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Welcome to National Community Church! We are so thrilled that you would spend this special weekend with us. If you are a guest at any of our locations, a special welcome to you. What a week! 
I’m going to lose my voice by the time we are done. Not just because I’m preaching at four of our locations, but is this a weekend where you can’t sing at medium volume? You’ve got to belt it out! I am so thrilled that we can gather together and worship the Lord and I’m excited about what God is doing.

If you have a Bible, turn over to John 11 and we are going to continue this series we are in called ‘If,’ a little two letter word filled with possibility and I think that’s what Easter is all about. If the Resurrection happened, all bets are off! So this weekend we are going to talk about that. John 11, and it will also be on the screens.

Not all of this would know this but the Today show came out and filmed at our Barracks Row campus and that segment is going to air on Easter Sunday morning. Then, I think it depends on what kind of news day it is, but it might be on the NBC nightly news and I wanted you to be aware of that in case you want to watch that. I think the good news ought to make the news! God is doing some amazing things and we are praying that the Lord is glorified through that segment. 

John 11, verse 1

1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 
Now let me pause right here and we are going to walk through this story today. It is a story about resurrection but let me be the guy who ruins the story for those of you who haven’t heard it. Jesus said this sickness will not end in death, but Lazarus dies. Then I heard an old sermon by an old preacher a number of years ago titled ‘God’s Grammar.’  Let’s keep it real, I, like you, have forgotten most of the sermons by most of the preachers I’ve ever heard. Welcome to my world! But I remember one particular statement in this message that I will never forget. This old preacher said, ‘Never put a comma where God puts a period and never put a period where God puts a comma.’  If you are taking notes, that’s worth writing down. I love this! Never put a period where God puts a comma. The operative word here is Jesus said it will not end in death. Lazarus dies put that’s not the end of the story. You may think it is over but it is not over until God says it is over, even if you’ve been in the grave four days. See, I was putting a period where put a comma. We do that don’t we? When something happens in our lives, you lose a job or you lose a loved one, those are difficult things to walk through and sometimes there is this feeling like, ‘I feel like my life is over.’  Or you break up and you feel like when that relationship is over, your life is over. I know those things are difficult, but the truth is, even if you feel like you’ve made a mistake that is unforgivable, or something has happened in your life and you don’t know how you’ll ever get over that, listen to me, it is not game-over, because 2,000 years ago, the game changed because Jesus walked out of a tomb!
What I want us to be cognoscente of this weekend is, listen, we don’t just celebrate Easter one day a year! We celebrate the resurrection every day in every way. God doesn’t just resurrect dead bodies. Now, that’s awesome but He also resurrected those hearts that have died and He gives them joy again! God can resurrect marriages and He can resurrect relationships. There is nothing He can’t get through. God can resurrect those things! God is in the resurrection business and we celebrate it every day in every way.

We have a core value at this church – it is never too late to be who you might have been. Isn’t that a hopeful statement? I don’t care what location you are at this weekend, you are not here by accident. It is a divine appointment. I believe that God wants to speak to you and I know for certain He is the God of second chances and third and tenth and one-hundredth. It is not over! God is not done with you yet and if you give your life to Christ, He will give his life to you.  And there are thousands of people at this church who are living proof of that. God is in the transformation business! 32 people are being baptized this weekend! I love it! 

Let’s get back into the story. 
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake, I’m glad I was not there so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.

Now, why in the world would Jesus stay where He was for two more days when one of his best friends was on his death bed and He had the ability to heal people? It doesn’t make sense. Why wouldn’t He get there as quickly as He can? And then to add insult to injury, He says, ‘For your sake, I’m glad I wasn’t there.’ Really?

I’ve shared this before but it keeps me humble. A few years ago, I was out at the mall shopping. It was 1:00 p.m. on a Saturday. I was in a dressing room and my phone rang. Have you ever had one of those experiences when your phone rings and it immediately jogs your memory and you remember something you were supposed to do or somewhere you were supposed to be? I was supposed to be at a wedding at noon that I was officiating! Worst moment of my life! I died in that dressing room. I raced home and changed into a suit and drove out to the wedding, which was postponed until 3:00 p.m.  Ok, here’s what I didn’t say to the bride and groom, ‘For your sake, I’m glad I was not there!’  By the way, the amazing thing is that this couple still attends our church. Don’t tell me miracles don’t happen! By the way, they can be late any Sunday they want to for the rest of their lives! They have a special grace!

Let me state the obvious. It seems like Jesus is four days late. Have you ever felt like God was a day late or a dollar short? I have been there! Two days late and two dollars short! I think sometimes we get frustrated because God doesn’t operate his universe on our time table. Part of it is that I want God to do what God is going to do yesterday. I mean, every prayer, I attach this asap, ‘God would you do this as soon as possible.’  We want God to provide manna for a month, not a day, and we want the 25 year plan. What we want is enough revelation or enough provision so that we don’t have to live by faith anymore. It would totally undermine our reliance upon the Lord Jesus Christ and growing in a relationship with Him.

Let me say it this way, sometimes the greatest miracles take a little longer. Sometimes you need to hang in there a little bit longer to see what God is going to do. 

Lora and I have three kids and here’s one thing I’ve learned. They are a little bit older now but I learned this about the toddler stage. The word ‘tomorrow’ may be the most meaningless word in a toddler’s vocabulary. Tomorrow might as well be a thousand years from now, right? When you tell a toddler they can have it tomorrow, it’s like the word ‘tomorrow’ is scrambled like a curse word on TV. It doesn’t even register to the two-year-old mind. They live in a now or never world. Asking them to wait is like asking them to levitate. Two minutes to a toddler is an eternity. How many of us are spiritual toddlers? We want it on our timeline. But God has a bigger plan for our lives. 

Oswald Chambers said it this way, “Sometimes it looks like God is missing the mark because we are too short-sighted to see what He is aiming for.”  If we could zoom out and see the big pictures, we would see that what God is doing in us is far more important than what God wants to do through us. We think about the will of God, like we think about who we should marry and what should I do and all of these circumstantial questions but the issue is always primary who are you becoming. Are you becoming a person of faith, a person of character, a person that is more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ?
Mary and Martha thought Jesus was four days late, and He was if his objective had been to heal Lazarus. But Jesus had his sights set on something else. Last time I checked, you can’t raise someone from the dead unless they are dead. I went to seminary and studied these things! You can’t raise someone from the dead if they aren’t dead! If your objective is resurrection, then Jesus is right on time.

I think Jesus could’ve gotten to Lazarus in time to save him. He could have walked on water across the Sea of Galilee to get there. He could’ve gotten there and it could have been this traumatic moment as Lazarus was taking his last breath and Jesus touches him and his life was saved and it would have been this incredible movie moment. But sometimes God wants to reveal a little bit more of his glory. See, I think Jesus had been there and done that. If He had gotten there, I wonder how many people who have politely applauded like, ‘That’s great but we’ve seen you heal a lot of people.’  I’m guessing there would have been people in the crowd saying things like he wasn’t that sick anyway or that medicine worked wonders. I think Jesus would have gotten some glory, but here’s the deal, when someone has been dead and in the grave for four days, it is pretty much insured that this is not going to be mistaken as anything other than a miracle.
I don’t particularly want to say this but sometimes things have to go from bad to worse so that God can reveal more of his glory. The odds have to get stacked against you, the prognosis has to get worse, the situation has to become impossible. We don’t like that. All of us want a miracle. We want something to happen to us that seems impossible. All of us want a miracle but we just don’t want to be in a situation that necessitates one. We love the resurrection but four days in the grave – not so much! But you can’t have one without the other. Without the crucifixion, there is no resurrection.

Sometimes there are dreams in our lives that need to die so that they can be resurrected in glorified form. I’m pretty sure that Mary and Martha loved Lazarus before he died, but how many of you think maybe they were maybe they were a little bit nice or maybe made his favorite dessert a little more frequently, that they were better sisters after they got their brother back from the dead! Part of the reason I know this is because, I wasn’t in a grave for four days but I was on a respirator for two days. I should’ve died. I’ll never forget coming home, walking in my kids rooms that first night out of the hospital and saying, ‘Thank you God that my two kids,’ we only had two kids at that time. We would not have had the third. ‘That you God that my two kids still have a dad.’  You don’t take life for granted after you have faced death in that way. In a sense, it is a new normal. Sometimes, I think things in our lives have to die so that God can resurrect them in glorified form.

I could tell you a dozen stories. I don’t know if I should tell you this but I did break up with a few girls that I dated in high school. Thank God! Then I met Lora and I feel like the luckiest guy in the world! I got the best! I’m so grateful! We are about to celebrate our 20th anniversary! I’m so grateful but I had to go through some of those break-ups to get where God wanted me to go. I could tell you so many stories of different experiences in my life, but can I share a moment I had this weekend?

15 years ago, National Community Church was just getting off the ground. There was a little café by Lincoln Park in Capitol Hill, which is kind of where we got started then we branched out to all our different locations, and I remember that I would show up for Bible study and hope that there would be one other person. There were occasions when I would show up and no one would show up and I’d just grab something to eat. I remember a few times when there were two or three people and maybe one or two times when there were four or five people. I don’t know why I’ve never connected the dots, but Saturday afternoon, we were driving over to our Easter Extravaganza at Lincoln Park and I’m driving down East Capitol Street and seeing thousands of people that we are loving in very practical ways, lives that we are touching and when you think about all the Extravaganzas we’ve had, we’ve blessed thousands of people and hundreds of volunteers and just the amount of influence we are able to have and sharing the good news of the gospel, it’s awesome! And we are just getting started! We believe God is going to turn this thing upside down and people are going to come to faith in Christ and we are going to see miracles and people’s lives transformed. We are getting going and praise God. But I was driving around the Park and I remembered when there were two of us. And here is just one of our Extravaganzas touching thousands of lives. Praise You God! Then I think, ‘How did I get here?’ Sometimes I feel like I’m not just blessed, I’m blessed beyond.  What a privilege it is for me to serve as your pastor. I pray that God would help me to do it with integrity, to do it in a way that it would honor the Lord Jesus. It is not that it isn’t hard and there haven’t been some sacrifices or risks along the way but praise God, I’m doing exactly what I would want to be doing even if I didn’t get paid.

Here’s how I got here. I tried to plant a church when I was in seminary in the Chicago area. It is amazing how much you know when you’re 22 years old! I had a 25-year plan. I still have the 25-year plan. I got an ‘A’ for the class I was taking in seminary that I created the 25-plan and then we went to execute it as a church plant and it totally failed. It was one of the most embarrassing, disillusioning things I’ve ever been part of. I thought that was what God wanted me to do, but part of me died and hopefully it was the ego part and that’s still dying. You’ve got to take up your cross every day, so it is a lifelong process. I look back on it and say it was terrible and wonderful, worst thing, best thing. I think sometimes parts of us need to die. Sometimes it is a dream, sometimes it is a relationship, but then God can resurrect that thing in a glorified form! Does that make sense? Sometimes you are doing it for the wrong reasons and it needs to die so that then God can make it happen in a way that He gets all the glory.

I could tell you a thousand stories. Some of them are happening right now. There are things I need to die to today so that Christ can resurrect those things in a ways that would honor Him.

Verse 20

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.

Now, here’s the little ‘if’ statement: “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
That almost seems like a little bit of an indictment doesn’t it? If you had gotten here in time, you could have kept this from happening. I love the word ‘but’ right here. 

22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

Those words are underlined and circled in my Bible. Even now God will give you whatever you ask.  It almost seems like Martha is in denial. Like, ‘get a grip on reality, your brother is dead, why are you saying even now? You need to quit holding out hope and get on with grieving.’  But there is a reality that is more real than the things you can see and taste or touch or feel or smell. Listen to me, it is going to seem like you are out of touch with reality because you are hanging onto a reality that is more real than what you can perceive with your five senses. Those are the moments you’ve got to hang on to the promises of God. Hang on to the things that you know that you believe. 

What I love about this phrase is that it is really a comma. You could have kept it from happening but even now, Martha doesn’t put a period here. This is not the end of the sentence or the end of the story. I think there are two kinds of faith in this story. Mary says the exact same thing, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ But she didn’t include the second half of this. Martha has this addition, ‘I know that even now God will give You whatever You ask.’  I think the first half of this is what I would call preventative faith. Jot that down. Preventative faith is one dimension of faith. I think a lot of us have what I call preventative faith. We pray for traveling mercies, ‘God keep me safe and help me get where I’m going,’ or we pray a hedge of protection around our children. That’s great and I do that all the time for my kids. They bike all over the city so that’s great for my prayer life! I’m praying for them and nothing is wrong with them and I think someday we’ll praise God for answering preventative prayers when He reveals what He kept from happening. But I think there is a greater faith. It is one thing praying a preventative prayer. It is another thing believing that God can reverse the irreversible.  This is resurrection faith. Even now, God will give You whatever You ask.

Sometimes I feel like I’m in kindergarten, spiritually. We are having these morning prayer meetings at 7:14 and we are going to keep doing it. Why would we stop? I mentioned to the group this week, I’m loving it and I’m learning and I’m growing but I feel like I’m in kindergarten and I feel the same way when it comes to faith. I feel like my faith is growing but one of the things that has helped me, my faith is on fire these days because I have literally gotten hundreds of stories from people who have read The Circle Maker and it is building my faith when I hear about marriage that have been saved and miracles that have happened and prayers that have been answered and salvation and divine appointments. Almost every day, I read these testimonies and my faith gets on fire and my heart skips a beat, but here’s what I want you to see, when God does a miracle, I think sometimes we get content and say that’s great. But is it possible that when God does a miracle, the purpose is so that we have enough faith to believe God for something even bigger and better? 
I think sometimes we stop at a place but God wants more. I’m going to get theological for a moment. Zoom out and I want you to see that this miracle we’re reading about in John 11 is actually the seventh of seven miracles that are mentioned in John’s gospel. And John very intentionally tells stories about seven of the miracles that Jesus did. Hang with me and jot these down and go back and read them. By the way, if you are new to this thing, if you want to follow Jesus and don’t know where to get started, I think John’s gospel is a great starting point. Read through John’s gospel and it will give you a picture of who Jesus is. What you are going to find is that John writes about seven miracles in the life of Jesus.

The first one is in John 2 when He changes the molecular structure of water and turns it into wine. Awesome! Then the second miracle is in John 4, He heals a son but the key piece is that He doesn’t go and pray for him. It’s like this long distance miracle. So each one of these, maybe that first miracle, He is like the Lord of Chemistry or something and the second one, He is the Lord of Geography. He is omnipotent and omnipresent and He doesn’t even have to go there to heal him. He just says the word and he is healed. Then the third miracle is in John 5 and it’s the second half of this space-time deal, the first one was space and the second one was time. The man had been paralyzed for 38 years! At what point do you give up hope? Some of us wouldn’t even make it 38 days. With the Lord, a day is like a thousand years and a thousand years are like a day. If I’m convinced of anything, one of the things I’m seeing during this 40 days of fasting and prayer as we’ve been seeking God is that one of the revelations, better is one day in the courts of the Lord than a thousand elsewhere.  You know sometimes I say it this way, I’d rather have one God idea than a thousand good ideas. I think God can accomplish more in one day than us attempting things for 38 years. I live with this holy anticipation that God can invade the reality of your life at any moment and change everything. I think this miracle says that. Even if it’s been 38 years, today could be the day. Then John 6, I like food miracles so I love this one. Five loaves and two fish feed five thousand. Maybe He is the God of Multiplication. If you take what little you have in your hand and you put it in God’s hands, then five plus two doesn’t equal seven anymore, does it? They have more leftovers afterward than they began with. So Jesus is revealing his power and revealing his glory. And still in John 6, they are out on the boat and this storm sweeps in and Jesus says, ‘Peace, be still.’ He is the Lord of the Storm, Lord of the Elements, if you will. Then in John 9, they keep getting better and better, He heals a man who is born blind. I don’t have time to get into this but I love neurology so this is really not an issue of sight, it is synaptogenesis, there were no nerves from the visual cortex in the optic nerves. There were no connections. He was born blind and Jesus touches him and heals him and he receives his sight. That’s six. Then the miracle we’ve been talking about, number seven. 
It is all about Jesus revealing more and more of Himself. Why would He wait? Because He had already healed people and He had already done the long distance deal. And the storm, awesome but how about a fuller revelation of my power and my glory. So He shows up four days too late right on time.  Each one reveals a little more power and a little more glory. 

Please hear me. Sometimes you need to run out of wine, or you need to get sick, you need to get paralyzed, you need to run out of food or get stuck in a storm or you need to lose your sight or you need to die for God to reveal his full glory in your life. Do you believe that God can do one of these or maybe two or three of these? This is an all or none deal. If Jesus wasn’t raised from the dead, we are wasting our time! But if He was, all things are possible. There is no big or small, there is no big or small, all those categories are gone if Jesus walked out of the tomb 2,000 years ago. That’s why I live my life with a holy confidence, this holy anticipation of what God is going to do next. Here we go! 
This is resurrection faith in this story. What do you do when everything falls apart, everyone goes away, everything goes wrong? Where do you anchor your hope? Who or what is the ultimate authority in your life? Everybody I know is a person of faith. I never met someone who isn’t. The question is what is the focus of our faith. What do we put our faith in? I’m a person who made a decision to put my full faith in the Lordship of Jesus Christ believing at He is the Resurrection and the Life.

One last thought then we will keep going. Unbelief is putting your circumstances between you and God. Faith says I’m going to put God between me and my circumstances. I was just thinking about this today. I love to pray up on the rooftop at Ebenezers, our coffeehouse on Capitol Hill. I was up there praying today and this thought came to me, there are so many situations in my life that I feel like they are way beyond my wisdom and way beyond my ability, and I was like, ‘God, I so desperately need your help,’ and it was like there was this moment, ‘Mark, these opportunities or even these problems might be bigger than you but they are not bigger than Me.’  God is bigger than these things in your life! Those are the moments that you turn to God He reveals more of his glory. Even now. Even now.
I think if the resurrection teaches us anything, it teaches us that God is in the business of reversing the irreversible. He reverses weather systems and He reverses blindness and He reverses death itself. 

Verse 32

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

35 Jesus wept. 

That’s every kid’s favorite memory verse. Two words. But do those two words speak volumes to you like they do to me? It is awesome to me that we have a God who sheds tears over us. We have a God who loves us so much! We have a High Priest who is able to sympathize with our weaknesses because He is one of us. He cries over us. The Greek translation says that Jesus burst into tears. This is not some measured response. This is not tears welling up and biting the lip and holding it back. This is Jesus losing it! He is so overwhelmed with compassion for those that He loves that He begins to weep. We have a God who cries for us.
How many of you know that sometimes you just need a friend who has a shoulder to cry on? All of us need those friends once in a while, but sometimes you need a friend who isn’t just a shoulder to cry on, you need a friend who can do something about it. With Jesus, it is both. 
Verse 38

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
Do you know why many of us never experience a miracle? Because we are not willing to roll away the stone. Why? Because it is embarrassing. Here’s is one of my definitions of faith. Faith is the willingness to look foolish. You can’t read the Bible and come to any other conclusion. Noah looked foolish building a big boat in the desert! David look foolish with his little sling shot against the Philistine champion Goliath. Peter looked foolish stepping out of the boat onto the sea. Even Jesus looked foolish hanging half-naked on a cross. Faith is the willingness to look foolish. And the results speak for themselves. Noah was safe from the flood because he was willing to look foolish. I don’t care what other people think, I am obeying God. David probably felt a little foolish but he killed the giant. Peter walked on water and Jesus rose from the dead. If you aren’t willing to look foolish, you aren’t even going to get to square one when it comes to following the will of God and living by faith and experiencing the miracles that God wants to do. 

I understand this. We read it and we know what happens, but if they open the tomb and Lazarus doesn’t come out, what you would have is Jesus’ most embarrassing moment. I know there is a part of us thinking, ‘But it’s Jesus.’ I realize that! But what if it didn’t work? What if he hadn’t come out? But He is willing to look foolish. But if you aren’t willing to be embarrassed, you forfeit the miracle. You will never set yourself to experience it. You’ve got to make the decision, you have to roll the stone away. There are moments in life where you have to take a step of faith in order to experience what it is God wants to do in your life.

I appreciate what happens next. You have to understand ancient Jewish burial traditions. When Lazarus died, his feet would have been bound at the ankles and his hands would have been bound to his body with linen strips and then his body would have been wrapped in approximately 100 pounds of grave clothes to preserve the body. And some scholars believe that the head itself was wrapped with so many linens that it would measure a foot wide. Are you thinking of that mental picture? A mummy is literally the image that comes to mind. By the way, I think there are two miracles here. One is the resurrection and the other is how in the world did Lazarus even get up and get of the tomb! I don’t think he walked out. I think he hopped out. I think he did the Lazarus.  This is one where I want the audio pages! Sometimes, thank God for the written Word but I want to hear, ‘Let there be light,’ and see the universe begin to come into existence. I want to hear Jesus say, ‘Peace, be still,’ in that storm. And I want to hear Lazarus come out. I think there must have been this holy, humble boldness as he spoke into that tomb and knew that death could not resist the life that was in Him because He is the resurrection and the life.

I think this is a picture of what Jesus Christ wants to do for each one of us.  We think of sin and righteousness as right or wrong, good or bad. But it is more than that. It is life and death. When we sin, and it doesn’t matter the shape or size it comes in, it can range from greed to pride to lust to anger, when we sin, part of us dies. It is like grave clothes are wrapped around our hearts. It is like our hearts are embalmed and entombed. It is like we stop living and we start dying. And if we keep sinning and we keep trying to live apart from the grace of God, before you know it, you are going to be buried alive. For some of you, the weight of sin feels like a hundred pounds of burial cloth. But Jesus is calling into your tomb. He is calling you out. He is saying, ‘Mark, come out!’ And when you put your faith in Jesus Christ, you step out of death and you step into life. 
The baptisms that we are celebrating this weekend, when you go under the water, it symbolizes a death to self, but when you come back up, it symbolizes the new life that we have in Christ. It is a second chance. It is a fresh start. It is a new lease on life. That is what happens when you put your faith in Jesus Christ.

Let me close with this. I’ve skipped a couple verses, but I want to end at verse 23 and go back to this one part of the story.

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

This is quite a claim. Honestly, it is what sets Christianity apart from every other religion. They don’t claim divinity, let alone that they are still dead. They don’t claim power over death but Jesus Christ stands alone and He proclaims I am the resurrection and the life. In other words, I have power over death itself. And I think this is where a lot of people get stuck. I think most people believe that Jesus was a great teacher or a prophet. Most would acknowledge that He was compassionate and wise, but He didn’t claim to be a wise prophet or a compassion healer. That’s not who He claimed to be. He claimed to be the Son of God. And what that means is that we are left with only two choices – either He was or He wasn’t. It is not a multiple choice question, it is true or false. Is Jesus the Son of God? If the answer is false, we are wasting our time. If the answer is true, then the only logical response is a complete submission of my life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.
A couple years ago, I read an interview with Bono. The interviewer asked this question, “Christ has his rank among the world’s greatest thinkers, but Son of God? Isn’t that a little far-fetched?”  Bono is not a theologian, he is a musician, but I like his answer. It is logical and theological. He said:

No, it is not far-fetched to me. The secular response to the Christ story always goes like this, He was a great prophet who had a lot to say along the line of other great prophets, Elijah, Mohammed, Buddha, Confucius, but actually Christ doesn’t allow you that. He doesn’t let you off that hook. Christ says, ‘I’m not a teacher, don’t call me a teacher. I’m not saying I’m a prophet, I’m saying I’m the Messiah. I am God incarnate.’ And people say no, just be a prophet. A prophet we can take. So what you are left with is either Christ was who He said He was, the Messiah, or a complete nutcase.  

Not bad for a singer. The only thing that would have been better is if he would have sung it.

Jesus makes a unique claim. He says I am the resurrection. Either He is or He isn’t, no in between. Either He is right or He is wrong. There is no middle ground. The question is – do we choose to believe He is or He isn’t.

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

This is Martha’s profession of faith. You can make the same profession today. Easter 2012. What a day! Romans 10:9-10 says if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.

Let’s pray.

Father, we thank You and praise You today for your grace, for your power, for your love, for your mercy. Lord, right now we receive it. God, I pray for those at all of our locations could be at very different places spiritually, but God I pray that no one would walk out of one of our services without an understanding that there has been an invitation extended. God I pray for those who are ready to cross that line of faith, who are ready to surrender their life to your Lordship, who are ready to follow You, who are ready to confess with their mouths that Jesus is Lord and believe in their hearts that You raised Him from the dead. God right now I rejoice for those who in their hearts are making that profession of faith. The angels in heaven are rejoicing. Lord it is just the beginning. I pray for those who are making that profession of faith that we as a church would come alongside them and welcome them to the family. God I pray that You would help us help them in this journey of faith as all of us try to come more and more like You. We love You and thank You, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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