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[Mark]
This weekend, we continue our ‘All In’ series. It is a joy to have Dr. Dick Foth with us. Dick is a part of our teaching team here at National Community Church. He has been a part of NCC since we were one church with one location and 19 people. So Dick is going to come in just a moment, but let me welcome everyone at all six of our locations. I am on site at our seventh location, The People’s Church, on Barracks Row in the heart of Capitol Hill. Next weekend, Palm Sunday, we will launch our first service at our seventh location. We are excited about the way God is moving! It took a miracle for us to get here and the truth is, all of us have an opportunity to be part of this miracle. When we launch a location, we take a special offering. We call it a miracle offering because we believe that when we launch a location, it is going to translate into the miracle of people coming to faith in Jesus Christ. We are going to see a lot of people walk through the doors of this theater and experience God for the first time. So let me give you a couple of details. On the way in, you got a pledge card and that pledge card is an opportunity for you to be part of this miracle. We are purchasing The People’s Church for $3 million and within 24 hours of signing that contract, we received a $1.5 million matching gift. So we have until August 31st when our promissory note is due to match that gift and I believe we are going to walk into this place debt free. So would you pray? Lora and I have been praying and asking God what it looks like for us to go all in? What kind of sacrifice is God calling us to make to invest in this vision and to be part of this miracle? So, here are a couple of simple thoughts – would you simply pray and ask God to guide you in this gift. Don’t do it haphazardly. Don’t do it without thought. Make it a sacrifice. Ask God the question, ‘What does it mean for me to go all in?’  On the back of that card, you’ll see an opportunity to make a one-time gift or a four-month pledge, and next weekend, we are going to bring our gifts and we are going to take a cash offering and also collect those pledge cards. We just wanted to give you a week to pray about it. We will collect those pledges and cash gifts and I believe that God will do a $1.5 million miracle next weekend. So would you pray and ask God what He wants you to do. And at all six of our locations, let’s welcome Dr. Dick Foth as he comes and shares with us.
[Dick]
Hello again! I leave for a few weeks and you decide to open another deal! Nobody checked with me but I think it is tremendous! I think it is exciting! I want to talk to you tonight about the stuff of miracles. Miracles are things that are extraordinary. Miracles are things that we don’t expect. Miracles are building a coffee house and digging a basement and back when this was dug, some of you came over here and you would pray prayers and you wrote Scripture verses on the walls behind that and now I come in here at this particular location and see tremendous things. And then Potomac Yard and Georgetown and all the things that are going on are just tremendous. And when I look at this, the thing that came to mind when Mark told me about what was going on over on Barracks Row with this new location, the thing that came to mind was John the 6th Chapter, so I want to read to you the first 13 verses of John 6. If you have it on your iphone or ipad, check it out or it will be on the screen or if you know it from memory, you can say it with me. 
This is Jesus. He teaches by walking around a lot of times. It’s what they call peripatetic teachers, they walk around and people follow them and that’s the way you learned stuff.

 1 Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), 2 and a great crowd of people followed him because they saw the signs he had performed by healing the sick. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Festival was near. 

 5 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. 

 7 Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!” 

 8 Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, 9 “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?” 

 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand men were there). 11 Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. 

 12 When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.” 13 So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 

I love this story. Jesus is always teaches. He teaches by walking around and talking to them. He teaches by showing them. He teaches by doing. And around Him, crowds gather. I have to believe that this is almost a circus atmosphere. ‘Did you see the thing He did in the last town where the guy had the little arm and He touched him?’ Or, ‘Remember the blind guy who used to sit on the corner of 5th and Main and now he is walking around selling apples?’ ‘Let’s go see!’ So, for me, if I’m a kid particularly, this would be the coolest thing in the world. To follow this Nazareth person around and see what happens. Eating happens around Jesus. You read the gospels and every time you turn around, He is eating with somebody. The food thing goes on. That’s how it is in the culture. Much of their time was spent finding ways to get food. For many of the people, it was an existence. Then along the way, miracles, 36 in all in the gospels, and if you divide that out over three years, that’s like one a month. Well He did a lot more miracles than that. It says that at the end of John. Many more things did He do than we can write here. But it’s almost like the writer, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, tags certain kinds of things, certain experiences to point us to God.  That’s the whole point of miracles. In the book of Acts, they are called signs and wonders. Signposts, things that say this is the character of the kingdom. If you get close to God, this is the kind of thing He wants to do.
I was thinking about miracles some years ago and I thought about this several times and the thing that I thought about was, we talk about things being supernatural. This is natural, and when God pops in and does something dramatic, that’s supernatural.  What if, in fact, God was natural and we are living someplace sub-natural? And in fact when He shows up in those ways, that’s sort of the normative; that’s how He is and the closer we get to Him, we see those things in some way. I’m sure miracles have happened that I walked right by. I didn’t see them. I wasn’t aware or wasn’t sensitive to what was going on. 

I asked myself the question – what are the components of a miracle? From this story, at least, and for many other stories, I would say – somebody. God is the given, He is the natural, if you will. Somebody is a component. God chooses to work through people. Here is Moses. Moses in the exodus back in the Old Testament was hidden because he was supposed to be killed according the law at that time because he was a Hebrew boy but his mom hid him. If you read the story, it is a very interesting story, but the fact is that he was raised in the house of Pharaoh and he has the best education but he kills a guy and has to run for his life and he is 80 years old and he has been not with leaders but with sheep for the last 40 years and he shows up in the desert and this bush is on fire. You know the story, it’s a burning bush. I understand that bushes sometimes in arid climates spontaneously combust but this is different because this is a talking bush! A voice comes out and says, ‘Moses, I want you to go set my people free.’  He is wanted for murder and he doesn’t want to go back there, but the upshot is this, he tests God. He talks back to Him. You find this a lot in Scripture. People have these conversations with God and they say dumb stuff and He doesn’t vaporize them! If you are a parent here, you get this. Your kids say stuff and you don’t vaporize them. The point is – in that exchange, at one point, God says to Moses, ‘What do you have in your hand Moses?’ And it’s a shepherd’s staff and God says to throw it down and it turns into a snake and He illustrates something by that. I think in a miracle context that He says to us, to me, ‘Foth, what do you have in your hand?’ Like, ‘I know you want me to do some huge deal out here, some spectacular thing, but what do you have in your hand? What is right there?’
I can sense this little guy, I love this guy, this little boy. I’m assuming, I don’t know what age he is but I think he is probably 10. If I were a 10 year old, this is where I’d be. I’d be hanging out here. And his mom has apparently fixed him a lunch with a couple small fish and these barley loaves. I have a friend who wrote a musical about this. The little boy sings a song and the song is, ‘If you’d been there when He borrowed by lunch, you would have believed Him too.’  I love that story! I mean, can you imagine that little boy 50 years later as a grandpa? His grandchildren climbing up in his lap as they sit by the fire on a cold night, saying, ‘Grandpa, tell us that story one more time, when you have your lunch to Jesus and He gave it back to you but in a different shape.’ Maybe he carried a basket home and he says, ‘Mom, you are not going to believe what happened today!’ She said, ‘Did you eat your lunch?’ He says, ‘Oh yeah! I shared it with 5,000 people!’  I love these stories! 

This idea of a miracle starts with somebody, but let me just make this observation. I was here in February. We had the National Prayer Breakfast here in February. They have the breakfast and the President comes along with 3,600 people and then they have a lunch and 25 other people come and this year the speaker at the lunch was the head of Walden Media, a fellow named Michael Flaherty. In the evening, Paul Young, the author of The Shack, spoke. The music was Allison Krauss. If you’ve never listened to Bluegrass from Allison Krauss, you don’t know what pure sound sounds like. But the closing prayer was given by a Chinese woman 40 years old. Her name was Chi Ling and I was the introducer because I was the M.C. for the evening and I said, “Tell me about yourself.” And she said, “In 1989, I was the Supreme Commander of the student revolutionary movement in Tiananmen Square, and when the tanks rolled in, I ran for my life. I was hidden for 10 months by a friend and then they smuggled me out of China in a 5x5 box. 105 hours in a 5x5 box. I came to this country and I always wanted to “save China.” She married a gentleman 14 years ago and then she said, “A few years ago, I came to understand that Jesus wanted to save China. And then 14 months ago, I discovered that Jesus wanted to start with me and I gave my life to Jesus 14 months ago.”
He always wants to start with me and with you. That is his way. He could have done this redemption thing anyway He wants but He comes and shows up where we are, where you are and where I am. And the miracle is that I get to contribute in some way and I always get more back. I do my part. Sometimes, it is an obedience part. In John 9, Jesus heals a man’s eye by spitting on the ground and making a mud ball and sticking it to him eye. You remember that story? I love that story. And his part is to go wash the mud out of his eye. Now, maybe he would have done that instinctively, but he’s got two mud balls in his eyes and he is going to the pool to wash it out, but when he does his part, the miracle happens. And the impact of the miracle is so dramatic that when he walks back into his neighborhood, the people don’t know who he is because his whole demeanor is different. He has to tell them, ‘I’m the guy who used to tap along the walk! I’m the guy!’  

What do you have in your hand Moses?

Jesus, I’ve got this kid here with a lunch. It’s not going to go very far, it’s only a couple of fish and five loaves.

What do you have in your hand? It’s what you have in your hand. Not what you don’t have, it’s what you have that precipitates miracles most often, I believe. He wants us to be involved, because when we are involved, it shows his power. He can do things in the heavens but when He does it through a guy like me or like you, someone who is fragile and frail and doesn’t quite get it right, there is a power in that.

Some years ago when I was pastoring near the University of Illinois, we had a PhD student by the name of David Householder. David Householder had been a person who worked for many years and he was very smart but his great claim to fame for me was that he was a tremendous ventriloquist. We were at McDonalds one day and I heard this voice say, ‘Hi Dick how are you doing?’ and I looked up and I’m talking to a Big Mac box. He is doing this with the Big Mac box. So, at a missions conference, I had him come into each of the services for several weeks and he would do a three minute vignette on some theme of missions, and it was time for the pledge, for the faith promise. Like next Sunday we are asking you to pray about it and fill that out and see what part you play. It was that Sunday and he gets up and says, ‘Well Andrew it is a great day,’ and Andrew says, ‘Yep, this is the greatest day in the whole world,’ and he said, ‘Why?’ and Andrew said, ‘Because we are going to talk about the most important thing – money!’  He said, ‘Money is not the most important thing.’ Andrew said, ‘Oh we know you talk about sacrifice and victory and mission, but we all here know you are just setting us up for the kill. But it’s ok, if I had 5,000 bucks, I’d give half of it to world missions.’  David said, ‘That’s very admirable.’  Andrew said, ‘If I had 3,000 bucks, I’d give half of it to World missions. If I had 1,000 bucks, I’d give half of it to world missions.’ He said, ‘I’ve got a question for you Andrew, how about $1?’  ‘Say what?’ ‘How about a dollar? Would you give a dollar to world missions?’  Andrew said, ‘That’s not exactly fair is it?’ ‘Why not?’  Andrew said, ‘Well, I’ve got a dollar.’

What do you have in your hand Moses? Not what do you wish you had, not if only the planets would align. No, no. What do you have in your hand Moses?

Let me hurry along here. I’ve seen miracles in various seasons in my life. I never get accustomed to them but I’m always hopeful. Healing miracles. I was a young pastor in Illinois, we just had a little congregation at that time, but it was like this congregation used to be a few years ago. One day, there was a knock on my office door. We had a little colonial church out in the fields about a mile and a half from the University of Illinois. This guy comes in and he has a big patch on his eye. He is a farmer. And he said, “My name is Reader and my wife comes here, I don’t come here but she says you heal people.” I said, “I don’t heal people.” He said, “Well she says you believe in that stuff. I got pesticide in my eye and they can’t do anything for me at the hospital and it’s killing me and I can’t work and I need God to do something here. So whatever it is you do, let’s do it.”  And I’m like 25 years old and I’m going, ‘Oh Lord!’ So we went inside and sat down and I put my hand on him. There is no magic. This is about God wanting to do something in some way that brings attention to Him. We might get helped in the process but it brings attention to him. I just put him hand on him and said, ‘Lord this is Reader and he’s got this thing in his eye and we just need help here. If you could just help him. Amen.’ And I’m nervous as a cat. He leaves and we had a gravel driveway and about three minutes later, I hear tires skidding on the driveway and there’s a banging on my door and the door swings open and Reader, without the patch on his eye, his eye was all swollen and weeping and red, and he bounds across the room, leans over my desk and says, ‘Look at that!’ And it was absolutely clear! Sometimes the Lord uses us in some ways. The kid with the lunch, we offer it and that’s what happens.
Or sometimes it is an intellectual miracle. A person comes from zero to over here because something happens. I was in the northwest a few years ago and I met this guy. I was speaking at a conference and the guy ahead of me was the pastor and he said he had a science background and he kept going. We were having dinner and I said, “What kind of science?” And he said, “Math.” I said, “Really? You are a pastor and you have a math background?” He said, “I went to Eastern Washington State University and discovered math and took all of their upper division math courses in a couple years and then I went to grad school and took math.” I said, “You’re a pastor and you have a Masters in Math?” He said, “No, I have a PhD.” I said, “From where?” He said, “From Yale.” I said, “What kind of math?” You know, there are different kinds of math. He said, “Algebraic Geometry.” I can’t even spell that! I said, “What is a guy with a PhD in Algebraic Geometry doing pastoring a church?” He said, “Well, I was an atheist. My wife and I didn’t believe in God or anything, and I was a great math teacher but a crummy husband. We used to have knock down drag out fights and one night, my wife said, ‘I’m taking the kids and going to church.’ We never went to church. She never went to church growing up, but she looked in the phone book and picked a church and took the kids. She was halfway across town and she’s got small kids so of course she’s late. That’s what happens when you have small kids. So she comes to this little church and she thought, ‘if I stop here, I’ll be on time.’ So she pulls in and long story short, the pastor preaches and it’s a real emotional church. It’s not where she is at all. It gets done and the pastor sees her and introduces himself and he says, ‘Where do you live?’ and she didn’t want to tell him. She said her name but didn’t say where. About 10 days later, they are having another knock down drag out fight, and he says he hears a knock on the door and he goes to the door and here stands this pastor. He said, ‘I was just in the area and thought I’d swing by.’ He said to this day I don’t know how he found us. We wouldn’t let him in. About two weeks later, we were having another knock down drag out, and knock knock, here stands this pastor. Seven times in four months. The last time, 12:30 at night, she is packed ready to go and knock knock, there’s the pastor. He said, ‘I was just in prayer and I had this thought that I should swing by. Is there anything I can do?’ We didn’t let him in. He never got passed the porch. The next day we were standing in the kitchen talking to each other, just laughing at him saying he is nuts. And the guy who is telling me the story said, ‘I wonder what the mathematical odds are?’ And that’s as far as I got and in that instant, I believed there was a God. I didn’t get the Jesus part. I started going to this little church and it was real emotional and I’m more cerebral and it wasn’t doing much. But in an Easter service, they sang a song I Serve a Risen Savior, He is in the world today. And he said, I had said to God, ‘God if you want to forgive me, just forgive me. You don’t have to do the whole Jesus on the cross bit, just forgive me, you can do that.’ And it dawned on me that the consequences of my violations of God’s character needed a substitute, needed some payment, if you will, at that was found in Jesus. He took my hit and in that moment, I believed Jesus was the Christ.

Sometimes there are intellectual miracles that take us from here to here because some guy, some guy who is not nearly as educated as the guy whose door he is knocking on.

I don’t exactly know how financial miracles work. I know that we are believing for one but I don’t know how they work. A little over two years ago, overnight virtually, they said you gotta close these theaters at Union Station, and all of a sudden we are scrambling trying to figure out where to go. And then in the last year, income here up 40% in a time when the economy is flat and hurting in a lot of places. What’s that about? And some folks have been exceedingly generous over the last couple of years and it is just miraculous! It is amazing!
I thought this was really good. I’m just going to share these principles in one story. Your pastor, your Senior Pastor, Mark Batterson is very close with the Green Bay Packers. He is like this. Coach Lombardy of the Green Bay Packers has three principles that he used and I just ran across these. The result of our achievement is the result of combined efforts of every individual. This is how he thought about a football team – combined efforts of every individual. Secondly, the measure of who we are is what we do with what we have. That sounds like he has read the gospels or something! The difference between a successful person and an unsuccessful is not lack of knowledge or skill but lack of will. 

This is what I have, do I want to give it? The kid could have kept his lunch and said, ‘Those dumb guys didn’t bring a lunch. I think I’ll go sit behind this bush and scarf it down.’ But instead, he offered it and saw something that had to shape the rest of his entire life. I believe the potential for next week with this could shape some of our lives forever. Some of us feel like we’ve been scarred forever, but this won’t scar you, this will heal you. It is not about money nearly as much as it is about dream or vision. 

I’ll never forget a young girl in a pledge time for missions sent in a little card. She was nine years old and it said 7 cents a week. Her allowance was 25 cents a week. She gave 7 out of 25, almost a third of her income! You say 7 cents is nothing. I’m telling you it is way big! That may not be good English but it is true. That little girl was being taught by her parents that when you participate, miracles can happen.

I close with this story. I was 36 years old in 1978 and I had just been chosen as president of a small college that is in deep financial trouble in northern California. Long story short, they have a corporation meeting where they bring all the congregations that support this small college, delegates, they come to vote on stuff. There was about 700 or 800 people in the auditorium. The challenge was – there had been a lot of problems with the school with backbiting and in-fighting and the people who were supposed to support it were divided about the mission and all kinds of stuff. And they needed $100,000 between April and June. $100,000 in 1978 was big money. Its big money now but it was huge money in 1978. So they asked me to share my vision for the students at the school. I just stood up and said, “I’d like to believe that we train young people who have great hearts for God, who have cool heads and hot hearts, that are trained to think critically and to be compassion.” And I said, “By the way, we need $100,000 in the next 60 days,” and I sat down. And they said, “Does anybody want to say anything?” And a man got up over there, and they had microphones in the aisles, and he got up and he said, “Our church would like to give $1,000 to that need.” Then suddenly, somebody said, “We’ll give $1,000.” And somebody else said, “We’ll give $1,000.” And they got $32,000 in 20 minutes. Then they had to break for an evening service and they came back the next day and they told me to say a few more words. So I said a few more words and it started again. The youth group said, ‘We’ll give $100,’ and another one said, ‘We’ll give $125.’ It was like they were playing poker, I’ll see that and raise you. Then a young man got up and started down the aisle and he got to a microphone and tears were in his eyes and he said, “I've always wanted to go to this particular college. Four years ago, I wanted to go and my wife got pregnant and I couldn’t go. The next year I wanted to come and I had kidney surgery. And this year we just found out that my wife is expecting, but I want to give $200 by June 30, but I don’t have $200, that’s why it is called a faith promise. I don’t have $200 but I’m going to pray to find a way to get $200.”  Tears were streaming down his face as he went back to sit down. When he sat down, an old man in the back row jumped up and said, “Son, you just got your 200 bucks!” And somebody else said, “If you start this fall, we’ll take care of the first semester.” Somebody else said, “We’ll take care of the second semester.” We got that boy through his junior year in five minutes! It was unbelievable. Somebody else stood up and said, “Our church would like to pay for that baby, we’d like to take care of those baby expenses.” The place went crazy. They were cheering. This was a business meeting but it was like no business meeting you’ve ever seen. It was unbelievable!
By the end of the meeting, just a couple of hours, they had given $154,000, paid for two babies, started giving money to church plants in various locations, and also one of the guys showed up at the microphone and said, “Excuse me, I’ve been to the microphone three times, you’ve already got all my money, I don’t have any more money to give, but I got to tell you that I've said some stuff behind the backs of leadership that I should have said to leadership and I’d like to confess and repent and ask your forgiveness.” And the chairman of the meeting, the Chair of the Board of Trustees, was like, ‘Ok.’ And all of a sudden, people are lined up four and five deep at the microphones just saying, ‘Me too, I said some crummy stuff I shouldn’t have said, please forgive me.’  Finally there was an old cowboy from down in the central valley sitting in the front row. He said, “Mr. Chairman, point of order, it appears like a lot of folks here need to repent and if we keep this up, we’re going to be here all night. I’d like to make a motion for repentance. Would that be in order?”  The Chairman said, “I believe so, are there seconds?” He got seconds and he said all of you who need to repent, stand up. 300 pastors and their wives stood up and he banged his gavel and said, “You are forgiven!” The place went nuts again! They were cheering and weeping and whistling. It was an unbelievable moment! And you say, that was great that you trusted God and you stepped into the gap, but no, no, it wasn’t me, it was that first old boy that stood up and said his church would like to give $1,000.  ‘This is what I have in my hand and I’d like to put it on the table.’ And when he did that, the Holy Spirit saw an opening, to put it in my simple ways, and shot through that, and to this day, if you go to northern California and talk to any of those people, they’ll say we will never forget April 1978 when God showed up, because somebody said this is all I’ve got but I’m willing to put it in the pot.

What do you have in your hand Moses? Throw it down.

We got this kid with a lunch.

I think the Lord gets excited when we do what He does. God the Father said what I have to give you is my Son. If you step into Him, your whole life changes. Somebody who is willing to put what he or she has there.

Father thank You for your grace. Thank You for your heart. Thank You for what You are doing not only now but what You will do next Sunday. I believe next Sunday is just the beginning of even grander things. Lord it is not about an old theater on Barracks Row, it is about the kingdom of God and the glory of God and lives being transformed forever because somebody put what they had in the mix. I believe for hundreds and hundreds of the Marines on Barracks Row who are transformed by the power of Jesus Christ can find out what it means to be a band of brothers or a band of sisters together. Lord Jesus help us see with the eyes of eternity when we give what we have in this moment because we know this for sure, whatever we give, it’ll come way back to us in ways that we don’t dream and beyond. Thank You for your grace and the privilege of being at this place at this time at this moment together. In Jesus name, and everyone said Amen. 
