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All In: What’s With This “All” Business?
Dick Foth
This weekend we continue the series that we started last week titled “All In” and it is such a privilege for us to have Dick Foth with us. Dick is part of our teaching team here at National Community Church. When we were one church with one location and 19 people, God mercifully sent Dick and Ruth Foth to be part of this church. For the last 15 years, he’s been not just a mentor to me but he has been such a blessing to our congregation. Next week, on St. Patrick’s Day, Dick will celebrate a birthday! He will begin his 70th trip around the sun! That’s a lot of trips around the sun so we have a little birthday gift for him. He has no idea we are doing this. We have a gift for him, but before we do that, Dick has been our Jedi Master really over the last 15 years, so we’ve captured some of that wisdom that he recently shared with us. We want to show that to you and then I’ll come back and we’ll give him that gift and then Dick will share with us.

{video clip}

What do you get for a guy who has everything? We thought long and hard, Dick, about what we might be able to give to you as a gift, and I need to say that we are not going to be offended if you re-gift this, but we felt like a Yoda force light saber was a very appropriate gift! It is for ages 12 and up. I asked Pastor Mike, who is our Star Wars expert on staff and he said the FX model was excellent. So, let’s welcome Dick Foth and celebrate his birthday!
[Dick]

You are crazy! I thought they would have at least tried to do something with the ears! Thank you! 

I don’t know if I can do this now. I had this talk all ready to go.

It is wonderful to be here, to be back this weekend here in D.C. with you wonderful friends. When Mark told me that you were doing a series called “All In,” that idea, the succinctness of that idea, is powerful. You are either in or out. Either it’s all on the table or it’s not on the table. There is no half way. If I were to give these thoughts a title, I just came up with this because I didn’t have one walking in the door, so a few minutes ago, I said, ‘What’s with this ‘all’ business’ that is the overarching theme of this weekend. What’s with this ‘all’ business? There are phrases we’ve used over the years like ‘Just Do It’ and ‘Go For It’ and ‘Carpe Diem’ and all these things, which means to capture the moment. I love the idea, I love the sound, I love the thought, but it’s the flesh it out, boots on the ground part that bothers me. I mean, I like to see it in a movie, I like to read a book about it, but if you’re asking me to do it, that’s a whole different deal. 

I have a friend at Colorado State University who runs an MBA program for internationals. He and his wife have three boys. He is the former head of the Peace Corps in Bulgaria. The middle son, Matthew, is 17 years old and Matthew as born with a heart defect. He had a couple of heart surgeries when he was young and then 8 years ago, he received a valve from a donor. He has a condition that is a form of arrhythmia, so your heart gets out of rhythm and so forth. It has a French name to it, it is one of three or four different conditions that mean you can be sitting there and just die like that. Matthew had to make a decision whether he would play it safe or play everything. And his family had to decide that too, and he chose to play everything. So he plays soccer, he plays baseball, he plays rugby, he plays football. Last Saturday afternoon in Fort Collins, Colorado playing rugby, Matt went up for a high tackle, and when he came back down and hit the ground, he was dead. Friday afternoon at the memorial service, his friends and family all said the same thing, ‘Matt would have had it no other way.’  That’s what you call all in. Play it safe or play everything. 
But where do I start with that idea of all in? Where do I start with that? I’d like to start with Jesus. If you have your Bibles, turn to Matthew 22:34. There is this debate, and I’ve talked about this here before.

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
I have a friend who says the hardest word in that verse for her is all.  Loving is a good word, God is a good word, commandment is a good word, but does anybody do all of anything? All is not just huge. I was always told in English class that you couldn’t define a word by itself. So you can’t use all to define all. But totality, completeness, all-encompassing, oops, I used it. But I have to grapple with what that means. At the very least, it means that if I’m going to do all of whatever it is, I think about that every day. Sometimes I think about it every hour. Whatever it is, that’s what I do.
We are just starting March Madness, those of you who are basketball fans, the NCAA. You have favorite teams here? I’m sure you do. What’s going to happen in the next few weeks is by the time the end of the week comes and you get to the final four and the final two out of 68 teams, only one team will not have lost. 67 teams will have lost. What will they say in the locker room when they have lost? Most often, you hear them say something like this, ‘We have dreamed about this every day all season and we gave it everything we had. We left it all on the court. We didn’t get it done because those guys were taller or we didn’t get a break or the refs were terrible or whatever, but we gave it everything we had.’  You love to watch a game where people give it everything they have. You hate to watch a game where those guys are slacking off or they are not thinking or they’ve lost their fundamentals. You want to watch a game where you have premier athletes at whatever level give it everything they have. 

So I need to grapple with this idea of all. I need to recognize that I think about all or the thing all the time, every day. I need to affirm this, listen to how this reads, this is I Corinthians 7:23
23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men.

Earlier on the 6th chapter, this is what it said. When He was talking about sexuality, He says:

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you who you have received from God? You are not your own, you were bought with a price, therefore, honor God with your body.

The first verse I read talks about honoring God with your life. This is more specific, but the idea is captured in this thought – I am not my own. If I have that as an umbrella, as a context, when I think about being all in, it gives it dimension, it gives it range, it gives it meaning to have that thought.  In a day of “me-isms” my rights, my life, my look, so forth, God says, ‘Really, it’s about you is it?’ But He wants us to understand that it is about us about Him and it’s about Him first. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, with all your strength, love this person in the same way as yourself.
I live now in Fort Collins, Colorado, as you heard my alter ego, Yoda, say. That congregation was a traditional congregation 25 years ago, a small congregation, about 80 folks, and they got a young pastor and he had great vision for the city and the church grew to several hundred. Within the congregation they had a number of people who were in the market place, who were all in in the marketplace. They could be carpenters or contractors or lawyers but they had this heart for the kingdom that made it all in with whatever discipline they found themselves in, whatever arena they found themselves in. One of them, a man and his wife, had a hair salon and this man was a natural evangelist, a natural good-news guy. He could talk about hair styles and pizza and Jesus all in the same breath and all in the same tone. And they had a number of students from the University come and get their hair done. One of them was particularly sharp. She was a leader and they were having a conversation one day and she said to him, “May I have lunch with you?” And he said, “I don’t think so.” She said, “Please?” He said, “Ok.” So they had lunch and he was talking about his church and pretty soon as they got to the end of the conversation, she said, “Could I visit that place with you?” He said, “Oh, I don’t think you want to do that.” She said, “I’d really like to do that.” He said, “Ok.” So she came to church and that Sunday morning, there was some kind of invitation and she got a copy of the New Testament. I’ll call her Janie and what I haven’t told you about her is that she was the lead dancer at a club. She was an exotic dancer at a club. She called the pastor on Thursday and said, “I got this book when I went to hear your talk the other day and I’ve read all the way through it and some parts I’ve read two or three times and I just have a couple of questions.”  She said, “There is this part in I Corinthians that says my body is the temple of the Holy Spirit and I’m bought with a price. Do you believe that?”  He said, “Yes I do.”  She said, “Well, if that’s true, I probably shouldn’t be doing what I’m doing.” She said, “But the reason I’m doing it is that I’m pre-law and I’m saving money for law school and if guys are stupid enough to pay money to come see half-naked women, I’m smart enough to take their money.”  That’s what she said! Then she said, “This Matthew person says that God cares for the lilies of the field and if He cares for them, He can take care of me and I shouldn’t worry about tomorrow.” She said, “Do you believe that?” And he said, “Yes I do.”  She said, “Then I’m in, all in, what do I do?” He said, “Baptism is a sign of this inner-experience. We are having a baptismal service at church Sunday night.”  So she came. They shut down the club, all the dancers came and two bouncers, and they are walking down the center aisle of this pretty conservative church. Literally some wives were holding their hands over their husbands eyes! That night, several of her dancer friends gave their lives to Jesus. She said, “I love you. Always know I love you. I’m not making a judgment about you, I just can’t do this. I can’t go this direction anymore.”  The walls came out, if you will, overnight, the word got on the street that you were welcome, whoever you were. And within a year, people were there from all kinds of backgrounds. And an older lady in the church found the pastor in the hall one day and said, “Pastor, you have ruined our church!” And he said, “I know and I don’t know what to do. What should we do?”  So they sat down and had a talk, and he said, “Mrs. Jones, do you know any of these young women?” She said, “No.” He said, “Ya know, most of them have never had anybody like you in their lives. If you’d have one over for a piece of pie or a meal or something, that’d be great!”  They kept talking and at the end of about 30 minutes, he said, “So Mrs. Jones, what do you think we ought to do?” She said, “Well, I guess we’ll just have to love them!”  And now there are thousands of people who are part of that congregation and they look back at this pivotal moment when one young woman said, “I’ll all in, I’m there.” Where a guy who owned a hair salon said, “All in, my place of business is also a place of the kingdom.”  

So if I start there, if I start by grappling with and recognizing and affirming this idea of all, what’s the 30,000 foot view? I wish I could have a friend here tonight. I had the privilege in our time in D.C. from 1993 to 2008, I had the privilege of connecting over at the Pentagon on occasion because years ago I had a boss whose son came here and became head of the Navy. His name was Admiral Clark. And I would go and see Admiral Clark and one day I took some friends in and I asked him this question in front of these friends. I said, “What is it that makes you want to get up in the mornings?’  That’s one checkpoint for whether I’m all in. What is it that makes you want to get up in the mornings? And he said, “I wake up knowing that I lead the most powerful Navy that has ever sailed the seven seas in the history of the world and I want to make it better.”  And I said, “How do you do that?” And he said, “Well, what we teach here is covenant leadership. We have these young men and women who come and raise their right hands and take an oath and they promise to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, domestic and foreign.” And he said, “I say to my flag officers, my admirals, what do we covenant back to them? They are saying I’m all in and what are we promising them. What we promise them is that the United States Navy is not here to cut a fine silhouette on the horizon, it is not here so you can join it and see the world. We are here to give you the finest training with the finest equipment and to teach you and show you that serving is a noble thing. It is a noble thing.”  It’s not just enough for that young person to be all in, the leaders have to be all in. 
So what’s the language of an all in person? The ultimate language of an all in person has to do with living and dying. It’s the whole deal. A few weeks ago, when we did the series on love, I had the privilege of starting that series by talking about Boaz and Ruth from the book of Ruth and I loved Ruth’s language when she was following her mother-in-law from a foreign land back to Bethlehem. This is what she said to her mother-in-law Naomi:  ‘Wherever you go, I’ll go; wherever you stop or live, I’ll live; your God will be my God; where you die, I will die; my bones will be next to yours.’  Now that’s what you call all in. That’s the language of all in.

Listen to how Paul says it in Philippians the first chapter, verse 12

 12 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served to advance the gospel. (He is in prison, that’s sort of his usual place. When I go to town, I go to the Holiday Inn or the Hampton, he gets a free bed or whatever.)

13 As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.

Verse 19

19 for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
All in language is like the whole enchilada. All in language is living language and dying language. Not only does the person know how to live well but knows how to die well. What I wanted to do was give you a few examples tonight of people in my understanding. There could be hundreds but these are just a handful, of people that I consider all in.
On June 6th, 1944, it was D-Day and these young men that you are going to see on the screen were all in. 18, 19, 20 years old. Andy Rooney said this, he landed on these beaches as a young reporter three days after D-Day and he said, “There are very few 24 hour periods in human history that can change the course of human history, but June 6th, 1944 was one of those.” Those young men were all in. Stephen Ambrose, the historian, said, “I am not sure that anybody who landed in the first wave on Omaha Beach made it through alive.”  For this person, Howard Momsted, some of you may remember that I talked to you about light. Howard is an analytical chemist at the University of Illinois. He is brilliant, one of the top five I his prime, one of the top five in the world. In this thing called spectroscopy, it is the use of light for scientific measurement. I tell people I can hardly say that but he is a bright man and I met him when I was a young pastor at the University of Illinois years and years ago. Howard wrote nine textbooks that are used in 500 universities around the world. You could go a few years ago to a university in Romania, or to the University of Athens or the University of Alberta and the heads of those chemistry departments were his students. He graduated, and some of you will get this because you have PhD, I don’t have a PhD, he graduated hundreds of Masters students under him in his career and 68 PhD students. At age 54, he left the University of Illinois because he met a guy who had a dream for a different kind of university. He name was Lauren Cunningham and he was with a group called Youth with a Mission and Howard and Lauren founded University of the Nations in Kona, Hawaii when Howard was 54. He lived 30 more years after that and his colleagues couldn’t figure out why he left at his prime and why he didn’t keep doing research. And he was like that guy who was a missionary in Japan years ago. Billy Graham tells this story of Standard Oil came to him and said to him, in the early 50s, “We’ll pay you $30,000 to be our head sales guy,” because this guy had been raised in Japan and knew the language, and he thought about it and prayed about it and said, “No I can’t.” They came back and said, “$40,000.” Those were the days when you could buy a new car for $2,000 and a house for $10,000, ok.  $40,000 was huge money. He said, “I can’t.” They came back a few weeks later and said, “$50,000 our final offer.” He said, “I can’t.”  He said, “That’s more money than I ever dreamed of having. The problem is not the money, the problem is that the job is too small.”  Howard loved chemistry until his dying day and he loved studying light and he loved helping people. He was a master teacher, but for him, at that point in his life, the job was too small and he wanted to throw it all in and take a huge risk. 
How about this lady? Her name is Illa Kurcher. She died last month and is buried in Fort Morgan, Colorado. She was that kind of lady. This is not somebody sitting in a flower chair. I didn’t know Illa very well, but our pastor out there has a Harley and he has given Illa rides on the Harley. But she would adopt little kids and old people and she’d love them where they were. She had a garden and she’d call people up and say, ‘Your beans are ready, come get them.’ And every college kid at Colorado State that came, they thought she was their grandmother. She wasn’t a big chemistry person and she didn’t land on Omaha Beach, she just was all in where she was, in Colorado.

How about these guys? These are five guys, athletic, this guy, a former paratrooper in World War II. A scholar, and an NCAA small college wrestling champ for several years, a pilot, a football player. Three of them went to Wheaton College, two went to Seattle Pacific University and in 1956 they were with their wives in Ecuador and all five were killed on the same morning. These were all in their 20s or early 30s. These guys were your age. One was speared to death because he felt that he should take the good news to people who had never heard, stone-age tribal people. I was with his brother-in-law in a graduate school class some years later and I said, “Why do you think Jim went?”  And he said, “First he thought it was the will of God and secondly, he could never stay away from a good adventure.”  These guys were all in.  Thousands of people went into missions work because of the death of those five men. I was 13 when the news came over the radio in 1956. Jim Elliot said this in his journal: He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. He is not fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.
All in.

One last person, his name is Bill. His name was William Borden. He was born in 1887 and he was the heir to the Borden dairy fortune. Have you ever had Borden milk or know of Borden milk? Back in the last century, the Borden company was the largest supplier of dairy and pasta products at one time. When he was 8 years old at a church in Chicago called Moody Church, the pastor gave an invitation and little William, at 8 years old, committed his life to Jesus. When he was 16, his father gave him a trip around the world so he would be worldly-wise. He was so touched by the need and the poverty and the pain that he decided he was going to be a missionary. He enrolled in Yale when he graduated high school and he started having a prayer time with a friend Charlie. Then another guy wanted to join and another guy and they started having little Bible studies. He senior year at Yale, there were 1,300 students at Yale his senior year in 1905 and 1,000 of the 1,300 students were in prayer groups and Bible studies that year because of little Bill Borden who went forward in a meeting at Moody Church when he was 8 years old.  

A man named Samuel Zwamer who worked with Muslim folks came and put out the challenge that the good news needed to be taken to many people around the world and William Borden was going to go to China to do that but he felt he needed to study Arabic so he went to Cairo and he was talking about Jesus over several months and taking Arabic, then he got meningitis. And if you go today to a weed covered small cemetery in Cairo, you will find the grave marker for William Borden. They called him Borden of Yale and he died at age 25 on his was to China.  A Yale classmate, Sherwood Day, upon hearing of William Borden’s death in Cairo said this: I have absolutely no feeling of a life cut short, a life abandoned to Christ cannot be cut short. Cut short means not complete, interrupted and we know that our Master does no half-way jobs. When they sent his Bible back to his mother, she found she different quotes in three different places at three different times, and they were these, the words of Borden of Yale: No retreat, no reserves, no regrets.
All in.

I think for me, when I think about all in, I think of day by day, moment by moment, decision by decision commitment. What does it mean to give all, to be all in? When I was 7 years old, I was in a chapel in a little school in the hills of North India where I was a student. They said at the end of the chapel, ‘If you want to follow Jesus, if you want to give your life to Jesus, go to the principal’s office.’  Now that’s a huge hurdle to the kingdom!  But on that day I gave as much as I knew of me, I gave all that I knew of me to all that I knew of Him. I wish I could say that I was always all in for these last 62 years since then. I wish I could say that but I’d be lying, and Yoda doesn’t lie. But I know that’s where I want to be. It is interesting, I love talking about Howard and about Borden and Jim Elliot, but for me when I think about all in, one image comes to mind very quickly. We have these four kids, they are all now adults, all married, all have children, Jennie is our second one, some of you know her. She worked on the Hill for four years, went to World Visions for four years in Africa. When she was about 3 years old, I walked in one day from playing tennis and I was all sweaty and yucky. We had this split-level house, 7 stairs up and 7 stairs down. I put my tennis racket down in the corner and Jennie was standing right at the top of the stairs, and as I turned to put my tennis racket down, I heard her say, “Catch me Daddy!” And I turned and she was in the air! She hit me right in the chest and I just grabbed her and said, “Jennie, don’t do that! I could drop you.”  But she just pressed her face up against my sweaty face and whispered in my ear and said, “Oh no, you are my Daddy.”
Your heavenly Father says to you, ‘Go ahead, launch, be all in, I’ve got you.’  What is it that all means to you tonight. What does all mean to you? Where you are in your place at this time.

Father thank You for your Word, thank You for your heart. Thank You that You weren’t holding back when You came to the cross in your Son Jesus. It was all in for You and You loved us first, so we are loving You back. Thank You Lord Jesus for the privilege of doing that. We give You honor and praise, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
