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I have a few places where I go when I need to dream big or pray hard or think long. I spend a lot of time on the rooftop of Ebenezers Coffeehouse. Sometimes I’ll spend half a day at the National Cathedral or the National Gallery of Art. I love the Lincoln Memorial at night. The Lincoln is where Martin Luther King gave his ‘I Have a Dream’ speech on August 28, 1963.  Washington D.C. is filled with memorials to Civil War heroes, among them, Ulysses S. Grant and of course our 16th President Abraham Lincoln. It was Lincoln who held the Union together during the Civil War. It was Lincoln who signed the Emancipation Proclamation. But it was also Abraham Lincoln who credited a young mother named Harriet Beecher Stowe with starting the roar and ending slavery. Harriet was born into the most distinguished family of clergymen in America. Her father was considered the greatest orator in America. That mantle was then passed down to her brother, Harry Ward Beecher. But it was Harriet who would have the greatest impact on American history. It was a Sunday morning in 1851 during a communion service when Harriet had a vision of an old slave being beaten to death. That vision left her so shaken that she could hardly keep from weeping. She walked home from church with her children and skipped lunch and immediately started writing down this vision God had given her as words poured from her pen. When she ran out of paper, she found brown grocery paper and continues to write. When she finally stopped and read what she had written, she could hardly believe what she had written. She said that God wrote the book, she just put the words on paper. In January of 1852, a year after Harriet Beecher Stowe’s vision, the 45-chapter manuscript was ready for publication. The publisher, John P. Jewett didn’t think the book would sell many copies, but 3,000 copies were sold the first day. The entire first printing was sold out by the end of the second day. The third and fourth printings were sold out before the book was even reviewed. The book that Jewett didn’t think would sell many copies ended up in almost every house in America, including the White House. No novel has had a greater effect upon the conscience of a nation than Harriet Beecher Stowe’s vision, also known as Uncle Tom’s Cabin. When Harriet met President Lincoln, he said, “So you’re the little woman who started this great war!”  Never underestimate the power of one prayer. God can do anything through anyone who circles their big dream with bold prayers. God can use the bold prayer of an old sage to end a drought or the bold pen of a young mother to end slavery.  If you have the courage to circle your dream in prayer, you never know how or when or where God might answer it.
Well, if honest Abe was being honest, and he probably was, then the Civil War, the Emancipation Proclamation and the end of slavery in America can be traced back to this little lady who started this big war and that can be traced back to a genesis moment, if you will.  A moment when she heard the voice of God; a moment when a vision was conceived in prayer.

I think that sometimes we think that God isn’t doing what He did in the Bible anymore but I happen to think that God is still seated on the throne and if we do what they did in the Bible, then God is going to do what He did in the Bible!  In fact, I want to suggest that if we had time to just share testimonies of what God has done in our lives, what we would recognize is not only is God doing what He did, He is doing even greater things. There are miracles happening all around all the time. It’s just sometimes we aren’t aware of everything He is doing.

That’s why, during this series, I love sharing some prayer testimonies of the way God is working. I’ve got a few up my sleeve this weekend.

So welcome! We are in the “Circle Maker” series talking about prayer. We are going to jump right in. If you have a Bible you can turn to Daniel Chapter 10.  It’s interesting, I did a lot of reading this week and a lot of praying and that means it was a good week. By the way, can I just say that I’m so excited about what God is doing here at National Community Church. Our times of early morning prayer have been wonderful, rich times seeking the Lord’s face. I know that individually many of you are seeking God on your own during these 21 days with a little bit more intensity and a little bit more consistency and great things are coming out of that. But I’m also encouraged by what I see God doing in some different places. On Wednesday, I caught a 5:00 a.m. train out of Union Station up to Penn Station out to Long Island and I talked to some pastors out there. Then we gathered for a good old-fashioned prayer meeting that night. I preached about The Circle Maker and I’m on a train back to D.C. I got back at 1:30 in the morning and not long before I get here, the pastor texted me and said, “You need to know we are still praying!”  Then Friday night, I was up at a church in Baltimore for a 10:00 prayer service. There were severe weather warnings, which in this part of the country, shuts us down. If there is a chance of snow, don’t leave the house. But hundreds of people came out for that prayer meeting and when I left around midnight, they were just getting started. 
So I’m so excited that we are part of this and I believe that we are setting the tone for the rest of the year.  So I’ve been reading and praying this week and I thought I’d share this one little thing up front. I found it interesting. In 1952, Albert Einstein was asked an interesting question by a Princeton doctoral student who said, “What original dissertation research is left?” That’s a good question to ask of Albert Einstein since he kind of discovered everything! He is the guy who pulled back the veil on the natural world and discovered things that, to that point, had been unknown and revealed the laws of nature, if you will. I love his answer! I had never heard this before. Einstein’s answer was, “Find out about prayer.”  Natural laws are one thing. There are some supernatural laws at work and if we can understand those, the game changes. So we began this series saying, ‘Lord, teach us to pray.’ And that’s still where I’m at. I’m still learning and I believe God is going to teach us something this weekend.
Daniel Chapter 10

1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel (who was called Belteshazzar). Its message was true and it concerned a great war. The understanding of the message came to him in a vision.
I’m reading this and I’m thinking about Harriet and the great war and the vision.
2 At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks.

3 I ate no choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.
Can I make an observation here? I believe that if you want to nurture what the Lord is doing in you and speaking in you, if you want to gain some momentum and keep moving in the direction of what God is doing, sometimes you have to make some sacrifices. You can’t keep doing what you’ve always done if you want God to do something different.  What I see in Daniel, I saw the same thing in Nehemiah when he got his vision from the Lord. What did they do? They fasted! See, our MO this year is get into the presence of God. That’s where problems are solved and where dreams are conceived. That’s where all the good stuff happens. You get into the presence of God. How do you get into the presence of God? Prayer is one way you do it. But if you want to go a little bit further a little bit faster, let me tell you how to do it. You fast! Fasting gets you there faster. I don’t know how else to say it. That’s my experience. Somehow, some way, when I am fasting, my spirit is opened a little bit wider and my ears tune just a little bit more to what God has to say. So I think this is pivotal that Daniel is so moved by this vision that for three weeks he fasts. Can I ask you this question – are you serious? Are you hungry? Do you want to see God move in your life in a fresh new way? I better be careful because some of you are here for the first time and this is not one of those legalistic churches where you earn the good graces of God. There is only one way you get into the good graces of God and that’s by virtue of what Jesus Christ did on the cross for you. He paid the penalty for sin. He did it all so all the glory belongs to Him. So if He is willing to go to the cross, what am I willing to do? He said to the disciples, ‘Take up your cross daily and follow Me.’ Part of that means spiritual disciplines. Disciplines are disciplines and they are hard. They aren’t always fun. But I’ve found that when I’m disciplined, at the end of the day I’m so glad I was! It feels a lot better than being undisciplined. You know what I’m saying! In the moment, it is hard, but Daniel has the discipline here to nurture what God is doing. Verse 4
4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I was standing on the bank of the great river, the Tigris,

5 I looked up and there before me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold round his waist.

6 His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.
7 I, Daniel, was the only one who saw the vision; the men with me did not see it, but such terror overwhelmed them that they fled and hid themselves.

8 So I was left alone, gazing at this great vision; I had no strength left, my face turned deathly pale and I was helpless.

9 Then I heard him speaking, and as I listened to him, I fell into a deep sleep, my face to the ground.

10 A hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees.

11 He said, Daniel, you who are highly esteemed, consider carefully the words I am about to speak to you, and stand up, for I have now been sent to you. And when he said this to me, I stood up trembling.

12 Then he continued, Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in response to them.

13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia.

14 Now I have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come.
Ok, this is the passage that pulls back the curtain, pulls back the veil and gives us a glimpse into what is happening in the spiritual realm. It gives us a picture of what spiritual warfare looks like. I want to talk about that because I think sometimes we pray and it’s almost like, have you ever watched a sport? Parker started playing Rugby last year and I didn’t know the rules or the language so I was watching it and I didn’t totally get the game and I didn’t enjoy it until I learned the rules. Once I figured out how the game was played, it was pretty cool. I began to understand what I was seeing. I think many of us are like, we don’t even understand the rules of prayer and we don’t understand spiritual warfare, and because of that, we just sort of watch it but don’t totally understand it. Well let’s study this and see what’s going on because I think it can help us as we say, ‘Lord, teach us to pray.’

Now, I want to talk about three things here. I believe there is a genesis moment or a genesis prayer. ‘Since the first day,’ a prayer that sets in motion this dream becoming reality. Then you’ve got a season here of good old-fashioned spiritual warfare. By the way, how many of you, during these 21 days, anybody experience a little bit more spiritual warfare in your life? I’ve had a few days that I have experienced what I perceive as an attack from the enemy messing with my emotions at certain moments. Even relational, I realize I need to circle my family in prayer a little bit more. You don’t have to live in fear because He that is in us is greater than he that is in the world, but we better live in the fear of God to keep us on our knees. So, I’ve experienced a little bit more and I say that as a word of encouragement. I also tell that to people who are getting baptized because any time you take a step in the direction of the Lord Jesus, there is an enemy who sees it and wants to neutralize you and come against you. So I always tell them not to be afraid of it but to be aware of it. When you are moving towards a greater surrender of your life to Jesus Christ, there is an enemy who wants to kill, steal and destroy. So you need to fight through that and God will give you the victory in the process. 
So you have genesis prayer, and then this kind of spiritual warfare, and then I would almost call it a breakthrough that happens on day 21 here. It’s almost the revelation, if you will. It’s almost a genesis prayer and then revelation or almost something is created in the spiritual realm and then becomes a physical reality on day 21. The time frame is not what is significant here. What is significant is that it shows us what spiritual warfare looks like.

So I want to talk about these three things. First of all, I want to talk about this idea of a genesis moment or a genesis prayer. I’m going to say it again. There are some things that God will not do except in answer to prayer. If you don’t pray it, it won’t happen. I’m not saying God is not sovereign or that God can’t do it. God can do it. I’m saying that God won’t do it. That’s why Jesus said you have not because you ask not. Do we not understand that He has invited us into the equation and said, ‘I am going to stay my hand at certain moments and you need to seek my face and you need to pray.’  If we do that, we begin to set into motion the sovereignty of God. It is so important that we realize that our prayers matter. Our prayers make a difference. 

I believe that our prayers create genesis moments that begin to alter the course of our lives and begin to alter the course of history. I talked about prayer genealogy, that just as you have a physical genealogy, I’ve got about 50 percent Swedish blood running through my veins and just like I have a genealogy, I also have a prayer genealogy. And those genealogies trace back to genesis prayers, if you will, and you see one here with Daniel. From the first day, the Lord heard you and began to answer it. That was a genesis prayer.

It has been neat to hear so many prayer stories over the last couple of weeks. Let me share one with you. A few months ago, I got an email from a 23 year old woman who lives in England. She is a professional dancer and had read Wild Goose Chase. She got my email and sent me an email and shared a little bit of her story. She said her dance company was really successful and God had blessed her and she was trying to be a witness to people she was working with. But one day, she felt this strange impression that God had something else for her. Have you ever had one of those? She described it this way. She said it kept her company during the day and it kept her awake at night and her friends told her she was fine but she couldn’t shake the impression. So she kept praying about it. She said one day she was reading a blog about a ministry in Serbia. She said she knew nothing about Serbia, didn’t even know where it was on the map, knew nothing about the culture, didn’t know the language, in fact, she had never met a Serbian in her life. Here’s what she did, and I love it, because you don’t have to make things happen, you don’t have to manufacture miracles or try to create divine appointment, that’s not your job, but you do need to pray. She shared with me a genesis prayer. She prayed that she would meet a Serbian that week. Her friends laughed at her. A few days later, a guy walked into the dance studio. She thinks he is Italian or Spanish, and he said, “I’m from Serbia.” Her dance company about fainted. And she said, “You’re the one I’ve been waiting for!”  And one thing led to another and it took about six months but here’s what she did. She packed her suitcase and her guitar and she bought a one-way ticket and right now, she is in Serbia. She’s been there for a year and a half. She teaches English and teaches the Bible and teaches dance to children who are in poor parts of that country that don’t have a lot of opportunity. She is loving on them and blessing them. Then she said her next dream is to start a coffeehouse in Serbia! I love it!  She said, ‘I thought I would write this to you as a prayer letter.’ And it struck me, it’s more than a letter, it was a prayer letter. I felt impressed and I couldn’t just read it. You know that I had the opportunity to serve as a trustee for a charitable trust for the past seven years. Essentially what we do is give grant money to up-start ministries. It is pure joy. We just give money to people. By the way, that trust fund started with a very specific prayer. I didn’t even know until our last trustee meeting. This business man was almost in bankruptcy and one night he showed up to a prayer meeting at West End Assembly of God in Richmond, Virginia, and he made a dedication in prayer in a prayer meeting as these guys surrounded him in prayer, and he said, ‘Lord, if you get me out of bankruptcy and you bless by business, then I will give back from my business back to you.’ And he created this trust fund. His life was cut short unexpectedly. He was hit by a car and killed. But it enacted this trust fund that over the past almost two decades has given away more than a couple million dollars. So the genesis of it traces back to a prayer meeting! So I emailed Anna and got some information and long story short, a couple of weeks ago, we sent her some grant money. It was a real unexpected thing for her but it was a way of saying your prayer has been answered and I love what you’re doing and we believe in you and we want to invest in you as you minister to these children.  But here me, how did it start? Some girl had the courage to say I’ve never met a Serbian, but why don’t I pray for it this week. It was a genesis moment. It was a genesis prayer.
Are you with me? By the way, I know that the book of Genesis is in the Bible but this is my book of genesis. This is my prayer journal and I’m writing down things in this prayer journal, prayers that I am praying and promises that I believe. Things that the Spirit of God is impressing upon me, I am writing them down. This is my book of genesis because as long as these are in the will of God and for the glory of God, then as I pen out some of these prayers in this prayer journal, it is a genesis moment.

We need to pray with some expectation and we need to pray with some faith believing that as we pray, things are created in the spiritual realm and good works begins and God is faithful to carry  it to completion.

Can I share one more? I want us to pray with some faith and with some holy expectation that God is going to move and God is going to do it. I have a friend, Mark Moore. He started a wonderful organizing called Manna. This is a very short version but they produce this. It is a peanut paste. RUTF. Ready to use therapeutic food. This saves lives. It is a unique formula that can be given to a village where kids don’t have food to eat or areas of the world that suffers from drought and it preserves forever and when kids eat it, they eat themselves back to health. Children that are on the verge of death and you would look at them and think no way. Then you give it a few weeks and that child is restored to health! Mark sat down with me one day at Ebenezers and said, “Mark, I wanted to meet with you because you know that this is where the dream was conceived. We had our launch, our kick-off on World Food Day a couple years ago and we held that meeting at Ebenezers and every significant meeting we’ve had over the years has happened at Ebenezers.” And I said, “Mark, you need to know that six years ago when we opened this coffeehouse, we went from room to room, the coffee bar up into the offices and we prayed and we kept track of what we prayed and there was one prayer in particular that I knew it was a genesis prayer when it was prayed. One of our staff members, I think it was Heather Zempel, she prayed that Ebenezers would be a dream factory. When she prayed it, I immediately wrote it down. And over the years, we have seen dreams conceived in this place. I said, “Mark, this was an answer to prayer!”  By the way, he knew that they needed a facility, a factory, to be able to produce this stuff, so if you are producing a peanut paste, you probably ought to go down to Georgia, right? So they wanted to build a 30,000 square foot facility. They went to town after town and finally found a mayor who said if they could come up with one million, it was going to cost three million, we will give you two million because it will create jobs and we believe in what you are doing. At one meeting, Mark raises a million dollars! He comes back and the mayor gives him the two million and they break ground in two weeks. In D.C. it would take 20 years! This past year, they lock in a 7.5 million dollar project to be able to begin to produce this. You want to know what the vision is? I love this! The vision is to save a million lives. Do you think the Lord is going to help them? Yes! The fact that that dream was formed in this space is so amazing to me. It’s a dream factory. It was a genesis prayer and I believe that prayer set in motion some possibilities and opportunities. 
Now, let’s go from this idea of genesis prayer and let’s talk a little bit about spiritual warfare. I think this pulls back the curtain and helps us see what happens between a prayer prayed and a prayer answered. In between, there is some spiritual warfare going on because, in case you haven’t noticed, we were born on the battlefield between good and evil. The enemy wants to kill, steal and destroy. Jesus came that you might have live and have it more abundantly so we are right in the middle of it. Prayer is the way we fight for God and then God fights for us. Prayer is the difference between you fighting for God and God fighting for you.

One of my favorite Psalms is Psalm 35, verse 1
Contend, LORD, with those who contend with me; 
fight against those who fight against me

Verse 5

May they be like chaff before the wind, 
with the angel of the LORD driving them away; 
6 may their path be dark and slippery, 
with the angel of the LORD pursuing them.

Verse 23

23 Awake, and rise to my defense! 
Contend for me, my God and Lord

I like the language. God contend for me. Contend for me. I like it because that is what’s happening in Daniel. Daniel is praying but what’s happening? This angel is contending. The Hebrew word here is interesting because it is two dimensional. It can mean physical combat and verbal combat. It is both/and. I want God pleading my case. If there is a verbal combat happening, I want the One who, with four words, spoke the universe into existence, let there be light. That’s who I want on my behalf speaking in verbal combat for me. And it comes fist to cuffs and the verbal combat goes to physical combat, that’s who I want to have my back. I want the Almighty Creator contending for me. And if you are his child, that is precisely what He is doing. The best picture of that is in the New Testament in Romans Chapter 8 because I believe that we are called to intercession. I think most prayer is conversational prayer. It’s like talking to your best friend. You’re just having a conversation. But then there are moments where prayer needs to go beyond conversational prayer and that’s called intercession. It has a little bit more intensity. It is like one of those heated conversations. You are interceding for someone else. You are just holding onto the horns of the altar. Someone has a need that is life and death and you are pouring out your heart and you are interceding. How do we learn how to intercede? How do we intercede that way Daniel was interceding? One way is to look at the way God is interceding for you. The Bible says in Romans 8 that the Holy Spirit is interceding for you with wordless groans. It can’t even be formed into words. It’s like this deep groaning. The Holy Spirit is interceding for you in accordance with the will of God. Before you woke up this morning, before you go to sleep tonight, there is the Spirit of God who is interceding for you. Before the day you were conceived until the day you die, He is interceding. If that doesn’t give you a holy confidence; if that doesn’t give you a sense of destiny, when you wake up or when you go to bed, then you have not discovered that reality. That is reality! There is a reality that is more real than what we can perceive with our five senses.  If that’s not good enough for you, go a couple of verses later where it says that Jesus is making intercessions for us to the Father! So you’ve got the Holy Spirit circling you, you’ve got Jesus circling you, you are double circled! They are interceding for you all the time, contending for you. They are contending for you in accordance with the will of God.
Can I share one other little thing? You know I like history. This is cool to me. I wanted to teach history when I was in high school. I love it when I come across something I’ve never heard before. So this week I came across an interesting piece of history. You aren’t going to find this in your textbooks. On September 7, 1774, Continental Congress, they didn’t even meet in the official hall because it was too dangerous, this was a group of rebels, so they met in Carpenter’s Hall. As they discussed what would be their first official act, there was a little argument about it because they had Quakers and Episcopalians and Presbyterians and they had a hard time agreeing but that didn’t matter, they opened in prayer. They said their first official act needed to be prayer. If this revolution is going to happen, we better pray. So they did and it’s very interesting. According to accounts, this would put most prayer meetings to shame the fervency with which they prayed. According to the accounts, it was so intense that several members, Henry, Randolph, Rutledge, Lee and James, were bowed in reverence before the Lord. John Adams said that the time of prayer was enough to melt a heart of stone. He said tears gushed in the eyes of stoic old Quakers. And not surprisingly, you want to guess who was on his knees? George Washington! So they are praying and it was a local pastor who opened up in prayer and his prayer was a fervent plea to God. But this is the little piece that I found interesting. He read Psalm 35. 
Contend, LORD, with those who contend with me; 
fight against those who fight against me
I’m always careful when I share stuff like this. Does this mean that we are a perfect nation? No, but God shed his grace on us. Does it make us morally superior to anybody else? Well, have you read the newspaper lately? But anybody who would say that this nation wasn’t conceived in prayer is distorting history and leaving out the footnote that wrote the headline. The footnotes are prayer. Always have been, always will be. I believe the Lord is contending for us.
So there’s a genesis moment when we begin to pray, then we need to keep praying and believe that God is contending for you if it is in the will of God and for the glory of God. You have the Holy Spirit interceding and you have the Son of God interceding and then you just keep on praying. Then finally, I believe that there is a breakthrough. You’ve got to pray through until the breakthrough. Then there is a moment when you will see God move in a way that that prayer is answered. I can’t promise you it’s going to be tomorrow. The first thing that comes to mind is a couple months ago, I was praying with a couple that came up to me. I had shared the message about The Circle Maker and they asked me to pray for their son. I think it had been a decade that they had no communication whatsoever, totally estranged, because of a decision the son made and in part because of the way the parents treated him, and that relationship was not just fractured, it was absolutely broken and I could tell that their hearts were broken. And somehow the message I spoke that day resurrected just a little bit of faith in their hearts that maybe once again they needed to pray and pray through and believe that God could. And right before Christmas, I got an email and they tell me that their son is home and that that relationship has been restored! It’s going to be a road because healing doesn’t happen overnight when you’ve been hurting for 10 years. But praise God! You’ve got to hang in there and keep praying and you don’t know how long it is going to take, but if you keep seeking the Lord, I believe it gives God an opportunity to keep moving and keep doing what He does.
I want to share one last thing then we are done. Please, please don’t check out yet. There are times when you can pray, but then there are times when you need to pray through. I want to close with saying that we need to learn how to pray through. What does that mean? I think it is like Honi the Circle Maker gets in this circle and says, ‘Sovereign Lord, I swear before your great name, I will not leave this circle until you have mercy upon your children.’  It’s not backing God into a corner. You can’t do that. He can’t be. But I believe there are moments when the Lord will see if you are serious.

I wish I could just read through my journal, but the Lord impressed a couple of things on me this week that I wrote down. One is that if you don’t know that God did it, then sometimes He won’t do it. That’s why you need to write down your prayers because God is not going to answer it if He doesn’t get the glory for it. So it’s important that we remember what we prayed and believe that there is a genesis to it and that we track those things. But you also need to know that one of my prayers that I pray, and I think this relates to pastoring and writing and everything in between, I prayed that he Lord would not bless me beyond what I would be able to handle. In other words, I don’t want God to bless me in a way that if it doesn’t turn into praise and it turns into pride, I don’t want to be blessed to a point where I mishandle the blessings of God. Sometimes that means that God won’t do it until you are ready for it. So you need to pray and pray through, and by praying through, then you are at a point where it doesn’t turn into pride, it turns into praise, where you recognize and see the hand of God. So sometimes the delay has to do with that we have to catch up with our prayers. God has to teach us the lessons we need to learn and that we have to cultivate the character so we can handle the miracle that He wants to do. Then when we get to that point, God does it. But in between, you need to pray through. 
Before there was Mother Teresa, it was Mother Dabney. 1925, Elizabeth J. Dabney and her husband went to work for a mission in the city of Philadelphia in a terrible part of town. It was a small ministry and they wondered how they could make a difference. Her husband started preaching and Elizabeth started praying. In fact, that was her portfolio. All she did was pray. So one afternoon she was thinking about the situation they were in, the north Philly neighborhood where they were and she asked God if He would give them a spiritual victory if she covenanted with Him to pray. It’s interesting. It’s kind of like striking a deal with God. I don’t know, maybe that’s ok. Maybe that’s ok. It sure seems to be in this instance because He promised that He would. She felt the Lord prompting her to meet Him the next morning at the river at 7:30 a.m.  She was so nervous about her appointment with God that she stayed up all night crocheting because she didn’t want to oversleep. She went down to the river outside the city and when she got down there, it was like the Holy Spirit said, ‘This is the place. This is where we’ll meet.’ And the presence of God overshadowed her. Here’s what she prayed, ‘Lord, if you will bless my husband in this place where you’ve sent him to establish your name, if you will break the bonds and destroy the middle wall of partitions, if you will give him a church and a congregation, a credit to your people in all Christendom, I will walk with you for three years in prayer both day and night. You will never have to wait for me. I’ll be there at 9:00 a.m. sharp and I’ll stay there all day. I’ll devote all of my time to you. Furthermore, if you will listen to my voice and to my supplication and break through in that wicked neighborhood and bless my husband, I’ll fast 72 hours each week for two years.  And while I’m going through the fast, I won’t go home or sleep in my bed. I’ll stay at the church and if I get sleepy, I’ll rest on newspapers and carpet.’  And as soon as she made that prayer covenant, the glory of God showed up in a new way. Sure enough, every morning, 9:00 a.m. Mother Dabney greeted the Lord with a Good Morning Jesus and they began their day together. She wore the skin off of her knees. God extended his powerful right arm. She fasted 72 hours. People tried to tell her to take a bite or take a break but she said no. The next thing you know, the mission is too small for the number of people that were getting radically saved there, so they needed a larger space. Her husband asked her to pray for it. A businessman who has owned a building there for 25 years felt compelled to sell it to them and that ministry expanded and the Lord used them and they turned that neighborhood upside down. Mother Dabney wouldn’t be denied.
You know what I’ve learned about circle makers, people who have devoted themselves to pray through? They have a sanctified stubborn streak! Listen to me, if you know it is the will of God, don’t you dare take no for an answer. If you know it is the will of God, don’t take no for an answer. Keep seeking the Lord. Keep praying. Keep holding onto the horns of the altar. Here is the interesting thing. Mother Dabney would have been long forgotten and her story would have been just a footnote if it wasn’t for one headline. I think it was Charisma that recorded her story in the early 1940s. I have a copy of it in my office. It was titled ‘What it Means to Pray Through.’ See, this terminology that some of you have heard, depending on your church tradition, it traces back to this woman and that one article. That one article sparked a prayer movement all around the world. Mother Dabney, this sweet little lady in a north Philly neighborhood who said there’s not much I can do but I can pray. Do you know that she received world-wide three million letters as a result of this article? People asking how to pray through and how to make a difference.  I want to say it again, behind every headline, there is a footnote and that footnote is prayer.

We want to change the headlines of our lives. We want those awesome headlines in the big font to be written out, but the truth is, the way you write those headlines is you get on your knees and you create some footnotes of prayer. If you focus on the footnotes, God will write the headlines and your prayers will change the eternal plotline. And that my friends, is the unadulterated truth. Prayer changes things. It just does.

God, let this place be a dream factory. A million lives saved because of it and I speak in faith. A girl writes a prayer letter, let me meet a Serbian and she is in Serbia touching children’s lives and making a difference. But then we’ve got to pray through, and there’s spiritual warfare but here’s the good news, the Lord is contending for us. God is contending for us. If you pray through, you will experience a breakthrough. I don’t know when. I don’t know how or where, but could we be a people that learns how to intercede. I think there are times when you’ve got to get on your knees and get on your face. There are times when you need to hold onto the horns of the altar. There are times you need to pray blood, sweat and tears.  If you do it, God will do it. Let’s pray.

Lord, would You help us take this word to our hearts and apply it. God, right now, would You put faith in our hearts to believe that right now, right here, with a single prayer, there could be a genesis moment. So Lord I pray for those that are here that do not know You or don’t have a relationship with You, have never surrendered their life to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. God I pray it would be a genesis moment, that right now they would put their faith in You. Thank You for the promise that if we confess with our mouths Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts that God raised Him from the dead, we shall be saved. All we have to do is utter a simple prayer. Lord Jesus, I believe that You are who You claim to be, the  Son of God, and I believe that You died on the cross to pay the penalty for my sin and I confess my sins to You and I receive your forgiveness right now. I thank You for the victory that You won through your resurrection. I thank You that You are seated at the right hand of the Father and I thank You for the promise in your Word to as many as have received them, to them He gave the power to become children of God. So right now I receive You and in receiving You, I believe that there is a genesis that I am born again, adopted into the family of God. And right now my life is changed. Lord I thank You right now for those who prayed that prayer today. God that they would have the courage to tell someone, tell a pastor, someone, Lord to share the miracle that has happened in their heart. Lord, today we give You thanks and praise for what You are doing. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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