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 You have no idea how much I’ve missed you the last two weeks! It’s so hard to be away from my family when I’m traveling and I feel the same way about my church family. Last weekend, I was on the road and two weeks ago, our entire family was in Ethiopia and you’ll hear more about that. It’s wonderful to be back. I want to second what all the campus pastors have said, the ‘Voices’ series is going to be incredible, and if you miss next week, all I’m going to say is that you are going to miss it. Bob Golf is a prophetic voice in a very unique package and you need to invite a friend. 
Ok, turn to Matthew 17 as we conclude the ‘If’ series. I want to talk about the power of a seed this weekend. Last year, I went out to Half Dome to hike it with a group of guys. My son Parker was with me. On our way back, we visited a redwood forest filled with these giant sequoia trees and to say that they are awesome would be an understatement. Just to put it into perspective, I think I have a couple pictures.  That’s a giant sequoia. My wing span is about six and a half feet. I think there is one other picture, that’s Parker! You could drive a truck through that thing. That’s a giant sequoia.  Now, redwoods have the potential to measure 22 feet wide, 367 feet tall! That’s a 36 story skyscraper. The root system goes down about thirteen feet and this is cool, beneath the surface, that root system grows out to about an 80 foot radius. They can live up to 2,000 years and has the ability to recycle and regenerate in ways that I don’t have time to talk about. It is resistant to disease and insect damage and fire. These built-in features make it almost indestructible.  Here’s the amazing thing, this is where we should gasp, the sequoia was once a seed! This is the more amazing thing – that seed or cone was no bigger than the seed that produced the tomato in your garden. And for those of you in a more urban location, a garden is a plot of ground where plants are planted and grown! That is the power of a seed. And I don’t think I even appreciated it, this unique dimension of God’s creation until this week. I was out on the west step of the Capitol reading Genesis 1.  It was the Bible read-a-thon! 90 hours of reading from Genesis to Revelation and our friends, Michael and Terri Hall, the pastors of The People’s Church, have lead that Bible reading for many years. So they asked if I would come out for the opening. I didn’t know I was going to get to read. I got to read Genesis 1, reading it over the National Mall. I love Genesis 1. Let there be light! And there are stars and planets and galaxies bursting into existence. I think the whole land and sky deal was a great idea! But we take it for granted. And the birds of the air and fishes of the sea, this explosion of creativity and beauty and power, but I never really noticed it until Friday. How many times seeds are referenced in Genesis 1? It may be the most amazing example of God’s prolific creativity, the simple seed.
Verse 11

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so.

And we just keep reading. C’mon! If you didn’t know everything that existed and you just saw a seed, you would have no idea what it would become, what it could become. But if you didn’t know, and you just saw a sequoia seed and then 2,000 years later you saw this thing, you’d be like, ‘that came from that?’ You would be astounded! And that’s just one kind of seed. 
Then it says

29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.

Thank you! When was the last time you thanked God for a simple seed? I think it is one of God’s most amazing idea, one of his most amazing creations. And that’s what I want to talk about this weekend, the power of a single seed.
Matthew 17:14, we are going to put it in context before we get to the statement that some of you are going to be familiar with. I want to make sure there is a little background. Verse 14

14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 15 “Lord, have mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him.”
17 “You unbelieving and perverse generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 
Now I’m going to be honest, I’m not sure about the tone right here! But it’s Jesus, so I’ve learned than when I feel like maybe He is being a little bit too harsh, maybe there is something I don’t fully understand that is provoking this response. So here’s the context, the minute the hearers of this phrase ‘unbelieving and preserve generation,’ the minute it hit their auditory cortex, it immediately triggered Deuteronomy 32. That’s the generation that failed to enter the Promised Land and God called them a wicked and perverse generation. So they would have thought of that generation, the generation that probably was the greatest failure of any generation in the history of Israel.  Why would I say that? I say that because this is the generation that saw the power of God more than any other generation. Signs and wonders and miracles to get them out of 400 years of slavery and they walk out of Egypt, you would think they wouldn’t be walking, you’d think they would be levitating out of Egypt! Their faith had to be on fire. Then they get into the wilderness and God says, ‘I’m just going to do a miracle, I’m going to let you eat a miracle, manna, every day, daily miracle, every single day, God revealing his miraculous provision, his miraculous power. Then if that’s not enough, the Egyptian army changes their mind and comes after them and God says, ‘I’m going to open up the Red Sea,’ and they walked through on dry ground. You tell me, how could that generation not believe! How could they not have the faith to enter the Promised Land? Yet, that’s the generation that said, ‘There are giants in that land and we look like grasshoppers.’  See, the failure was this – when God does a miracle, with it comes a certain faith responsibility. It’s almost like ‘to whom much is given, much is required.’ When God does a miracle, it falls upon us to believe God for bigger and better miracles. That’s why God does them, to grow our faith so we can believe Him even more. But this generation failed. Let’s be honest, I think it took a greater miracle and more faith to get them out of Egypt than it would have taken to get them into the Promised Land. But they didn’t have the faith. They couldn’t believe God for the next miracle.

So Jesus says this and it triggers these memories. But why would He say this? Because at this point, the disciples should have been able to cast out a demon. They had been with Jesus for years! They should have had the faith. They’ve seen all these miracles and yet they lacked the faith to do what, in gospel terms, would be a relatively simple miraculous procedure, cast out a demon! 
You know that I believe my job is to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. I think afflicting the comfortable is what Jesus is doing here. I think what He is saying is you have so much more potential than this. You could do so much more, yet you lack the faith to do it. I know so many people who have been following Jesus for 25 years but they don’t have 25 years of experience. They have 1 year of experience repeated 25 times.  See, what we need is someone who loves us enough, loves us like Jesus to get in our face and rebuke us and challenge us to grow in faith, to enter in a little bit further into worship, to say you sacrifice but maybe there is more. You’ve taken risks but maybe there is more. You’ve prayed but maybe there is more. Maybe we are just beginning. See, I love this about Jesus. He is not going to let them stay the way they are, so there is a little rebuke right here. 
How many of you like rebuke right in that precise moment when you are getting it? You don’t. You want to rebuke the rebuke! Who do you respect at the end of your life? Someone who believes in your enough and loves you enough and sees your potential and says you can be more and you can do more. 

Verse 18
18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed at that moment.
19 Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?”
Have you ever wondered why God does something for other people but not for me? Or why does this happen here and not here? Why couldn’t I do it? Why don’t I see miracles the way I hear about some of the miracles that I hear about from other people? That question was running through my mind two weeks ago. I had a long talk with Pastor Zeb who pastors Beza International Church, although we like to call it NCC East and we are Beza West. We helped start that church seven years ago and I was there to preach their Ethiopian Easter two weeks ago. We were talking about what’s happening. They are touching thousands of lives but he told me that he has seen some healing lately.  He said that one person in particular, a friend of his who seems to have an anointing for healing, now I don’t know if I have time to do a 360 around this but I think different people have different anointing for different things. I can’t fully explain that but I think about my own life and this church life and I don’t’ know what else to call this but we seem to have a property anointing. Every property we own, we should not own it, we shouldn’t have the money to buy it, other people have offered more money, all of them are miracles. It seems like we believe God for those kinds of miracles and God does them.  So different people have different anointings for different things, so he is telling me about this guy and he was in a service and he saw this. A man came up, and when you drive the streets of Ethiopia, you see tremendous deformity, physical deformity, because there isn’t the same medical care or surgery to fix things that happen. He said a guy walked into the service with no fingers, just stubs on the ends of his hands. And this guy prayed for him, and now, here may be the first thing, how many of us would just offer condolences as opposed to praying for him, but this guy prays him and turns around and walks away and hears a Pop! Pop! Pop! Pop! Pop! He turns around and the guy has fingers! And Zeb was there and he saw it. And I said, ‘But why don’t we see that here?’ ‘Why don’t I see stuff like that?’ I don’t understand it. I don’t get it but sometimes there are different gifts for different people, different anointings for different things. I don’t understand it but that wasn’t even my point. 
Here’s my point – we got into this wonderful discussing about the anointing. If you said, ‘Pastor, what do you pray for more than anything else?’ You know I pray for favor. I pray for it for my kids every day. I pray for it for this church, for my life, I pray for the favor of God. But beyond that, I always pray for an anointing. To me, the anointing is what God can do through you that you can’t do yourself. Then you don’t get any of the credit, God gets all the glory. So pray for the anointing all the time, but I’ll be honest, I’m not even sure exactly how to define it or what to think of it, but I know I need an anointing. So we were talking about the anointing and how Jesus would go out and heal people. Obviously, He had a healing anointing. Then Zeb said something I’ve never noticed before. He said, ‘When Jesus healed them, He did not say it is by my anointing that you are healed. What did He say? Time and again, He says by your faith you are healed.’  ‘Go, your faith has headed you.’ ‘According to your faith, it has been done to you.’ I don’t know about you but that challenges me a little bit. Listen, I have no question that Jesus was anointed to heal, to save, to redeem. The question is – do we have the faith to reach out and believe for that?
Now we are getting to the good part. Here it is. Verse 20, Jesus explains with a story. 
20 He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
I said this a couple weeks ago on Easter, let me say it again. When Jesus walked out of the tomb on the third day, the word ‘impossible’ was removed from our vocabulary. It shouldn’t be part of our thinking. It is not part of our equation because God is seated on the throne. All authority is his. He says, ‘If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can move mountains.’
Did you get one of these one the way it? Did you even know what it was? You can get one on the way out if you didn’t get one on the way in. A tiny little seed, anybody want to guess what it is? You guys are brilliant! It is a mustard seed! Let me talk about it for a minute. If I didn’t tell you it was a mustard seed and I wasn’t preaching on this, would you have any clue what this is? I don’t think you would have any idea that the mustard you put on your hot dog is a by-product of this thing. How awesome is that!  You’d have no clue what this could become. What is this going to become? You wouldn’t know what kind of plant it would become, the color, the taste. And you probably wouldn’t know that there are all kinds of nutrients in this tiny little seed. This is incredible. You’ve got your Vitamin B6, B12, Vitamin C, Calcium, Iron, Magnesium, Phosphorous, Potassium, Sodium and Zinc and that’s just the tip of the iceberg, all in this little seed. Would you have known that? 

Jesus says if you have faith as small as a mustard seed. Listen to me, faith is a seed. There is a reason why Jesus used this seed to describe it. It doesn’t look like much, but you plant it in the ground, you water it and get it in the soil of God’s Word and that faith will go a long way. In fact, that faith will go for eternity! But it’s just like any seed, it needs to be germinated. It takes up to 10 days to germinate a mustard seed. But that’s the nature of seeds. You plant them in the ground and you never know when a seed of kindness or a seed of generosity or a seed of love or a seed of patience, you never know how that thing is going to take root and bear fruit. But you can have the confidence today that a seed of faith will not return void. It will accomplish what it set out to do.

I had lunch this week with a pastor friend. His kids go to our church. This guy prays. I included one of his stories in The Circle Maker. Then he told me another story that is going to be in the next book. This guy is an intercessor and it must be in the DNA because he had a grandmother who was an intercessor. Stick with me for a second. I want this to be a word of faith to our hearts. She had 12 kids. She prayed for them three times a day. She would cook three meals a day, clean up, and then her habit was to go into her bedroom and get on her knees and pray for her kids, her grandkids and eventually her great-grandkids. When she was 91, on her death bed, she invited her whole family to come. Her whole family gathered in that bedroom and here’s what she said to them. ‘You know I’ve prayed in here and you’ve heard me praying for you. I’m going to die but the power of my prayers will come to pass in each of your lives.’  A 91-year-old prophet mother who says I love you and I believe in you and I’m praying for you. Six of her kids had a relationship with Christ and six of them didn’t. 15 years later, 10 do and 2 don’t. I want to tell you how number 10 said yes because it was four weeks ago and he was 92 the oldest son of this woman. One night, the night before Palm Sunday, 92-year-old Johnny, a neighbor, in the middle of the night, woke up and felt the strongest impression that they needed to invite Johnny to church with them. I don’t know if they had ever invited him or not. I don’t know if this person typically wakes up in the middle of the night and has impression. I don’t know any of that. But they acted on it and Johnny said, ‘Sure!’ He went to church with them and when he walked into the church, he couldn’t even really here the singing or the preaching because he kept hearing his mom call out his name in prayer! Think about it.  For 77 years, three times a day, that’s 84,315 seeds! That will get into your auditory cortex and stay there! The pastor says if anyone wants to put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, Johnny, 92 years old, raises his hand and is baptized the next Sunday on Easter Sunday, three weeks ago. Here’s what I love about this – that’s just someone who said I’m going to plant seeds. 

Listen, don’t worry about doing what only God can do. You can’t save someone but you can plant a seed. By the way, how cool is it that the seeds were planted by a next door neighbor who had the sensitivity to the Holy Spirit to act on a prompting and invite him to church? That’s how God works! If we would just realize the power of a seed and be responsive to the voice of God.
I got more to say. Do you notice what it says? This is so interesting to me. if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’
I’m just going to make a short little observation for the sake of time. When was the last time you saw someone talking to a mountain? That’s a little weird. I don’t plan to talk to inanimate or animate things. I don’t go around talking to mountains. But there is something here that Jesus said, ‘You can say to this mountain,’ and I don’t know how to say this but it got in my spirit and I’m going to trust that you’re going to take it and the Holy Spirit is going to quicken it and you are going to know what to do with it. I think there comes a time when you quit talking to God about your mountains and you start talking to your mountains about God! And you start declaring his power and his sovereignty and I immediately start thinking about my kids because that’s what I’m most passionate about. I love them and I intercede for them. So I start speaking and praying and believing the purposes of God that the enemy has no right, no territory in their lives. So there comes this moment when you need to quit talking to God about your problems and start talking to your problems about God! I think part of it is understanding the authority that is ours in Christ. Again, I’m in kindergarten. I’m just beginning to understand this. I don’t have the faintest of the full authority that is mine in Christ Jesus. But I just think there are moments when God says something in your heart and you just have to speak it. This is so hard for me to describe. It could be a person. I’ve felt that way on one of the properties we prayed for down on Virginia Avenue that God gave us. I remember kneeling one night late at night when someone else had a contract on it and just proclaiming it, that ‘God, this belongs to You.’

I had a precious grandma. I think I passed her up in height when I was eight years old. She was small, petite, frail.  We used to ask her to show us her muscles, and it was so mean, because she would go like this and we would flap the flab. It was like a reverse bicep. My grandma was so good-natured though, bless her heart, she was so kind and sweet and she got a good laugh out of it with us. I mean, we are talking about one of the weakest people I’ve ever known and in her 70s she fell and broke her hip. But she was the most precious person in the world. I loved my grandma so much. But she may be the most least intimidating person you would ever meet. When she was in her 70s, her car was stolen. It was actually a van. She was a florist. A couple weeks later, she was driving by a school in the neighborhood not too far from where it was stolen and she saw her van. They didn’t have cell phones or anything like that, so it’s not like she could call 911 on the spot, but generally speaking, if you are a grandma in your 70s, you might want to get someone else involved at this point. But this is like family legend for us. My grandma, the kids who stole it were in the van and she marches up and she says, ‘You kids stole my van, get out of my van and come with me.’ She walked them into the school, into the principal’s office. It was like a citizen’s arrest. We were like, ‘Grandma, these kids could have really hurt you!’ But there was just this moment where an authority came over her that no one was going to mess with my grandma! I love it! I think there are moments, and please don’t just laugh at this because there is a serious point to this, there are moments when the Spirit of God comes upon us and we must speak with authority to the situations and problems and issues in our lives because we are more than conquerors because He has overcome! The battle is his and the victory is ours. There are moments where we need to speak to the mountain and proclaim the victory that has already been won in Christ! 
I need to do it more often.

A couple of lessons and then we are done. Number one, we’re talking about the power of a seed, here’s the problem, we want to plant in the morning and harvest in the afternoon. It takes time for seeds to germinate. I almost feel like crying when I see that Today show picture from 16 years ago because a flood of feelings of inadequacy and of inexperience and of doubt, I remember what I felt. What am I doing pastoring a church of 19 people? I didn’t feel like a pastor. The church didn’t feel like a church. The enemy would come in and I would question, wondering if this church plant was going to fail like the one we tried in Chicago? But I just determined in my heart that we were going to keep planting the right seeds and keep praying and keep believing and keep loving and keep serving and keep sharing. If you do it long enough, listen, this is the second point, you can’t break the law of sowing and reaping! Not anymore than you can break the law of gravity! It just is. You reap what you sow. Pastor Joel talked about this a couple weeks ago. It is so powerful. Don’t become weary in doing good for at the proper time you will reap a harvest.
Here’s the deal. Here me because some of you are right here. There are seasons of famine in our lives, relational famine, financial famine, emotional famine, what are you going to do in those season? Are you going to quit believing and quit planting and quit sowing seeds, or are those the very seasons that you better keep praying, keep obeying, keep giving, keep loving, keep serving? Are those the seasons where you better keep planting seed? If you do, the harvest is going to come.

I’m going to close with this. This week I got an email from a guy who was reading In a Pit With a Lion on a Snowy Day, and I’ve shared this so many times, but there is a circle of people who pray this with me that everything I write would get into the right hands at the right time. I’ve learned if it is the wrong time, it is not going to take root and the seed is not going to germinate. So my constant prayer is for God to get it into the right hands at the right time. So when I hear stories of God’s faithfulness, it powerfully impacts me. This guy was flying out to Vegas, it was a one-stop, two-leg flight and in the first leg of the flight, he was reading the first chapter and he said something about it convicted him that he was living too reactive and not proactive enough. I talked about ceasing the mane of the lion and when opportunity comes, it doesn’t knock, you’ve got to go out there and get it. And he felt like God was do something. So he got off that flight and got on the second flight. He was seated next to the girl and he said hello to her and she immediately shut down, like, ‘Don’t ever talk to me again on this flight.’ He said, ‘I just had this impression that if I didn’t obey it, I was going to miss an opportunity,’ so he was praying for it and wrestling with it and their elbows are touching so he finally turns to her and says, ‘I know it is none of my business but you seem so burdened. Maybe sharing it with a stranger will help lessen your burden.’ This 17 year old girl was running away from home. She was three months pregnant and her boyfriend told her to take care of it. She stole her dad’s credit card that morning to buy a plane ticket to run away from home and go to Vegas. They talked the whole flight. By the time they landed, she agreed to catch a flight immediately to Arizona to meet her parents who were worried sick. And on that day, the baby’s life was saved, maybe two lives were saved. Because one guy had the courage to look and feel a little awkward and respond to a prompting of the Holy Spirit. And by the way, he said he was reading about how God was in the business of strategically positioning us at the right place at the right time. And afterwards, he said, ‘So that’s what happened after Chapter 1, I can’t wait to read Chapter 2!’  Here’s what he said, ‘Please know that in reality I take no credit. I was scared to even open up the conversation for fear that I would offend the young girl. So it was all God. It’s not my job to save people, it is my responsibility to plant a seed.’  Oh if I could pray that the Holy spirit would come upon  us and put upon us this awesome responsibility to plant a seed and remove the awesome burden to be God! You don’t have to be God!  You can’t do what God does!  You can’t save anybody! You can’t do anything! But there is an awesome responsibility to live by faith and walk in obedience and to plant seeds so that the Holy Spirit can come along and germinate those seeds in ways that would change people’s lives.
May the Lord help us. Let’s pray.

Father, tonight we come before You and humble ourselves and acknowledge how desperately we need You. Lord, I pray that You would grow our faith. God thank You that this parable screams potential and it is so encouraging because all it takes is faith the size of a mustard seed, just a tiny little seed of faith. It doesn’t’ have to be something big. It can be a small seed of faith. God I pray that You would help each one of us. Lord, I also believe that each one of us has been given a measure of faith. Romans 12. God as we press in and as we humble ourselves before You and get on our knees and seek your face, God, would you increase the measure of faith in our lives. Lord, for those today that a seed of faith has been planted, of faith in the Lord Jesus, God, I pray that You would give them the faith to respond just the way 92-year-old Johnny responded. My guess is that many people have been praying for them as well. Lord, I pray right now that in this moment, if anybody is here at any of our locations, if you are here and a seed of faith has been planted in your heart today and today is the day that you want to profess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, like speaking to that mountain, you’ve got to profess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord. You need to take a step in the direction of Jesus. 

I invite our campus pastors to come so they can pray with you and see who you are. If there is that seed of faith and you want to say that’s me, please put up your hand so I can pray for you. Awesome! I’m going to pray for you.

Lord, thank You for raised hands! Lord, this is my moment! We celebrate with the angels in heaven that a new name is written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, that a new child has been adopted into the family of God. The past is now the past and there is an eternal future awaiting us. We celebrate and rejoice and give You thanks! Amen!

The party started in heaven the moment those hands started going up. Can we welcome these folks to the family! 
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