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The Marine Corp has an interesting motto: Semper Fidelis.  These are two Latin words that mean ‘always faithful.’ These speak to the loyalty. Everything they do flows out of this simple idea of who they are. Always faithful.

We continue our God Anthology series today talking about the character of God. Today, I want to talk about what I think is one of the most underappreciated attributes or parts of God’s character – faithfulness. Faithfulness is not an exciting word. It is not brilliant; it is not sexy; it is not flashy, but the idea of faithfulness is foundational to how we view God. And it is foundational to our relationships as well. 
When you think about marriage, for instance, you take marriage and there are all kinds of wonderful and unique parts of marriage. There is love, there is caring for the other person, there is generosity, there are arguments and differing opinions and opposing philosophies, there is spurring each other towards our dreams. There are all kinds of unique parts of marriage and all kinds of stuff that can exist within marriage that can be wonderful for each person if there is a sense of faithfulness. Ask any marriage psychologist and they will tell you the same thing, that if you take away faithfulness, you take away all the other stuff. You can’t take away trust, you can’t take away faithfulness, and trust is merely an outgrowth or an active belief of another’s faithfulness. You take away that and you take away the marriage. But if there is a sense of faithfulness, a sense of trust within a relationship, within a marriage, and there is an appreciation of that, then it leads to a wonderful and a long relationship. 

It wasn’t long ago that I was at a friend’s house and I was looking around the house, I was snooping around, it was a really nice house, so I said, “Man, this is a beautiful house!” And I was surprised at their reaction because they started with some negative commentary and I was thinking maybe they weren’t real appreciative of this house, but as they went on, I found out that the foundation of the house was unsecure. So as they moved into this house, they found out that it was going to cost everything, they were going to lose all their finances because all the beauty of what looked good in that house didn’t have a firm foundation, so over time that stuff would crumble down. The beautiful tile, the new appliances, everything about that house, all the good things that I saw with my eyes did not matter if the foundation was not secure. It doesn’t matter if things look good on the outside. It doesn’t matter if things look good on the inside. If things aren’t working well on the downside, then everything else will crumble. What does that mean? It means that even if you look good on the outside and even if you feel good on the inside, if you don’t have a foundation to who you are, things will come crumbling down at some point in your life. 
A relationship with God is built on faithfulness. When we fall short of understanding his faithfulness, we fall short of comprehending all of the giftings that come as a result of his faithfulness.

Lamentations 3:21-24

21 This I recall to my mind, 
Therefore I have hope. 
22 The LORD’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, 
For His compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
Great is Your faithfulness. 
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
“Therefore I have hope in Him.” 

This is one of those passages that you really need to memorize. You need this in times of need to pull out and to remember God’s goodness and his faithfulness. But before we talk about the beauty of this statement, I think we need to look at the context in which it was penned, because this is one of the most contrasting chapters, I think, in all of Scriptures. We see that scholars attribute the authorship to the prophet Jeremiah and it was at a time when the city of Jerusalem was taken captive. For years, God had said to Isaiah to come out and repent and to leave their wicked ways and stop living in sin and leave the life they were living in selfish pursuit. It was said over and over and they wouldn’t leave this life and they fell and city fell and after 15-20 years of assault on the city, finally, in 586 B.C., Jerusalem falls. The city crumbled and the temple was torn down. This was not just a dark day, this was a day of desolation, a day of destruction and desperation. The context, Lamentations 3:1, and note up at the top the description of this passage

1 I am the one who has seen the afflictions
      that come from the rod of the Lord’s anger.
 2 He has led me into darkness,
      shutting out all light.
 3 He has turned his hand against me
      again and again, all day long. 

 4 He has made my skin and flesh grow old.
      He has broken my bones.
 5 He has besieged and surrounded me
      with anguish and distress.
 6 He has buried me in a dark place,
      like those long dead. 

 7 He has walled me in, and I cannot escape.
      He has bound me in heavy chains.
 8 And though I cry and shout,
      he has shut out my prayers.
 9 He has blocked my way with a high stone wall;
      he has made my road crooked. 

 10 He has hidden like a bear or a lion,
      waiting to attack me.
 11 He has dragged me off the path and torn me in pieces,
      leaving me helpless and devastated.
 12 He has drawn his bow
      and made me the target for his arrows. 

 13 He shot his arrows
      deep into my heart.
 14 My own people laugh at me.
      All day long they sing their mocking songs.
 15 He has filled me with bitterness
      and given me a bitter cup of sorrow to drink. 

 16 He has made me chew on gravel.
      He has rolled me in the dust.
 
How is the anthem Great is Thy Faithfulness penned out of this? We are going a completely different directions here aren’t we? This is one of the darkest pits in all of Scripture. I could make a case, maybe outside of Psalm 88 or Job 3, this is one of the deepest holes that we find in Scripture. The circumstances are devastating. Lamentations was not actually the original name that was given to this book, but it was the Greek scholars who came along later after the exile and didn’t know Hebrew as well and gave it the name Lamentations. The original name was taken from the first word of the first, the second and the fourth chapter, the very first word, that’s what this book was called, the word ‘how.”  How God could You let this happen?  How could You allow this to take place? It was meant to convey a sense of profound shock and as you read through these poems, there are sets of 22 verses in each one of these poems and it is an acrostic as you go down these chapters. As you read through each one of these chapters, you see the devastation that the nation of Israel fell into. It is brutal, taken captive and their temple is torn down and the building that their ancestors built with their bare hands and given sacrificially towards is gone. They had no place to pray and to worship God. And they go through this season of starvation where they are actually forced to a place of cannibalism. This is a brutal time in the life of the nation of Israel. And it all comes to the point, and this is the kicker, they can’t just blame Babylon for everything that is going on, they can’t just blame King Nebuchadnezzar because look at Chapter 1 verse 12:
Is it nothing to you all you who pass by? Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow which has been brought upon me which the Lord inflicted on the day of his fierce anger.

God was in this? How? We suddenly realize Lamentations and the question how. It is one thing to look at trials and tribulations and tough times and say Satan was in that thing, but to look at those situations and to realize God was actually present in this thing. How? 

Have you ever asked that question? I know I have. Where you come to a place and all you can ask is how could this happen because there is no way you can comprehend how something could have any point of redemption. How? I’ve asked that question before, and I remember asking that question when I was younger, with my parents when I didn’t understand something they were doing. I would ask that question and I wouldn’t understand their logic or what they were thinking and I didn’t understand their sense of wisdom. But it is interesting because I am wearing the other shoe as a father and now I have to discipline my children and I have to see them go through pain so that they can mature and grow as individuals.  

My two-year-old Zeke really doesn’t get this and it’s not going well, to be honest, so far with him. He hits. That’s his thing, he will whack, not much emotion but he will haul off. He’s my little Sugar Ray Leonard. Ella will do something and he will just whack. I’ll pick him and say, ‘You can’t do that,’ and he will whack me across the face. I’ll say, ‘Zeke, do you want discipline?’ ‘Yes Dad.’ I say, ‘Do you want a time out?’ ‘Yes please.’ So I take him and put him in time out. ‘Thank you Dad.’ It’s really not going so well with Zeke! My little girl Ella, it wasn’t long ago that we were on the sidewalk and she jumped out into the street. I caught her immediately and I pulled her back and I said, ‘Ella, you can’t go into the street, no matter what, you never go out there without holding one of our hands.’ And I disciplined her right there and she started balling. She has an emotional gift that I have never known! She doesn’t get it. ‘How could you do this Daddy?’ And you look around and there is not a car within blocks. You can’t see any car, there was no danger, she could have jumped out there and done a dance and everything would have been fine. But there is a different level of wisdom, right? I had to take that as a teaching moment. That day, she couldn’t understand why I did that. But later on, a couple weeks later, we are out there about to go out on the street and this car comes out of nowhere, zips past us. Ella didn’t jump out on the street. Why? Not because she saw the car coming, none of us saw it coming, but because I had disciplined her prior to that circumstance. What she did not understand in one season is exactly what saved her in another season.
I have to wonder, there are seasons in our life where we walk into discipline, where we walk into tough circumstances and we do not get it. We say how can this happen. Why did this happen? And there is no way for our minds to logically understand why a situation occurs. But what happens in one season that we do not understand oftentimes is the thing that in another season saves our life. And it takes us down the right road and in the right direction because God is faithful in all things. He is faithful in the good and in the bad. He is faithful unto his Word.

I’m not saying today that any major problem you have is discipline from God. That’s not what I’m saying. We live in a world that is fallen and there are direct results from our decisions and from other decisions that have come before us and around us. But I am saying that in every circumstance, we owe it to ourselves and we owe it to God to ask the question, ‘God are You in this? Are You trying to teach me something?’ Sometimes God allows us to go through certain circumstances and through certain disciplines where He has a plan and a purpose for those things and for that season and it is good and it is from Him and He desires for us to grow through those things.

Maybe you look at these first 20 verses and you say where God’s faithfulness in that was. What we just read a moment ago, where was God’s faithfulness in those verses and in that season? I think it is a redefinition of faithfulness. Faithfulness is not a promise of prosperity. Faithfulness is the promise of consistency. God loves us. He has perfect love for us but that is shown in different ways and in different places. He is not faithful to our comfort or to our liking. He is faithful to his word. Of what value would one promise from God be if He didn’t keep this one over here? He is true to his words to allow us to be disciplined in certain seasons so we can grow and to allow us to be blessed in other seasons so that we can grow. He is faithful to his word. So in these 20 verses, the author is leading us to a point and the point is this – as He as faithful in his word to correct us, so He is faithful in his word to redeem us. That’s why the first 20 verses can lead us to this point – his word always comes back around and is true. When he disciplines, that is merely enforcing his faithfulness. And when you understand that He is faithful over here, you can understand that He will always be faithful to find and to push and to allow us to receive forgiveness and redemption.

If you have a friend that only compliments you or only says nice things about you, that tends to be hollow and it doesn’t mean all that much, right? Maybe they are a good friend but I would guess that those friends aren’t your best friends, because a best friend is willing to say the good and the bad. He is willing to encourage you in the good and he is willing to exhort you in the bad and in the rough season. He is willing to take the risk and to go into the tension of hard conversation and to say hard things. Why? Not because he is annoyed but because he cares and loves you enough to want to see you built up in every single season of life that you are in. What happens in that season? And their compliments carry a lot more weight don’t they? They mean something because you know they are observations that are given from the truth and the love of their hearts. 

The colors of God’s goodness explode in the springtime of life, after you have gone through the winter of discipline.

Not long ago, I was in a relationship that wasn’t so good. My parents sat me down and they shared a few thoughts with me. They gave me some advice and they talked about some red flags and they talked about some things that were not good about this. And I listened to them and they were just plain wrong! Why? Because they were parents and parents are always wrong when you’re a kid! They never have wisdom to understand what you understand. I understood way more than my parents. I was way wiser than my parents when I was younger. I don’t know if you were the same way but they shared these things and I heard them and I disagreed. And they allowed me to make my decision. Time has an amazing way of validating parents doesn’t it! That relationship blew up. It turned bad and it turned ugly and it turned into a lot of pain for me. It took me into a very dark season, a season of pain. Now, were my parents happy about that? Did they pray that that would happen? Did they enjoy that, the fact that they were right and I entered into pain? No, absolutely not. As a parent, you understand that there is just about anything that you would do to not see your kids go through pain. But I made a decision and there were consequences to that decision. And when I made the decision to go against their guidelines and their advice, I stepped into a different place and I had to live and work through the consequences of the decisions that I had made.
That season is a season where I began to understand the faithfulness of parents and I began to understand the faithfulness of God in that season. Why? Because it is not the great seasons that you go through that prove faithfulness, and it was an understanding that faithfulness did not just mean they would tell me whatever I wanted to hear or whatever would make me most comfortable. No, as parents they were faithful to me by allowing me to make decisions, by sharing guidelines, but ultimately seeing me go through the consequences to my own decisions. A father’s corrections is not disinheritance, it is an act of love. God is faithful to fulfill purpose even through pain.
I wonder if you identify with some of the prayer points, some of the descriptors in Lamentations 3, the beginning. Look at some of these words: affliction, maybe that’s you, you are in a season of affliction; darkness; physical problems; stress; loneliness; discipline; made fun of; defeated; loss of money; peaceless. This Scripture leads us to the edge of the cliff, doesn’t it? Life is so terrible, there is no option, there is no way out, there is nowhere to turn. It is a build-up, a 21 verse crescendo of destruction. Verse 17, peace has been stripped away and I have forgotten what prosperity is. I cry out, my splendor is gone. Everything I had hoped for from the Lord is lost. The thought of my suffering and homelessness is bitter beyond words. I will never forget this awful time as I grieve over my loss!  Then verse 21 shows up:

Yet! I still dare to hope.

Whew! 20 verses of pain and sorrow and destruction and hopelessness and darkness and loneliness and affliction and stress takes us to the point where we say, ‘Yet I still dare to hope.’

I wonder if this is you. You feel knocked down. You are living in affliction. You are in the middle of stress. You are lonely. You are in a dark season. You are in over your head. You are overcome and overwhelmed and this is you. You are living in the first 20 verses and I have to wonder this today. Do we read these verses, what if we talk about the first 20 verses and we stop? I wonder if a lot of us live our lives in the first 20 verses and stopping and we go out and say, ‘I’m so lonely, I’m in such a dark place, I am so overwhelmed, I can do nothing, I am hopeless, this is a terrible situation.’ And you are right, all of that is true. But do you live the first 20 verses and stop and live in hopelessness? Or are you willing to come to verse 21 in your life? Are you willing to leave from this place and enter into verse 21 and say, ‘Yet! I still dare, in the face of all of this, I still dare to hope!’ You can only hope if you understand one thing – the faithfulness of God.  Faithfulness equals foundation. When you have a foundation, you are able to build upon that and Jeremiah has a foundation and the faithfulness of God and it brings him to this point right here. The times I learned most about faithfulness were not the fun times. They were not the good times. They were not the times where I had a lot of laughter in life. They were the times when everything went awry. They were the times where I was in a season of discipline, where I had made wrong decisions. They were the times when I had not control and I had to come before God and understand that it is not just God’s blessings but He is a God who is the source of blessing and when I go to Him, He is faithful to receive me. His Word says in Psalm 119: Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. His Word is always true, yesterday, today, tomorrow and forever. He is always faithful and He is always there and He says I will not leave or forsake you, I am with you to the very end of the age. Hebrews 13:5 says He will never leave us behind. II Timothy 2:13 says if we are faithless, He remains faithful. He cannot deny Himself. Exodus 34 says He is abounding in love and faithfulness. Psalm 37:3 says to trust in the Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the lands and verily thou shalt be fed. In the Hebrew, this literally translates as feed off of God’s faithfulness. I love that! We are called to feed off of his faithfulness in times of trouble. 
What do you feed off of in troubling times? I know a lot of us feed off of fear. I’ve got a buddy who, anytime something starts to go wrong, he feeds off of fear. He sees the bad. It is almost a defense mechanism to predict what could go wrong. And he has to say it and verbalize it because he feeds off of fear in those situations. He has to verbalize what could happen but 99% of the time, it never happens, but he feeds off of it. Some other people feed off of avoidance. I’ve got friends who go to the bar. They go to the bottle. They use alcohol to numb situations and they want to avoid and they feed off of that. I have other friends, including me, sometimes I feed off of food. It is a source of false comfort, if you will, trying to soothe the situation that is so tough and you try to take the stress off. All of us feed off of tough situations in different ways, but God’s Word says this – feed off my faithfulness. When you do, something happens. When you feed off of his faithfulness, you focus more on Him and it taints your outlook towards hope. 

One of the great things about heroes is their consistency. It is not just that they do something great once. It is not just that they are extremely talented. It is that they do something consistently and that they are always there when you need them. Those are the heroes in our life. The people around them feed off of that. They always make people around them better because they understand, there is a consistency to this person that they will always be there for me. And they feed off of that. What God is saying is, ‘I am always there for you. I am always there! Bank on it, count on it. I am faithful. Feed off of this!’ The Greek word in the New Testament used for faithfulness is the word ‘pistos.’ It is the same word that is used for faith. In the passive sense, it is used as faithfulness, but in the active sense, it is used as faith. In other words, these two words are interconnected. You can’t see one without the other. Faith and faithfulness go hand in hand. It is almost like one is the root and the other is the fruit. You have a root there to bring the active. You see faithfulness so that it will bring faith. That is what feeding off of faithfulness is. To use a hyphen, Pastor Mark would be proud, put a hyphen in there, faith-full. You are full of faith. You feed off of what God has done in your life over and over and over again.
Forest Arnold was a professor at the school I went to, Central Bible College, and he invested years into this school. It’s an amazing story and an amazing man. Probably 50 plus years ago, Forest Arnold played for Memphis and he was First Team All American basketball player and was drafted in the first round of the NBA but decided not to go play in the NBA. Instead, he decided to pursue what he felt was a calling on his life to go into full-time ministry. He invested incredibly in pastoral work and missionary work and at this Bible College. He was known by thousands of people for his work and his investment in them. He passed away a couple of months ago and one of my favorite stories at the funeral was someone shared this. He was on a mission trip, I think it was to Thailand, and he stopped in California, and in the airport a guy named Jerry West walks past him and he looks over and he recognizes him. And if you don’t know the name Jerry West, he was one of the top 20 NBA players of all time. He is the guy on the logo of the NBA patch, the guy dribbling, that’s Jerry West. He has had an amazingly successful career and he walks past Forest Arnold and he goes, ‘Hey, aren’t you Forest Arnold?’ And he comes over to him and he says, ‘What happened to you? I remember we used to battle. You were an amazing player.’ And Forest shared, ‘I decided instead of playing in the NBA that God had a calling on me and I needed to give my life in service and ministry.’ And Jerry West leans over to him and says, ‘Between you and I, I think you made the better decision.’ That’s pretty cool right there. Forest Arnold lived an amazing life, constantly caring and investing in other people. I think he was in his late 50s when I had him as a professor and I remember sitting in his classroom and he used to stand up and talk about the faithfulness of God and he was so passionate when he would talk about this. He was a big guy, probably a good 6’5” and he would start waving his arms when he would get really passionate and one eye would get bigger than the other, and you didn’t know what was going to happen. I was in the front row and I’d get worried! He would get so passionate about the faithfulness of God. Why? Because he had seen over and over and over and over and over and over again that when God spoke, his word remained true; that when God gave him a vision, He would always come and fulfill that vision; and even when they didn’t have enough money; and even when they did not have the ability; even when they did not have the know-how to get something done, when God gave a vision, He came and He fulfilled that vision. When you see that one, two, three, four, five, sixty, sixty-five, sixty-nine years in a row, when you see that again and again and again, you become more passionate and more passionate and more passionate about his Word that is true and the understanding that He is faithful. I understand that when I was five years old, I could not have a proper understanding or a great understanding of God’s faithfulness at that age because you only care about the here and the now. I feel the same way about when I was 20! There is no way I could understand. What I’ve seen in the last 13 or 14 years of God, I have this incredible appreciation. But you know what I understand today? That I under-appreciate God’s faithfulness. I’m 34 years old and a man who is twice my age, I understand that he has a lot to teach me, that there are things that I cannot comprehend with this mind because I don’t have the experience of again and again. He would stand there after 70 years of seeing God come through and he would say, ‘Don’t ever stop short of seeing the faithfulness of God. Don’t ever leave before God shows Himself true because He always shows Himself. He will never leave you behind. He will never forsake you.’ And he spoke with the reality and with the experience of knowing God’s faithfulness. He was like a broken record. 

When you see over and over, it is almost like grooves are carved out in your brain. You see the same thing and it is like that broken record: God is faithful, click. God is faithful, click. God is faithful, click. God is a rock, click. God is a rock, click. Over and over you see Him again and again perform the same things and take us to the point where he says, ‘Yet! Yet! I still dare to hope!’
Verse 22

22 The LORD’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, 
For His compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
Great is Your faithfulness. 
24 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
“Therefore I have hope in Him.”
Thomas O. Chisholm had a difficult adult life. He was very sickly and he would spend weeks at a time in bed and he would have to force himself to get out of bed just to go out and make ends meet for his family and find various jobs. It was a tough life. At the age of 27, he found faith. And he was so excited at this idea of God’s faithfulness, that He was faithful in the good and the bad, and He was faithful in sickness and in health. So he went back to Kentucky and he worked as a pastor at a local church, and after a year, his church released him. They fired him because he was just too sick. So he went back into this cycle, he would be bed-ridden for a while, then he got up and got a job selling brushes door to door. And year after year after year, he would go out and he would walk the muddy, windy, hot, dusty trails just trying to make ends meet in a tough place in life. During this incredible season, he came across Lamentations 3 and he penned a poem that he called Great Is Thy Faithfulness. It is a song that I sing to my four-year-old girl Ella most night. We lay there and I tell her a story and she’ll ask me what song I’m going to sing and I’ll say Great Is Thy Faithfulness and she loves it. It’s one of her favorite songs now. There is intentionality behind that song. I understand that when I sing that, the lyrics of that song, it is not my favorite tune in the world but the lyrics of that song speak to something that will carry her through the great seasons and will carry her through when she has nothing left, to understand that God is faithful and to allow the lyrics to be imprinted on her heart. When we lay there at night for her to hear those words and know them. 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not, 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be. 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed, Thy hands have provided. 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.
We lay there at night and sing that song. Ella knows that song now, she can sing it. She won’t do it if you ask her, she’ll do it when you won’t ask her though. It was cool this week, just randomly she said, ‘Whenever I pass away, at my funeral, I want that song Great is Thy Faithfulness. We sang that song at my Dad’s funeral. That song itself has a legacy in our family. We’ve had some incredible times and seasons but we’ve also had some tough times as a family and that song has been faithful to remind us that God is faithful in all circumstances, in every place and season of life, God is faithful.
There was a story in Christianity Today about a lady named Susan Shelley. She was the director of education at a local church. She became pregnant and had a little girl named Mandy and Mandy had some problems. She had some brain issues and they had years of complications. She would have seizures, multiple seizures every single day, and they had the hospital visits and the rehab and they had marital problems because of it. One day they went to the doctor and the doctor said, ‘You are pregnant.’ Then right after that, in a very monotone voice, he said, ‘But there are major complications to the point that we don’t believe you should keep this baby, we recommend that life is not fit for them and you need to have an abortion.’ The mother said, ‘No, we are going to keep this baby.’  Everything from spina bifida to club feet to a series of incredible challenges but she went full term and got in the hospital and they had the baby. The baby came out and the nurse walked over and she asked the parents what they wanted to name the baby, and they said, ‘Toby.’ That is short for Tobias, which is a Biblical name that means God is good. Years later, after all the problems and all the troubles they had gone through as a family and they were in a good place, the husband was speaking to alumni at Wheaton College and at the very end of sharing all of this, he made a statement, I love this statement. At the very end he said this: Life is hard but God is good.  
Isn’t that Lamentations 3? Lamentations 3 is this: Life is hard but God is good. I think all of us need to know those two things. We are really good at knowing the first part, life is hard. We all know that and we can talk about that and dissect that and tell you why. But do we understand that life is hard but God is good? Do we live in that second part? Do we live in the place where we can come to verse 21 in our life and say, ‘Yet! I dare to hope!’

I wonder if we read this passage and we just live in those first 20 verses. What would happen if verse 21-24, or even following that, what would happen if you took those verses and you brought them over here and you dropped them in? You plugged them into your life. You allowed those words and those attitudes to integrate into your life. What would happen if we did it with this Scripture right here? Here’s what it might say:
God has pierced my heart but God is good. He has driven me away but no one is cast off. He has led me into darkness but his mercies are new every morning. I have been deprived of peace, but I have hope. I remember my affliction and my wandering but your compassions never fail me. My soul is downcast within me but He has great love. He walled me in so I can’t escape, but we are not consumed. He has besieged me and surrounded me but great is Thy faithfulness through all generations, generation after generation.
Life is hard but God is good. 

Heavenly Father, this day we say thank You. We say thank You God for the good seasons and the bad seasons. The reason being is that we understand that You are faithful. You are faithful through every single season of life. You are constant God and we give You praise for that this day. Lord I pray that each one of us would come to the point in our life that maybe this is the day that we need to say Yet I dare to hope! Lord I pray that You would give each one of us the courage to build off of a foundation of faithfulness that you have laid in front of us because when we see your Word, the root should bring us to the fruit. And faithfulness God is the root of our faith, but faith should flow out, should come up, should sprout up from what You have done in the past and from what You have showed us in our past and what you desire to do in our future God. So we pray this day that we would live with a sense of your faithfulness in our life and that we would live with a sense of active obedience unto faith moving forward. We commit these things to You in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
