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We continue our Psalm series today and you can go ahead and open up to the 24th Chapter of Psalms. We set the stage in I Samuel 4 where the Philistines had defeated the nation of Israel.  But they hadn’t just defeated them, they took what was dearest to them away. They took the Ark of the Covenant away from them. And in verse 21, it says that the glory of God had departed from Israel. They had lost their way. They had lost their first love. They had lost their calling. They had lost their identity. And they found themselves in turmoil and wrestling. And the prophet Samuel tried to step forward and take control and lead them but to no avail. And then King Saul stepped in and he began to lead them but he tried to bully their way forward and it didn’t work out either. Then Saul was killed in battle and King David was anointed as the new king. King David came along and the Philistines had been beating them down for years and King David had the audacity to go against the Philistines and beat them. And he did what the people thought was impossible. He went and retrieved, the regained the Ark of the Covenant and began to bring it back. He instructed his warriors to bring it back into the city of Jerusalem and they began to do so but they did so carelessly and they did so disrespectfully. And in II Samuel 6, they didn’t make it. They failed in their attempt to get it. In fact, one of the men even died in the process and they were stopped short and it ended at a man’s house named Obed. And even though David and Israel had recaptured the Ark of the Covenant, this holy thing, what had been their identity, even though they had recaptured it, they had not recaptured their reverence for the King.
It was a couple weeks ago that Nina and I were on our way to a wedding that I was performing. I was a little late so I was pressing the pedal a little bit. Next thing I know, I look up and the blue flashers are going off. I got pulled over and the officer came up to the window and he asked the question they always ask when you get pulled over. ‘Why do you think I pulled you over?’ It’s like a trap. What good answer is there? ‘Maybe you wanted to commend me on my driving ability?’ Or ‘maybe you wanted to thank me for my many donations to the police force through tickets over the years?’  No, ‘You were speeding, sir.’ I was very apologetic. He asked why I was speeding and I told him I was on my way to a wedding and we had church this morning that went a little late and then I had to pick up my wife and I’m even performing the wedding.  He said, ‘You are performing the wedding and you are late?’ I thought he was connecting with me. I was thinking we were buddies and that he might get me a police escort to get there on time and we might go see a movie later like one happy family. He went back to the car and he came back and he gave me his card. It was about the size of a ticket! It was a ticket! Man, I thought we were best friends! Are you kidding? When that ticket touched my hand, something happened in me. Do you remember that joking, charming, nice, apologetic guy? He died! He was gone! Something went off inside me and I wanted to tell this guy what I thought about him but thank God you cannot get arrested for the thoughts in your head! In that moment, I realized two things. Number one, I do not like this man; and number two, my apology wasn’t all that sincere.  I was apologetic but I wasn’t repentant for the action I did, I was sorry that I got caught. You’ve been there! I wasn’t repentant, I was just sorry.
The Ark of the Covenant was recaptured by Israel and they were bringing it back but they can’t get into the glory of the Lord just because they say the right things. Are you with me? They can’t get back into the glory of the Lord just because they have the right thing or they are in the right place. They can’t get into the glory of the Lord giving lip service. 

Do you ever say something that you don’t really mean? You had the right content but there was no heart behind it? That doesn’t matter does it? We just experienced it this week. Ray Rice said something and he said all the right words but then you have people judging what was behind those words. To get into the glory of the Lord, they had to have the right attitude. A humble, a contrite, a penitent heart before the Lord. 

And David goes from angry to confused to humble before God and three months pass by from this failure to get the Ark into the city and after three months, David and his men come back and this time, they come back with a different attitude. They come back humbled and they start by sacrificing unto the Lord. And then they begin to praise God and then the Scriptures say that David dances before the Lord with all of his might. And it is at this moment that they pick up the Ark of the Covenant again and they begin to lead it into the city. And it is right here in this emotional place that Psalm 24 is penned.  Starting off in verse 1

1 The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it,
    the world, and all who live in it;

David starts in a place of humility by acknowledging the greatness of God. If we started our days right here, a lot of our problems would be solved. If we started by saying, ‘God, this earth is yours and everything in it, You own it, God, You own my day, You own my appointments, You own my schedule, You own my relationships,’ it would change the way we look at things and it would change the way we treat people. We would have a different attitude toward the day.
I remember the first time I got disciplined as a child. Somebody had given my dad an inscriber tool. These were used to write your name on furniture so if it was stolen, it could be traced back to you. So when my parents weren’t looking, I took that inscriber tool and I decided to test it out on our coffee table. I was a little artist and I was doing my thing and I finish and I stepped back and it was much larger than I had anticipated. But there was a lamp on the coffee table and underneath the lamp was this doily, do you remember those things? I pulled that doily and it was fit perfectly over what I had done. Praise God! He provided! It fit perfectly. So I left and that night, my parents called me back in and they said, ‘Joel, did you use the inscriber tool on the coffee table?’  ‘Did I use the inscriber tool on the coffee table?’  You know how when your parents back you in a corner, you don’t answer the question, you just repeat it back to them incredulously, right? And then you say to them the question that they are about to ask you, ‘Why would I do that?’  But there was just one small crack in my defense – I had actually inscribed my own name on the coffee table! I don’t know how my parents figured out it was me! I learned a lesson in that moment that I learned many times through my childhood, that even though I had anytime access, free access, to almost everything in that house, my parents still owned that house and everything in it.

When we have an understanding of verse 1, when we have an understanding that this earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, it changes the way we treat his creation. Not just nature, but He has created every person on this planet. He formed them in the womb. We treat people with a different level of respect and responsibility. If we started our days and our prayers like David did right here, what would it do? By starting and acknowledging the work of the Lord and acknowledging the greatness of God, I have found that in marriage, if I don’t acknowledge the good about my spouse, I take her for granted. If I don’t acknowledge the good things within her, I won’t be thankful enough for her. And the flip side, when I do something and I know I do it, and I know that she knows that I did something for her, I still want to hear it. That’s called praise! And our heavenly Father isn’t so different from us in the sense that He loves to hear our praises. And it is not just good for Him to hear our praises, it is good for us to give praises to Him because it changes our perspective on life. It changes our perspective on what we have within our life and in God Himself.
Verse 2

2 for he founded it on the seas
    and established it on the waters.

This is a reference back to Genesis 1 where we see that the water existed before dry ground. Genesis 1:6

From out of the water, God called forth the sky.

Genesis 1:9

And from out of the water, God called forth land and sea. 

What was once formless and empty and void and nothing, God brought out of the sky and sea and land. He called it out and He spoke it into existence.

When our words reflect his Word, his Word becomes our verb.  Look at the verb in his Word in Genesis 1, He says that God said let there be light and God said let the waters gather and God said let the land produce. When God speaks, things happen. When God speaks, blessing pours and emptiness and nothingness and void, out of that God spoke and life came.

When you praise God, you open up the flood gates of ‘God said’ into your existence.

The most creative place on the planet for me is my prayer closet. I don’t mean an actual closet. It could be in my room. It could be in the shower. It could on a walk. It could be in my workplace. It could be in a relationship. Whenever I get into prayer, things happen! And I find creative solutions to my issues and my problems. I find vision over my home or over my workplace or over my projects. I find conviction in my own heart because we have access to the voice of God. When we open up ‘God said,’ his blessings begin to spread within us. When we praise God, God pours into our lives. 
David begins his prayer with praise and then he asks this pivotal question in verse 3

Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord?
    Who may stand in his holy place?

Some of us have done part of this. We’ve had an experience with God or we’ve seen the hand of the Lord at work in our lives and we’ve ascended the hill of the Lord. I know when I was younger, I ascended the hill of the Lord many times but I didn’t stand in his holy place. It wasn’t until I ascended the hill, and at moments I had revelations of God through somebody else or through nature or through circumstances, but when I ascended that hill and I stood I his holy place and I put down stakes in that place and I resided in his presence and I painted my address on that curb and I found resilience in the Lord and I stood in the presence of God, that was when the Spirit of the Lord came upon me. And that was when the Holy Spirit took over my life and something happened called transformation, regeneration, a work of the Spirit of God that works from the inside and then comes out. He makes us new in Christ Jesus. It is called salvation. And He makes it available for every one of us. 

As I was praying over this message this week, I was praying, ‘God, what do You want to do?’ And I was pacing and I was seeking the Lord and praying and He kept giving me this image of this steep hill and multitudes of people were at the bottom of the hill and they were content with their pilgrimage to get to that hill and to look at it and to talk about it but then a few people began to ascend it and began to climb up that hill. But most of the people remained and stayed at the bottom. They loved talking about it. They talked about how they believed in it and how they believed in the blessing of it and how there were good things that came from it. But they just kept talking about it and didn’t ascend it. It is only those who ascend the hill of the Lord and stand in his holy place that receive the blessing of God and understand his presence.
Psalm 73 is David lamenting about how the wicked prosper and they find wealth. It is him lamenting about how things aren’t fair. Then in verse 16 it says, when I try to understand all this, it troubled me deeply until I entered the sanctuary of God, then I understood. Some things you can’t get until you get into the presence of God. Some things you will never understand until you spend time in God’s presence. Your determination has to match your desire. Let me say that again. You need to throw in an Amen right there! Your determination has to match your desire! Good intentions are no excuse for a lack of action! Faith is not faith until you take that first step. Faith is not faith until you take that first hill. Faith is not faith until you ascend and you stand before a holy God and in the midst of God’s presence. We get it mixed up. We think the goal is to possess the presence of God. That’s what Israel did. That’s what they thought. They got the Ark of the Covenant, they possessed the presence of God. But things didn’t go so well from there. The goal is the opposite. The goal is for the presence of God to possess us! To live our lives right here, submitted to a holy God, releasing and letting go of who we are and giving God all that we have. 
This is a good time to say right here that you don’t have to have it all together to come to God, to ascend that hill. You don’t have to be perfect. But you do have to strive to be perfected. Perfect is us trying in our ability to make that happen. Being perfected is Christ winning and in his ability, making that happen and inviting us into that.

Verse 4

Who may stand in his holy place?
4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,
    who does not lift up his soul to what is false
    or swear deceitfully.

The older I get, the more I realize that there is a big difference between perception and reality, between the outside you and the inside you. People see clean hands but God sees a pure heart. Clean hands will impact our actions. A pure heart will impact our attitude. Clean hands will do right things. A pure heart will do them for the right reasons. Clean hands are our actions. A pure heart is our motivation. Clean hands are what we do. A pure heart is why we do it. Clean hands express our character. A pure heart expresses our character.  

Nina, my wife, we were talking about this idea this week and she said as she has been reading the Psalms, the idea of a pure heart keeps coming up. Every chapter I read, God is pulling that out of the Scriptures and this realization that it doesn’t matter if you’ve got it all together on the outside, it doesn’t matter how good you look, it doesn’t matter how others perceive you. What matters is a pure heart before the Lord. That He looks down and only you and only He know where your heart is. Is your heart fully submitted to the King? Clean hands and pure heart who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not swear deceitfully. The NIV says he who does not lift up soul to an idol. An idol is whatever you put before God.

When we bought our house, almost 10 years ago, we got our house in DC. We were so excited because we were going to have a house in the city with a lawn! We had our big 8 x 10 patch of brown grass and we were so excited but we forgot to check one thing in the inspection. When they had done work on the house, they took out the water spigot so there was no water source for the grass in the back. So we went out and got a rain barrel. You attach the downspout to the rain barrel and it fills up water that you can use for sustenance for the grass. But over time, leaves and different things get in the gutters and in the downspouts and they begin to clog up the ability for the source to get water to the rain barrel, which in turn, affects the amount of water that the grass will receive. So the grass is dependent upon the source. But it also relies on the cleanliness of the downspout to have access to that source. Are you following me? Here’s what I’m saying, the problem is not in the source. The source is good and the source is working but it is those clogs in our hearts that stops us and stops access to that beautiful and wonderful and running source that is always working.  So today is you need sustenance, the rain is pouring today! But you have to clean out the gutters of your heart. What are those things, those idols that have come in between you and God? What has clogged up your heart so that you don’t have access to his blessing and his goodness within you? Maybe it is your social life, maybe it is money, maybe it is apathy, maybe it is your work, I don’t know. What is it that you have allowed in between you and your relationship with God? I’m guilty of this myself. I allow my schedule to often come between me and the Lord. My time commitments often supersede that relationship with the Lord. Sometimes I will skip my time with Him, but more often than not, it is just me checking it off the box. It’s like washing my hands but not really having a pure heart before the Lord, not letting myself soak in his presence and truly get into Him. Because when I soak in his presence, He speaks into me. And when He speaks into me, things happen. 
There is a word that God has been speaking into me over and over, into my heart, and it is this, ‘Joel, I want to do something original in you.’  That’s a good word. I like that! I grab onto that and take it with me and run with it! God, what do You want to do? I’m ready! I’m looking for it! But the thing is, I cut off God. I don’t let Him finish his sentence or his thought. He wasn’t looking to do something new in me, He was looking to do something fresh in me. Original is to come back to the origins, right? It is a repentance. It is a renewing. It is a reminder of the priorities that should be first in our lives and in our hearts.

In my Western capitalist mindset, I was saying the more the better. Like the more books I read, the more ideas I get, the more stuff I get in my head, the more things I stuff into life, the more the better. But God says no, not the more the better. Not even the less the better. And here’s where the plane landed, the simpler the better. No matter how many times I try to cut down and whittle down that schedule, it rears its ugly head again. Anyone have time commitments that come again and again? No matter how many times I constantly lose that battle, we have to identify our priorities and then fight for those things and allow those things to lead us. Here’s what I figured out, when I allow my schedule to control my priorities, the urgent becomes my god. When I allow my schedule to become my priority, the urgent becomes my god. But when I force my priorities to lead my schedule, God always takes care of the urgent. Isn’t that a great thing! You give Him what you have first and the Scriptures say He will take care of the rest.
Let me break it down in my terms, an opportunity to teach or have an experience with my child will always go ahead of what I am doing in that moment. Another thing, if I have a life-giving opportunity with someone around me and it conflicts with schedule, with plans, I’m going to choose life in that moment. If my time with God is being cut short because of plans that I have made, I have to go back to the life-giving place of the Scriptures because if I’m not in his Word and seeking Him first, everything else gets complex. Isn’t that what the Scripture is talking about? It is saying don’t put any idol before God. Don’t let anything get between you and God but go back to an original place. What is your original place of blessing? What is that original place of joy that God gave to you and when is the last time you visited that place? 
Genesis 26 is the story of a guy named Isaac who is Abraham’s son. At this moment in time, the nation was in a great famine and Isaac was trying to figure out what to do. So he was thinking he would do something new by going down to Egypt to check things out. Right then, God spoke to him and told him to stay where he was and God said, ‘I will be with you and I will bless you.’  Here’s the promise God gave him in verse 4, ‘I will make your descendants as many as the stars in the sky and give them all these lands. All the nations of the earth will get a blessing for themselves through your descendants.’  Does anyone recognize this? This sounds familiar. Wait a second, that’s the same thing God said to Abraham! Come up with something original right here. Then it dawns on me, I’m a little slow, that’s exactly what this is. This is an original promise by God that He now gives to Isaac, Abraham’s son. He says, ‘Isaac, I’m not going to give you something new, I’m going to take you back to this original promise.’ And Isaac followed it and here’s what happened in verse 12. Isaac planted crops in that land and took in a huge harvest and God blessed him. The man got richer and richer by the day until he was very wealthy. In the same year, he reaped 100 fold. That’s a pretty good return on investment right there. God blesses him. The new would have been to go down to Egypt. But God didn’t call him to the new, He called him to the fresh, to the simple. He called him back to the original place of God’s Word. Verse 18: Isaac dug again the wells which were dug in the days of his father Abraham but had been clogged up, remember the downspouts, by the Philistines after Abraham’s death and he renamed them, listen, using the original names that his father had given to them. Then God begins to bless all around this well and people start to show up and they want in. They want part of it and Isaac, tells them to take it. They can have it. Then he goes off and digs up another original well and God begins to bless and people begin to show up and he gives it away again. He keeps doing this. He goes to an original place, God blesses and he gives it away. It is an awesome thing when you don’t just have a gift from God but you know God Himself. When you just have his gift, you take it and protect it and you don’t want to share it, you hold onto it because that’s all you’ve got. But when you know the Giver, when you know He who gives you that gift, you take that and you give it away and you go back and He gives you some more and you give it away. Abraham was like Isaac and Isaac said that it doesn’t matter how much I give away because I know the source and I have access to the source!

We don’t just need a new revelation of God’s power in our life, we need an original reminder of God’s purposes within us! Amen! God wants to do something original in us! God wants to take us back to an original place. Where is that place He touched you? Have you walked away from it? You’ve gotten away from God and things are clogged up and you don’t hear from Him. He is calling you back today. He is calling you back this day to come back before Him to get back to that original place and to reclaim his presence and his blessing that He has designed to put in your life. That’s what He does in David.

Psalm 24, David fails and his men fail before the Lord with the Ark of the Covenant. He takes time away and he comes back to an original place of humility before God and he begins to sacrifice and praise God for who He is and for his greatness and he resubmits himself to the Lord in that moment and he humbles himself before God and this is what he says, verse 7
 7 Lift up your heads, you gates;
    be lifted up, you ancient doors,
    that the King of glory may come in.
8 Who is this King of glory?
    The Lord strong and mighty,
    the Lord mighty in battle.
9 Lift up your heads, you gates;
    lift them up, you ancient doors,
    that the King of glory may come in.
10 Who is he, this King of glory?
    The Lord Almighty—
    he is the King of glory.
We live in an age of self-actualization where everything is about us. Who am I? Who am I becoming? What should I do? Who should I do it with? Everything is about constantly trying to realize ourselves but we also need to realize not just who we are but who God is. Finding out who I am has to be connected to the great I Am. Those things come together and they are interconnected and that’s what is so awesome about David, the character here in this story. He knows who he is. He is the King of Israel. He has reestablished the nation of Israel and brought them back into power. He has gone to the very enemy that has held them captive for countless years and generations and he has reclaimed the Ark of the Covenant and he is bringing that Ark back. He knows who he is. He is the King. Everyone should be pointing at him but David gives the very thing that was dearest to him, the very identity that he had and that everyone else had of him, he gives that to God in this moment, his kingship. See this image in your mind today as you read this Scripture. This image of David leading his warriors after a great victory over the Philistines and they have the Ark of the Covenant and they see the city of Jerusalem up ahead and they begin to walk towards it and David calls out, ‘Lift up the gates Oh ancient gates because the king of glory is about to come in!’ People think, ‘Yes, that’s David!’ But David says, ‘No, this is a sign of the political, the social, the spiritual capitol of our nation and the king of glory would come in, but it is not a human king. The King of Glory is He who is the Great I Am!’ And he begins to step towards that and David impassioned with prayer begins to call out and his emotions well up and his praise of God begins to well up within him. He doesn’t just say a prayer. He doesn’t just speak a prayer. He doesn’t just sing a prayer. He says the first line, who is this king of glory. And it was Jewish culture then to repeat back the answer, not just a person, not just a group of people, not just the warriors, but the entire nation that was there that day. Who is this King of Glory? And then the whole nation shouts, ‘He is the Lord, strong and mighty!’  Then he says it again because when you meant something, you said it twice. Who is this King of Glory? And the whole nation said, ‘He is the Lord, strong and mighty!’ May the glory of the Lord fill our hearts, fill our days, fill our minds. May the glory of the Lord consume us this day! Amen!
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