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[Mark]

This weekend has been circled on my calendar for a long time. I’ve been doing this for a long time and I don’t know that there’s a weekend that I’ve anticipated as much as this one. It was probably six months ago that I mentioned to Dick Foth, our friend and my mentor, I said, “Man, there is this guy, Bob Goff, and I would love to have him come to speak at NCC but I don’t know how to get a hold of him. How do you get a hold of someone like that?” And of course Dick, said, “I know him.”  I think Dick knows everybody! One thing led to another at the National Prayer Breakfast, Bob and I had the opportunity to meet for the first time. I said, “Would you be willing to come and speak at National Community Church sometime?” And I thought he would say let me think about it, but he said, “Sure!” So here we are! Let me just say it this way, if Bob Goff said follow me, I’d go. You know I've read thousands of books and it takes something to get my attention anymore but Love Does by Bob Goff, I just finished it and from cover to cover, it is one of the most enjoyable books I’ve ever read, but more than that, it challenged me to live life, to just live my life to follow Jesus and see what happens. Bob is the founder and CEO of Restore International. Without further ado, would you give Bob Goff a huge NCC welcome as he comes to share with us? 
[Bob]

Thank you! Thank you! It is great being here! I turned into a huge goose bump during worship. I felt like I could just come up and say Amen and could we just keep doing that? And we will! That’s the cool part, because we are the bride of Christ. Sometimes we don’t feel like the bride of Christ but we are looking good. Have you ever gone to a wedding and said 7.5? No! Because it’s that anticipation and Jesus is nuts about you! So that’s the message tonight. He is nuts about us! He is nuts about you, not the fake version of you. 
I used to have a house over here on A Street and I would walk around and get into mischief here on Capitol Hill. We had all these kids in tow. Have you been down to the wax museum? It’s awesome! If you are really bored, go there! I had this long Senator-looking coat and I had my best clip-on tie on and we were down below and I said to the kids, “Watch this!” And we were with everybody and I just struck up a pose. They said, “Dad, you are a lunatic!” These two little old ladies came around the corner and I couldn’t jump out and say Boo because they would have a stroke, so they walked up to me and I’m holding this pose and then they pulled my whiskers! They said, “It looks so really!”  I just took it! And you know what I realized about myself? I’m a poser. I’m a really good poser! And some of you are too. And do you know that stuff that makes us posers? The stuff that makes us posers is fear in not being who we were made to be! It’s stuff you are afraid of so it makes you pose. We are supposed to be serving the God of the universe and that’s who we run around telling everybody that we operate under but we are really afraid, and so it makes us posers. I want to say, let’s stop being posers! And I’m a poser I’m talking to! This is like intervention. What if we do this? Everybody has a different phobia. Some people are afraid of snakes or mice or whatever, I’m afraid of balloons popping! We have this New Year’s Day Parade every year for 17 years, we have a street that is 8 houses long. So 18 years ago, we all line up at the end and we said everybody had to be in it and nobody could watch. Isn’t that great! So all five of us lined up and we put helium balloons everywhere and we walked to the end. That was it. Year two, 50 people showed up. Year three, 150 people. Now there are hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of people who show up for this thing! A fire truck and dudes with bagpipes! We don’t organize this. They just show up! This year, the bagpipe guys didn’t show up so I bought a bagpipe. How hard can it be? But anyway, we get up at 4:00 in the morning and start blowing up helium balloons. When you go big on helium balloons, what happens? Pop! I hate that sound! Popping a balloon isn’t going to do much but I feel like, because I’m a poser and I’m afraid of stuff and I let fear turn me into a poser, I start doing life like a wimpy version. But somebody went big and they were doing exactly as they were supposed to do, and don’t you want your faith to be that way? When we say we follow the God of the universe, don’t you want your faith to be like that?
If there was a problem I had, I’m a lawyer, so I memorize stuff. I’m awesome at memorizing things. My shoes might be on the wrong feet, but I could take a bar exam Thursday and pass it. I realize this thing about Jesus, I was following Him and was memorizing all the stuff about Him. I knew his mom’s name and his half-brother and they had this wedding and I knew where it was and there was this lake nearby and I realized that I was memorizing Jesus but we hadn’t done anything together. I just knew all these facts because that’s what lawyers do. But you know who else does that? Stalkers! They do! Wouldn’t that be creepy if I knew your uncle’s name? Or if I said, “How was that wedding on Saturday?” There are things called restraining orders! So I realized after a little while that I was stalking Jesus! I was memorizing all this stuff and I think I was creeping both of us out! Jesus was saying to me, ‘Bob, who are you? Who did I make you to be?’ The two things that will make us posers is being afraid and not being who we were made to be. Wouldn’t you agree that there is this God-given stuff that you are awesome at! And there is other stuff you stink at. And I think Jesus, the God of the universe, is saying, ‘I didn’t make someone kinda like you, I made exactly like you and I want you to go be you.’  So, for me, I said, I’m a lawyer, why don’t I just go do law stuff. That makes sense.

One of our queens, we have a queen for the parade every year, and all year long, we call the queen Your Majesty when we see her at the grocery store or wherever. So, we’ve got 18 of them. About 15 years ago, we sold the house and we moved across the street because I was too cheap to get a moving van, so we moved across the street. It was when you could actually sell a house, so we weren’t interviewing buyers, we were interviewing neighbors. Along came Carol, and Carol is this widow and she is about 60 and we picked her like that. Through all these years, I’ve called her a bunch and checked in on her and see how she is doing. This year I called her and asked how she was doing and she said, “I just got back from the doctor and Bob, I have cancer.” And I told her I was never going to call her on the phone again! So I went to Radio Shack and got us walkie talkies and we put one of her bed stand and we put one of my bed stand, and for this whole year, we’ve been talking on the walkie talkies. It’s been terrific!  Nobody was home alone. It was like we were in a tree fort and we were both being who we were supposed to be. When we are not afraid anymore, stuff starts happening. You just start doing stuff.  It just happens! 
I got a call two weeks ago from Carol, it was in the morning, which was weird. She said, “I just got back from the doctor and I don’t’ have cancer anymore!” Isn’t that great! But here’s the deal, the walkie talkies didn’t fix her.  She just wasn’t afraid anymore. And if we, as followers of Jesus, aren’t afraid anymore and we stop doing this and we start doing who we are meant to be, that’s why Jesus spent a lot of time with his friends saying these three words, “Be not afraid!”
There’s one in Matthew, this is where He comes across the lake, take courage, it is I, be not afraid.  How about in Joshua, He said you are taking over for Moses and He said haven’t I commanded you to be strong and of good courage, be not afraid.  How about Jeremiah? Jeremiah, you are the guy! Be not afraid of you. I am with you and I will rescue you. And how about going into every single battle starting in Genesis? After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, be not afraid! I am your shield! I am your reward!
When we are living unto who God really made us to be, people around us aren’t afraid anymore and they see Jesus because of it. We are not posers, people would see right through that. You do and I do and all the rest of the world does. So Jesus comes along and blows that out.

We needed some office space and there is a mosque near our house, so I asked them if we could share office space. He is still thinking about it. He doesn’t get it! I asked him to tell me about a time when he was most afraid. He said, “Actually it was 9/12, because on 9/11 one of the pilots that piloted the plane went to our mosque. So that afternoon, there were FBI and all kinds of people in the mosque and we didn’t know what to do and we were scared. Then all these cars started pulling into our parking lot, a ton of cars we’ve never seen before. Then all these people get out of the car and start walking toward us. Then these people circled the mosque and then they hold hands and then they start singing praise songs. These were Christians and they said these are our friends and there is no reason to be afraid, we won’t let anybody touch you.”  Isn’t that evidence of Jesus? 
Acts 1:1, I love it, Theophilus looked for many convincing proofs that Jesus is alive. Think about it. For me, as a lawyer, it feels destined for fingerprints. Isn’t that evidence of Jesus? When the body of Christ is not afraid anymore and we start leaking Jesus to everyone. It is not contrived or on Wednesday nights or Sunday mornings. I’ve got a Jeep that leaks every week. If you want to know where I’ve been, follow the oil! I’m no mechanic but I get it. I know where that Jeep has been and I think the world wants us to be that way. But we are not going to leak if we are really afraid. We are not going to leak if we are posing. We are not going to leak if we don’t live into who we really are.

Can you experiment with me? Can you get your right leg up? Do this. Go clockwise with your right foot. Then with your right hand, reach out and draw the number six. Here’s the deal, we recognize that God gave us a wiring harness to be exactly who we were, exactly what we are supposed to do here on earth and we start living into, all this inexplicable stuff starts happening.

So, I’m a lawyer and I end up in Uganda.  The average age of Uganda at the time we arrived about nine years ago is 15 years old. It is a nation of children. I thought, be not afraid. So we just started doing stuff almost like we were invited. You know how there is a White House here and they have an Easter Egg Hunt every year, we’ve gone five times. We’ve never been invited, we just go! When the kids were really young, we’d just stand on the other side of the gate looking at everybody in their dresses and we would hide Easter eggs on this side of the gate. We’d dress up and everything. But that whole idea, people who follow Jesus start acting differently. We act like we are invited, because we are! That’s the deal! So I end up in Uganda and I saw these kids. These kids get thrown in jail. Like if I don’t want your brother hanging out with my daughter, I just accuse him of defilement. He gets taken to jail and three years later, he is still sitting in that jail. One cell, 18 kids and a plastic bucket in the back and they get out for one hour a day. The never step foot in a courtroom. So I asked a judge, ‘Can I just start trying cases?’ He said, ‘Yes.’  That’s evidence of Jesus! So I started trying cases! I bought the entire Uganda law library, both books! We started trying cases as if we were invited, because you know what? We are followers of Jesus so we are invited! And after the first hundred cases, these 18, 30 over there, and 20 over there, we dropped off 98 out of 100 kids at home with all the charges resolved! Is that evidence of Jesus? We are not afraid anymore! So we started a school. I told all these people in northern Uganda that we were starting a school. There weren’t any schools there and they said you’ve got to do this and this and this first, and I’m like, ‘Sue me! We’re starting a school!’  So we just did it. And on the first day of class, we told 500,000 kids that had no education that it’s free! Come! We had nine kids. But we were too busy chest-bumping each other to be bummed. We were like, ‘We’ve got a school!’  We were not afraid anymore! That starts metastasizing in this wonderful way.
Did you ever had a buddy when you were growing up and you’d play practical jokes on each other? I had one, his name was Doug. He wasn’t any good at it and I was always way better. He made the mistake of telling me where he was spending his 15 year anniversary! He had this penthouse suite in this hotel, so I took Maria and we checked in as them! We went into the elevator and up to the room and we called room service and ordered lobster! I didn’t even know what the dessert was but it was on fire so we had two! Then we tidied up and we split. And the whole idea was that he would check in and have this great night and when he left, he got this $400 bill! So he’s been trying to get me back for years but he can’t because I’m a lawyer! So I get a call from this guy with a really heavy Uganda accent and he said, ‘This is the Ambassador and I know of the school that you’ve done and the jail, and I’d like to know if you’ll be Counsel for the Republic of Uganda?’  So, I cover the phone and tell Maria, ‘It’s Doug and he says he is the Ambassador and he wants me to be their lawyer! I’ll say yes.’  So I said, ‘I’d love to be your Counsel.’  He said, ‘I’m leaving for two months, I’ll call you when I get back.’  So two months go by and the phone rings and it’s Doug again and he says, ‘This is the Ambassador and you need to meet me in New York on Saturday.’ So I said, ‘Yes.’  So I’m getting off the plane and I thought there would be a sign that said Gotcha, but there wasn’t. There were all these members of Uganda’s Cabinet! I felt like screaming! This really jolly guy comes running up to me and he says, ‘I’m the Ambassador!’  And he introduces me as the new Counsel for Uganda! So I’m in! It goes through Uganda’s Parliament and it gets approved! You get some flags for your car and some awesome license plates! I can park anywhere! You know the best part about this whole thing? I have diplomatic immunity! I could kill you! But is that evidence of Jesus! Unlikely things start happening when we are not afraid anymore, when we decide to go big! Instead of this little tiny thing, just see with anticipation because you are a kid of a king.

He keeps saying to us over and over, to Jeremiah, to Joshua, to scared guys in a boat – be not afraid. 

So now, enter a little kid. Let’s say this little kid’s name was Charlie. There is an absence of law in Uganda preventing trafficking in people, which is nuts! There is no law in Uganda that says you can’t do that. So enter one of the original guys from this church, John Ashcroft. I call him up and tell him we’ve just tried 200 cases where no judge has gone in 20 years, and instead of talking about us, let’s talk about them. I’ve invited every judge in the country and the president. Will you come along? And inexplicably, he said yes. So he and Dick Foth get on the plane and we go to Uganda. There is this UN resolution that has been assigned but never ratified by Uganda, so everybody stands up and the president says we’ll ratify it. So then they do! And they make Uganda’s first law ever against trafficking in people and body parts.

Now enter this little kid named Charlie. Charlie is walking near the border of Congo. And he gets abducted by a witch doctor. The belief in a lot of eastern Africa is that he head or blood or private parts of a little boy have power and if you put this in the foundation of your building or do a sacrifice with it, good things will happen. Isn’t that crazy! But 863 kids went missing to witch doctors last year. But nobody had ever tried a case against a witch doctor because you can’t get a judge to do it! They think they will do this jedi thing and turn you into a frog or something. They think they have all the power. So this little boy named Charlie gets abducted by this guy. He is the scariest man I’ve ever met. He is the most evil person I’ve ever met. He takes Charlie and attempts this human sacrifice. He takes the private parts away with a machete and he leaves him to die. But guess what? Charlie doesn’t die! Evidence of Jesus! Finally we had a victim and we had a bad guy, so I went to the Chief Justice and I ask if we could try that case. And inexplicably he said yes, if you can find a judge. So we started looking for a judge and we found one. This judge said he would take the case and that night, every witch doctor in the region descends on his house. He got three guys to surround his house with machine guns but they were still there. Because when we aren’t afraid anymore, we confront evil. People are going to get bent out of shape. But tough! So we try this case and this little kid Charlie stands up in court and says, “That is the man who tried to kill me.”  Here’s the conviction, the first conviction in Uganda’s history against a witch doctor. And you know the message it sent? You don’t have to be afraid of them anymore. Everybody was thinking the witch doctors had all the power but they don’t. Let me introduce you to Charlie. I don’t know what it is going to be like when we meet Jesus, I hope He just touches us on the nose. I can almost hear the whisper before I get to meet Him face to face, that He would say between now and then, ‘Be not afraid.’ I know He is whispering that to Charlie.

So, there is a doctor trying to learn how to fly a seaplane up in the Pacific Northwest. The person teaching him how to fly the seaplane knows all about Charlie. Do you know the beaver seaplanes that take off and land on the water? They are awesome! I’ve got one! So, he was trying to learn how to fly it. He lands the plane and he calls me and says, ‘My name is Randy and I’ve heard all about this little boy and what happened and Bob, I can fix him.’  I said, ‘You didn’t hear what got cut off, you can’t fix that.’  He said, ‘I’m the Chief of Surgery at Cedar Medical Center and I can fix him!’  So I jump in my car and drive up to LA and he starts graphing it out on a piece of paper. Way too much information! I said, ‘What will this cost?’  He said, ‘It would be staggering but don’t worry about it, we’ll do it for nothing and we’ll figure out the hospital part.’  150 days ago, Cedar writes a check for $50,000! That’s evidence of Jesus! We go over to Uganda and pick up Charlie and bring him back. We stop in London on the way back and he was so cute, he had never seen a plane, and when we stopped in London, he said, ‘Can we walk the rest of the way?’  So I was checking my email and there was an email in the Inbox that said White House. I thought it was Doug because all it said was we’d like to meet Charlie. I kid you not, this kid was standing in a bush in Congo two days before is now standing in the Oval Office! Is that evidence of Jesus! It is! When we are not afraid anymore, these ripples start going out because Jesus is touching you on the nose and saying go do who you are! And not a little bit, go big! Go be who you were meant to be! 
So we leave there and do a quick fly-by of Disney Land and we take him to the hospital and he is ready to be wheeled into the operating room and I give Charlie a little kiss on the head and I whispered into his ear and I said, “Be not afraid.” Then I went over to Randy and I whispered to Randy, “Go big!”  And he did! Is that evidence of Jesus! When we start doing what we are meant to do, all these inexplicable things happen! Do you know why Jesus always uses the unlikely people? So we won’t boast! Remember that deal in I Corinthians 1:25-26? It says not because you are wise, not because you are noble, not all that jazz, I’m going to use all the unlikely so that no one will boast, but if we boast, we boast about the Lord!

Isn’t that the God we want to serve? As we are not afraid anymore and we live into who it is He wants us to be, all this really unlikely stuff happens. But let me ask you this, what about [?]? My world is there are the good kids like Charlie and you guys, and then there are bad guys who have done horrible, horrible things. So I went to court to become Charlie’s legal guardian, his dad. The court hearing was delayed a little bit and I had this idea that only comes from a Holy Spirit kind of thing. I called the warden. Uganda’s maximum security prison is the scariest place on earth. It was built in 1920. It is windowless and it had one metal door to get in. It was built for 300 death-row guys, there are 3,000 men in this dark place and nobody leaves. You die in there. So I walked in not knowing how this would go. I figured it might not go very well but I he comes in and takes a knee and started talking about how bad he felt about what he had done to Charlie. I was skeptical, wondering if he just felt bad because he got caught. But then he started talking about where witchcraft had taken him his whole life. Then, his words not mine, he said, ‘Do you know what I really need? I’m going to die in this place. What I really need is forgiveness.’  I felt like I was talking to a criminal hanging on a cross next to Jesus, the one who gets paradise. And I didn’t want him to go because he hurt my friend but thank God we serve a God that is that big, that my ability to get forgiveness doesn’t limit his ability to give it! Isn’t that the God we want to follow! Don’t we want to start being not afraid like that? How big is Charlie’s God? He is huge!  Just ask Charlie! And He is huge to forgive the criminal.  I visited him a couple weeks ago and asked him how his faith was coming along and if he had met other people in the prison that they could read their Bibles with, and he said yes and he said that although he was going to spend his life there, what he really wanted to do was let everybody else know. I turned to the warden and asked if we could do that, present the gospel, has anybody ever done that? What if we present it? And inexplicably, the warden said yes! When we start doing and start living into what it is and who it is that Jesus made us to be, not just the safe version, not the little balloon, when we go big with our faith, all this stuff starts happening! We start seeing evidence and fingerprints of Jesus everywhere. Then let these words continue to thunder in your subconscienceness, be not afraid!  That’s what all of heaven is leaning over the railing saying that to us right now, be not afraid.  If you are afraid of losing the job you have, be not afraid. Some of you might even be more afraid of keeping it, be not afraid. Do you know what I do every single Thursday? I quit something.  You know, they have TV shows about hoarders that have all this junk in their life and they can’t even maneuver through their living rooms. So I just offload something every Thursday. I gave notice on my office two Thursdays ago. Isn’t that nuts! I like my office. The landlord called and asked why I gave notice and I said, ‘Because it’s Thursday!’  You can quit cussing if you want but go higher up the tree and say what about my pride or what about a bad relationship, quit, it’s Thursday. It sucks all the drama out of the room. I have a law firm. I kid you not, I blow it up every single year. We have a two page partnership agreement that says it is my law firm and it is all over December 31.  If you guys do that because you are not afraid anymore, it’s not Fear Factor and eating worms, just take something in your life that is hanging you up, this isn’t self-improvement, it is knowing and trusting Jesus and saying I trust You with that, I’ll quit. If you are in something you should not be doing, stop it! Just stop it! If somebody says why, say, it’s Thursday!
We are followers of Jesus and we’ve got a gigantic God. 

Let me leave you with this last thing. If this wasn’t a church service, instead all of your family members, these people who love you so much had sent you here and this was an intervention, and I’ve got this word for you, ‘You’re the one.’  What does that mean? You are the one. What would you do next? What would you quit? What would you stop being afraid of? Then let these Scriptures wash over you. Let it avalanche on all the stuff that scares you. Charlie is not afraid anymore! I’m not afraid anymore and you shouldn’t be afraid anymore because we serve a huge God!

Be not afraid! God bless you!
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