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Welcome to National Community Church! Last weekend, I announced the launch of our eight campus as Echo Stage. October 18th. So September 13 is the information meeting. And I want to let you know that we have a worship night, mark your calendar, September 20 at the Echo Stage and we would love for you to be part of that.
100 years ago, he was perhaps the most famous black man on the planet. He was born into slavery but he not only went to college, he went on to become a college president. He had tea with the Queen of England and was also the first black man to dine with the President at the White House. Afterward, Teddy Roosevelt said, to a very extraordinary degree, he combined humility and dignity. Then Roosevelt paid Booker T Washington what I think is the best compliment you could ever pay a man. He said as much as any man I have ever met, he lived up to Micah’s verse. What more does the Lord require of thee than to do justice and love mercy and walk humbly with God. 

Here’s my favorite story about Booker T. He was in Des Moines, Iowa delivering sermons and speeches. It might have been March 12, 1911, he spoke at several prestigious locations that day and later that day he was in the lobby of the hotel where he was staying and a white woman mistakes him for hotel staff and asked him if he would go get her a glass of water. Instead of correcting her or even identifying himself, he went and got the glass of water and handed it to her and said, ‘Is there anything else I can get for you?’ 

Come on! This is a man who advised Presidents but more significant and more important, a humble servant. That is what makes a man great!
This weekend, we continue our series, The Moral of the Story, and I want to share a message titled The Thirteenth Virtue from Luke 14. Let me put a little frame around it. Every branch of the military has a code of conduct. Before I talk about it, can we take a moment to honor our military at all of our campuses? We love you and we appreciate you. We are so blessed! So, every branch has a code of conduct. These are written and unwritten rules that set a standard to live up to. For example, part of the Navy Seal code is earn your trident every day. I like that. The trident symbolizes who a Navy Seal is and what a Navy Seal does. I like the idea of earning it every day. The Marine Corp has one that I’m not sure if it is written or unwritten but you’ve probably heard it. Officers eat last. I like that because it is kind of an upside down thing. If you walk into the chow hall, you will see an officer letting a private go first. That’s just part of the code. 

In a sense, I want you to think of the parables as a code of conduct for Christ followers. It is a kingdom code and there are code words and some of them are counter-intuitive. The first will be last and the last will be first. Or the only way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the cause of Christ. Or what about if someone makes you go one mile, go the extra mile. Or how about the greatest among you is the servant of all.

Luke 14 is part of this kingdom code. In a nutshell, give the seat of honor to someone else. Let me urbanize it, don’t call shotgun! Give the front seat to someone else. 

Luke 14:7

7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. 

I will be honest. I’ve never gone to a wedding reception and sat in the wrong seat and been asked to move. But I have been kicked out of a wedding reception that I wasn’t invited to! Don’t judge me! A little road trip one weekend back to Chicago and we were hanging out at the Hilton on Michigan Avenue and I don’t know what I was thinking, maybe that my friend and I might be able to impress the girls, this was when I was in college, we thought we might sneak in and get a drink and come back out. So we walked in, got in line and when we got to the front, the fact that we weren’t wearing wedding clothes might have had something to do with this, the bartender called my bluff. It wasn’t impressive to the girls at all! I walked out embarrassed with my tail between my legs.

Here’s what Jesus is saying in the front half of this parable, don’t embarrass yourself. Let me help you save face. Trying to jockey for position, exaggerating on a resume, taking more credit than you deserve is going to come back and bite you. Don’t embarrass yourself. Try humbling yourself and see how that works. 

So let’s look at the second half. 

10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

If you have ever flown Southwest airline, you know you are picking up what Jesus is throwing down. You want the best seat. And you want the best seat when you come to church don’t you. Listen, we want the good seat, the seat of honor, but it is not something you get, it is something God gives. This is a parable about tables so let me set the table by talking about tables.
After working on a Habitat for Humanity project a few years ago, Lora and I went to a little reception afterwards and we were seated at the same table as former President Jimmy Carter and Rosalyn! How did we land at that table? 

Last season I was doing chapel for the Green Bay Packers the night before the game and a couple of the guys wanted to have dinner so I was having dinner with some large men with healthy appetites and I was thinking to myself, this is super cool! 

Last fall, I was at a dinner that was organized by Dick Foth and I was sitting at this table with a former NFL VP, a three star General, a member of Congress and a business billionaire and I was thinking to myself, who doesn’t belong at this table? Me! Have you ever had one of those moments where you are someplace that you know you did not get there because of your resume? There is only one way you got there, God put you there! I think that’s what this parable is about. 

The place of honor isn’t something you get, it is something that God gives. It is the favor of God. 

Here’s the fun thing. Your job isn’t getting a foot in the door. It is not even putting your best foot forward. Your job is following in the footsteps of Jesus. And when you do, He will position you in some places. He is going to make some open table reservations at restaurants you can’t pronounce and can’t pay for! That is what God does! But we have to humble ourselves and when we do, it is on like Donkey Kong.

Let me tell you a story. When Josiah Franklin died, his 10th son Benjamin Franklin inscribed a verse of Scripture on his tombstone. It was his dad’s favorite Proverb, Proverb 22:29

29 Seest thou a man diligent in his business? He shall stand before kings;

At the ripe old age of 78, Benjamin Franklin was looking back on his amazing life and he made this observation. He said I did not think that I should ever literally stand before kings, which however has happened. I have stood before five and have even had the honor of sitting down with one, the king of Denmark, for dinner. 

Franklin was perhaps the most important diplomat in American history helped secure the support of France is our struggle for independence. He was invited to some amazing tables but it was the providence of God that set him up. Many of you are familiar with Franklin’s 13 virtues but did you know that there were originally 12? Until a time or two God humbled him and after those experiences, he added a 13th virtue, humility, last but not least. And next to it, he said imitate Jesus and Socrates. A defining moment, when Franklin was a young man, he would write scathing editorials and a time or two he targeted a Puritan preacher and this preacher invited him to dinner one night and showed him his library and that’s where they shared a common love of reading. Franklin had one of the largest and best libraries at that time, 4,276 volumes. So they were walking through a narrow passage into the library when the preacher yelled back at Franklin, ‘Stoop! Stoop!’ And Franklin had no idea why he was saying that until he hit his head on a low beam. Like a good preacher who can make a sermon out of anything, the preacher said let this be a caution to you, not always to hold your head so high! Stoop your head as you go through this life and you will miss many hard thumps. Years later, Franklin told the preacher’s son that he never forgot those words. He said, ‘This advice thus beat into my head has frequently been of use to me and I often think of it when I see pride mortified and misfortunes brought upon people by carrying their heads to high.’

Stoop. The Bible says every knee will bow and every tongue will confess. There are no exceptions. The day will come when everyone of us will stoop before our Creator. The trick is to do it now. We have a saying at NCC, stay humble and stay hungry and there is nothing that God cannot do in you or through you.
What I’ve learned over the years is that God does what God does in spite of us more than because of us. Then if we could just learn to get out of the way. How do we do that? We stoop. We humble ourselves and we get out of the way of what God wants to do. 

That brings us to verse 11

11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.

Just as there are natural laws that govern the physical universe, there are spiritual laws that govern the kingdom. You cannot break them. They will make or break you. And this is one of them. For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. If you exalt yourself God will humble you because He loves you too much to leave you proud. If you humble yourself, I promise you God will exalt you. 

I had a little flashback this week to paragliding over the Sacred Valley in Peru. It was one of the scariest moments of my life. Have you ever ran off of a 14,000 foot cliff? Scary! When you run off, it feels like you are going to fall 14,000 feet but I tell you what will happen. You are going to catch an updraft. The wind is going to lift you up and it will take your breath away. If you humble yourself, there is an updraft coming your way. He will lift you up. He will lift you up in due time.

This week, Lora and Josiah and I went hiking. It was a beautiful day and we decided to take a swim. We were about half way across and I realized there was a current. I’m a pretty strong swimmer and I probably could have made it to the other side and back, but for the love of Mickey, our dog, who had jumped into the water and was dog paddling after us, I don’t think he was ready for the rapids downstream, so we came back and met him before he hit the current. Here’s what I’m getting at, this is so important. I want you to understand that there is a current and when you operate in a spirit of pride, you are swimming upstream against the current and you will never get where you want to go. But when you operate in a spirit of humility, you are swimming downstream with the current. He will lift you up in due time.

We say it all the time around here, let’s operate in the spirit of humility. 

We have an All-Star team at NCC. This week, I spent part of a day with our worship team, they are on a song-writing retreat. Many of the songs we sing were written by our team. They are do talented! Here’s what I love about them. It is not just the talent, it is the fact that they operate as humble servants. Let’s keep it real. We hire people with a skill set, but even more than that, we are looking for a mindset. Occasionally I will check the GPA of someone who is applying for a job, especially finance and admin. Skill set is good but mindset, I’m talking about Philippians 2:5-7
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature God,
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing
    by taking the very nature of a servant,
    being made in human likeness.

Here is the craziest thing about this parable. Jesus didn’t just tell it, He did it. He gave us his seat at the right hand of God and came and humbled Himself.
So when we are looking for somebody to join our team, we are looking for somebody who takes God seriously but doesn’t take themselves too seriously. Humor and humility are entomologically linked so I think part of being humble is the ability to laugh at yourself. 

Some of these are George Washington’s code of conduct. These are great.

In the presence of others, sing not to yourself with a humming noise nor drum with your finger or your feet. 

But like Franklin’s 13th virtue, this was Washington’s first rule.  Every action done in company with other people out to be with some sign of respect to those that are present.

I will translate that, honor everybody all the time. That is some good stuff.

The Bible says honor your father and your mother. It says honor your elders. It says honor the widows. Honor the marriage bed. And in case we left anything out, I Peter 2:17

Honor all people.

So here is the question this weekend. Who do you need to honor? It might be those who are closest to you or it might be the janitor that cleans your office. It might be the person who is the hardest to show honor to. But it is our code of conduct. We are a people who honor others. Brag about people behind their back and compliment them to their face.

One of the best definitions about humility is the one that CS Lewis coined, true humility isn’t thinking less of yourself, it is thinking of yourself less. 

Please here this, thinking of yourself as anything less than who you are in Christ is false humility. The Bible says that you are made in the image of God, that you are a child of God, which would make you crown prince or crown princess, you are more than a conqueror. You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you. And to believe that you are anything less than any of those things is false, false humility. That doesn’t mean we dismiss our sinfulness. All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. There is one category at all of our campus, sinners in need of a Savior. When you underestimate your sinfulness, you will undervalue the grace of God. That is not what we are talking about. 

So we live of this tension of who I am, a sinner in need of a Savior, and who I am in Christ, the apple of God’s eye. It is a tension and sometimes I feel more like one than the other but humility is thinking less of ourself, it is just thinking of yourself less. It is coming to terms with the fact that it is not about me. It is not about me. It. Is. Not. About. Me.

We have to stay humble and stay hungry. Let me take it one step further. Humility isn’t thinking less of yourself, it is thinking more of God. David said magnify the Lord with me. In other words, it is thinking of God more and more and it is thinking more and more of God. And what happens when we do that is God gets bigger and bigger. I love this little metaphor in Prince Caspian when Lucy encounters Aslan and they haven’t seen each other in over a year and Lucy says, ‘Aslan you are bigger,’ and Aslan says, ‘That’s because you are older, little one.’ And she says, ‘Not because you are?’ And he says, ‘Every year you grow, you will find me bigger and bigger.’ 

What happens is you begin to magnify the Lord as you humble yourself as you worship God and God gets bigger and bigger so that by the end of your life, He should be huge! 

This is critical, I really believe that worship may be the key to humility because it is interrupting our focus on ourselves and focusing ourselves on God. And it is not about singing three songs at a weekend service. It is about cultivating a life of worship that instinctively, you praise God and you thank God. When we do that, we are giving Jesus Christ the seat of honor. And when Jesus is in the seat of honor, you don’t need to take it because it is already occupied and it frees you up.

When you know where you stand with God, you don’t worry about where you sit. It doesn’t matter where you sit when you know where you stand with God. 

The more insecure a person is, the more they want to be in that seat of honor. But when we find our authority in Christ, we can be exactly who God wants us to be, a humble servant.

Who do you need to honor? Also, are you building altars to God or a monument to yourself? That comes from I Samuel 14:35. Are you building a monument to yourself or are you building an altar to God. I want to challenge you this week. Surrendering your life to Jesus Christ is dethroning yourself. It is unseating yourself in the place of honor and enthroning the Lord Jesus Christ. I challenge you to honor God, to put Him in the seat of honor in your heart and in your life.

Father help us to not just be hearers of the Word but to be doers of it. I pray that by your Holy Spirit we would see and face and we would know there is someone we need to honor this week in a spirit of humility. God I pray that we would be obedient in those moments. I pray that we would not think less of ourselves but that we would think or ourselves less and think of You more and more. Today Lord I rejoice in those who are enthroning the Lord Jesus Christ in their lives right there and right now as we sing this song together. In Jesus name, Amen. 
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