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It is a great honor to be here tonight. I am very excited, especially on Pentecost weekend. I asked Pastor Mark if he was really sure he wanted to turn loose an old Pentecostal preacher on Pentecost weekend. And he said yes! So we are here tonight and everything that has transpired before this moment has just touched my heart. We love all of you here at NCC and we feel like we are part of your family. We’ve been on a journey with you for about a year now but we are about to get off. You will hear in the message about what God has done for us. It has been not only a double miracle that he wrote about in his book, but miracle after miracle after miracle that just keeps coming.
I want to talk to you tonight about the power of the Holy Spirit. I want us to really be thinking about this and I want you to be thinking in your heart about where you are with the Lord and if you could use some of that power in your daily walk with the Lord. 

It is one thing to be a Christian, it is one thing to be serving God, but there is another dimension in that Christian walk and we are going to talk about that tonight.
I want to talk to you out of several places in Acts. I want to read a couple of Scriptures and then pray that God will anoint what I have to say to you tonight. 

Acts 1:4

4 And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me; 5 for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority. 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Lord, we come to You in this service asking You for your presence, asking You for the presence of the Holy Spirit. Father, as we look into your Word, we are so grateful for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost. Bless us now as we take a few minutes to look back on that amazing time when the Holy Spirit was poured out without measure. When all is said and done Lord we give You the glory. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

I’m from a Pentecostal background and I can remember even in the last few years hearing someone older stand up in the church, and this is someone who would have read the King James Version of the Bible and their testimony would be this, ‘I’m saved, sanctified, filled with the Holy Ghost and with fire.’ That was their statement of faith. They were saved. They had come to know the Lord. They were sanctified. They had been set apart from the world and set apart unto God. They were baptized in an experience subsequent to salvation. And they were full of fire. Turn to your neighbor and ask them if they have any fire. Do you have any fire? 

The preacher in the Old Testament, it felt like fire shut up in his bones. We live in a time where we need some fire! I know I’m old but the thing that keeps me going is my walk with the Lord and being able to get on my knees and get in the presence of the Holy Spirit and feel that fire that drives everything I do. I want you to know tonight that if you will seek the Lord and ask Him for that power, that additional power, you don’t have to have it but I want you to know your life can be amazing and exciting with that power because you can do anything with the power of the Holy Spirit in your life. 

So when we look at the Word of God, in Matthew 3:11, it reads this way

I, John, indeed baptize you with water unto repentance but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

And Jesus said, in Luke 24:49

49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”
There is no power like the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the creation power that formed everything we know. It is the only life-giving force we know. Read all the way in the beginning in the first chapter of Genesis, the earth was without form and void and darkness was on the face of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the water. Then God said and the Spirit of God began to move. And that power is available to you and I today. We are going to look at it and see how God has poured it out down through history.
Jesus said in Luke 24:49

49 Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”
He told the disciples to go to Jerusalem and wait. In fact, his last command, reading in the first chapter of Acts, verses 8-9

8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; … and while they watched, He was taken up,
That was his last command. When people die, their last words or their last will and testament are very powerful. Famous and historical people down through the ages, people just hang on those last few words. But to think the last few words Jesus said when He was on earth was go wait for the power and if you’ll wait, it is the promise of the Father, I will pour it out on the disciples and everyone who asks for that power, I will give it to them.

How did the world even know what to do with these people that were filled with the power? Did you know the disciples, not long after Pentecost, people said, ‘Here comes some people that turned the world upside down.’  Have you ever been accused of that? That you had so much of the power of God in your life that you are turning everything upside down in your life? I don’t know about you but I want that kind of power in my life. I want that power in my life.
When you look back at all the great revivals, even in this country, the Great Awakening, it was said that Wesley and people like that, they would walk through places and people would collapse because the power of the Holy Spirit rested upon them. It is supernatural. It is from God. 

So Jesus told the disciples to go wait until the power comes. So they went into an upper room. My wife and I have had the great privilege of standing in what they think is the upper room. We were there with some other people from some other churches but we didn’t know anybody else and all of a sudden somebody screamed out my name and the name of a bishop with me, and it was people we didn’t know they would be coming to the Holy Land at that time but they were all Spirit-filled people and we had a time just talking about what happened in that room. It turned the world upside down. When you are filled with the power of God, numbers don’t matter. You can do anything! You can change where you work. You can change where you live.  You can change your family when you have that kind of power. And I’m asking God for that right now, a new Pentecost! A new outpouring of his Holy Spirit on us! Anybody here know what I’m talking about? We need that power in our lives! Give the Lord praise this morning!

I think Pastor Allen was talking about this just a minute ago, this Scripture - When the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all of one accord in one place. 

They waited, for ten days they waited. I don’t know if we would have had enough patience. If I had been Peter, I would have said it’s time to get back to the fishing business. Some of them may have given up. Luke says those all continue with one accord in prayer and supplication with the women. And Mary, the mother of Jesus, with his brothers, they were all there waiting. And when the Day of Pentecost finally came, they were all with one accord in one place.

When I came in earlier, I saw the praise team and everyone gathered around getting themselves ready for this service. And I heard them back in the hallway praying and preparing themselves for what this service is going to be. And that preparation, I believe, is going to bring the presence of the Holy Spirit into the sanctuary right now. At the close of this service, we are going to have prayer and I can already feel his presence. Do you feel the presence of the Lord? I feel the presence of the Lord. This old building has been a church for almost 50 years. In October of this year will be the 50th anniversary of The People’s Church in this location. 50 years the power of God has been falling in this building. Give the Lord some praise for that!

Suddenly there came a sound from heaven as a rushing, mighty wind and it filled with whole house where they were sitting and there appeared to them divided tongues as of fire and one sat upon each of them and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
Now there are many amazing, miraculous things that came out of the Day of Pentecost, but today we don’t have time to talk about all that. What I want to talk about today is that power. I believe that if God would pour out his Spirit again like He did on the Day of Pentecost, I believe that revival would sweep the land. And God is waiting for us to get into that place where we are ready to receive it. All you’ve got to do is wait. That’s what they did in that upper room. They waited in one accord for the Holy Spirit to come. 
The word ‘dunamus’ is where we get the word ‘dynamite.’  There are many different translations of that word but one translation is explosive power. When that came on the disciples, they were never the same. From that day on, they were so bold and had so much power in their walk that they couldn’t go anyplace without upsetting everything around them. People who were dead and dry in their religious worship suddenly were transformed but by being around these people who had this power of the Holy Spirit. People were healed. Blind eyes were opened. It was miracles. It was healing. It was transforming power and it is available to us if we want it. But you’ve got to want that power. It is not enough for me to stand here and talk about it. You have to experience it. I want you to know that once you experience that power, your life will never, ever, ever be the same. It is transforming power.
So, they were never the same. I was reading this Scripture in the fourth chapter, verse 29, not long after Pentecost, not long after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

See, you can’t really be living for God and have this power in your life without some kind of persecution or some kind of opposition. People that don’t know the Lord don’t enjoy what we believe and they don’t agree with what we believe. So you are going to be opposed and criticized. We may have to take stands that may cost us our jobs. We don’t know what lies ahead of us but I want you to know if you have the power of the Holy Spirit, this is what you will say. 
Now Lord, look at their threats and grant to your servants that with all boldness we may speak your word.

There is no way to win a battle better than using the Word of God. It doesn’t matter what the preacher says or a philosopher or theologian, there is nothing better, more powerful than the Word of God. He says that signs and wonders may be done through the name of your Holy Servant Jesus. 
And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and they spoke the Word of God with boldness.

I’d like to see that happen here! Let the chandeliers fall off the wall. Let the drapes fall off the walls. Let the shackles fall off of our hands and feet and our minds so that we can have faith enough to believe that God is a mighty God and He is able to do anything and everything through us when we become yielded vessels to Him. But we’ve got to have the power.

Let me get back on track. I’m reminded of Azusa Street. Anybody ever heard of Azusa Street? Down through the thousands of years, about 1900 years, there have been outpourings of the Holy Spirit on the church. But then the church would get lukewarm and the church would get formal and start to dry up and it would become just beautiful and just so organized. There is nothing more organized than a cemetery! There is nothing going on at the cemetery. But every time the church resembled the cemetery, God would pour out his Holy Spirit and a great revival would take place. And when God poured out his Holy Spirit, the power is so great, it would knock walls down, walls between different denominations, walls between everything you can imagine. So around 1906 to 1908, God, in answer to prayer, people had been praying for another Pentecost, they looked at each other and looked at what they were doing and they said this is all good but we need something more. What we need is another Pentecost. So they started praying and God sent another Pentecost and there was a holiness preacher, an African-American holiness preacher, William Seymour, who was blind in one eye but he could see great spiritual things. He suddenly discovered on his knees, along with some other people, as he was in prayer, he asked this question. He knew God poured this out on the day of Pentecost and He had poured it out over history, the Great Awakening, why can’t we have it if we want it every day? Why isn’t it for today? So they simply believed God to pour out the Holy Spirit and another Pentecost fell at Azusa Street! 
Now it was messy. The Holy Spirit can jump over all of our rules and regulations. You can’t always control what the Holy Spirit is going to do. You need to go back and read your pastor’s book on the Wild Goose! The Wild Goose, the Holy Spirit is powerful and the Holy Spirit is going to do what He wants to do.

David Duplessis who was called Mr. Pentecost and who did a lot of work even with the Catholic Church, I heard him speak one time and he was talking about all the different churches, Catholics and Methodists and Pentecost and all these, he said they are like a lot of ducks on a lake and have all these fences that fence us off in our own little doctrinal areas. But what happens, the Holy Spirit is like a great rain that comes and it starts to raise the water and so they get to a place where the water is so deep that it overcomes the top of the fences and then we can all get together and enjoy what God has for us. God is looking for a church, He is looking for a people to pour out his Holy Spirit for another Pentecost. I believe that! I have seen it in my lifetime. I know I’m old but I believe God is going to let me see it again. I believe I am going to see that power we saw in those old revivals where souls are saved, where people are delivered from habits and lifestyles, where people are healed and where miracles happen! I’m one of those old guys that still believe that God can do anything but fail! He is an amazing God! He can do anything and everything! But we have to believe that He can do it.

He poured it on at Azusa Street. But then I can remember back, there was another great outpouring back in the 50s and 60s. I want you to know it is the power of the Holy Spirit that brought The People’s Church into existence. It was the power of the Holy Spirit that brought National Community Church into existence. There wouldn’t be these two churches if not for the power of the Holy Spirit! There would be no power. But it was the power of God that brought them into existence. It was the power of God that called my father to found this church in October, 1962. He had pastored three churches, planted 2, here he was founding another one and he prayed and got down on his knees and fasted and prayed and God poured out of his Holy Spirit and brought The People’s Church into existence. And I want you to know that back in those days, with my own eyes, I saw miracles. I saw healing and people would come in here when this was a rough area, they would come in here with guns and swords, but when they came through those doors, they felt the presence of God! They dropped the guns. They dropped the swords. They would drop everything because the convicting power of the Holy Spirit was so powerful that they would fall under the power of God and ask the Lord to come into their hearts and God would save them and restore them and deliver them.

And I believe He is going to do it again! If you believe the Lord is able to do that, give the Lord some praise!

See, those believers of old and those preachers of old had a secret, and that secret was simply, after they got out of Bible school, after they got out of seminary, that secret is the power of the Holy Spirit. If you want to see chains broken and if you want to see lives change, you have to have that power. And I believe in God. 

At the close of this service, I’m going to ask us all to stand in a minute and we are going to ask God to start anew and afresh pouring out some new power on us. Listen, I’m going to show you some things God is doing for us. Most of you know the story, how NCC came alongside our church and God brought us together. Pastor Mark was fasting and praying. I was fasting and praying. God brought us together. And the very time that we signed the papers to sell The People’s Church to NCC, within just a couple days, we found a spot. Pastor Mark and I said it’s this amazing! And we asked God for 5,000 square feet and we went and marched around it. We would go out there every week and march around this place seven times. Every Saturday, we would get out there and walk around it. And we battled everyone in this area who didn’t want a church going in there and we were down to one person and if this one person would say ok, he kept saying no and no, and finally on the day we thought he would say yes, he said no. Do you ever get news like that? Do you ever question? But he said no, you can never put a church in there. That was on a Wednesday. That night, we met over in another little church to help a friend of ours. Reverend Smallwood said, ‘I just came past a church. I know you’ve been marching around there  and it looks like we can’t get it but I found another place.’ And we were so geared up and had our minds on that 5,000 square feet, but God said no and this is what He had for us. NCC is part of this. We went and looked at this church. I had all these great ideas. Then we find a traditional church. It is 5,000 square feet on the bottom and 5,000 square feet on the top floor. It has old fashioned pews, 120 year old pews. It seats a little over 300 people. And they wanted 2.6 million dollars for it. The property was appraised just a few years ago at over 6 million dollars. It had 124 parking places, you know how hard parking is. I was thinking 2.6 million was too much money. The man said no, that’s just part of it. The rest of it is all this property, a 39,000 square foot gym and school, an 11,000 square foot basketball gymnasium, a 6 acre soccer field. So what God was saying, this is where I’m talking about power, we were wanting 5,000 square feet and God says, ‘I’m going to give you a half a million square feet!’ God is amazing! He is amazing! He just wants us to believe and to have faith. 

It is my heart tonight that you would get to that place in your life where you say, ‘Lord, I need a new filling, I need to be topped off, for I am empty and I need the Holy Spirit in my life.’
I keep thinking about the early church, that 120, how did they turn the world upside down? They did it with the power of the Holy Spirit! Will you stand?
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