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I am so excited about the God Anthology album! Several times this week, Lora said, “I can’t wait!”  I’ll look back on August 3rd as one of those days I will not forget. Many of you had the opportunity to be there for the live recording, so this is your alum! I love it! I can’t wait. Here’s what I believe, I believe that these nine songs, it’s just so neat to me because the Psalmist said sing a new song to the Lord, these were songs that were written and sung by us as a community. But here’s what I believe, they are not just going to be a blessing to us, we are going to share those with the church at large and I believe God is going to use those songs and many people will be ushered into the presence of God and many people are going to be raising their hands worshipping God and many people are going to be broken in God’s presence because of these songs. So beginning on November 22nd, I can’t wait to see the way God is going to use that album!  
I hope my voice makes it. It has been a rough week. I spent two full days in a recording studio recording the audio book for the Circle Maker. It’s about three weeks until that comes out. You know what? I remember I used to hear people like musicians, recording studios, it sounds really glamorous, but it is not! You are in a solitary confinement padded cell and it gets hot because you are talking, about eight hours a day and my voice is about shot. Hopefully, it will make it through.

I want to say welcome to everybody at all seven of our locations. We are so honored that you would come and make NCC part of your weekend. We believe that everybody who walks through our doors, there is a divine appointment waiting to happen. There is a reason you are here. One of the things I love about NCC is that there are some people who have been on this spiritual journey for a long time, a lot longer than me, then there are also a lot of people who are just trying to figure this thing out. Who is Jesus and what does it mean to have a relationship with God? I love that this is a church where you can come and explore those questions. So no matter where you are at in that journey, I believe that God has you here for a reason. So thank you.

We wrap up a five-part series titled ‘Sola’ and this weekend, Soli Deo Gloria and I’m excited to see where God is going to take us for the next 30 minutes. If you have a Bible, turn over to Jude. It is only one chapter, so Jude verses 24 and 25. It’s one of my favorite benedictions in the Bible. I don’t think I’ve ever preached on it but it just captured by heart this week. It is actually where this phrase comes from.  He wrote 256 cantatas. That’s a lot of songs. One of history’s greatest composers, I think Bach was to classical music what Shakespeare is to English Literature or maybe what Newton is to physics, Bach was the man. He wrote a lot of songs, some of them we are very familiar with. I want to share something with you about Bach and the way he put his signature on his cantatas, but before I do, I thought it might add a little something if you actually heard it. You know how a picture is worth a thousand words? I don’t know what the song corollary is but it’s worth something.   So let’s play that.

I don’t know where that takes you but it takes me back to my wedding. I’ve officiated a lot of weddings over the past 20 years and the vast majority that is the song that is chosen to walk down the aisle. It is beautiful and timeless. I’m not the biggest classical music guy. That’s not what I have on when I’m at the gym, but that is good stuff.  

Here’s what is interesting to me. Bach, as he wrote these cantatas, he was actually a worship pastor. That looked a little different. I think about some of our worship leaders, like Curtis Parks, I don’t think Bach was rocking with tattoos. It was a unique day and age and he was on staff at a church in Germany and I think at least for a while there, they asked him to write 58 different cantatas each year. What a portfolio! That’s some serious production of music. After Bach completed a cantata, he had a little habit, his signature, some of you know this, he used to write three letters on that score of music. SDG. Soli Deo Gloria, to the glory of God alone. Bach didn’t believe in secular and this false dichotomy that we’ve created, he believed that everything was to be done to the glory of God. So when he sat down and wrote music, he wrote music to the glory of God alone. I remember when I first discovered that, I was like, that is cool!  What if all of us did what we did, some of you are working over on the Hill drafting legislation. I don’t know if it is legal to put SDG on there or not! We’ve got some people who hold patents, very creative types, what if you put that initial on there? Others, right now, you are working a job that is a job between jobs or it might not be what you want to do the rest of your life or maybe not even for another week, but this might be worth saying. How do you glorify God? That’s part of what we are going to be talking about this weekend. I think part of the way you glorify God is by doing a good job at a bad job, a job you don’t want, but you do a good job and do it well because you are doing it for the glory of God.  What if our MO was Soli Deo Gloria?  To the glory of God alone. What does that even mean? What does it look like? 
There are two ‘whatever you do’ passages. If you are taking notes, jot these down. They both start with whatever you do, and that mean whatever you do. It is all inclusive, everything.  I love these two and I think they are great teaching passages when it comes to living for God’s glory. One of them is Colossians 3:23

Whatever you do, work at it with all of your heart as working for the Lord, not for men.

With all of your heart, it means with extra energy. It means give it everything you’ve got. 110%. Pour your energy and your creativity into whatever you are doing. I haven’t always had the dream job. I love what I do now. I’d do it if I didn’t get paid to do it. This is what I was created to do and I love it. But I’ve had a lot of jobs that have helped me appreciate this job. One of them was, one summer, it was a long summer, I was a ditch digger. We came up with fancy titles, I was an earth relocation engineer! I remember moments, I didn’t like that job and I hoped it was just a one summer job, but I’m going to do it in a way that glorifies God. I think what it means is, you do it to the best of your God-given ability.  That honors God. That glorifies God, when you do what you do to the best of your ability. 
Here’s the other ‘whatever you do’ statement. I love these two coupled together. I Corinthians 10:31

Whatever you do, whether you eat or drink, do it all to the glory of God.

How do you eat and drink to the glory of God?  Let me tell you how. Go to Founding Farmers! I went there for lunch two weeks ago and ordered the Ben Yates. It ranked in the top three desert moments of my life. Yes, I have food rankings!  Here’s the cool thing, it said it takes 20 minutes to order them, so we ordered them, Pastor Dave was with me, and the waitress, bless her heart, she brought them out before dinner! It was glorious! He was in the middle of a sentence and I stopped him and said, “I’m sorry but you need to stop right now because this is the greatest thing ever!” So I think it is possible to worship God with food and drink. But I think what this is saying, even things that are routine, even menial tasks or a chore that might seem mundane, is there a way to do it with an attitude? It is the attitude isn’t it? You all know, in your workplace, I don’t care what you do, well, if you are doing surgery on my brain, I guess there are some things I’m a little bit more concerned about your skill level, so let’s qualify it just a little, but in the vast majority of workplaces, give me attitude over ability any day of the week. Give me someone who is going to bring that A attitude to whatever it is they do. I can teach you a skill, but attitude is a little bit tougher. So when we talk about glorifying God, whatever you do, it is about doing things to the best of your ability, it is about doing things with a great attitude. 
Here’s what I’m getting at, this SDG idea is it is the why behind the what. It is not about what you are doing. That has nothing to do with it. It is about why. What is your MO? Are you really doing it to glorify God?

This is no easy thing and we are going to drill down and talk about it. I want to challenge you. Here’s the beautiful thing about it, if you can get this, it will change your life. So often our prayers are focused on, ‘God would You change my external circumstances?’ But it is not about the circumstances. In every situation, every circumstance, there is a way to glorify God. In fact, it is in the worst of circumstances that you might even have the greatest ability to glorify God. And listen to me, if glorifying God is the MO, if that is the purpose of life, then aren’t those situations redeemed in a way because I might not like this but I can glorify God through this. Unfortunately, nine times out of ten, our prayers are more focused on our personal comfort than God’s glory.  What we need to do is check that.

Alright, Jude 24 and 25, and here’s the phrase right out of the gate, Soli Deo Gloria:

Now all glory to God who is able to keep you from stumbling, who will bring you into his glorious presence innocent of sin and with great joy. All glory to Him. [Here it is again, in case you didn’t get this the first time.] All glory to Him who alone is God, our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord. All glory, majesty, power and authority are his before all time and in the present and beyond all time.

Amen! What a declaration of praise! Let’s unpack it.  The very first statement – now all glory to God, so the goal is that all glory would be given to God. God will not share his glory. He won’t do it. All glory belongs to God. How do you get there? Most of us aren’t to that place where all glory is being given to God, so let me just start back at square one. It starts with giving God a little glory. That’s where it starts, so let’s not overwhelm ourselves right out of the gate.
A week ago, I have a friend who was in town with his friend Chris Tomlin, who was in concert out at the Patriot Center and he was kind enough to get our family some tickets. It was neat because it was the night before my birthday and I can’t think of anything I love to be doing more for my birthday than to go and worship God as a family. I was sitting there thinking this is what it is all about. It was awesome! We worshipped God that night and something happened. I hadn’t been to a concert in a long, long time and I was next to Josiah, our fourth grader, and it was the strangest thing. I had this moment where I felt this impression from God that I should tell Josiah that if he wants to, he could raise his hands in worship. Here’s what I wrestle with as a parent, especially as a pastor, my kids have to own this thing themselves. Like when I’m doing devotions with my kids in the mornings, I’m careful and Lora, bless her heart, is really good at reminding me, ‘Mark, you don’t need to preach,’ because there is a difference between me telling them what to do and them getting it and doing it themselves. We all know that. My heart’s prayer as a parent is that our kids would grow up to love God with all of their heart, soul and mind and strength. That is what we want. That is the goal.  But I’ve also learned that I feel like as a parent there are moments when I’m that helicopter parent, a little bit too controlling, too protective, but I think there have also been moments when God convicted me with ‘Mark, you are too hands-off, you’re expectations are too low, you need to speak boldly and speak words of exhortation into your kids’ lives,’ and ultimately we need a sensitivity to the Holy Spirit to know when to back off and when to get in their business, right? Well, we are at this concert and I’m getting this feeling from the Holy Spirit that I need to tell my fourth grader that if he wants to, and I can’t even imagine him raising his hands in worship, but I just feel this. So I lean down and say, “Hey, Josiah, if the Lord leads you in this way, if you want to worship God by raising your hands, you can do that.”  It was funny; he looked up at me and gave me this look like, almost a half-smile, a little awkward there for a moment. And we kept worshipping. Then it went into a teaching segment and one of the things he taught on was posture in worship. Now, I make no apologies for this because I read the book of Revelation and I see them falling flat on their face and I see them bowing down, that their body posture begins to reflect their heart posture before God. That’s why I am a big believer in kneeling. I think it is important to kneel and pray sometimes to say, ‘God I humble myself before You.’  And I grew up in churches where body posture, there was on posture because you were holding a hymnal. That was all you were doing and that was your body posture in worship.  Then we went to a church, I remember the first time, people were raising their hands and thought that was a little weird. Then some people even moved around and that was even weirder. Maybe you walked in and you saw some people with their hands raised and you wondered if those people had a question! Some of you, that is foreign to your experience, but it was interesting, during this teaching segment, he went into it that raising hands is a very human reflex. It showed all these pictures with people with their hands up at different events. He was just making a point of when we are celebrating something, people tend to do this. It really resonated with me and I thought it was interesting that he would teach on that right after I had that conversation with Josiah. So then we went back into a time of worship and I felt another impression, and this is so delicate because I felt like the Lord wanted me to take him hand and together raise our hands and worship the Lord. It was just one of those songs where we were declaring God’s praise. It was really a precious moment and he didn’t resist it and I was sensitive to that. He was with me and we kind of alternatingly gripped each other’s hands.  We were worshipping God together and we get to the end of the song and they go into another song and I relax my grip and I’m ready to put my arm down, and my son takes my hand and he lifts my hand and it messed me up and it still messes me up. He is holding my hand and raising it to the Lord and it just blessed me because it was him lifting his heart to the Lord. Then I thought to myself, ‘If that is wrecking me as earthly father just to see my son begin to make a little expression of praise, what does that do to our heavenly Father?’ 
I think what I’m trying to say is you don’t have to write a cantata! When you make those little expressions of praise, and I’m not just talking about raising your hands in worship, I’m talking about those moments when you see someone in need and you feel prompted by the Holy Spirit and you actually act on it. You are really busy but you act on it. God is glorified in that. I’m talking about, the other night when the sun was going down and the sky was spectacular, we just paused, ‘God, You outdid Yourself this time.’  
I think about those moments where, in the earthly realm, my wife and kids are the greatest gift that God has given to me. Friday night, we go out and we are laughing and enjoying each other. Trust me, we have our share of conflict, but we are having some of those moments of enjoying being with each other. ‘God, thank You, thank You.’

Now all glory to God, whew! That’s a lot of glory. I think it starts with the smallest little gestures. Lift your heart, lift your hands to the Lord. We can do that, can’t we? We can all do that. I think when we do that, it blesses our heavenly Father.

A few years ago, with my oldest son, Parker, when he turned 12, you’ve heard this, I created a discipleship covenant and we went through a year-long process of me trying to disciple him. Certainly there was discipleship before that and after that but we made a physical, intellectual and spiritual covenant with each other. And the intellectual covenant was to read 12 books together. By the way, he is in Honors English and he is rocking it. He reads at an unbelievable level. I would like to take a little credit for that. He is a reader. He is an amazing reader and I wanted to cultivate that habit in him when he was younger. So one of the books we chose was Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren. By the way, I think that’s the best-selling non-fiction book in history. So we were going to the Grand Canyon because we celebrated this covenant. The end of the deal was that we would hike the Canyon from rim to rim as a celebration of this past year and him fulfilling that covenant. And the book that we were reading on that trip was Purpose Driven Life. I like that book. I think it nails it bulls-eye. I love the first sentence. The first sentence of the book might just be, in terms of like horse race, horse getting out of the gate, in terms of books getting out of the gate and getting to the point, Purpose Driven Life might be the best example of that because the first sentence, four words: It’s not about you.  Rick Warren was like, let me silly slap you right here at the beginning of this book.  It is not about you! It is not about you! I remember reading that and Parker and I talking about that and it was a really cool conversation. By the way, I remember that first glimpse of the Grand Canyon when we checked in at the Grand Canyon lodge on the north rim and I saw the Canyon through the picture window, I was like, nothing could have prepared me for it. We went out and stood there and absorbed the glory of God and what He had created. I remember when we were there, I asked Parker to memorize the first tenant of the West Minster Shorter Catechism. Here it is:
The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.

The chief end of man is to glorify God, and I love the second part too, enjoy Him forever. But it’s really that first part, the chief end of man is to glorify God. Soli Deo Gloria. It is not about you, it is all about Him.

Now, I’m going to share something I’ve shared a couple of times but it is a big part of the way I think and I hope it is something you can take and leverage in your own life. I believe everybody needs to experience a Copernican revolution. What do I mean by that? In the 16th Century, Nicholas Copernicus, astronomer, challenged the standard belief that the sun revolved around the earth. He got in a little bit of trouble for this. It was heretical at the time, but he said, ‘I don’t think that’s true, I think the earth actually revolves around the sun.’  It was a total paradigm shift. It was like the whole universe was turned on its axis. So, it’s not revolving around us, we are revolving around it?  With that in mind, what I mean with everybody needs to experience a Copernican revolution, here’s the deal, when we are born, is it not true that the world revolves around us? Someone feeds you. Someone changes you. You can’t even go to sleep on your own, someone puts you to sleep. Someone even burps you! And the first lesson you learn, if you cry, you get what you want. So as babies, the world revolves around you. But at some point, you need to come to the realization, probably before you are 22, that Momma ain’t gonna feed you and burp you the rest of your life. The world doesn’t revolve around you. It is not about you! 
One of the reasons why I think it is important to take our children on mission trips is because we need to be reminded that the world does not revolve around us. I think there are a lot of people that have a very selfish spirituality. We are on the topic and I’m the only talking. Let me talk about this for a minute. I think we need a Copernican revolution in our marriages. Have I told you the only difference between an unhappy marriage and a happy marriage? Not the only difference but this is a big one. In my estimation, an unhappy marriage is two people who are trying to get the marriage to revolve around them and meet their needs. A happy marriage is two unselfish people who are trying to meet each other’s needs. Here’s my whole philosophy in a nutshell.  I think all of us are selfish, we need a Copernican revolution. Hopefully something happens in our life that turns us around, but honestly, I think one reason why God has given us marriage is that you can’t be selfish and happily married at the same time. There has to be some death to self if you are going to be happily married. It is no longer just about you. It is about us. And the purpose of marriage is not just happiness, it is holiness. Here’s the problem. It never really completely works, so then God gives us kids! And usually one doesn’t do the trick. When you have kids, you hit a point, this happened to me about two months ago. It really isn’t about me. My kids are hitting that place, hitting those early teenage years, this is for real, the stakes are real and you realize it is not about you. 

I think when it comes to church, we need a Copernican revolution. I hope this is a place where you can come and get fed, but can I remind you that spiritual maturity is about producing more than you consume. I think some of you maybe are like, ‘I wish I got more out of church.’ Let me tell you how you get more out of church – you give more! If you give more, you start serving and you will be amazed how much more you get out of it.

So how does this all start? I think it starts with committing our lives to the lordship of Jesus Christ. How do you glorify God? It starts by acknowledging that He is God. It starts with dethroning yourself, saying it is not about me, and acknowledging that it is about Him! I’ve got to tell you that I put my faith in Christ when I was five years old and it began a journey for me. But if I’m being honest, it wasn’t until I was 19 that things changed for me. Here’s how I would describe it. You’ve heard me talk about this before. I think for 14 or 15 years, I had this inverted relationship with God. I mean, it was about me following Jesus. It was more like I had invited Jesus to follow me. It wasn’t about me figuring out God’s agenda for my life, it was about me making sure God understood my agenda for Him. Occasionally it was fine if I glorify God but I wanted God to glorify me. It wasn’t about me serving God’s purposes; it was really more about God serving my purposes. You with me? 

I wonder how many of us think we are following Jesus when in fact, it is more about ‘my kingdom come and my will be done.’ There is a fine line between ‘my’ will and ‘Thy’ will.  We’ve got to get to that other side. It’s a lifelong process. I’m always praying that God would sanctify my motives, purify them and that challenge never ends. As soon as I’m completely sanctified, I will let you know!
It’s kind of like happiness, if you go after happiness, you will never find it, right? Happiness is a by-product of something else. I think in the same way, we want this fulfillment in life and we want people to worship us or maybe just a little bit of glory, and what we discover is that it is not until we live our lives for God’s glory that we experience all the joy and peace and everything else that really makes life make sense. You were created to worship God. You can’t not worship. You are hard-wired to worship. You will worship someone or something. The question is will you worship God with a capital G or will you worship god with a lowercase g?

Let me close with this. I love, love, love this Jude benediction and we’ve barely even touched the surface. Verse 25

All glory to Him who alone is God. Our Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord, all glory, majesty, power and authority are his before all time and in the present and beyond all time. Amen.

Let me close with this. So, we are at this concert and it was a meaningful night for me. I won’t forget that night. I told you that they taught about raising your hands in worship, but they didn’t something else that I can’t do justice. He talked about the star that has died but through astronomical sound equipment, the sound of that star, I think it revolves around its axis something like 11 times a second, and it emits this sound and this sound has been captured by astronomers so you can hear it. He played it and it was cool. Then he talked about this cluster of stars. I don’t know where it is. I don’t even know if it is in our galaxy or some other, but the sound of those stars has been captured and he played that. Then he talked about whales and whale songs. Do you know that whale songs travel thousands and thousands of miles under the water? And he played some whale songs and it was cool. Here’s what he did. He took out his iPad and he had these three sounds recorded and he said, ‘Let me play around with this a little bit.’ It was neat. He would change the tempo on one and on another one would bring the volume up and down, then he took the whale songs and mixed that in. By the way, he was talking about Chris Tomlin’s song Sing, Sing, Sing, Make Music with the Heavens. This idea that all of creation is glorifying God. We may not be able to hear it until we receive a glorified auditory cortex to be able to perceive angels voices and the songs of creation. We are not capable of it right now because we haven’t received our glorified body yet, but he mixed all these together, then he turned it into the soundtrack for How Great is our God, then he mixed in Chris Tomlin’s lyrics and voice, and it was an awesome moment. 
I’m not a DJ, I’m not going to mix something, but I am going to invite all of our worship teams at all of our locations to come, as we sing that song together and as I lead us in prayer. 

Father, we thank You. We were created to glorify You and to worship You. Unto You belongs all praise, glory, majesty, power and authority. Soli Deo Gloria. To the glory of God alone. May our lives bring You glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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