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{male voice}
A mission is a movement. It is a thing. It is a dream, a powerful display of love across a foreign sea or contained within a ring. My neighbor calls for hope, for help, for life, for something to believe because it cannot seem to be more than it seems to be, a reaching out, a helping hand, a grace-filled word, a heart to mend. A mission is a movement. To live among the poor, to be a better neighbor and a steward of my stuff. For every person that I see, two of five are in poverty, chained to the ground, like the girls in Thailand and Greece and even in our own streets that are filled with disgust and institutional lust and cry out for mercy and freedom for those who have been taken. A mission is a movement, to care for the sick and the wounded, to show them what Christ is about. For all of my neighbors who have been told they have AIDS, I’m called to be with them and stand in their grief. For the five percent of people that I see that live with HIV and I know it is higher than that, the situation is more dire than that. A mission is a movement, to know the Spirit and the God who is sending me out to speak peace in places of war, to forgiveness over radical blame, transformed through reconciliation, and lives that were mourned. A mission is a movement, a mandate to act, not passive, but bring up my skills and Creator who gave them. A mission is a movement of ordinary people empowered by God’s Spirit doing what Jesus did, together, wherever they are. A mission is a movement.

{Joel Schmidgall}
Matthew 28:18

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me, therefore, go and make disciples of all nations.

This is what we know as The Great Commission in the Scriptures. What strikes you is this word ‘go.’  It implies a number of different things. It implies getting out and moving. It implies getting busy and getting into action. But here’s the thing to notice about this, that it is not just about moving, it is about becoming a part of God’s movement.  We are called to get out and to get into action.  

Here’s what happens when we look at this Scripture, we are invited into God’s mission. So going is the vehicle to making. When we read this Scripture, we are immediately drawn to the single word ‘go’ but the fact is that is only a vehicle to get us over to this place of actually making. Therefore, go and make disciples. How could we make if we haven’t been made though? This is the beauty of the whole thing. It is not about me. It is not about you. It is not about us. It is about Him that is within us. Therefore, we can go and we can make, not because we have been made but because we can go on co-mission with the Maker, the Almighty Maker.

Now, when we look at this Scripture, here’s the thing, the key to this Scripture is not about the needs of the lost. It is about the authority of Jesus.  Just because He is our Maker doesn’t mean He is our Lord, because when He is our Lord, we are invited into his authority, his authority to speak as He speaks, his authority to move as He moves, his authority to act as He acts.  But we’ve gotten into this cute, comfortable little place of faith instead of taking the raw, intense devotion that Jesus gave to us.
Billy Graham was confronted by a pastor back in 1963 after a conference where he spoke. The pastor came up to him and said, ‘Listen, I believe that your movement has set the church back 100 years.’  And Billy Graham responded, ‘I want to apologize because my intent was not that it would set the church back 100 years, my intent was that it would set the church back 2,000 years!’  

What we are talking about today is not a new initiative.  It is not a one-time initiative. It is the original initiative that was laid out by Jesus. So when you take this verse, ‘go’ it can actually be translated as ‘as you are going.’  In other words, it is not about the singular achievement of going. It is about the ongoing pursuit of acting. But we’ve made it a singular endeavor. We’ve made it a program or we’ve contained it over here when that was not the purpose Jesus gave for this thing, when in reality, mission cannot be separated from fellowship with the Spirit.

Acts 1:8

For you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.

It doesn’t say go to Jerusalem.  I read it that way though. I interpret it that way because I want to know what I’m doing and where I’m going. But it is about who is within. It is about the Spirit of God within us. We can’t just go out with nothing. If we go on mission without the Spirit of God within us, it like Pepco showing up at your house after a hurricane without power tools.  You know what I mean? They show up and they can assess the situation, they can evaluate and they can tell you what is wrong, they can feel sorry with you, but they are powerless to bring any kind of restoration to that situation. We’ve got to go on mission with the Spirit within us. But we turn everything around. We want to go and we want to do and we want to act without understanding that the Spirit of God is the first place we have to rest, and then we are called into action. 
We see the Spirit of God and his evidence all over our lives. We see his evidence all over the Scriptures.  Go to Bethlehem and you see God with us. Go to Calvary and you see God for us. Go all the way to Pentecost, right after Acts 1:8 and you see God in us. Jesus said, in John 15:7, Abide in Me and my Word will abide in you.  We are not trying to make you act for a cause today.  Let me say that again. We are not trying to make you act for a cause today. We are trying to introduce you to the cause of your Maker.

Bill Johnson said it this way: It is not my duty to give a message, it is my duty to introduce you to the Messenger.

When the Spirit of the Lord comes and lives within here, it doesn’t just affect in here, it affects out here. It goes from heart to hands. It starts within and moves without.  

We’ve got a small group that meets over in Southeast D.C. and it is right in the neighborhood around our coming Dream Center. A couple of weeks ago, we were out doing some things to help out neighbors, mowing some lawns and different things, and we were on our way back and we past this abandoned house with about eight people loitering outside. So we stopped and struck up a conversation, saying we were just out helping folks and said if we can pray for you about anything, we would love to pray with you.  Let us know if we can pray about anything. So right then, this lady in the middle of the group pipes up and says, ‘This is perfect because there are three alcoholics here, this guy and this guy and this guy! They need to be praying right now!’  So we had some conversation and this one guy had had a brutal week. It was a bad week and he was telling us about it and so I just said, ‘Would it be ok if we have a prayer right now?’  So we did it, right there, an abandoned house, broad daylight, we gathered in a circle and were holding hands and I was even getting nervous because it looked like a séance or something! I was the one who asked for prayer and then I was like, I don’t know about it, then the guy said, ‘Normally, I would think this was really weird, but after this week, maybe this is exactly what I need.’  So we pray. He put down his drink and the lady put down her sandwich and we pray and I’m like, ‘Man! This is communion! Pick that bag up and pass it around!’  No, not really, we’ll celebrate communion after this.  We are not that Catholic here!  
The Spirit of God within us causes to act outside of us. Jesus is not saying to us to just go, He is calling us to act. We can go out with good intentions but it doesn’t matter if there is no divine intervention.  We have to move and this thing is worthless without the Spirit of God. That’s all we’ve got! All we have in the Holy Spirit. If we act, if we move, if we go without that, nothing that we accomplish is of any worth in the kingdom of God. We are called to live and move and act in his Spirit. And when we live in his power, then going becomes the vehicle to acting.

Within A18, we’ve tried to simplify it as much as we could. Act, A C T, Assist the poor, Care for the sick, Transform through reconciliation.  Instead of me trying to unpack this, we thought this would be a lot of fun if we got our Crosswalk Kids to try to unpack it for us.  Check out this video.

{video}

{Dave}
Turn with me to Luke Chapter 4, but first I want to say a quick hello to all of our guests at all our locations. I think you’ve chosen the right place at the right time because we are talking about our DNA as a church and we are talking about the heart of our heavenly Father. Some of you are walking in saying you have experienced everything the opposite of that. You’ve had negative experiences at a church. My prayer is that you would just come in with an open heart and an open mind, because I love this church. This may sting just a little bit but I think it is sometimes our vision of the ideal that prevents us from loving the real.  We can’t love ideal people. We are called to love real people. We can’t love an ideal church because there is no such thing. So this is not an ideal church, but this is a church that is going to get messy, that is on the move and that is going to be all about the transforming power of Jesus Christ.  Amen!

Pastor Joel was spot on when he said this is not about acting for a cause, but introducing you to the cause of our Maker.  I love that. 

It was just a couple of weeks ago, I get the opportunity to spend time with missionaries and I was sitting down with one of our missionaries who travels all around the world. She works with young girls, traffic victims, she is a counselor and specializes in trauma care.  She said something that just stopped me in my tracks.  She said, ‘The other day, I have heard some of the most grotesque disgusting, piss-you-off in the most God-centered way possible, some of the nastiest stories, but the other day I heard the worst story I’ve ever heard.  It happened within 10 miles of here.’  You don’t have to go to Thailand, you don’t have to go to Greece, it is right here. So if we are going to talk about the needs and talk about the global giants, the big problems, and God’s plan and our participation, I think one of the greatest needs of the 21st Century is to talk about and to release the pent up, latent, unused power of the ordinary Christ follower in the church and throughout the world.  
I want to be totally real, I think sometimes if the church is the body of Christ, sometimes we have amputated the hands and feet and all we are left with is one big loud mouth!  Have you ever been around somebody who can’t stop talking and talking and talking and you want to say, ‘Shut up!’  Nobody likes a loud mouth.  So my prayer for this series is that, Lord, would You just allow this community to just reattach the hands and feet of Christ so the whole church can love the whole gospel in a whole new way?

This is a really interesting statistic. The Barna Group, which evaluates and examines social and spiritual tends, came out with this interesting stat. It said that within a subsection of Christianity in the United States, about 20 million people are fed up and tired of and not going to play religious games. They are tired of Spirit-less, fruitless worship and ministry. And attached to that, it says that 91 percent of Christians that claim that they are born again believers contain a patchwork of theological views that rarely rely upon those views to inform their daily lives.  Some of those stats say something. I think it says that there is a disconnect between faith, between what God is doing in some people’s lives in practical, real-life teaching.  What happening is there is a widening disconnect and fragmentation with people. And I think it actually speaks to something deeper than that. It says that if the culture continues to go where it is goes, I think the church and its mission is being promoted as an important part of people’s lives but it is not being promoted as a way of life integrated into every sphere of every aspect of what we do.

So, how do we root ourselves into the cause of our Maker?  Well, there are certain things that we cannot do.  We cannot die on the cross for the redemption of our sins. Jesus does that. Jesus saves, so we can just go ahead and plan on not doing it.  But there are some things that Jesus does where He says, ‘I have given an example to you, as I have done this unto you, go and do likewise.’  So in Luke 4:16, Jesus is about to give his agenda. He is about to give his inaugural address. He is going to bring it. He has just come out of the wilderness after 40 days. He is full of the Spirit and this is exactly what He does. He gets into Nazareth and He says this. This is so critical when we are talking about the cause of our Maker.

Luke 4:16

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”
If we are to look at Jesus’ agenda while on earth, we see three fundamental, primal things and issues and problems that Jesus wants to deal with that pertain to today. Number one, poverty; number two, disease; three, He wants to address brokenness between ourselves and between one another and to God.  What is the antidote to these problems? A C T.  You are going to get sick and tired of this word by the end of this series. Assist the poor, care for the sick and transform through reconciliation.  Jesus assisted the poor.  In the very first sentence of the first paragraph of the first announcement of Jesus’ public address, He says, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.’  Does God have favorites? Yes, He does. He loves the poor.  In over 2,000 verses throughout the Scriptures, it says that when we help the poor, God is going to bless us.  When it says bless us, it means He is going to be with us through tragedy and triumph.  So God wants to bless the poor. He wants to assist the poor.
Number two, God wants to care for the sick. Jesus cared for the sick. It says that when He went throughout the villages, He preached, He taught and He healed. One-third of Jesus’ ministry was health care. It wasn’t just about getting people into heaven. He cared about their bodies and their minds and their souls, and about their spiritual and their social and their physical care.  
Number three, He transformed through reconciliation. Jesus started the church and it was all about promoting this idea of reconciliation.  When Jesus was asked what is the most important thing in the Bible, He answered in two sentences.  Be right with God and be right with people. Love God and love people. Be reconciled to God and be reconciled to your neighbor.  God has established this notion that we are going to be called and we are going to be reconcilers to this.

His mission, our mission is to address poverty by assisting the poor, address disease by caring for the sick and address brokenness by transforming through reconciliation.  Not part of the gospel, not just one aspect, but the whole, and the vision to act this year has been so powerful.

Hurricane Sandy got a little sassy on us, so we had to postpone our A18 Innovate, but do you know what A18 Innovate is?  A18 Innovate is people like David and Ann, who instead of raising their family and going on vacations all the time, which isn’t necessarily a bad thing, but they said, ‘We want to be on mission.’  So for the last 20 years, they have taken their kids to the same exact orphanage in South America assisting the poor and caring for the sick. You want to talk about a family living on a mission!  It is people like James and Victoria who, through being empowered by the Spirit, decided that God was telling them to purchase a property in Delaware and they are going to use it as a haven of reconciliation to help restore marriages. It is people like Pastor Josh out at Kingstowne who happens to be a pretty darn good football player. I think he played professional sports and for some reason, everybody wants him to be on their flag football team this year. He is using sports to reconcile youth to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. I could go on for 15 or 16 more people that are going to be speaking about this at our Innovate. I can talk about, this past couple of weeks, we have our in-services and we had 60 people show up this past Wednesday night. It was so cool, this just happened organically.  We have an Act Like Jesus small group for men and they decided to make meals. So they showed up and they made the most incredible meal. It made Ruth’s Chris look like McDonalds! It was unbelievable. And that is just being empowered by God’s Spirit. That is doing the work of God.

I can talk about the 15 mission trips we went on this past year, over 237 NCCers went abroad from Ethiopia working with street kids to Guatemala working with under-privileged youth.  I love our short term missions. But let me share something real quick about short term missions. Number one, we don’t go as saviors, we go as students. It is all about investing in the local church. It is a grass roots church to church strategy. Let me tell you why the church, it is the largest organization in the entire world, larger than any non-profit, larger than any multi-national company, larger than the United Nations, larger than any country. It has the most participation. 60,000 people are coming to know Jesus Christ every single day. Over 1,000 churches are being launched every week. And it has the highest motivation. So NCC connects with a local church through a missionary or it could be through a non-profit organization or directly with the church. And it happens in the craziest ways. Just a couple weeks ago, somebody on staff came to me and said, ‘I have a huge heart for this country in the Far East.’  I said, ‘Ok, why don’t you connect with some of our partners and see what happens.’  So she started contacting a few of the churches and got a hold of one of the pastors and emailed and told him that she was with a church that wanted to connect with them and bear witness to what God is doing in and through your church. And she got an email back a week later and the pastor said, ‘That’s really interesting, my daughter lives in Washington D.C. now and she goes to a church called National Community Church.’  These stories are happening all the time!  Where we are tapping into the move of God and what He is doing, so we are going to tap into the local church because we recognize that sometimes when you go on mission, you can hurt more than you can help.  I heard this great story, a pastor friend of mine told me they went to Africa one time to a village and went to the local pastor and said we want to serve you guys, we’ve got no motivation other than we love what God is doing through you guys so what can we do?  So the pastor went to some of the leaders in the community and they talked about it and they came back and said we would love for you to build us a soccer field and we need help training and raising up coaches. The pastor was like, are you kidding me? With epidemics of HIV and disease everywhere and this is what you want us to do?  Ok, we’ll do it, because you guys understand your community better, so they brought a bunch of soccer players from the U.S. and they started training up some coaches and the community started building this soccer field and you want to know what happened? The local pastor came about a year later and he said, ‘Our community had never come together before, now we are ready to start combatting some of these diseases because we can do it together now.’  That is working through the local church. This is helping more than hurting and that is what we are going to do. We are going to bear witness to what God is doing.
So last year, we did 15 trips. So go ahead and check out this booklet, you will notice it is more than 15 this year. We are going to be doing 25 mission trips abroad!  Wow! If you haven’t been abroad, talk to the over 600 people that have been on mission in the last three years through NCC and they can tell you about how incredibly powerful going overseas is and bearing witness to the move of God all around the world.

One quick example is this, our Egypt team this past year, 35 crazy NCC folks decided to go over to Egypt. Egypt is going through a revolution. 35 went over there and there were a couple of Egyptian students over here going to NCC and they connected us to a couple of churches on the ground there, so we connected into an evangelical church that is one block away from Tahrir Square.  It is a church of about 7,000 people. We don’t often hear much good stuff that goes on between Muslims and Christians and some of the conflicts but we got to stand there and the pastor began telling us this story that during the revolution, during the protest just a block away, they started praying and asking how they could make a difference. So what they did was they put together a 24/7 hospital and they started bringing people in whether they were Muslims or Christians and they started getting Muslim doctors and Christians coming together. Then all of a sudden, the Muslims come and say because of what you are doing here, this is so incredible, we want to allow you to worship in Tahrir Square. So the clerics created and protected a wall around the Christians and they came in and began chanting the Lord’s Prayer.  We got to bear witness to what God is doing around the world. 

So I want to encourage you, if you haven’t been on a trip, you need to get on one.  
A couple of other things that are really exciting. Go ahead and flip to the mid-term missions. We don’t want to just go over for a week, sometimes we want to challenge people to give a year. So on here are a couple of great opportunities for you to connect with some of our partners around the world. You can contact there. Also, Assemblies of God World Missions provides incredible opportunities for you to get overseas for one to two years, including Go Core, which is another great organization. Finally, I’m really excited about this, the last 16 years, NCC has faithfully invested in long term missionaries and we wanted you to see it so you can know who to pray for and so you can see who we are investing in and so you can see the regions. 
This is all about A18 and you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria and to the very ends of the earth.

{Joel}

We have this dream as a church that we could engage what has historically been known as the Samaria of D.C.  A number of months ago when I was talking about what our work was in Southeast D.C., a friend came up to me and shared a story about when he first came to D.C. And he talked about the tour guide who talked to him and said, ‘You will be fine as long as you don’t cross that bridge, as long as you don’t go over the river, whatever you do, do not go over that river and you will be safe.’  So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were given very clear instructions in the Old Testament and they along with everyone in the nation were told to either submit to the king or you walk over that bridge into the fire. Most of the people, like most of us, would walk toward safety. It is not natural to walk into the fire, but sometimes God doesn’t call you to walk to a safe place. Sometimes God calls you to walk towards a fire. Sometimes God calls us out from what we feel is a comfortable and a good and a safe place and He sends us directly where we don’t want to go. He is not calling you to save yourself. He is calling you to server your Savior.

Here’s what I’m trying to say. When everyone is running from something, that might be a sign that you are supposed to run toward that same something. 

In wards seven and eight, we see incredible statistics, in certain pockets, up to 43 percent of people on food stamps. We see up to 21 percent of people in unemployment. We see the highest rates in all of D.C. in teen pregnancy, of poverty, of unemployment. We see that the HIV and AIDS rates continue to go higher and higher. It is this place that might not be an ideal place to hang out but maybe it is the place that Jesus would be hanging out.

Martin Luther King got up in front of the Lincoln Memorial and he didn’t say, ‘I have a plan.’  He said, ‘I have a dream.’  And we have this dream as a church that maybe we can be part of God’s movement in one part of Southeast D.C., that maybe God has some grace to give and some hope to hand out. Maybe He has some transformation to be transferred and maybe we can be a part of reconciliation and peace and life change in one specific place. Maybe we can have this ministry center that doesn’t sleep. 

You got a hand out last week and again today that talks about our D.C. Dream Center and it shows you a layout of what is going to happen inside there. We are going to build a space that will be suited for art and theater for young people. You will see a dance studio on the second floor. There is space and opportunity for connection through sports on the third level. We have classroom space to teach life skills, money management and resume writing. I would love to see us do some GED work with folks. I dream about reaching out to those who are addiction, who have life addictions and controlling addictions and how we could be part of helping them out of those addictions. We need to help young mothers and we need to help orphans who have no one in their life. What if we had Ebenezers over in Southeast and we had a job creation program that fed into Ebenezers?

Here’s what I’m saying today. I’m saying that we have a plan, yes, but our plans are not as good as God’s purposes. Our plans are not as important as the dreams that God is birthing within us.

Here’s my invitation to you today – dream with us. Dream with us! Step into this dream to be a part of Jesus’ agenda in our city, in our nation, in our world!  Don’t just dream about what you can get in life. Dream about what you can give to others in life. That is another level. Matthew Barnett spoke prophetically into our church body last week, didn’t he? He said there are dreams within this church that have not yet been birthed. And he said, ‘When I dream for myself, it always ends in frustration or it ends in not happening, but when I dream for others, that’s when God’s Spirit shows up and begins to act.’ My prayer for the D.C. Dream Center is this – that God would begin to birth dreams, that He would begin to birth dreams in the giver and in the beneficiary and that the beneficiary would turn into the giver and the giver would turn into the beneficiary because that’s what happens when you step into God’s mission.  Then you have to fellowship with the Spirit and then fellowship with the Spirit turns into fellowship with your fellow man.
Here’s what happens, all the way back in the Old Testament in the beginning of Genesis, God comes and He takes some dust and He begins to form it and shape it but there still was no life in that dust until He took it up here and He breathed into that dust. When our dreams are our dreams, they are not going to happen. When our dreams are for others and for God’s purposes, God breathes into those things. And what happens? In John 10:10, He came so that we might have life and have it in abundance, have extra, have some to give away and share.

We need the empowerment of the Spirit within us so that we can act, ACT, Assist the poor, Care for the sick and Transform through reconciliation.

II Corinthians 5:18 says God has given us the task of reconciling people to Him. Most of us think that A18 is about the places we go. No, it is not. It is about the Spirit within going with us to the places we go. We go so that we can act.  There are weeks that I get up and I go out, but it doesn’t mean that I get up and go out and act for God’s purposes, and there is a difference. It is when I’m walking past that abandoned house with people in front of it and I decide to keep walking because I’m lazy or because I’m not aware or because I did a good thing somewhere else so I can feel good about myself and go about my day, but do you know that a good thing is not a God thing? Do you know that He does not demand our sacrifice, He demands our obedience? He calls us to obey his Spirit and his Spirit’s promptings within us. Do you know that there are miracles that have not existed because of our lack of obedience? There are moments of reconciliation that sit on the shelf because we have decided not to step into the calling of Christ. Jesus did not get up one day and look around at his disciples and say, ‘What should we do today?’  No, He stood up and said, ‘Let’s go, let’s do this! Let’s act for the purposes of God!’  We have been called according to his purposes within us and when we go out, we go empowered by the Spirit to act for the kingdom of God and for his purposes.

That’s all we are doing today, we are inviting you into his Spirit so that we can act for his kingdom.

If you have your A18 brochure, pull that out right now and we are going to take a couple of minutes here today to worship the Lord and we want to worship Him by responding in action. If you turn all the way to the last page, you’ll see a card that you can tear out. Take some time to pray and think upon what God is asking you, how He is asking you to act. You are not committing, you are exploring when you do this.  
You heard myself and Pastor Dave talking and share some of the visions and maybe when we were talking about short term missions, maybe God was speaking into you, you might need to go in here and sign up for one of these 25 trips. Maybe when we talked about short term missions, you realize you could give a year. Maybe thinking about your neighborhood and Second Saturday that happens this coming Saturday, maybe you need to act on that. Maybe the D.C. Dream Center has a hold of you and you need to respond today.  That other brochure has a card in there and you can make a one-time gift or you can make a one year pledge. Nina and I are so excited, we both prayed about it and we came back with the same number and we are excited about giving toward this. We just want you to listen to the Spirit of God because that is where all the success happens, when we enter into his Spirit.

Let’s worship Him through a response in action. Pray with me.

Lord, we come before You and we give You thanks for your Word. Thank You God for the inspiration that we are given when we open up the Word of God. We pray Father right now that You would enter into these bodies and into our hearts today God, that You would fill us with your Spirit. We ask that You would come and reside in us Lord Jesus and change us from the inside out. And as You do that, God, we know that there is only one response and that is to grow fruit and that is to act upon your Word. So pray that You would give us boldness to act in your Spirit. We pray these things in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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