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How’s everybody doing? I’m a little off balance because for about five years every Saturday night around 5:00, I’m preaching at Ebenezers but you may notice that the backdrop is a little bit different as we make the move to Barracks Row on Saturday nights. Can I remind you why we are doing that? We would like for you to be able to invite someone to church! The bottom line is that we ran out of space at our coffee house, so we thought we’d bring the coffee over here so you can invite friends to be part of what God is doing in National Community Church and in this city. 

I am excited about continuing our ‘If” series. If you have a Bible, turn to John 15. Let me frame our thoughts a little bit as we prepare to jump into God’s Word. A few years ago, a study was done at the San Francisco Exploratorium. Visitors were randomly surveyed and asked two questions: 1) is the height of the highest redwood more or less than 1,200 feet? And, question 2) what is your best guess about the height of the tallest redwood?  Other participants were asked very similar questions. 1) Is the height of the highest redwood more or less than 180 feet? And 2) shat is your best guess about the height of the tallest redwood tree?   I can see your wheels turning so go ahead and formulate your guess. The heights that were mentioned are called anchors. Researchers wanted to see if the height mentioned might affect the estimate that people give. The results were pretty convincing. In fact, the estimates were radically different. The high anchor or 1,200 feet and the low anchor of 180 feet produced these average answers. Those who were given that 1,200 foot anchor, their average guess was 844 feet. Those who were given the low anchor, their average estimate was 282 feet. So there was a 562 foot difference between their estimates. That is called the anchoring effect. It is pretty simple and it affects every part of our lives. We anchor to certain things and it affects our psychology. Retailers know what they are doing! If you go in and buy a $15 item for $15, you don’t feel so good about that because you paid full price. But these retailers will not only mark it up to $18 and take 20% off, so you buy it for $15 and you’re feeling pretty good! You got a deal! The anchor was different. We do this with our kids. If I want them home at 11:00, am I going to tell them they need to be home at 11:00? No! I’m going to tell them 10:00 because they are going to ask for midnight! And I need to be able to compromise with them! Then I am the good guy! ‘My Dad said 10:00 but then he went to 11:00!’ 
Let me add a little twist. Last weekend, Lora and I were out at the Dream Center in Los Angeles. I had the opportunity to preach there. It is an incredible ministry to that city. The Dream Center bought the old Queen of Angels hospital. This is where the majority of the city was born. It was a huge hospital and they bought it and started renovating floor after floor and they are ministering to everybody from homeless kids on the street.  A couple of girls who were rescued out of prostitution gave their testimony, and a girl out of sex trafficking and drug addicts, they are taking people in off the streets and radical transformation is happening in their lives. It was such an incredible thing to see firsthand. I’ll be honest with you, when we flew out there last weekend, I was feeling pretty good about our vision as a church. After seeing that ministry and seeing the hundreds and hundreds of lives that are being transformed, all of a sudden, our dream seemed a little bit smaller and it was like the Lord was sending me back to my knees to see what we can do. Maybe we need to dream a little bigger and pray a little harder. Amen!

It was an anchoring effect. It recalibrated me. 

So let’s take that and apply it to Scripture.  I think Philippians 4:8 is a good example. If anything is good or right or pure or just, think about such things. In other words, anchor yourself to those things that are good. Anchor yourself to righteousness. If you are thinking about bad stuff all the time, it’s like, let me just throw down my anchor in a place that is no good. You are going to shrivel and die. You’ve got to anchor yourself.

Hebrews 6 uses the word. It literally talks about our hope being anchored to the promises of God. 

Maybe think of it as a boat anchor. Is that helpful? You need to drop your anchor someplace where God wants you to be. It’s the anchoring effect. We’ve got to anchor ourselves to the Word of God.
Interestingly enough, you know we usually pronounce a benediction at the end of our services. Often is it Ephesians 3:20 Now to Him who is about to do immeasurably more than all we can ask or imagine according to his power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and throughout all generations.  In a sense, I never really thought about it but what we are doing is, before we leave today, let’s anchor ourselves to that promise. Let’s remind ourselves that God is able. We are anchoring ourselves to the things of God. If you anchor yourself to the newspaper? No! You’ve got to anchor yourself to the good news! If you anchor yourself to your circumstances? But if you anchor yourself to the promises of God, it changes the game.
John 15:1

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 

If we are honest with each other, I would say that 90% of our prayers revolve around our personal comfort, as if God’s goal is our uninterrupted comfort. The truth is, God’s goal is his glory and his goal is not that we would live in comfort. In fact, I’ve found that usually it takes discomfort for me to experience spiritual growth and that’s God goal. He is described as a gardener. He is going to cultivate you. He is going to prune you. He is going to plant things. He is going to plow things. He is going to pull up weeds in your heart so you can bear much fruit. That is his goal. His goal is your growth.
When you pray for God to bless you, I think what you are really asking when you say, ‘God bless me, help me, bless me,’ what you are really praying is, ‘Lord, make my life more difficult.’  What you are really praying is, ‘Lord, complicate my life.’ That’s what the blessings of God will do. This is why many of us are stuck and frustrated and discouraged because we think that it should get easier to follow Jesus. But it gets harder. I’m just saying that God gives you more to do. He gives you bigger things to do. He wants you to bear much fruit.  In the early days, I was like, ‘Please God grow this church, please bring people. God, would you grow it?’  But really what I was saying is, ‘God, would you complicate my life incredibly?’  It is not easier, it is harder! Read the parable of the talents and here’s what you’ll see – the reward for work well done is not an extended vacation or early retirement, is it? The reward for good work is more work! Thank you? Right. You did a great job so I’m going to give you more to do! But the goal is our growth. God is a gardener and the objective is that we would produce fruit. I don’t think, in all my years of following Christ, I’ve ever been in a season like this. I don’t know if it’s because I’m spending a lot more time on my knees these days or if it’s because I feel so stretched that I feel such a tremendous reliance upon the Lord day by day. But this week, I was writing in my journal and I feel like God is plowing my heart. I don’t know how else to describe it. He is plowing things and planting seeds in my heart. It’s like I don’t even know who I was two months ago because I feel like God is cultivating things in me, a sensitivity to his Holy Spirit. 
Obviously, we are all hitting our knees and the goal is to cultivate a spirit of humility, that we would live on our knees. The first thing I do every morning, well, I guess I hit my snooze button, but then the first thing I do is take my pillow and slide it off the bed, because I’ve got a couple of reconstructed knees and it is hard for me to kneel, but then I get down next to my bed and my first words are ‘O God I give you praise, your mercies are new every morning. This is the day that the Lord has made,’ then I drift off the sleep and wake back up, ‘Lord I bless You and thank You!’ Then I’m praying for Lora and for my family and after just a few weeks of doing that, I’m thinking to myself, what did I do all these years? What did I do? How did I begin my day? How could I not begin my day telling the Lord I love Him and that He is the most important thing to me and that I want to know Him more and serve Him more. God is changing me. I’ll be honest, it is not easy and it is painful because the Lord prunes.
The word ‘prunes’ is an interesting word. It means to purify, or a thorough cleansing. It means to purge or to throw out all the old junk, spring cleaning. It means to prune which means to cut off the dead branches. Are there things in your life that are not producing fruit? Are there some things in your life that are permissible but not beneficial? Or maybe there is sin in your life. You need to confess that and once you confess that, God begins to prune that part of your life. I’m pretty sure that there are certain parts of you that need to die for you to come to life. Until those things die, you are dying! You are dying because they aren’t dead. What kinds of things am I talking about? I don’t know about you but I’ve got some pride that needs to be pruned? How do you prune that? Here’s a thought. Say you’ve been gossiping about someone. Go to that person and confess it. Say, ‘Listen, I’ve been saying some things about you that I wouldn’t say to your face and the Lord has convicted me and I want to apologize and ask if you would forgive me.’  And I promise you if you do that, your pride will be pruned.  

There is greed in our hearts. How does God prune the greed? I know of no other way than I need to give more. I need to be more generous. I need to share more instead of hording things for myself. When I see a person with a need, I need to give it to them. What happens then is greed is pruned in my heart as I begin to give. 

Sin is life a tumor in your body. In one way, is there anything crazier than this idea of chemotherapy where something has to be killed in your body? Why do we do that? If that thing doesn’t die, we don’t have life. So what we need to do is isolate those things. I’m just saying is there something in your life that needs to be pruned? And would you have the courage to say, ‘God, I’m not satisfied with where I’m at. I want to go to the next level. I want more of your presence in my life and I want more grace and more power and I want to know You better.’  But that means that some things are going to have to be pruned in your heart so we can bear much fruit.

I want to take a moment here. Do you know the parable of the sower? I really think it is the parable of the soil. I want to ask you a question since we are talking in horticulture terms with vine and branches and pruning. Let me use this parable that Jesus taught and overlay it on this passage. The question really is what kind of soil are we? There were four types of soil. You have your seed that falls on the path and it says that the enemy comes and snatches it away before it can take root. See, some of us read the Bible or we hear a message and it’s in one ear and out the other. It doesn’t really take root in our Spirit because the soil is not taking root and the enemy comes to kill, steal and destroy. The enemy comes to steal. But one of the things I’ve been praying lately and I hope you like this as much as I do because God is giving new revelation in some of his names and who He is and his character. I love Revelation where He is the Amen. The Amen! So when I say amen at the end of my prayers, it is different because I am declaring the name of God. So be it. The amen. And one of the things I’ve been praying, especially for my kids, is this idea of the Holy Spirit. If the enemy is a stealer, the Holy Spirit is a sealer. The Bible says that He seals salvation in our hearts. But I think it is more than that. I think the Holy Spirit can seal thoughts in our mind and revelation in our hearts. So one of the things I’ve been praying is that the Holy Spirit would Ziploc, that He would seal grace and power and love in my heart. I pray that whatever He has started in your life, that the Holy Spirit would come and seal those things so that the enemy doesn’t snatch them away. And one of the ways to do that is a prayer journal. My prayer journal, I’m killing trees. 

Oh, I never did tell you how tall the tallest redwood is! How many of you that was really bothering you? That was totally unplanned. 379.1 feet.  That’s about 38 stories tall. Planted in good soil?

Second type of soil – shallow soil. It takes root but doesn’t go deep. I think these are intellectual Christians. They are all about the information but the transformation isn’t really happening. It’s got to go deeper than that. I think most of us are educated way beyond the level of our obedience already. I don’t think we need more information. What we need is for he Word of God to take root in our hearts and affect the change that it needs to affect. I’ll talk about this more in a few minutes but if you’ll read through the Bible, you’ll get through the Bible. But if you pray through the Bible, the Bible will get through you. There is a world of difference between those two things. I had professors that it was almost like they stood in judgment on Scripture. The critical theorist that would stand and judge the Word of God. That’s a scary place to be in because Hebrews 4:12 says that it is Scripture that judges the thoughts and attitudes of our hearts. If you want to understand Scripture, you need to stand under it. You need to submit yourself and humble yourself before the Word of God so it can take root in your heart.

The third kind of soil is the weeds. We get distracted. Other things are more important to us than seeking the Lord.

Finally, there is good soil. This is the kind of soil we want to be. It produces a crop and the Scripture says 100 times what is sown. Some people take that as if they give, they will get 100 times as much. You may, but that’s not what this is teaching. What this is saying is when a seed, which is the Word of God, is planted in the soil of your heart, it is going to produce a bumper crop! 30, 60, 100 times! Sometimes, it is material but more than that it is spiritual. It is about being the kind of soil where we can produce so much fruit for the Lord Jesus because his Word is taking root in our hearts.

Eight times the word ‘remain’ is repeated. If you remain in Me and I remain in you; if my Word remains in you. What’s interesting is when you hear that word, and here’s where I want you to start taking notes, jot these down, I think that it seems passive to us. The word ‘remain’ feels static but it is anything but. It is aggressive, offensive, active verb. In fact, it means to steadfastly and continuously, in other words, if you steadfastly and continuously remain in Me and my Word, then…
A couple of definition, it is a multi-faceted word but if it is repeated eight times in eight verses, I think we probably ought to know what this means. In fact, if it says we can’t do anything apart from remaining in Him, how many of you think we ought to know what this means. If this says that the only way you are going to bear fruit is if you remain, then we ought to understand. What I’m trying to say is that this is a very important word. It means to keep on keeping on. It is the idea of not giving up. Praise God for what He did yesterday but I’m going to keep pressing on and pressing in. It means to hold fast or the idea of white-knuckling something. You are going to hang onto God Word and clutch it. It means to stay overnight. Isn’t that interesting? It is like pulling an all-nighter, like saying, ‘God I don’t need sleep as much as I need You.’  

By the way, I’m so excited because we are going to do a Pentecost fast later on in a few months and I’m excited because I think we are going to do a 24-hour prayer vigil.  We’ve never done anything like that but I think it would be a good thing to do. I think it would be a good thing for us to have 24 hours of praising the Lord and praying and seeing what God can do.

It means to stand still. That sounds passive but think of it as Exodus 14:14. The Egyptian army and the Red Sea, what does the Lord say? He says, ‘Stand still. Do not panic for you will see the deliverance of the Lord.’ It is standing still when everything within you says you need to run as fast and as far as you can. No. God is going to show up in his timing and He is going to come through. Sometimes you need to plant your feet and anchor yourself to the promises of God. Faith is putting God between you and your circumstances. Lack of faith is putting your circumstances between you and God. I’m just going to stand on the Word of God.

Here’s what’s funny, it means to stand still but it also means to be moved! How cool is this word! This is awesome! Then I think of Haggai 1:14. The Lord stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel. When you remain in the Lord, God begins to stir your spirit in different ways because you are connected to Him. He begins to give you the desires of your heart. Psalms 37 Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of the Lord.   What it means is He will conceive new desires within you and you will be moved.
The word also means to tarry. Now we are going old school. It’s a classic word and it comes out of this idea in Acts 1:4. I want to give you another picture. Do not leave Jerusalem but tarry, but the gift my Father promised. So they remained for 10 days. All you have to do is remain. Isn’t that good news! You don’t make this stuff happen, you just remain. Our whole deal this year is to get into God’s presence. If you’ve got a problem, that’s where you are going to find the solution. If you’ve got an addiction, that’s where you’re going to find deliverance. If you don’t know what to do, that’s where you are going to get revelation. When you feel weak, how are you going to get strong? You’ve got to get into God’s presence. And when you get into God’s presence and you tarry in his presence, I’ve said this a thousand times around here, you can’t make Pentecost happen but if you hang out praying and waiting and tarrying and remaining for 10 days in an upper room seeking God’s face, then Pentecost might happen. What if we came to church and said, ‘We are not leaving. We are not leaving until I feel like what the Lord has promised me is given.’  I’ve found that sometimes you have to, and please take this in the right spirit, listen, we are saved on the merits of Jesus Christ, it is a free gift, you can’t earn it. God doesn’t show favoritism. But I think sometimes after we are saved, we are children and we are being sanctified and we are growing spiritually, sometimes there are moments where you’ve got to show God that you are serious. You say, ‘God, I mean business! I’m just going to plant myself on my knees and seek your face because I don’t want to stay who I am.’ I want to press in further.

I love all of this. I love all of these different meanings. Let me get real practical. The idea here is that if you remain in Me and my Words remain in you, what we are talking about is the Word of God. In that parable, Jesus said specifically the Word of God. We are talking about Scripture. We are talking about the Bible. That’s how we remain in Him, if his Word remains in us. Does that mean we just read it? No! Let me talk about seven levels of remaining, anchoring, tarrying, whatever, seven ways we can abide in the Word of God. This is so critical because if we aren’t abiding in the Word every day and then we wonder why we feel distance from God or disconnect. By the way, the shortest distance between you and God is the distance between the knees and the floor. Just get on your knees in genuine humility, the Lord responds to that. You want to get into God’s presence, one of the surest ways is to get into God’s Word. When you open the Bible, God opens his mouth. Does that mean that every time we read the Bible, we have revival? No, but maybe that’s because we aren’t reading it the right way. 

Let me talk about these seven ways and you can jot them down.

Number one – read it! Let me be specific. What if we gave God the first word? What if we said, ‘God, I’m going to give You the first word every day?’ What if we let the Word of God have the first word in our life? Wouldn’t that be like tuning into his frequency? I think it would change us. The truth is, you can’t just read the Bible. It wasn’t meant to be read, it was meant to be what I’m about to say.
Number two – study it! Get a study Bible. The greatest scholars from one hundred years ago would have to go through a thousand books to get the same kind of information that’s available to us. But we’ve got to study to show ourselves approved. You can’t take the text out of context. You’ve got to understand the history and some of the theology. You’ve got to drill down. The Bible was written primarily in Hebrew and Greek. That does not mean that you need to learn those languages, but it doesn’t hurt if you begin to familiarize yourself. And you can get a book by someone who has learned that language to help you begin to understand it.  So read it and study it.

Then, three, you begin to meditate on it. A Jewish rabbi said that every word of Scripture has 70 faces and 600,000 meanings. I love that. I don’t think you ever get to the bottom of the Word of God.  As far down as you anchor, there is always going to be more there. But you’ve got to begin to meditate on it. I know lots of people who could pronounce the Greek words and even spell them in Greek. They can tell you every Greek word for love but they don’t love people. What we need to do is we need to allow the same Spirit that inspired the writers of Scripture to illuminate our minds. We need to read it as an act of humility, saying, ‘God, I submit myself to your Word, would You, Holy Spirit, speak to me?’ If you don’t, listen, how did the enemy come after Jesus? By quoting Scripture! The problem is that if it is not the Spirit of God, if you don’t have a spirit of humility, here’s what happen, it is just the letter of the law and my Bible tells me that the letter of the law kills. It has to be the Spirit of God in us that receives the Word of God. And meditating on it means that you think about it. You turn it over and over and you journal. You take one of these words, like the word tarry, and you think when was the last time I spent an hour in prayer. Or you take that word like pull an all-nighter and you wonder if maybe God should have the last word. End the day with the Word of God on my frontal lobe and when I fall asleep, I’m going to trust that the Word of God is going to soak in. You don’t just read it and study it, you meditate on it.

Number four – memorize it! Thy Word I have hid in my heart that I might not sin against you.  Did you know that orthodox Jews memorize all 5,422 pages of the Babylonian Talmud?  If a pin was stuck through the Talmud, they knew it so well, they could tell you which words it passed through on every page.  Six year olds would go, and according to one tradition, they would have a plate when they began their training in the synagogue at six years old and the teacher would coat it with honey and have the students lick it off and then the rabbi would quote Psalm 119 where Thy Word is like honey on my lips and then the child would begin to study it and by the time they were 10 years old, they had the entire Torah memorized. Are you feeling a little lazy right now?  When you read the Word of God, it is re-wiring your mind so that when the Bible says to let the mind of Christ be in you, what’s the mind of Christ? It is the Word of God. So you begin to integrate it into your mind and it becomes your mindset! But you can’t just read it, study it, meditate on it, you need to memorize it!
Number five – personalize it! What’s that? I like underlining stuff and circling promises. Jewish kings were required to make a personal copy of the law in their own hand-writing before they took the throne. It would be like saying to the President, ‘Hey, we’re going to need you to make an entire hand-written copy of the Constitution.’  There was something in that process and they were required to have it on their person at all times. It says the regular reading will prevent him from becoming proud because he is anchored to the Word of God. And when you are anchored to God’s Word, it prunes the pride in your heart. It is preventative medicine. It says it will also prevent him from turning away from these commands in the smallest way.  So you need to personalize it. For me, Luke 2:52, I’ve prayed thousands of times for my kids to grow in wisdom and stature and favor with God and with man. What I did was take this description of Jesus, his entire growing up, and I thought if we’re supposed to be like Jesus, then it is probably ok for me to take that description of Jesus’ entire growing up years and turn it into a prayer and pray it for my kids and believe it. That’s me personalizing the Word of God. And we named Ebenezers hitherto the Lord has helped us, but if you look at the coffee cup sleeve, you’ll see the initials SFSG that stands for So Far So God. It is not so far so good, good has nothing to do with it. God has everything to do with it. So Far So God. See, you take Scripture and you begin to personalize it.

Number six – pray through it! Pray through it. I don’t have much time right now but I got an email from someone, so many answers to prayer during the 21-day Prayer Challenge, I know that many of us are still holding on and believing and as I said, the goal is not to get the answer on Day 21, the goal is that on Day 22, you are still praying. It is about cultivating prayer habits. So many stories, this one, Day 2, husband and wife that attend this church were praying for a job application and Day 2 they got the call and didn’t get the job. But they resolved to just keep praying. They kept praying and they said when the door closed, the Lord used it to bring them closer to Him and to rely upon Him more. Just a little observation, sometimes some of the bad things that happen in our lives are some of the best things that happen. Then you can’t just casually remain. You’ve got to get on your knees in raw dependence upon the Lord and press in and then you begin to abide and remain in Him a little bit more and that’s what happened. This one has a great ending. On the last three days of the 21-day Prayer Challenge, and this is where we talk about anchoring and remaining in the Word and standing on the promises, the Lord led this person to pray through the Book of Daniel and they said specifically in Chapter 9 as they were reading this, literally, O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, O Lord pay attention and act. Then these words, delay not for your own sake O my God. Then said something happened. They had been praying delay not but they hadn’t been circling that Scripture but something happened as they were reading it, it jumped off the page and into their spirits and they said, ‘Delay not!’ So the 21-day Prayer Challenge ended on January 31st. The next day, February 1st around 1:30 in the afternoon, she got a voicemail from her husband and he got a job offer to clerk for a judge effective in September. She was crying while listening to his excited voice. She immediately fell on her knees praying and thanking God for the miracle. By the way, then the Lord provided a second job that would start immediately and go until that September job would start. Sometimes you’ve just got to pray through it.
Finally, you’ve got to live it! You’ve got to obey it. You can’t just read it, study it or meditate it, you’ve got to live it out. You’ve got to put it into practice.

James says Do not merely listen to the Word and so deceive yourself. The Latin word there for ‘listen’ is where we get our word ‘audit.’  

Nothing more deeply concerns my heart as the pastor of this church than to think about people who are just auditing. Some of you know I’m talking to you right now. You are just listening to it. Maybe you are frustrated. Maybe you got the information and wondering where is the transformation. I want to tell you something, the issue is not that we tried the Bible and it has failed. The reason why we doubt it is because we haven’t done it. If we would do it, then God would begin. There is some revelation that only happens when you take a step of faith and say I’m going to obey it. I think in the area of financial stewardship and tithing, that’s a great example. There are few things scarier than when you can barely pay the bills and then to say I’m going to circle Malachi 3 and believe that somehow if I honor God with the first 10% of my income, somehow God is going to make provision for me, and wham! I mean, you can study that until you get your 17th promotion 34 years from now, or you can obey it. And it is not until you obey it that you begin to see and understand what the Word of God really means.

Someone has said that you may be the only Bible that some people read. You’ve got to live this thing! If you want to be a good translation of the Bible, I’m laughing at myself because it’s the people who do the bumper sticker thing, please for all of us, if you are going to put a bumper sticker on your car, drive to glorify the Lord Jesus!  I’m still going to honk at you!
If you remain in Me and my Words remain in you. Are you ready for this? If you remain in Me and my Words remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it will be done for you.  Oh! But Pastor Mark, aren’t you venturing into risky territory there? Whatever you wish? Yes. If you are abiding in Jesus, then you aren’t going to want anything that is contrary to his character. You aren’t going to ask for anything that would undermine your growth if you are abiding in Jesus. If you are praying in his name, it means to pray in the will of God for the glory of God in the character of God for his glory, not for your comfort. 

God is not a genie in a bottle. Our wish is not his command. His command better be our wish. And if it is and if we are abiding in Him and He is abiding in us, then you begin to live your life with a holy confidence and a humble boldness. It is bold but it is humble. It is humble but it is bold because you are standing on the Word of God. It is not your authority that you are operating in. It is the authority of the Word of God. It is your authority as a child of God. Live it!

God, we bless You and praise You and we give You thanks. Lord, our desire is to abide in You and let your Word abide in us. God, let your Word take root in our hearts and bear fruit in our lives. God, I pray that we would not be those who only listen to the Word. God, transform us by the power of your Word that does not return void. Let your Word accomplish the task for which it was sent. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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