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Christmas would not be complete without our Christmas catalogue. Every year, our family looks forward to figuring out what are we going to invest in missions. So we wanted to give you a few weeks to think through it and as you are picking out gifts for kids or family or friends, let’s make an investment, let’s give a Christmas gift to the kingdom of God. What a joy to be able to be part of that!

Welcome to those of you at all of our locations.  It is a thrill to have you here this weekend. This weekend is a little bit different. We don’t have a lot of guest speakers at National Community Church. We are very selective in who might come. But this weekend we are so privileged to have Christine Cain. She is the founder of the A21 campaign. She is a friend of National Community Church. We have been on mission with her on the ground in Greece. Many of you know her from her teaching and preaching. I’m going to keep it short and sweet. I believe that different people have different anointings. In other words, something that God has specially destined them to do. Christine Cain is a prophet to our generation. I believe that God has raised her up to be a voice and to challenge us as a church out of our comfort and into a life that is totally devoted to Jesus Christ and the mission that He has given to us. So I want to also say thank you to Capitol City Church, one of our sister churches on the Hill. We love them and they were gracious enough to share Christine with us this weekend. She will be speaking there Sunday morning but we got her on Saturday night and via video on Sunday morning. So would you give Christine an NCC welcome as she comes to share with us!
[Chrsitine]

Thank you!  How are doing? Wow! After that introduction, I’d like to hear myself speak! Thanks! I can’t even tell you how much Nick and I really love Pastor Mark and Lora. This church is close to our hearts. I love how God does divine connections! I mean, how else can God get someone from Down Under, you couldn’t almost get further away from Australia than D.C., and hook us up? Has anyone been to Australia? Anyone want to come? The whole church! We are the refined people, we stick to Queen’s English and we say ‘awesome’ and it is very dignified and I want you all to say it. You sound like the Crocodile Hunter! Now do it like an American. Ok, you can draw the conclusion yourself! 
I was here last year or the year before, I can’t remember, and the first time you come here to visit, you become part of the family and I love the new venue here! Thank God! I was in a cab in Copenhagen and I was going on and on. I was born in Australia but I’m Greek. I’m Greek and a woman so I talk hard, fast and continuously. You won’t fall asleep. But I was in this cab and I’m going on and on about Copenhagen because Australia is like 200 years old and everything in Copenhagen is 20 billion years old, so I’m looking at everything and it is beautiful and I’m going on and on and the cab driver pulls the cab across to the side of the road and he turns around to me and said, “Do you really think our city is that amazing?” I said, “Sir, this is incredible, the beauty is breath-taking!” He said these words that I will never forget, “Sometimes you can live right in the midst of it and not even see it.”   So, my prayer is that you never ever become a church that lives in the midst of a miracle of God, which is what’s going on. I’ve been doing this deal long enough now to know when you come in and go, “This is not normal!” I mean, we know your pastor is not normal! But there’s not normal and not normal! To come and see this, I was balling my eyes out just with that video. My husband and I almost moved to Berlin. It is a city very dear to our hearts, so to know that there is a church there. I’m going to be contributing to your mission program and I’m not even part of this church, but I’m going to give because I want this to go off big time. And the whole coffee shop! What else would you serve in Germany? Please serve coffee that we can all drink! I’m excited! A good coffee house in the middle of Berlin, possibly the most dynamic city in all of Europe, it’s potential to impact all of Europe is really quite powerful. 
My husband and I have been overseeing a ministry called Project Europe for the last 15 years so this is very dear to my heart. You ought to thank God that you are planted in such a great house under such great leadership with so much vision. Don’t ever take it for granted because it is pretty awesome!  When I watched that video, I wanted to jump up on my feet and clap my hands. I know you don’t do that in D.C. but I am from a church culture where we are excited to be in church and there is no way I’m going to let someone be more passionate about kicking some pieces of pigskin between two posts than I’m going to be about the house of God on a Saturday night! So we ought to thank God that you are in this place!  

I personally am married to the single-most ravishing piece of masculine flesh on the planet earth. He is hot and we’ve been married for 15 years. He flies into D.C. tomorrow. He is in Greece. We have the A21 campaign which is helping to rescue the victims of human trafficking. We are in seven nations, including here in North America, but he was in the Ukraine and Greece and he flies in tomorrow. I think we’ve got a picture of my hot husband. We’ve been married almost 16 years and hanging on his shoulder is my little Sophia Joyce and she will be six in three weeks, so she wants me to tell you that she is not five. And over here is my Katie and she is nine, she will be ten in March. They are the loves of my life. My background, I don’t know that I ever thought I was going to get married. I don’t know that I ever thought I would have children, let alone two girls. God definitely, definitely redeems your life. I was born in Sydney but I was left in a hospital unnamed and unwanted when I was born. In fact, my birth certificate doesn’t have a name on it. It says child’s name: unnamed, #2508 of 1966. I was abused every week of my life from the time I was three years old until I was 15. So girls with a background like mine don’t normally end up doing this, but I am living proof that you can start bad and finish good in and through a relationship with Jesus Christ. God is still in the miracle-working business! So that’s my greatest reward, that God would give me an awesome husband, two beautiful daughters! 
For those of you who don’t know what the A21 campaign is, which I think is 99% of you, about three years ago, I was walking through an airport in Greece and saw all of these posters of these young women and children and went on to find out that they were the victims of human trafficking, a crime that I didn’t even know existed on the earth. To think that there are more slaves on the earth today than at any time in human history, I couldn’t believe that on our watch as the Church of Jesus Christ that the legacy we would leave is that there were more slaves on the earth than ever when it was time to shine our light on the planet. So I came to a place that I think I talked about last time I was year, so you can get that DVD or go online to have that story. I definitely don’t want to take too much time talking about that today.  My husband and I, we’ve been part of the leadership team of a church in Sydney, Australia called the Hillsong Church for the last 23 years. Anyone heard of Hillsong? People get pumped when they hear I come from Hillsong because I’m going to sing, but if I were to sing Shout to the Lord, you would all cry so it ain’t gonna happen! We don’t all sing. There is a church behind the music. The truth is that we’ve been part of that leadership team for over two decades. I’m still part of that team. We have eight churches worldwide and I am part of the teaching team. So it is a great base to do all the work we do. 

So what I’m going to do is show you a four-minute DVD which will basically bring you up to speed a lot better than I could and a story of one of our girls that was trafficked out of Bulgaria into Greece. Greece is called the parking lot of human trafficking because it is the gateway between the east and west. Girls come down from Russia and the Ukraine, Romania, up from Albania and in through Greece and trafficked into Western Europe. So Greece is the number one country for human trafficking among many other things it is obviously famous for. So it is a country that needs a lot of prayer. So when your team came over, I know that our leaders in Greece were so blessed. You have lots of mission teams come over but every now and again there is a real connection and I think there was a very divine connection. You’ve got another team coming over in March, so like it or not, we’re stuck together for a long time. So I’m going to show you this then I’m going to jump right into the Word. But you’ll get out and get to dinner in time because I can throw a whole lot of stuff into a little bit of time!
[video]

You can see that and get a little overwhelmed and go, ‘Wow, that’s an interesting way to start a service on a Saturday night,’ but the truth is I am not overwhelmed by the enormity of the problem ahead of us because you and I serve a God that is bigger than this injustice and if we could just go out and bring the light of Christ into a lost and broken world, I’m astounded at how quickly things begin to happen, things that they said were impossible. In only three years, by God’s grace, there are traffickers in jail, girls in transition and restoration homes in Greece and in the Ukraine. We just opened a transition home there three weeks ago, and we’ve got a whole team in Bulgaria. And the head of the House of Commons anti-trafficking department in England is flying to the Ukraine and wants us to start one in London and in Belfast because of the great news of what God is doing.
So my bottom line is that when the church arises and simply is the church rather than just doing church on a Sunday, it is amazing what we can accomplish together. Together we can do so much and it doesn’t take a lot to dispel the darkness. You just need to switch the light on. So we are committed to going into those dark places and establishing the light of Christ and seeing girls rescued and restored and their lives rebuilt. So thank you for helping us to do that. 

I’m obsessive about a lot of things in life, there’s no doubt about it. If you got to know me, I’m very quirky and one of the things I’m particularly quirky about is I love everything in its place. If you came to my house, everything is in order. All my shoes are light to dark, long boots to short boots. Our shirts of light to dark, long sleeve to short sleeve. Everything is ordered. With my children, the minute they get something, there is a box for it and label on it. I’m one of those in my pantry, all the labels are facing out. There are lots of names for this but I’ll just say that I’m very ordered. In fact, we have a mantra in our home and we say there is a place for everything and everything in its place. The truth is I’m married to a man who has a very different philosophy of life! He thinks why should you limit a thing to only one place? Is there anyone more of Nick’s philosophy than mine? I can tell what kind of church you are! Nick is just throw the socks in the general direction of the laundry, that’s fine if you want to live like that, knock yourselves out. But the issue is, when you get married, what happens is that kind of, when you have two people on opposite sides of the spectrum like that, it leads to many moments of intense fellowship! Over our 15 years, there have been many mornings of very intense fellowship and no doubt as yet again, we are looking at which one of the many potential places Nick’s keys could be in or his wallet. And four out of five mornings a week, inevitably, we will end with me saying to him, ‘Babe, if you’d just put the keys in their place!’ So, I’ve got to tell you though that for a chic, a wife, a female speaker, there is nothing more exhilarating than when you go to the Word of God and you find that God actually agrees with you!  It just leads to great times of marriage! Particularly if you have a predisposition for I told you so! So there is just something about opening the Word of God and finding that you and God are on the same page!
So today if you’d turn with me to I Corinthians Chapter 12. I love this because I’m in six or seven locations, this church is a little bit like God, omni-present! Anyway, ‘hi’ wherever you are today!  In I Corinthians 12:12, the body says:

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
Now the truth is, we are here and we are having church, so many services across so many locations in just one city. And we are just one church of many churches in one city today. In Australia we’ve already begun and almost finished church and finally you’re catching up! The west coast will eventually wake up and remember that there is such a thing called church. It’s like we are just one part of this huge global body of Christ. At every service, whatever location you are listening at today is an important service and an important location. The Bible says that God sets every member in place as He wills.
Now, a lot of times we think, ‘I can just decide wherever I want to be and whatever I want to do.’ But the Bible says that God sets every member in place. In fact, it says, a lot of times we confuse things. We can reduce church to just what you see here. We’ve been very blessed tonight, a phenomenal worship team and you can be lulled into this false sense of thinking, ‘I went to church and I saw this happening on the stage and that was church,’ but the Bible says actually it is all those things you can’t see that enable what you can see to take place. Before many of us were up today, people were here preparing and plugging in wires and lights that enable you to see me on the screen and that enable you to see me in every location. It is a lot of what you can’t see, people that you can’t see that are tending to our children and teaching our children the ways of God. It’s only because of what you can’t see that what you can see actually happens.
Then He goes on to say that when one part suffers, every part suffers. We can’t all be the same part but we need every part to be in its place if we are going to function as a body. I don’t think I ever realized really the importance of how important every part is until February two years ago. I think when I was here, I talked to you a little bit about this because I came straight from Colorado to D.C. in February two years ago, except when I got off the plane, I was in a full leg brace because I had gone to Colorado and I had gone skiing with my family and five other families, friends of ours from Louisiana, I call them the Louisiana mafia, and we were all skiing. This one day, all the guys went on this Double Diamond death run, so to speak, and Nick came with me and we went on our little green flat slope, which is my skiing capacity. But the problem is, it was during the Vancouver Winter Olympics so I was mega pumped because I would watch the Olympics at night and then I would get off the chair lift in the day and I would think, ‘I am representing Australia amongst all these Americans.’ I’ve grown up in a church that has this thing called the pump theory, and that theory is when you can actually pump someone up to do something that far exceeds their capacity, their ability or their knowledge, but if you pump them up enough, they will do it! I had forgotten that I was at the time 43, two children, perhaps you don’t need to fall victim, but I did. What I was doing was, I was skiing on what I thought was this particularly fantastic little run. So I look over my shoulder and I say to my husband, ‘If you were with the guys right now, you wouldn’t be going any faster or having any more fun than this, would you?’  Now, if you’re married in this room and you want to be married and you want to stay married and your wife ever asks you a loaded question like that, the right answer at that moment is always to say, ‘No babe, I wouldn’t be doing anything faster or better with anybody else! The pinnacle of my ski life is on this flat slope with you!’  But my husband, being the man of integrity that he is, turns around to me and says, ‘Yea, babe, if I was with the guys, I’d be going quicker.’ Now look at my personality type! So I pointed my skis downhill and gave him my famous last words, ‘Well babe, eat my snow!’ and off I went. Now, I knew I was in serious trouble, about 20 seconds later on my second somersault that was not intentional and as I was upside down facing the sky and one ski went flying and the other didn’t, I heard the loudest pop, pop, pop and I snapped my ACL and tore my NCL, fractured my knee. So they have to get the ski patrol and put you in the coffin and, I’ve got to tell you this, I’m Greek, so for 40 years I leave my mother’s house and for 40 years my mother says, ‘Christine, are you wearing good, clean underwear?’ To which I always say, ‘Why?’ ‘Because if you have an accident and you end up in the back of an ambulance, you want to make sure that you’ve got good, clean underwear on!’ To which I would always say to my mother, ‘Mom, I’m not believing to have an accident but if I have an accident that is so serious that I end up in the back of an ambulance, the last thing I’m going to care about is the condition of my underwear!’  All I want to tell you is I’m 45 years old and I have lived yet again another year long enough to utter these words, ‘My mother was right!’  That’s all I’m saying!
Now, before I went on that mountain that day, I didn’t know I had an ACL! I didn’t know what an ACL or an NCL was. I didn’t know if I had an ABC or an EFG or an XYZ in my knee! But I can tell you something, it’s been 22 months and there is not one day in 22 months that I have not thought about my ACL and to this day I can get down now but it is still very, very weak and sore. The ACL is about that size, the size of your small finger. So a little ligament that I didn’t know was there tucked in behind my knee where nobody could ever see, caused my whole body to be crippled and immobilized, and for a while, paralyzed.

So often, we think, ‘I’m a little part, I’m a little ligament, no one can see me, I’m in the location in the back of nowhere, I come in late, it doesn’t really matter if I give, it doesn’t really matter if I tithe, it doesn’t really matter if I give to our building project, no one is really going to notice, my little five bucks doesn’t matter, my little serving doesn’t matter, my little volunteering doesn’t matter, I’m not one of the prominent parts.’ But the truth is that everything you see me now doing, I couldn’t do because of a tiny ligament tucked in behind my knee that I didn’t know was there, that I couldn’t even see. How much do we not know is there in church that we don’t see and we devalue the place that God has said to us and so much of the body is crippled and immobilized? If you think we are functioning well now, imagine the potential of how we could function if every muscle and every ligament embraced their place.
I had to have a hamstring graft and for the entire time until I could have one, I walked in a full leg brace, which meant I was just pulling myself along in incredible pain the whole time. When I came out of the hamstring surgery, I am so glad that when my surgeon went in to do a hamstring graft, I’m so glad that my hamstring was in place. Could you imagine if my hamstring thought, two weeks before, I’m sick of being a hamstring! Nobody recognizes my gift as a hamstring. Christine’s mouth always gets the credit and no one knows that it is my little hamstring that is holding up her leg that enables everyone to hear her mouth! I get no credit! I’m sick of being a hamstring. I want to be a liver.  I know that’s absurd but I’m so glad my hamstring was in place because it was always the destiny of my hamstring to one day become my ACL. It just never knew it for 43 years, but I’m so glad it was in place because destiny always has a place, and when God is about to catapult you to where He wants to take you, He always goes to a place, the place you are supposed to be, before He sends you to the place He wants to send you.

I came out of surgery and I felt the Holy Spirit impress on my heart, however you want to take that language, my husband and I travel about 300 days a year to 45 different nations around the world and we’ve been doing this for almost 20 years. We are released out of our local church to build the church around the world. I felt the Holy Spirit saying, ‘If you could see my church, it’s like she is in a leg brace.’  Isaiah talks about this great glorious bride of Christ that needs to arise and shine, and that if we arose and shine, things like human trafficking and things like people not having access to clean water, things like people not having access to the gospel, it actually would be eradicated overnight if we just simple engaged our place, if we as a Church with a capital C and then every member within every local church simply embraced our place. Many of the global injustices and the darkness on the earth could be eradicated overnight if we all just did our little bit. God never asked us to do everything, He just asked us to embrace the place He has set us in. If we did that, the whole body would function. But most of us, the body is in a leg brace. Even for a church as awesome as this one is, so many different locations, taking ground, moving forward, there are so many of you that still could embrace your place at a whole different level of serving, of being planted, of being committed, of giving; at a whole different level that would make what we are seeing happen here now almost seem like nothing compared to the potential of what could happen if we all embraced our place.  But what you have is half the body compensating for the other half. I had to wear a brace and so this part of my body was dragging that part. In some many local churches, one part just drags the other part, gives more than they should, serves more than they should, do everything at a greater level and ends up burning out because the other half won’t embrace their place. Yet, if we didn’t devalue our place, but understood that every muscle and every ligament was so crucial. It is actually not about what place you have. It doesn’t matter if you are a toe or an ACL or an NCL or and elbow or a liver because it is really not about what part of the body we are, it is about who we are holding up and that’s the head of the body, Jesus Christ. It is all about Him. If we all really believed that, then we would never devalue the place in his body. If you are truly born again, you are so grateful to be in the body, you couldn’t care less what part you play. You are just so grateful that you are in it.  

For many of us, we sacrifice our destiny on the altar of a position we want become we won’t embrace the place where God sets us. We are so ambitious, and ambition is fine but selfish ambition is not. When we come to God with our list – this is what I want to do and this is how I want You to use me and unless I’m going to be leading the worship or unless I’m going to be up there front and center, I’m going to go to another church that recognizes that gift. Or hang on a minute, I’ve got to build my career first or build this first or I’ve got to do that first. But God says, ‘You are in this thing called time for a very short vapor,’ the Bible says. You and I are not a product of time, we are a product of eternity. God has plucked us out of eternity and He has positioned us in time and He has given us gifts and talents for the purpose of serving our generation. He says, ‘While you are in this little vapor called time, I’ve got a job for you to do and I’m going to set you in a body and I’m going to set you in place and the gifts and the talents that I’ve given you are for the purpose of building that body and effecting and advancing my kingdom on the earth.’ Yet many of us come with our lists – God this is what I’ll do for you, and aren’t you lucky, step aside Jesus, the fourth part of the trinity has arrived! I’m here! What we do is we think that a position and title, I can’t tell you how many people, I was in youth ministry for 15 years, how many times I would have parents that would come into my office and say, ‘For the God of $100,000 pay rise, I’m going to go to a different state.’ Their kids are firmly planted in church, loving God and loving church, God has placed them there, they would uproot their family, go somewhere else without any consideration of the house of God or church or was it even the will of God. Then no wonder 10 years later, the kids are not even in church and the rehab bills are bigger than the $100,000 bucks a year pay raise. Because when you embrace your place, it is amazing the blessing, the anointing, the favor, the covering that you have when you’re in the place that God wants you to be doing the thing God calls you to do. We have devalued the importance of a place. Throughout the Scripture from Genesis to Revelation, destiny has a place. Everything that God has afforded me the privilege and the honor of doing is because I’ve embraced my place and I’m still firmly planted in the same house that I’ve been in since I’ve been a Christian, 23 years in my church.
The truth is that if we understood the power of this and we all embraced the place God has for us, we would get the job done. And if you are wondering what the job is, you and I are actually personally responsible for the evangelization of planet Earth before the second coming of Christ. That is great D.C. dinner conversation. When people are telling you what they do and what their job is on the Hill and how impressive they are and they say, ‘What do you do?’ You just say, ‘Well, I’m personally responsible for the evangelization of the planet before the second coming of Jesus.’  It’s actually really impressive! It gives you an eternal perspective of ‘hang on a minute,’ in the blink, this vapor called time. I’ve got a job to do and that’s to build the house of God and God has set me in place. I’m part of an eternal kingdom and I’m building his eternal purpose. My function, title, career, position is so secondary to the place that God has set me. That’s what He does by setting us in church.
I’m going to quickly go to one Scripture before I end because I just want to give you an example from the Word of how when destiny happens, God goes to a place. I can tell you every major God-promotion in my life. God has taken a chick left in a hospital unnamed and unwanted on the other side of the world and by his grace has catapulted me to do what He wants to do. I am still old school enough to believe that promotion does not come from the north, south, east or west, it comes from God. God opens door that no man can shut. And if we all believed this, we would stop striving in our own strength to do what only God can do. We would stop striving in our own strength to try to push open doors that God will open in God’s appointed time. We would stop trying to position ourselves and playing the game of the world understanding that when God wants to find you, God will come to the back side of the desert and find you and you can be in the place where everybody else has forgotten you but God knows you’re there and God knows your number and God’s got the best GPS system that ever existed and if He wants to find you, He will.

I’m going to give you one example, allude to another and we’ll end there. In Exodus 1, verses 1-3. I’m using this big Holy Bible that Heather gave me, I look so Christian!  It’s fantastic. She must’ve thought I really didn’t look like a preacher so she brings me three and they were all 7,000 pounds. Anyway, I love her. Exodus 3:1-3

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

As if this would happen! Can you imagine if you were coming to church tonight and you walked out in your front yard and there was a bush that was on fire that was not being consumed, you would turn aside and say, ‘Oh, let us now go and see why this bush is not being consumed?’  You’d be going inside and changing your underwear! Anyway, it goes on

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 
And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

Now I don’t have a lot of time to land here, so stick with me. Basically, we understand, if you know the Scripture at all, in Exodus Chapter 3 is that the Lord comes to Moses and He actually commissions him to the greatest emancipation program ever known to humanity where he is going to set a million, three million if you count women and children which I like to do, so he is going to set an entire generation free out of Egyptian slavery. 430 years of bondage and slavery and he is going to set them free to go into the Promised Land, and He chooses Moses to deliver the Israelites that are in slavery out of Egypt. It is a huge call. This is his commissioning. It happens in Chapter 3. Most of us would think it happens in Chapter 2 because Chapter 2 is a spectacular chapter; it is the celebrity chapter. It is where we think everything happens, under the spotlight where everyone can see, that’s where we think stuff happens. But in Chapter 2, Moses wasn’t ready yet for God to commission him to his destiny because He hadn’t been to the place yet. In Chapter 2, there was too much of Moses left in Moses to go and do what God wanted him to do. Had he been commissioned then, he would have thought it was all about him and not about God. By Chapter 3, he had gone to the place, so he knew it was more about God. In Chapter 2, we get a prophetic glimpse into Moses’ life. He is saved supernaturally, not just by anyone but by Pharaoh’s daughter. Surely we understand the hand of God on this young boy’s life. Then he is raised in Pharaoh’s court. Surely he is being prepared for something awesome. Then on top of that, we even get a glimpse into the gift that is on his life and his future potential because there is an Egyptian task-master beating a Hebrew slave. Moses sees this and his sense of injustice, his sense of his future call rises up. So he jumps prematurely in his own strength to try to stop it and he ends up killing the Egyptian task-master so that he can set the one Hebrew slave free. But you see, he prematurely acted out on his gift, and so many of us want to do that. ‘Look what I did! Look at my talent!’ ‘I should be leading worship, I should be doing this, I should be promoted because look at my gifts!’ But the gift that is on you will destroy you if what is in you can’t sustain you. And Moses character was not ready to keep him to the place that his gift was going to take him, so God had to take him to the place, that barren place, that dry place, that place where you think God has forgotten you, that place where you think you have dreams and destiny and desire in your heart and you’re like, ‘God where have You gone? You brought me here, You put me in this job, You put me in this ministry, You put me whatever yours might be, you could be married or in a relationship and you feel like it is dry and barren and you feel like you are in the back side of a desert, ‘You’ve forgotten me.’ But God is saying, ‘No, no, no.’ Moses, in his own strength, could only free one, but in God’s strength, he set a whole generation free.
See, very often, we will jump out prematurely in our own gift and talent but our capacity only has the capacity to set one free. God says I’ve got a million in your future if you would trust Me. What I’ve got for you is exceedingly, abundantly above and beyond anything that you could ever ask, hope or think according to that power that works in you if you trust Me and if you are prepared to go to that place and embrace that place, not abandon that place, not jump from one place to another. This generation is all about a little bit of this and a little bit of that without even consulting God and saying, ‘Ok, this looks like the barren, forsaken place,’ but what is happening in that place? 40 years Moses was there but God had not forgotten him. God was simply preparing him for the thing that He had already prepared for him. And if you understand that God is preparing you now for whatever it is that He has already prepared for you, then you gladly embrace where He has you now and you are faithful with what He puts in your hand and then He will fulfill the dreams that He has put in your heart, but not until you embrace your place. If you get caught up with just looking with the circumstances of how difficult that marriage or that relationship might be right now or how difficult that job might be right now, how difficult it might be financially right now, how difficult it might be being away from family on the other side of the world right now, how difficult it might be hanging onto faith when it seems like everything has just gone the other way. When you understand that just maybe God has set you in that place and God is with you in the midst of that place, if you won’t get caught up in just what you see and your immediate circumstances of now, because if what you see right now is all you see, then you will never see all there is to see. There is always a whole lot more going on than what you realize. God is always working on your behalf. God is there in the midst of everything. God is there. Someone needs to hear this today. You think God has forsaken you. You think God has abandoned you. You are ready to jump ship and you are ready to leave your place because you think God is not in that place, but it is in that place that the burning bush turned up and the Lord called out to Moses. A lot of us don’t see the bush in our barren place because we are busy looking everywhere else. We think that job looks better or that church looks better or that state looks better or that husband looks better and we are busy looking at greener pastures so we think over there and what we don’t realize is right in the midst of our barren place, right in the midst of our wilderness, right in the midst of our desert, there is a burning bush and God is saying if you would just turn around and acknowledge Me, I have the grace to get you through this season. I have the grace to give you whatever it is you need in this place. Just don’t jump ship. Recognize that I am with you in your barren place. God is there!

By his grace, I am doing what I’m doing. But it’s been 23 years planted in one church. For a whole lot of those years, nobody quite knew where I was, dreams and destiny in my heart. But the truth is that I had to be in the back side of the desert, in the place where a lot of people would never want to be. I remember as God started to open up doors, people are like, ‘Oh my gosh! Who is she? This Australian chick! She is an overnight success!’ I’m thinking it was a flipping long night! It was a long night! There are a lot of suddenlys in the Bible but we forget that those suddenly nearly take 15-20 years. In this instant gratification generation that wants everything yesterday, you will sabotage your own destiny by jumping ship and not embracing your place.
The truth is, sometimes you’ve got to go to a place where you don’t want to be in order to get to the place that God has for you. Jesus Himself had to do that. Do you remember? He went to Gethsemane and I don’t know if you remember, when He is on his knees and saying, in the Christine version, ‘Father, I don’t want to do this. Do you have a plan B? If there is any other way, take this cup from me!’ Then He said these words that I think we need a big resurgence of in the 21st Century church, He said, ‘But nevertheless, not My will but Thine be done.’  Do you know how many relationships would still be in order if we had a few more ‘nevertheless, not my will but Thine be done,’ moments?  Do you know how many people would still be in the right job if we had some ‘nevertheless, not my will but Thine be done’ moments? How many people would still be in the right church if we had some ‘nevertheless, not my will’ moments? God, I don’t want to give but your Word tells me to tithe. ‘Nevertheless, not my will but Thine.’ God, I don’t want to go to church, all my friends are going out. But ‘nevertheless, not my will but Thine.’  ‘God, I don’t want to trust You, I’d rather take control of this situation myself, but nevertheless, not my will.’ ‘God, everything in me would love to answer back and tell them what I really think and give my opinion, but nevertheless, not my will but Thine.’

With a few more ‘nevertheless not my will but Thine’ moments, it would keep us in place so that when God shows up to say, ‘I’m going to catapult you to the destiny,, the hamstring is where it is supposed to be so it can become the ACL. 

But in the body of Christ around the world, there are so many misplaced and displaced Christians that have had to be replaced because they never embraced the place. And if you embrace your place, it simply takes all the striving out of your Christianity. It takes all the comparing, it takes all the competing, it takes all the worry about the future, whatever your dreams and aspirations may be, whether they are political or sporting or in the business sector or in the church sector, whatever it might be, if you simply embrace your place, then you never have to fear somebody else quicker and faster and younger coming up. That’s the way of the world. That’s why Jesus said be in it but not of it. I don’t fear anything because when you embrace your place, you can’t be misplaced or displaced and you’ll never be replaced because what God sets in place, no demon in hell and no person on earth can ever remove because God has set it in place. But if you try to set yourself in position, anyone will take you out of position. But God sets you in place.
Let me give you this. Last year, I remember when I spoke for the first time at the Willow Creek Leadership Summit and it was hilarious because, for many reasons it was hilarious, none of the least was that nobody would have known who I was and I was right in between Jim Collins who wrote a book that sold a few copies and Jack Welsh, who led a little organization! And opening that morning was Bill Hybels who has a church that everyone knows, and there was me. I was a woman, which is a novelty in that world, can I say the first to teach the Bible in that city, and from a Pentecostal background and Australia. So it was a hilarious thing. And I remember everyone around me asking me if I was nervous. It was the Who’s Who of the Christian zoo. It was an honor but I was laughing. I didn’t even know how I got there. I couldn’t have made myself get there if I’d tried. Nothing I’d done, I couldn’t have orchestrated it, I couldn’t have marketed it, I couldn’t have made it happen, but the thing that I have discovered is that if God marks you, you don’t have to market yourself. And in a world that is just so bent on marketing and jockeying and positioning and targeting, if we would just simply trust God. The prophet can get it wrong. Samuel came to anoint the next king but he said it must be Iliad and he was wrong. Then Jesse, the father of the house, presented seven sons, but he got it wrong. And the father can get it wrong, the prophet can get it wrong, but God will never get it wrong. He said, ‘I’ve got this little guy in the back side of the desert playing his harp to a few sheep and killing a few bears and killing a few lions, that’s who I have anointed.’ If God has anointed you and God has marked you, they can market to everyone else but God will lift you up. God will open a door. God will make a way where there is no way! You just have to trust God. That’s all you have to do. Embrace your place.

I want to encourage you then I’m going to hand over to Pastor Mark. I’m telling you the hand of God is on this church and you don’t need to be a prophet to work that out, but I want to encourage you wherever you are, whatever location, the hand of God is on it and the only way to every lose this is to get familiar with what God is doing and to presume it is going to keep happening. 

I’ve been part of a great house by the grace of God for 20 odd years. I was there when we were a couple hundred people and now, what the Lord has done through Hillsong in the world is quite amazing. To live and watch a miracle happen in your lifetime is awesome. I’m watching it again with A21. But the thing that I’ve discovered is that it has a whole lot more to do with a whole lot of ordinary people that just simply embrace their place, that believe there is an extraordinary God that wants to do extraordinary things in and through their lives. If we all did that, if you did it and you did it and you did it, not that we all try to do everything and not that we try to do something that’s never been done before, but we just did our bit and you just gave your tithe and you gave your tithe and I just give my tithe and you serve in your area and you serve in your area and you serve in your area and I just serve in my area, I’m telling you we wouldn’t just be six or seven locations, we’d be a hundred almost overnight because people would just embrace their place and be faithful to do what God has called them to do. I’m telling you when the body stands together and the hand and the foot say we all need each other, I need you, you need me, and we all just play our bit, then the one name that we make famous. No one sits there and goes the hand is awesome, or imagine if my ACL was doing a little dance, what a moron. The ACL has got no value until you put it in behind my knee and it holds my body up. A lot of us, oh look at that gift or that talent, let’s applaud that. You look fantastic but you’re all out there on your own and God says you’ve got no purpose until you embrace your place in my body. And when you embrace your place in my body, you hold up the head, the Lord Jesus Christ and at that name, every knee will bow and every tongue confess and we shall get this job done on the earth. Amen! 
Let me pray.

Father, I thank You for this very amazing church that You have raised up in this hour for this generation. Father my prayer is that everyone under the sound of my voice today in every location would listen to the voice of your Spirit for their lives and Father wouldn’t just attend a Christian event every week but would make a decision to step over the line and embrace their place in the body that You’ve planted them. Father I pray like a mighty rushing force You would continue to build this church. Father You said You would build your church and against your church the gates of hell shall not prevail. So Father in this city, possibly the most influential city on earth, I pray that You would continue to build your church and continue to build incredible believers that embrace their place in your body so that your light would shine in this city like never before, the city the world watches and impacts and influences the world. So Father let everyone find their place. Let everyone know that You have called them, You have anointed them and You set them in place. Father let anyone who is anxious about their future and their position know the peace of God that surpasses all understanding. I pray that they would rest in and trust in and rely on You. Father let everyone know that the plans You have for them are for good and not for evil, plans to prosper and not to harm them and that when You set them in place it is for a good purpose and that Father they would go a whole lot further as part of your body than anywhere they could ever go doing their own thing.  So seal your Word in the life of your people, I pray. Amen.

Ministry Transcription

margaretsalyers@gmail.com
606-706-5006

