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Once upon a time, there lived a king by the name of Nebuchadnezzar. He was crazy; he was likely ADHD and he was as difficult a man to work with as his name was to pronounce. In the 6th Century B.C. he ruled over the empire of Babylon, which sprawled across the ancient world. When they conquered the country of Judah, he decided that he wanted to bring some of those people into his kingdom to be trained in the ways of the literature and the culture and the language of Babylon. Four of the men that were chosen were Daniel and his friends Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  The first thing they encountered is that the king gave them the best food at his table. They had meat and wine and Daniel and his friends, it says in Daniel 1:8 that Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the food from the king’s table. So they came up with an alternate plan and they presented that. And then they went through a period of testing where they only ate vegetable and fruit and water. Then when they came before the king, the king said that they were ten times better than all of his wise men in the kingdom.
Fast forward a couple years and they find themselves in another situation where Nebuchadnezzar has had a dream and he needs interpretation so he tells all the wise men in his kingdom, ‘If you can tell me the dream and interpret the dream, your life will be spared,’ and no one could do it. So Daniel goes to his friends and says, ‘Will you pray with me that I might know this dream and be able to interpret it?’ And he goes to Nebuchadnezzar and rightly relays the details of the dream and interprets it. And because of that, Nebuchadnezzar praised the God of Daniel. And not only that, Nebuchadnezzar made Daniel prefect over the province of Babylon. Then at Daniel’s request, he also promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to places of power.

Fast forward several more years. Nebuchadnezzar builds a gold statute, an idol that is 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide and he says to all of his government officials to come to the place where it is and when the music begins to play, they should all fall down and worship it.  Now, here’s the crazy thing, when I first heard this story, I thought it was about everybody coming to bow down to worship the idol. I thought he called everybody in his whole empire to come and bow down to the idol. But it wasn’t everyone, it was just the leaders, just the government officials. He told them to fall down and worship when they heard the music. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refused. It says the king was enraged. He had already told them if they didn’t bow down, they would be thrown into the fiery furnace. He asked them if they refused to bow down to the gold statute. He said he would give them one more chance to bow down and worship when the music plays or he would throw them into the blazing furnace. Then he said, ‘What god would be able to deliver you from my power?’ 

This was their response. In Daniel 3:16, they say

“King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”

Then the Scriptures tell us that Nebuchadnezzar became so furious, his face was distorted with rage.  

For the past several weeks or few months, we’ve been in this series called ‘If’ laying claims to the promises of God that if God steps into the equation, if we do things, that the possibilities are endless. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego claimed to this idea that when God is part of the equation, anything is possible. They say we don’t need to defend ourselves. If you throw us into the furnace, our God is able to deliver us. If you throw us in and try to destroy us, our God will save us from your hand.
See, there are two ways we can live life. We can either allow our circumstances to frame what we know about God’s character, or we can allow what we know about God’s character to frame what we believe about our circumstances.  We can let what our circumstances are telling us inform us about what to believe about God, or we can let what we know to be true about God inform us about our circumstances. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego said, ‘This is what we know about God, that He is able,’ and they allowed that to frame the circumstances that they were in. They were in a place that required desperate courage and they needed to make a decisive act of faith. They clung to this idea that if God is in the equation, then we can cling to this glimmer of hope that a cosmic cause and effect chain reaction will be ignited when we put our faith in the idea that God is able. They believed that when God is part of it, our possibilities are endless. If you throw is into the fire, He is able to save us. My guess is they were probably reminded of the words of the prophet Isaiah. Just a few hundred years earlier, the prophet Isaiah had given these words that most likely echoed in their minds and stirred hope in their hearts when he said: When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up. The flames will not consume you. The words of Isaiah 43:2 probably were ringing in their ears as they stood before Nebuchadnezzar and said if you throw us in the furnace, our God is able to save us. It is a powerful ‘if’ in their lives. It is a powerful ‘if’ in this passage. It is a powerful moment when they say if you do that, let us show you what our God would do. 

But I would argue that that ‘if’ statement is not the most important one in the text. If you throw us in, our God will deliver us. But even if He doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statute. Even if He doesn’t.

I love to live in the land of ‘if’ faith, but this is a declaration of ‘if not’ faith. The first ‘if’ statement is rooted in God’s ability and capability and what He can do. The second faith statement is rooted not in his ability or capability but in his sovereign and sometimes mysterious will.  ‘If not.’  In this moment, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not know the outcome of their situation. They were standing in a place where they said I’m going to let what I know about God’s character frame how I view my circumstances and I’m going declare that He is able. But I’m also going to declare that if not, we will never bow down to worship.  This stood precariously in this land of ‘if’ and ‘if not’ faith. They stood in the middle of ‘He is able’ confidence, and ‘if not’ devotion. Between the land of ‘if’ and ‘if not’ stood a furnace.

It was about a year ago this time that I was driving home from New York City with some friends and in the car on the passenger side next to me was a young leader that I had tremendous respect for and was enjoying being able to be part of her life and she began to talk about some of the difficulties she was facing in ministry and in leadership. We talked about some of the challenges she was in the middle of. We talked about some of the difficult relational dynamics that were going on in her life and there was a lot that was happening and a lot that needed encouragement and prayer and affirmation. And I remember when we got back to the house and were sitting in my living room and I asked a question that I often ask young leaders when I desperately want to be there for them but don’t know what that practically looks like. I said, “What is it that you need from me right now?” So after all this conversation about all the really difficult things that she was going through and the reality that it’s probably going to worse before it gets better, and she said, “What I really need from you right now is for you to tell me it’s all going to be ok.” So I sat there and paused and then I laughed a little bit and I said, “No, I’m going to tell you it’s all going to be ok because when I read the book of Hebrews, I read that there were people who were followers of Christ who got gutted and killed and stoned and crucified and thrown to animals and sawed in two. Who knows what could happen to you?” I went on to say that when I can tell you is that God is good and He is sovereign and He is faithful, and a life that is completely given to Him will not be regretted. She just wanted to hear some quick, easy throw-away line that I can give that Christians love to say to each other that makes us feel better or gives warm fuzzies inside. And I guess in the eternal sense, it is going to be ok. I know. In the eternal sense, we know Jesus reigns! He rules! He has gone to prepare a place for us. We know that in the end it’s all going to be ok, but in the moment of temporal decision, I can’t promise that it’s all going to be ok, because faith is not the assurance that everything is going to be ok. Faith is the assurance that God is in control. Faith is not an understanding that God is going to meet my expectations. Faith is the understanding that God is going to accomplish his purposes.
I just can’t tell you it’s all going to be ok. And it’s a good thing I didn’t because it is partly, as a result of that conversation, that pour Emily Hendrickson would up here as a protégé. Good thing I didn’t tell her it was all going to be ok because it was definitely getting worse before it got better.

We Christians love Hebrews 11. We love that chapter about the hall of faith that talks about all these great people of God whose faith was accounted to them as righteousness. As we read all the way down, we get to half way through 35 then we stop. We love the part of the chapter from about verse 1 to 35a. Let me read a little bit of it. After they list all of these great men and women of God and how they have been people of faith, we read this in verse 33

33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. 
That is the kind of faith I want to have! That’s how I want my life to be described. I want to be listed in that Hebrews 11 Hall of Faith with this describing me. The difficulties turned to triumph and the mouths of lions were shut and the flames were quenched. I love that! But see the problem is we stop at verse 35a. Let’s keep reading.

But there were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground.

All these people earned a good reputation because of their faith, yet, none of them received all that God had promised. God had something better in mind for us so that they would not reach perfection without us. They were tortured and mocked and chained and whipped and stoned and gutted and sawed in two. None of them received all that God had promised. We love Hebrews 11:1-35a, but then we just stopped reading when we get half way through verse 35 because we don’t want to see that people whose faith was acknowledged by God and praised by God, we don’t want to see that people like that didn’t actually get all that God promised.
How do you respond when you don’t get all that God promised? How do you live in the land of ‘if not?’  In Hebrews 11:1-35a, we see the stories of people that stood between the ‘if’ and ‘if not’ and they found that God came through for them and they were successful and victorious. They believed that God is able and that God will and He did. But then the last few verses are people who also stood between ‘if’ and ‘if not’ and in their situations, they believed God can and God will but God did not. And yet they still worshipped Him.

Faith isn’t an assurance that everything is going to be ok. It is an assurance that God is in control. I love the stories in Scripture where people are standing between the ‘if’ and the ‘if not’ and God comes through. Think about Esther saying if I perish, I perish. But she didn’t. She was victorious for herself and for her people and for her God. David killed the giant, and the woman who had been bleeding for 21 years said if I just touch the hem of his robe I’ll be healed and she was. We love those stories. Daniel comes out of the lion’s den, and spoiler alert, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego actually come out of the fire unscathed. God came through! They were staring in the face of death and said God is able. I love those stories. But Scripture also has stories of people who faced the ‘if’ and the ‘if not’ and the answer was ‘if not.’  Moses never made it to the Promised Land. Hosea, poor Hosea, this poor guy, in Hosea Chapter 1 verse 2 it says when the Lord first began to speak to Israel through Hosea, He said to him, go and marry a prostitute.  Come on! The word of the Lord is coming to Hosea for the first time! Go marry a prostitute. And he does and then she runs away. Then he has to go buy her back. In Habakkuk Chapter 2, we love the verse: write down the vision and make it plain so people can read it as they run by. We use that verse as a lead in to all the great things God is going to do for us. We don’t realize that the vision Habakkuk had to write down was one of destruction. ‘If not.’ God never took away the throne that was in Paul’s flesh.  Even Jesus in the Garden on the night of his death is praying and begging his Father for a different game plan. ‘If not.’ What do we do in the land of ‘if not?’ What does ‘if not’ faith look like? 

I think it is tied to two things. I think, one, it is tied to an understanding that the purposes of God are true and good. Number two, I think it means us maintaining the right posture before Him.

Let’s talk about the purposes of God for a minute. I think we have a tendency to read the Bible, we come to Bible primarily looking for ourselves. I call it the yearbook method of Bible study. Whenever you got your yearbook, what was the first thing you did? You turned to find pictures of yourself and your friends, right? We tend to do that with God’s Word as well. We tend to go through Scripture and look for pictures of ourselves, things that resonate with us or make sense to us, things that we can relate to. And that’s why we often turn to these great stories of faith like David and Joshua and Abraham and Moses and Jesus, and that’s why we spend so much time in the Old Testament narratives but not so much in Old Testament prophecy because who sees themselves there? We spend a lot of time in the New Testament because we see ourselves there. It makes sense to us. And that’s ok because in Joshua 1:8 it says don’t let the book of the law depart from your mouth but meditate on it day and night so that you will be careful to do everything it says and then your way will be prosperous and successful. Psalm 119 says that the Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path. So we are supposed to find ourselves in Scripture. It teaches us how to live. But the problem comes in when we come to the story of God primarily looking for ourselves, because at the end of the day, David is not the hero of the Bible. Esther is not the hero of the Bible. Paul is not the hero of the Bible. Peter is not the hero of the Bible. Moses is not the hero of the Bible. We are not the hero of the Bible. God is the hero of the Bible! So instead of coming to the story of God looking for ourselves, what if we came to the story of God looking primarily for God? And when we do that, we discover something about his purposes, because for all the stories where David kills the giant and Joshua conquers the City of Jericho, there are also stories where Babylon conquers Judah and Moses dies in the wilderness. How do we live in those moments?
Before we look for ourselves in the story of God, let’s look for God in the story of God. And let’s understand that what is best for us may not be seems best to us.

Romans 8:28, we love the first half of this verse too. 

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who[i] have been called according to [to what? Their gifts and abilities? According to their visions or according to their education or called according to their great ideas? No.] called according to his purpose for them.
It is all about his purpose. It is not about our expectations, it is about his purpose which is tied to his goodness and his character and his sovereignty. I’m learning some things. On one hand, sometimes God delivers from. Isaac is laying on the altar and God delivers him by providing a ram in the thicket. I love it when God delivers from. I find that most of my prayers revolve around the idea of ‘God deliver me from.’ But most often, God’s purpose is that we would be delivered through. Noah and his family were kept dry in the ark but they had to go through the flood. Daniel had to walk through the lion’s den. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had to walk through the fire. Many times, God delivers through. Now, when I’m reading the deliver through stories, I love those because I love the unexpected twist. I love the thrill of the deliver through stories. I want my life to be delivered from. I want to read stories of deliver through! But sometimes God delivers later. The faith in Hebrews 11:35b-40 did not receive all that God had promised but they put their hope in a reality beyond resurrection. 

Paul, in his letter to the Corinthians, said, ‘I have this thorn in my flesh that I’ve asked God three times to take away.’ We don’t know what it was. It could have been a sickness, or an addiction or a physical deformity, it was probably Peter! He asked God three times to take this thing away, and finally God comes back to him and says, ‘My grace is sufficient for you.’  ‘My strength works best in weakness.’  For some reason, the purposes of God worked in that situation by saying, ‘Paul, I’ll deliver you later. Right now my grace is sufficient and my strength works best in weakness.’

Sometimes He delivers from. That’s what I want. Sometimes He delivers through. That’s what I want to read about. But sometimes He delivers later. And that’s where we stand between the ‘if’ and the ‘if not’ and we have to make a decision. How are we going to posture ourselves when the purposes of God don’t meet our expectations? 

What I’m about to share with you is not a checklist. It is not a list of best practices. This is not a formula because every person’s situation is different. But I’m coming to you from a place this weekend of recognizing that there are things in my life that I have prayed for for a long time. Ryan and I for several years have been praying for something, and just to let you know what’s been going on in the past year, about a year and a half ago, we had a series on miracles, so Ryan and I wrote down things that we were believing for God to do in our lives, in our careers, in our families, with our friends. We wrote those things down and we were believing for certain miracles. And God brought some of those to pass. And some of them remain on the list. Then the book, The Circle Maker comes out and we begin to circle them in prayer. We are circling what we believe are the promises of God. And then we have a 21-days of prayer and fasting and we are praying hard for those things. Then we come out of a 40-day period of Lent. I’m telling you that there are some things that we are still living in the land of ‘if not,’ believing that He is able but recognizing that He may not. And how do we walk through that? 
These are just things that I’m doing, which may or may not be great. This is not a checklist or a formula.

Number one, I believe that when I am staring at an ‘if not’ I’ve got to make sure my life is saturated with prayer. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had developed a habit of prayer before they ever got in front of the gold statute. In Chapter 2, when Daniel came to them and said, ‘Hey, let’s pray about this dream and interpretation,’ Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego prayed. We can’t wait until we get to the temptation. We can’t wait until we get to the gold statute. We can’t wait until we are standing in front of the furnace to start praying. We need to saturate our lives in prayer. 
There are three things I’m learning about prayer. One, I’m learning that you don’t stop praying for something until God answers it or until God gives you a clear no or until God gives you an assurance in your spirit that the victories have been won in prayer and you can stop praying for it and just start praising God that He has done it. If you are not at those three places, keep praying! 

Those places where Ryan and I are staring at ‘if not’ He hasn’t answered it yet, He hasn’t said no yet, and we don’t feel like the victory has been won yet, and we know He is able but we recognize He may not but we are going to keep praying.

Number two, I believe that ‘if not’ faith bursts forth in worship. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego had to make a decision to worship before they saw the results of the outcome. Before they even knew whether or not God would save them, they said we are not going to bow down. A lot of times, we worship as a response to something God has done for us. Worship should come first. But our circumstances don’t change how we worship or who we worship. The prophet Habakkuk looked around him in his day and he went toe to toe with God and said, ‘You’ve got to intervene! The people are bad, the people are far from you, will you please come and bring revival to our land!’ And God says, ‘Watch what I’m about to do! I’m going to do something in your day that is amazing and astounding, something that people won’t even believe.’ Thus endeth our favorite verses in Habakkuk because what God goes on to say is, ‘I’m going to allow the Babylonians to come into Judah and destroy it.’  Habakkuk goes back to God and goes, ‘That’s not the answer I was looking for. I was asking you to come save us, come deliver us from ourselves.’ And God says, ‘My deliverance will come through destruction.’  Habakkuk got a bad answer to prayer. That’s not the kind of answer we want. And there was a lot of going back and forth between Habakkuk and God and finally, Habakkuk gets the last word in the book. In Chapter 3 of Habakkuk, he gets the last word on God, ‘The sovereign Lord is my strength. I will be joyful in the God of my salvation.’  Habakkuk says no matter what happens, I will worship God. In the land of ‘if not’ I am going to worship Him because I’m going to cling to this idea that faith is not about meeting my expectations but about God accomplishing his purposes.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are standing before this idol and they could have had a number of responses to this. They could have allowed their circumstances to change the way they understood the character of God. They could have allowed their circumstances to cause them to say something like, ‘I’ll bow down to the idol but in my heart I’ll really worship God.’  Or they could have said, ‘This is just a cultural thing, it doesn’t really mean anything, I’ll just do it.’  Or they might have said, ‘Nebuchadnezzar is crazy and doesn’t know what he is doing, so this doesn’t mean anything anyway.’ They could have said, ‘I need to choose my battles, so let me compromise on this one so I can stay in a position where I can affect real change in the future.’  They could have said, ‘Everybody else is doing it.’  But they didn’t compromise. They didn’t let their circumstances change how they worshipped. They said, ‘I’m going to worship and maybe God will change my circumstances.’

We have to be saturated in prayer. We have to be fueled by worship.  Here’s a definition of worship that I thought was really helpful. Worship is enhancing the reputation of God in the eyes of others. Worship is enhancing the reputation of God in the eyes of others and that’s exactly what happened in this story. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego stood in this land between ‘He is able’ confidence and ‘if not’ devotion to God and when they came out unscathed on the other side, Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘No one ever should come against the God that these men worship.’ God’s reputation was enhanced because these men made a decision about who they were going to worship and how they were going to worship Him. Because of their worship, God’s reputation was enhanced throughout Babylon.
Number three, I think that ‘if not’ faith has to be rooted in Scripture and it has to be rooted in good doctrine. When you are walking through the land of ‘if not’ faith, then your theology has got to be more robust than what you find on a bumper sticker or a t-shirt. Bumper sticker and t-shirt theology is not going to sustain you through the ‘if not’ moments of life. We’ve got to be rooted in the truth of God. The only doctrine, the only creed I know that fits on a bumper sticker that will sustain us is the simple Jesus is Lord. Beyond that, we’ve got to make sure our faith is rooted in something deep. 

Here’s a good example. When we are told the safest place to be is the center of God’s will, that is the dumbest thing I’ve ever heard. Don’t believe that because God’s will landed people in lion’s dens and in fiery furnaces and married to prostitutes and in the mouths of fish and hanging on crosses! Faith is not safe!  It has never been about safety. It has to do with God’s glory. I think we also have to shake out of this idea that God operates according to the reward system. See, my theology loves the reward system. I make good grades, I get a certain number of tokens at Chuck E. Cheese, or gold stars. I like the reward system. But in this story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, their obedience, their good behavior is what landed them in the furnace in the first place. 

An ancient theologian said, “The reason I admire those youths and pronounce them blessed and enviable is not because they trampled on the flame and vanquished the force of the fire, but because they were bound and cast into the furnace and delivered from the fire for the sake of true doctrine.”

I think that like these guys, we’ve got to say that I don’t have to defend God’s actions, I just need to declare his character. In order to declare his character, we have to know who He is as He reveals Himself in his Word. So we need to saturate our lives in prayer and we need to worship and allow worship to frame our circumstances, and we need to be rooted in good doctrine.

Finally, I think that ‘if not’ faith is often sustained by community. We’ve got to link arms with one another when we are facing the ‘if not.’ One of the first things I think of when I read this story is, so Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego have been promoted because of Daniel and so then they are summoned because they are government officials to worship this idol, and I’m thinking where is Daniel? Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego are standing there in this predicament that is Daniel’s fault in the first place, where is he? Scholars really don’t know where he was. Some think he was away on travel. Some think that because of his particular position, he wasn’t required to be at this place. But I also think that because of their friendship with Daniel three chapters earlier, they were sustained in this particular situation. I think it was probably easier to face the furnace when there were three of them together and they knew they had another one somewhere else that was standing with them in spirit. When Esther was about to go before the king to plead on behalf of her people, she asked that all the Jewish people would pray and fast with her. There is something powerful about community when we are looking at the ‘if not.’ In fact, there are about 30 commands in Scripture that cannot be obeyed outside the context of community. Forgive one another, love one another, serve one another, honor one another, these ‘one another’ things are given to us so that when times come of ‘if not’ when we are standing between God is able confidence and ‘if not’ devotion, we can link arms with one another and stare it in the face and be able to encourage one another that ‘if not’ we will still pray, and ‘if not’ we will still worship and ‘if not’ we will not defend God’s actions but we will declare his character. Linking arms with people so that we can look into the ‘if not’ with faith.

Going back to the story with Emily, I think sometimes we say to each other, ‘It’s all going to be ok,’ because our theology is just a little light. Or we desperately want to believe that it will be ok. But I think sometimes we say, ‘It’s all going to be ok’ for a far more sinister reason and that’s because it’s lets us off the hook. If I tell Emily it’s all going to be ok, then my job is done. I have no responsibility. It’s all going to be ok so I don’t need to do anything else for you. But if there is the possibility that it may not, that means I’ve got to link arms and I’ve got to walk and I’ve got to pray and I’ve got to encourage and suffer right along with her. We are called to do this in community.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego stared into a furnace and said, “We don’t need to defend ourselves. They didn’t even try to defend God. They just said that we know He is able and we know that He will, but even if He does not, we will never bow down to your god.
Sometimes we stare into the ‘if not’ and we live in the land of ‘if not’ and like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, our stories end well and we receive all that God promises in the here and now. But sometimes we stare into the ‘if not’ and our outcome is a little bit more like Habakkuk, or those that were in Hebrews 11 where it says that they did not receive all that God had promised. And in that case, those ‘if nots’ turn into ‘even though.’  I will praise God even though. I think in those moments, we’ve got to remember that the purposes of God are for us even if not what seems best to us. I guarantee that when Jesus was hanging on that cross, there wasn’t a soul there who was a follower of his that thought, ‘This is the best situation!’  Jesus hanging on a cross didn’t seem best to anyone! But turns out, it was best for everyone. God’s purposes are tied to his character and tied to his promises and what is best for us in the moment may not be what seems best to us. 

We need to saturate our lives with prayer. We need to allow worship to enhance the reputation of God in the world around us. We’ve got to root down in good doctrine and declare the character of God. We’ve got to link arms with one another so we don’t walk through it alone. 

Faith isn’t the assurance that everything is going to be ok. Faith is the assurance that God is in control regardless of what our circumstances tell us. God can. God will. But even if He doesn’t, we will worship Him.

God, this is not my favorite message to preach. God, these aren’t my favorite stories to read about the places where people sat in the place between You are able confidence but we are going to be devoted to You regardless. God, I pray that You would make us people with the kind of faith that doesn’t’ let the circumstances around us define what we believe about You, but will let what we know about You define what we believe about the circumstances around us. God, give us the courage and the grace to live well in the land of ‘if not.’ God, I pray that we would cling to the cross. When are in those places of ‘if not’ and we start to wonder if You really love us, that we will look to the cross and see the ultimate expression of love that You have ever shown us. God, if there are those here tonight who are staring into the ‘if not’ and they have never come to the cross, I pray that they would come there tonight and find their first victory in You in the power of the cross. God, we know that You are able and we know that You will, but if we should come to a place where You don’t, make us people that worship You anyway. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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