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The vision is for us to come together here and create a body of believers in the middle of a market place; a place where people are already gathering together and just open up our doors to allow people to come in, whether it is café, whether it is retail, whether it is art or whatever it is that draws people naturally together, that’s what we want to create; that’s the place we want to situate ourselves with and meet people.

Hey guys! It’s good to be back. My name is John Hassler. I was in that video there. I am back in town for a couple of days. I’m going back to Berlin tomorrow, but I had an opportunity, thanks to a church in Knoxville, Tennessee, to get back to the states. I did some work down there with some folks who are coming to Berlin to do a discipleship year, so that afforded me the opportunity to layover here in D.C. I’m so glad to join you guys tonight. Some of you may know me and some may not, but I’ve been on staff here at NCC for four years and I’m now leading our initiative and efforts in Berlin, Germany to start a campus there of sorts, not necessarily going to look like most of our campus launches here in the D.C. metro area, but really excited about being able to inspire some new work happening in that city.  If you guys have been following along on this journey, it’s been going on for about two years. I moved to Berlin in November of this past year. So I’m been there about six months. We are entering into phase one of this project. I’m getting situated there, getting a lay of the land. And this is a really slow process but we want to be able to do our best to keep you informed about what’s happening there, the progress that I’m going through and keep you guys up to date with what’s happening on the ground there. So, I’m so grateful to have the opportunity to share briefly with you guys. I don’t have much time but I wanted to give you a couple of updates and mostly let you know what you guys can be doing to pray for me and to stay connected with our community that is growing there now.

The spiritual climate in Berlin, Germany is very, very difficult to wrap up into words, especially in two minutes, but I just had some missionaries pass through who have done a world tour and they were talking about some of the spiritual oppression that they had encountered all over the world where they went. They were in India and Southeast Asia and Eastern Europe and they said a lot of times when they would come through a place where there would be maybe some sort of temple or something, they could feel the presence of spiritual warfare that was happening. But in Berlin, there is not really anything like that. I liken it to kind of a slow and steady dripping. The thing there is that there are not just places that you can point to, it’s just this permeating thing that happens and it’s one of those things where at the end of the day, you’re just tired and you feel like spiritually drained. I was talking with some other church planters there and they all feel the same thing. The thing is, there is a huge indifference. When you say that you are a Christian, people just chuckle or there is really no reaction at all. There is no violent reaction, but more like, ‘Oh, that’s cute, there is still somebody that believes in that nice fairy tale.’ So there’s this general acceptance but still a very strong undercurrent, so if you guys can be praying for that, that takes a unique kind of ministry, it takes a unique kind of presence, and that’s what we are trying to build there, but that’s something that takes a really long time to do. It takes a different kind of strategy than we would have in other parts of the world or even here in this city. So I’m just asking you guys to pray with me and asking you guys to be patient, to watch this process as it goes along and we’ll do our best to keep you up to date with what’s happening.
I want to leave you with a word of Scripture that the Lord laid on my heart. I think this is totally for us. The passage in II Corinthians that we like to attribute to giving, but I think it is a lot about just sharing the burdens that we have for one another, so I just ask that you would share a little bit of the burden with me that I’m having over there and that you would give generously with the spiritual life that you have here. Could you guys allow that to overflow to me in Berlin? That would be a huge blessing. Let me close my time here with this, II Corinthians 8 starting in verse 9:
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor so that by his poverty, might become rich. And in this matter, I give my judgment. This benefits you, who, a year ago, started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. So now finish doing it as well so that your readiness and desiring it may be matching by your completing it out of what you have. For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness, your abundance at the present time should supply their need so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. As it is written, whoever gathered much had nothing left over and whoever gathered little had no lack.

I ask that you guys pray with me and I look forward to seeing you guys soon. Thank you.

[Joel Schmidgall]
One morning this week, Ella and I were sitting outside on our back porch eating Grape Nuts for breakfast, which I love. I used to eat Grape Nuts as a kid with my dad and now my little girl eats Grape Nuts with me, which someone described as a tasteless breakfast. We are out in back eating our breakfast and right next to us is a pot of sunflowers and Ella looks over and one of the sunflowers is starting to wither away and Ella says, ‘Dad, the flower is dying, and I think it is because Zekey was touching it.’  Zekey is our two year old younger brother and that makes sense, right? In most of our families, it is always the younger brother’s fault. I was a younger brother. I say to her, ‘Ella, it’s going to be alright. We just need to help that flower a little bit.’ So I reached my hand down and took a hold of that flower gently and I took my finger and I popped the head off of the flower! And she, ‘Oh no, Dad, you died it!’ I said, ‘No, it’s going to ok, Ella, with some flowers, when it is withering and you pull the head off, it allows an opportunity for new growth. It allows an opportunity for a new bud to come up.’ And I said, ‘Ella, in death there is opportunity for new life to arise.’ I was thinking, ‘Man, I am an awesome Dad right now! This is amazing! I am in the fatherly zone right now!’ Did you also know that with sunflowers it is not necessarily true when you pop the heads off that they are going to grow back? We have two murdered sunflowers on our back porch and if Nina comes around, I heard from a good source that it was little Zekey that did it!
The idea of the story is a great metaphor. I think what God is trying to do in our midst right now, that certain things have to die in order for God to bring his new life within us. To allow something to die is different than allowing something to wither away. It is different than pushing something to the side. It is laying that thing to rest. Death is painful, but I believe in the pain of death, it provides soil for new life.  We have a choice in the matter though. We all have an opportunity and we have a choice to relieve our short-term desires or we have a choice to fulfill long-term good. 

If you have your Bible, turn to Luke 22:39 and following and we are going to read that in just a moment. Jesus and the disciples had just had the Lord’s Supper together and they had just dined and fellowshipped and shared last words and shared this incredibly intimate moment together of ministry and of relationship. Then Jesus takes his closest companions out to a place called the Mount of Olives or the Garden of Gethsemane and He asks them to pray along with Him. We find Jesus in the moment of final decision to either serve short-term comfort or enter into and fulfill the long-term plan that God had for all of humanity. Verse 39
 39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed,
To kneel in this culture was not the common prayer position. The common prayer position was to stand up and look heavenward and to raise your hands. Now, there is no right prayer position. Posture does not affect or make greater effect to our prayers, but I think posture does sometimes show the attitude of the heart. And we see Jesus kneel before God and we see this attitude before the Lord and it is pushed even further when we see his next statement in verse 42.
 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.”
This is always been the sticking point in fine print for me. Are we willing to say to God the Father, ‘Your will be done in my life no matter what that might be.’  Where do you need to die so that life can sprout up?  Jesus died so that the new could come to life within each one of us. Somewhere in your capacity, I wonder if you are holding back new life because you refuse to allow something to die. Maybe it is money, maybe it is sleep, maybe it is TV, maybe it is forgiveness or fear or your time, maybe it is confidence, but death was not defeated until Jesus died to self. Our vices are not defeated until we die to self and until we surrender to God.

I want to invite Anthony Richards up here.  I met Anthony about ten years ago when we took a trip over to Jamaica. We were there to help rehab a Teen Challenge Center, ministering to people coming out of addictions. We met Anthony in the program at that time and God was doing something in him. But it was a process of dying to self and of understanding and surrendering to God. Ten years later, this last January, we went back and Anthony is now directing that Teen Challenge! God has done an amazing work! Sometimes I don’t need to talk about a point, I need to have someone else share it. So I want to have Anthony share a little bit of his story right now. 

[Anthony Richards]

 Praise God! Good evening everyone. The sum of my life is from a cop to crack to Christ. I was born in St. Angelica and I grew up on my own because my father died when I was only three years old. I miraculously completed high school and then I joined the Air Force. During that time, Jamaica was close to what we consider civil war and on the force, I was called upon to do a lot of unorthodox policing, meaning that I committed murder, for the government though of Jamaica. This lifestyle became so bitter and painful that I could not stay on the force. I resigned and came to this country. I experimented with drugs in Columbus, Ohio and it took me to a point where, I was homeless and almost naked in the wintertime. I could not take any more. I went back to Jamaica and things were even worse. I became suicidal and one day I went to a pastor and told him about the turmoil that was going on inside me and the pain I was experiencing because of using the drugs. And he told me about Teen Challenge. I went to Teen Challenge and two weeks after I went into the program, I gave my life to the Lord. 
There was a serial killer in New York and he had committed some crimes and he was in prison ministering to other inmates. I said, ‘How on earth can this man be saved after doing the things he did?’  Someone led me to Christ that night and ministered this Scripture, Romans 8:1

There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

A burden was lifted. I experience true forgiveness that night and my life has never been the same. God is using me. I am not the Executive Director of Teen Challenge in Jamaica and where did I come from? The same lifestyle, I am helping men who are in the same position to be delivered and walk in freedom. So I’m glad to be here. God bless you for listening to me. I intend to continue this new walk. I would not trade it for nothing.

One more thing I must say. I was told by the U.S. Embassy about nine years ago that I would never set foot in this country. I’ve been back here ten times because God can touch the heart of anyone. God is good! Thank you!

[Joel]

Anthony is a living, walking story of the grace of God and I love this guy and I wish we had more time to talk about the vision in him. We believe God is going to continue to pull guys off the streets. We need to be engaged in what God is doing in Anthony and through him. I’m excited about and we’ll talk more about that in our missions efforts. 

This is a story of redemption. It’s a story of someone who decided to die to self, to put some things to rest and to stand up in courage and say, ‘God, I will surrender to You! I will lay it all down and your will be done in my life!’ That’s the exact place where we find Jesus. He is on his knees. He is down on his knees before God crying out to God the Father, saying, ‘God your will be done!’ And what happens in the next verse? Verse 43

43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.
I’m so grateful that when I act in obedience unto God that He consistently brings his strength into my life. But look at this Scripture and look at the order. The obedience happens first and then the strength comes. Now, I usually do it the opposite way. I go to God and I hope and pray and I say, ‘God strength me to do your will.’ But Jesus doesn’t do that! Jesus says, ‘I will do your will,’ and then the strength of God shows up in his life.

You might be here today and you are saying, ‘I do not have the strength to go on,’ and you feel that way but let me tell you something, it is not true. You can stand up and step into the will of God and when you do that, the strength of God comes behind you and it pushes you and it begins to give you a momentum that you cannot find anywhere else. We have a saying in our family that I love. It never works but I still love it! I can’t never did. The more you say I can’t, the more you never will. Welcome to faith! Faith is stepping out first and finding strength second. Jesus is given strength but look what happens next. 
 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.
The strength of God isn’t given to you so you can sit back and feel good about yourself. The strength of God isn’t given so you can sit back and feel great about decisions or things you’ve done or that you’ve made or the life you live; the strength of God is given so that you can find courage that will lead you into fun! Wait? Laughter! No, wait, ease and comfort! No, that will lead you into anguish. Uh, delete that from the sermon, that didn’t get a good response. Let’s go back to laughter, right? The strength of God was given to Jesus to lead Him into a prayer of anguish. When we look at this, shouldn’t those two verses be swapped? Isn’t that backwards? Don’t we usually have agony and then in response to that agony, we want to receive the strength of God? But God doesn’t do it that way. He sees Jesus and He strengthens Jesus and with that strength, He is called to more earnestly seek God and the anguish that is going to be in front of Him. What implications does this have on my faith? This is a huge deal. I have looked at it with a completely different mind. I have looked at God’s strength and I have called for his strength so that I can step out of anguish, so that I could leave pain behind. But maybe, just maybe, what if we look at Jesus right here and it says that He was given courage so that He can step back into it. Maybe our call is not to more hurriedly leave pain or anguish behind us, but maybe when the courage of God is given to us, we are supposed to turn around and face it and look anguish in the eye and deal with it. Maybe the courage of God is given to us so we can turn around and walk straight into the eye of anguish and deal with that. But what do we do? Our human tendency is to run from pain? Why? Why do we run from pain? Because it is painful! 
We were out this week and I took Ell and Zeke out for a walk and sometimes we’ll go grab the neighbor’s dog so grabbed Asia and we’re out walking and Asia saw this dog out of the corner of his eye and he took off. He went the other way and when he did that, it yanked the leash and the leash just clotheslined Zeke and he went down like Michael Spinks in that Mike Tyson punch. He went straight down to the ground. He was shaken up but I said, ‘Throw some dirt on it son.’ Then the next day, we went over to the neighbor’s house and their dog was coming out and that dog bee-lined straight to Zeke and just literally jumped on top of him and he goes back like the old Nestea plunge straight back onto the sidewalk and gets shaken up again. He gets up and fast forward to Friday, we went out for a little walk and we see a dog up ahead and what do you think Zeke did? He turned around ran the other way. It is over time, we have this natural tendency we develop that we begin to run from pain. We never consciously or intentionally run into the face of potential pain. I was talking about this idea with a friend this week and they gave the example of fostering children. They said we always hear the same and the most common excuses, this idea where someone will say, I’ve thought about it but I can’t do it. The common excuse is they can’t imagine investing so much in a kid and then having that taken away from me. One of my heroes, one of the purest couples that I know, my Uncle Dan and Aunt Pat. Uncle Dan was a farmer for many years and so much sun exposure that he got skin cancer and it overtook his body, but over those years, they decided to foster kids. I think they fostered 14 children over the years. And they adopted a number of the kids and the Lord really blessed them but at some point they had to face up to the anguish. At some point, they had to make a decision – do we want to step into potential pain. They made that decision and something happened. They entered into the fine print of those children’s lives. And when they did, they entered into the fine print of Jesus calling and He pushed them out of their comfort zone and He took them to a different place. If we are fortunate in our lives, we will learn to recognize appropriate pain, that pain produces disciples, it produces skill, pain produces perseverance, pain produces character. Look at Psalm 51:17
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart, O God you do not despite.

Broken is translated as crushed, broken in pieces, torn and brought to birth like freshly tilled soil, a broken and surrendered heart is the perfect environment for God to bring something to new life; for Him to birth new life within us.
Matthew 7:14 says:

Narrow is the way to life.

The word ‘narrow’ is translated as pressure or a great tribulation, like a baby coming through the narrow way of the birth canal. The pressures and the sorrows build up our heart to move to a place of life and a place of God’s power. If we are effectively going to pray the prayer, ‘God I want to do your will,’ we have to be ready to enter into a place of pain. If we want to go to the neighborhood of grace, we have to take the road of brokenness. There is no other detour, there is no other way to get there than through pain and brokenness. 

Pain is often the best teacher.  Changing ourselves is so difficult that we are willing to let go of who we are and what we have done and who we have become only when the pain is unbearable. Have you ever noticed that people don’t change when things are wonderful? You only change when you experience agony and pain and anguish in your life and brokenness. Mark Buchanan said the raw ingredients of brokenness moves us closer to being like God than victory and gain and fulfillment ever can.

Verse 45:
 45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46 “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” 
Notice here that the Scriptures said that they fell asleep because of sorrow. In other words, they didn’t want to deal with the anguish of the situation. They had just heard Jesus talk about his impending death. They had heard Him talk about how everything is going to change and they were overwhelmed. They were overwhelmed with the weight of the angst that was to come, so what did they do? They turned it off. They went to sleep. And what ensued was Jesus cuts off the guard’s ear and then they disperse and they run away from fear after Jesus is taken captive. Then Peter, on three separate occasions, denies Jesus.  Translation – the disciples fell into temptation, didn’t they? Our own tendency to pull away from pain can be the exact thing that leads us directly into temptation. You have to wonder, did failure come because they lacked strength in the moment of temptation or did failure come because they lacked preparation for the moment of temptation? When you go back to the Garden, if you notice, Jesus didn’t call them to a prayer meeting. Jesus did not ask them to pray for Him. Jesus called them to prayer for the temptation that was to come for themselves. What did they do? They turned it off. They walked away from brokenness. They walked away from anguish. They fell asleep and Jesus does the opposite. He faces up to pain. He looks it straight in the eye. He embraces anguish and He embraces God’s calling and He pours over the will of God and what is to come. And when He does that, when He faces anguish and takes a hold of pain and deals with it and deals with the weight of all that is to come, He gains a strength that will carry Him through any temptation. We see something, we see a truth in this Scripture that is true of most Scriptures, that is true of most of us in our lives – if an idea or a conviction or an action or decision, if a way of life is to last, if we want a way of life to be different, it has to be born in anguish. Otherwise, it won’t last. It will fall to temptation. It will fail to have duration. It will never be formulated in the way God wants it to be. We have to have courage to enter into pain. You don’t get that career job because of one great interview, do you? You get that career job because of a series of interviews, because of points of preparation that lead you all the way to that job.  It is education and everything you go through to prepare you for this one specific job. Same thing is true on the basketball court. My coach used to say, ‘The game isn’t won in the game. The game is won in practice.’ He said the destiny of this game will be determined by the preparation in our practice. If you are willing to go through the agony of wind sprint after wind sprint after wind sprint, if you are willing to battle in that rebounding drill, if you are willing to fight in practice, then you will win the battle. You will win the victory in that game. The game is won before the game ever starts and the spiritual battle is won before the spiritual battle ever starts.  
Jesus’ battle played out on the cross, but Jesus’ battle was won in the Garden. But I don’t like pain and I don’t want to deal with pain. I don’t want to face anguish, but this week was a first time in a long time that I have genuinely prayed before God, ‘God if it is your will to lead me into anguish, if it is your will to lead me into pain that will bring the fruit of the Holy Spirit in my life or in the lives of those around me, then God give me the courage to do it, to step forward into that.’
Are we willing to submit to surrender to the will of God, to give everything up? I understand that the battle is won before the battle takes place, that the battles is won and it has to be won in the Garden, it has to be won in the prayer closet for me to have victory in my family, in my vices, in my relationships, in my workplace.

Anthony shared a powerful story of redemption, of sin being overcome. He shared a powerful story of God’s grace and a transformed life. That’s what we heard from Anthony. All that happened in Teen Challenge. Teen Challenge was founded by a man named David Wilkerson many years ago. Pastor Mark mentioned him a couple weeks ago. David left the comforts of his home to go to New York City at its worst, in the middle of violence and gangs and drug abuse. He left all of the ease and comforts behind to go into that and he started Teen Challenge, a Christ-centered drug rehabilitation program that now reaches around the world in countless centers around the world. I think I heard about 24,000 people right now who are trying to come out of addiction and come to the hope of Jesus Christ through Teen Challenge. He decided to leave his comfort and step into anguish. He rode a book called Cross and the Switchblade. It was one of the first books that altered my faith, that changed me, that challenged me to step into the wind of the Holy Spirit and follow his will. In it, he tells a story about a man named Nicky Cruise, a local gang leader. He begins to get to know Nicky and he goes up to him one day and says, ‘Nicky, Jesus loves you.’ And Nicky looks back at him and says, ‘Man, what are you talking about? Get out of here! If you don’t get out of my face, I’m going to take this switchblade and I’m going to cut you into a thousand pieces!’ David, unfazed, stands his ground fearless and looks back into his face and says, ‘You can take that knife and cut me into a thousand pieces but every single one of those thousand pieces will cry out that Jesus loves you!’  This man, Nicky Cruise, surrendered his life to God. He gave up and he left the streets behind and he left the gang behind and he began to life a productive life serving in ministry and following after God. David Wilkerson is an imperfect man, but he had a prophetic voice. He prophesied over large ministries that were immoral and unethical, their fall, and then they fell. He led and pastored Times Square Church in 2001 and felt this spiritual darkness and called this church to 40 days of prayer and fasting that led up to 9/11, just praying in advance not even knowing what was to come. He was a man who had a prophetic voice and one day he called my dad in one of his darkest days. You don’t want to get a call from this guy because usually good things aren’t going to come out of this call, but he called one day and he said, ‘In the midst of everything going on, God’s plan is to bring renewal and restoration,’ and he spoke a word of prophetic renewal into our family’s life. A couple of weeks ago, David Wilkerson passed away in a car accident in Texas. But his heart lives on and his voice lives on as well. And I’ve like to give him a chance to share a prophetic voice of restoration into you tonight. So listen to this.

Whatever happened to anguish in the House of God? Whatever happened to anguish in ministry? It’s a word you don’t hear in this pampered age. You don’t hear it. Anguish means extreme pain and distress, the emotion so stirred that it becomes painful, acute, deeply-felt inner pain because of conditions about you, in you or around you. Anguish, deep pain and sorrow, the agony of God’s heart. We’ve held on to our religious rhetoric and our revival talk but we’ve become so passive. All true passion is born out of anguish. All true passion for Christ comes out of a baptism of anguish. You search the Scripture and you’ll find that when God determined to recover a ruined situation, He would share his own anguish for what God saw happening to his church and to his people and He would find a praying man and He would take that man and literally baptize him in anguish. You find it in the book of Nehemiah, Jerusalem is in ruins. How is God going to deal with this? How is God going to destroy the ruins? Nehemiah was not a preacher, he was a career man, but he was a praying man and God found a man who would not just have a flash of emotion, not just some great sudden burst of concern and then let it die. He said, ‘I broke down and I wept and I mourned and I fasted and then I begin to pray night and die. Why didn’t these other men have answer? Why didn’t God use them in restoration? Because there was no sign of anguish! No weeping! Not a word of prayer! There is a great difference between anguish and concern. Concern is something that you take an interest in, a project or a cause or a concern or a need. Let me tell you something, I’ve learned over all my years in 50 years of preaching, if it is not born in anguish, if it has not been born by the Holy Spirit, where when you saw and heard of the ruin that it drove you to your knees, took you down into a baptism of anguish where you began to pray and seek God. I know now and I have been anguished over it and until I have been anguished over it, there’s going to be no renewal, no revival, no awakening until we are willing to let Him once again break us. Folks it is getting late and it is getting serious. Don’t tell me you are concerned when you are spending hours in front of Internet or television. Lord some need to confess, I am not what I was, I’m not where I’m supposed to be, God I don’t have your heart or your burden, I wanted it easy and I wanted to be happy, but Lord, true joy comes out of anguish. Nothing of the flesh will give you joy. I don’t care how much money or what kind of new house, there is nothing physical can give you joy, it is only what is accomplished by the Holy Spirit when you obey. Build the walls around your family, build the walls around your own heart to make you strong against the enemy. 
[Joel]

I was praying on Tuesday with our staff and felt like the Lord gave me a simple application for the message tonight. Some areas might have died in you that need to be renewed. Some areas in you might have been renewed that need to die. But I pray that God would give us courage to step into anguish, to have appropriate courage to find resolve to die to self. Galatians 5 – live by the Spirit and you will not be controlled by the flesh. Death was not defeated until Jesus died to self and our vices will not be defeated until we die to self and until we surrender to Almighty God. There are some of us who need to get to an altar and confess, ‘I am not what I was, I am not who I was supposed to be, God, my heart has strayed from you and I need to have your burden within my heart and I need to come back to you. True joy is found in a place of anguish and in a place of the Holy Spirit. We are going to take some time tonight and maybe your altar is at your seat, maybe your altar is on your knees, maybe your altar is standing with your hands raised, maybe your altar is up here and you need to grab Pastor Mike or myself or John and have us pray with you, but we need to find a genuine place of altar before the Lord tonight and we are going to spend some time in worship and in prayer. Join me in prayer.
God we come before You and we pray Jesus that we would have a broken and a contrite heart before You, because when we do, we enter into your presence and your calling. God let your will be done in our hearts. That’s the hardest prayer to pray and truly mean it, but Lord let your will be done within us, God. We surrender and we submit ourselves to You Lord and as we do, we pray for your courage to come behind us and to push us in the momentum of the Holy Spirit that is for us this day. Father strengthen us as we surrender to You tonight in just a few minutes of surrender and submission and prayer and worship. We pray these things in your name, Amen. 

