and all the next day the people went out and gathered quail. No one gathered less than ten homers.

That’s about a donkey load.  Now the Lord sent a wind that brought quail from the sea because quail do not fly in the desert. I won’t go into detail, I’ve preached on this before, but they have a very short flight stamina. Their point of no return is like a hundred yards or something.  They are 50 miles away from the Dead Sea. So this is just not going to happen. This had to be a tremendous wind storm! But God uses the wind to get the quail there. I don’t even think I can put this into perspective but let’s have a little fun with meteorologists and I think it is an appropriate week to do that!  Let’s just say that we went around our family dinner table and I know that we have lots of locations and some of you actually got snow. We however on Capitol Hill did not get any accumulation but around our dinner table, Josiah won because he guessed three inches. I think Summer was four, Parker was five, Lora was six and I was seven inches. What if a meteorologist got up and said, ‘Hey, there is a high pressure system coming from the northeast into our area and it is cloudy with a chance of quail.’ What? It would be about as believable as our current forecast! 
I took a class in meteorology at the University of Chicago, so I just want to say that in infinity, in fraternity with any meteorologists that might be at NCC, I’m sorry for those last three minutes!

Here’s what happens, a day’s walk would have been 15 miles in any direction. If you remember from some of your math classes, if you were to take the radius and multiple it by pi, you would come up with an area of about 700 square miles. D.C. city proper is 68.4 square miles. 700 square miles, that means, if you do the math, God provided somewhere in the neighborhood of 105 million quail. That’s awesome! Are you kidding me! Can you imagine that day when the sky darkened because of clouds of quail coming in on this windstorm? This would be a day you would never forget. Except then they start complaining a few chapters later, again! Come on people! It didn’t matter whether it was manna or quail, quit complaining!
We need to make a declaration of dependence upon God. Here’s what I love about this story. The book of Numbers comes from the Hebrew word from which we get our word arithmetic, so this is technically called the book of Arithmetic. So in the book of Arithmetic, you have a miracle that doesn’t add up.  God doesn’t add up. He never will. You will never be able to figure it out. Some of you want to sit down and on your scientific paper figure out the formula to figure out how you can make God end up or even make God logical, but it is not going to happen. And that is good news because He is way bigger and way better than that.

Let me close with this. I don’t know what kind of miracle you need in your life, but all of us find ourselves in places like Moses where, God, here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, there is no way. I don’t see any way out of this, God. I don’t see any way You are going to come through. I have no idea how or when or where this miracle could even happen. But those are the moments when all you can do it say God here I am. I declare my dependence upon You.

Let me tell you one last little thing that happened on this trip. We were in Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee and we were in an old synagogue, the ruins that are probably built on top of the 1st Century synagogue where Jesus did a significant amount of teaching and a significant amount of miracles because this is the village of Peter. So He spent a lot of time there and we thought this would be a great place, since Jesus did some miracles right here, is there anybody that might need a miracle in your life? I felt prompted in my spirit that too often and too easily, I give up on the miracles that I’m praying for. I’ve had asthma since I was three and it is something that I’ve never gone a day in my life without utilizing the medications, so thank God for medical science but for different stretches, I just give up on the possibility of God healing me. I thought, I’m not going to do that so I prayed and some people prayed for me and it was really exciting to know that the Lord did some miracles right there and He could do it again. So I prayed that God would heal me of my asthma. That night, I had to take my inhaler. It was a little bit of a let down but I decided not to buy into the lie of the enemy because it is not my job to answer my prayers. It is my job to ask. It is my job to say God Here I am. It didn’t happen this time, but six hundred thousand men on foot, how is this going to happen? I can’t do it. And there are lots of other places in my life where I can say God Here I am, and I’m going to do it. I’m going to keep saying God Here I am.
I don’t know what you need in your life but you can’t figure it out and you don’t have the solution and you can’t answer your own prayer. But you can say God Here I am.

Let’s pray.

Father, help us this weekend as we continue to pray this prayer corporately and individually. As a church, we say here we are. God we want to be a church You can use to reach the city and to reach around the world. Lord here we are. And God individually we say to You here I am. Lord You see the needs in my life. I know some of us this weekend are a little convicted by the talk about complaining. That’s a good thing. Help us respond to that conviction of the Holy Spirit in a way that is righteous, that we would confess it for what it is and that we would cultivate this worship habit in our lives so that we would start worshipping and stop complaining. Lord I pray that where we need to be consecrated that we would fully offer ourselves to You. God I pray that where we need to declare our dependence upon You, that we wouldn’t resist it but we would quickly acknowledge that we are absolutely dependent upon You and hold on to the fact that it is the raw dependence out of which You do your greatest miracles. So we offer that raw dependence to You today and we declare our dependence upon You. Lord for those who maybe this weekend need to pray that prayer for the first time, we celebrate and rejoice with them that they would have the courage to surrender, to submit, to consecrate, to yield. Something that isn’t talked about a  lot in our culture, we want the upper hand. God right now we take the lower hand, but your arm is not shortened. You can reach us right where we are. Lord I pray that right now You would do that in each one of our lives. In Jesus name, Amen. 
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