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Ladies, can we express a little bit of appreciation for the men of NCC? Could you guys join me in a posture of respect and reverence as I read the Ten Commandments of the Sawyer family?  
Thou shalt not play in the front yard without adult supervision until the time you have attained the appropriate age. At that time, thou shalt not talk to strangers while playing in the front yard.

Thou shalt not ride thy bike past the driveways of the neighbor’s three houses in either direction until thou has acquired the requisite number of years in age to go further.

Thou shalt not settle for an A minus.

Thou shalt be kind to other children, even when they are not kind to you.

Thou shalt be especially kind to those who are different from you, even if they are Yankees.

Honor both the Crimson Tide and the War Eagle, for the state of Alabama has two noble teams that are both worthy of our pride and support.

Thou shalt only drink full-sugared soda, preferably Coca-Cola. Diet Coke is disgusting.

Thou shalt not sit on the front row of the church and talk to Janie Fisher while obnoxiously imitating the preacher.

Thou shalt drive the speed limit at all times, unless you are late for softball practice or a game, at which time thou shalt drive as quickly as necessary to arrive on time while remaining undetected by law enforcement officers.

Thou shalt not arrive at Disney World after the gates have already opened nor shall thou leave before the gates close. Thou shalt stay the entire time and not get tired and thou shalt have fun.

Thou shalt always wear underwear that are clean and without holes because you never know when you might be in a car accident and taken to the hospital.

My parents gave us boundaries! Some of the boundaries they gave us are serious, some of them are just seriously funny. But my parents gave us boundaries because they wanted us to be able to live a life that was full and that was enjoyable; the life that we were meant to live. The boundaries weren’t meant to restrict us, they were meant to give us freedom so that we could live in the way that we were intended to live.
Another thing that I think are interesting about the boundaries my parents gave to us is that they reflect something about the culture and the values and the DNA of our family. The things that they set as boundaries tell the world something about who we are as the Sawyer family. And now that I’ve got a new family and I’m married to Ryan, Ryan and I have even set some of our own boundaries. For instance, thou shalt not do it unless it is fun and if you must do it, you will make it fun!  Fun is just one of the values of the Zempel family.

Boundaries give us the opportunity to live the way we were intended to live and they say something about our character. They say something about who we are.

Boundaries were very important in the Jewish culture and in the Jewish world. In fact, in the book of Deuteronomy, it clearly states that you will not move the boundary stones that have been set in place by your neighbor. And a few chapters later, it even pronounces a curse on someone who will remove the boundary stone.
Proverbs 22:28 says: Do not move the ancient boundary that was set in place by your ancestors. So boundaries were very important in that culture. For those of you that are new to NCC, we are reading through the Bible together. We spent the last few weeks in the book of Genesis and this week we have jumped into the book of Exodus, where we find what are perhaps the most famous boundaries that were ever delivered to anyone, the Ten Commandments, the moral code that God gave to his children. So if you have your Bibles with you this weekend, turn over to Exodus 20, that’s where I’m going to hang out for most of our time together. We will also have it on the screens.
Let me bring you up to speed. The children of Israel had been enslaved in Egypt for 400 years. They had been oppressed. Pharaoh got so concerned about the fact that they were growing bigger and bigger in numbers that he began to systematically kill Jewish baby boys. In the midst of this genocide, God raised up a deliverer by the name of Moses and said, ‘Deliver my people of our slavery.’  On nine different occasions, Pharaoh refused to let the children of Israel go, despite the fact that God sent plague after plague after plague that revealed that He was dominant and that He was superior to all Egyptian gods or any rivals in the Egyptian religious system. Finally, the night of Passover came when the death angel passed through the land of Egypt and brought judgment upon the oppression and the children of Israel sacrificed the lamb and put the blood on the doorposts and the angel passed over them and Pharaoh finally said, ‘You can go, get out.’

So, Moses takes the children of Israel from Egypt and begins the journey to the Promised Land when Pharaoh changes his mind and decided to send out all of his army to bring the children of Israel back. And the children of Israel find themselves between an Egyptian army and the Red Sea.
God tells Moses just to stand still and watch what He will do. Moses then obeys the Lord’s command, raises up his staff and the seas part and they follow through on dry land and the moment that the last Israelite made it to the bank on the other side, the waters closed in on the Egyptian army. God had delivered them. They sang songs of joy of deliverance. And God began to perform miracles for them like giving them things to eat and giving them water in the desert. And they began a journey to Mount Sinai where they were to meet with God.  For two months, they journeyed. They get to Mount Sinai and Moses tells them to prepare to meet God and on Mount Sinai, smoke comes down and a thick cloud covers the mountain and there is thunder and there is lightening as God descends on the mountain in fire. It says the mountain trembled because God had descended upon it. It is against this backdrop that we read in Exodus 20:1
 1 And God spoke all these words: 

 2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

God spoke. This is the first time since the Garden of Eden that God has spoken to a group of people. He has spoken to individuals, but this is the first time He speaks to a group. But He also says, ‘I am the Lord your God,’ and that word in the original, He is using the second person singular, meaning that He is speaking to them not only as a group but as individuals in the group; that He is the Lord your God on a very personal and individual level. And then He says, ‘I am the God who brought you out of the land of Egypt and out of the house of slavery.’
Those of us that grew up in a church context tend to know this chapter as the chapter where the Ten Commandments are given. But I think it is vitally important that we understand how they start, because before we ever get to a list of commandments, God declares who He is and what He has done.  What we see is He says, ‘Hey, I am the God who delivered you out of slavery, who brought you out of oppression.’ He is telling the gospel story. He says, ‘This is the gospel that I have delivered you.’  The salvation came first and then the commandments followed. Freedom came first and then the law followed. Deliverance came to them and the boundaries followed. They weren’t given the Ten Commandments in order to find salvation; they were given the Ten Commandments because they had been granted salvation. They didn’t follow the Ten Commandments to receive God’s favor; they received the Ten Commandments because they already had the favor of God in their life. For 400 years, they had served under the oppression of task-masters, and God has brought them into freedom and has said this is a new way for you to live.
The gospel always precedes the law. They didn’t follow the Commandments in order to find their salvation or in order to find their deliverance; they were to follow them because of what God had done for them. We often get it backwards. We often think we follow the Commandments to get God’s favor, to get deliverance, to get salvation, to earn grace; but it is the other way around. God says, ‘I have delivered you out of the hands of slavery, I am the Lord your God.’

The other thing that is interesting is that the Commandments tell us something about who God is. They tell us about his story. It’s really interesting that in Deuteronomy when the Commandments are given again, and Moses instructs the people, he says, ‘In generations to come, when your children ask you why we follow the Commandments, tell them the story. Tell them that we were slaves under Pharaoh in Egypt but God delivered us with his mighty hand and with mighty signs and wonders brought us out so that He might bring us into the land that He had promised.’
Before we even get to the Commandments, God tells a story, and it is a story of redemption and the story of grace and the story about Him. It begins and ends with Him. The other thing the Commandments do is they tell us something about his character. When we read the Commandments and we see that He says no other God, He is declaring his sovereignty. When He says don’t make an image and worship it, He is declaring his transcendence. When He says don’t take my name in vain, He is declaring his holiness. When he says remember the Sabbath day, He is reminding us that He is the Creator and He is the Sustainer. When He says honor your father and mother, He is saying I exist Father Son and Holy Spirit in community and I believe in community and I love community and you should live in that. When He says do not murder, He is saying I bring life and I bring it abundantly. When He says do not steal, He says I am Provident. When He says don’t bear false witness, He is saying I am Truth. When He says do not commit adultery, He is declaring his faithfulness. And when He says don’t covet, He is saying that He is sufficient. 

The Commandments are not so much about us and what we are supposed to do as they are about God and who He is.  When we realize that it is a reflection of his character, it changes the way we engage them; it changes the way we approach them; it changes the way we understand them.  We don’t follow them to earn our salvation, we follow them because we have been saved; we follow them because these are the characteristics of the family of God, and we’ve been brought into the family of God and in order to reflect our heavenly Father, this is what it looks like. 

I know a lot of times I do this, when we start to think about the Ten Commandments and we start to think about boundaries and we start throwing the word ‘law’ around in the church, we immediately throw walls up. We throw boundaries up so we don’t have to listen to a talk about boundaries. I think there is a danger that if we aren’t careful, we fall into something that enslaves us again. The Ten Commandments were given because they had been brought out of slavery, but sometimes the way we engage them just puts us right back into slavery to something else. And when we think about the boundaries and the law that God has given us as being something that hinders us, that doesn’t jive with what the writers of Scripture say. The Psalmist says I delight in the law of the Lord. Paul says that he delights in the law. Jesus actually said in Matthew 19:17 If you would enter life, follow the Commandments.  So what is the disconnect? Where do we get in trouble when we start talking about boundaries?

I think there are two potential problems that we fall into. One is legalism and the other is moralism. Legalism happens when we strip the Commandments of their relational intent. In other words, the Commandments were given by God to teach us how we might live and relate to one another in a way that honors Him and reflects his character and his nature. And when we strip it of humanity, when we strip it of its relational intent, we fall into legalism. For example, the Pharisees really liked the Commandment about keeping the Sabbath Day holy. In their understanding and interpretation of it, they had developed a lot of little rules that governed how you were to keep the Sabbath Day holy. One of the things they did is they said if a man is doing whatever he is doing on the Sabbath Day and something falls on him and he is trapped underneath something, the Pharisees said that you could lift enough up off of the man to see if he was in mortal danger, and if not, then you were to leave him there until the Sabbath was over. That was the amount of work you were allowed to do. If he was in mortal danger, you could lift it off, if not, you had to leave him there. That’s legalism! That strips the Command of its intent, of its relational nature.

The other problem is moralism. Moralism happens when we take God out of the equation. Moralism is what happens when we forget that the Commandments are first and foremost about God and not about us. Then what happens is we turn them, instead of them being a blueprint for worship and a blueprint for who we are to become, they just become a blueprint for behavioral modifications.  That’s moralism, because we have stripped the power from them, we have stripped the idea that we do this because God has saved us and God is our Father.
So how do we unpack this? What do we do with this? We’ve got a lot of work to do because there are 10 of these and volumes have been written about all 10. They have historically been understood as being in two categories, that the first four are vertically oriented. They define and describe the way we are to relate to God. And that the other six are horizontally directed. They define how we relate to one another. Jesus actually used that when He said, ‘The whole law can be boiled down to this – love God and love your neighbor.’  

I think that I might submit to you that as we come to a few weeks into the New Year, when our resolutions are probably fading, that it is really not about establishing new resolutions, it is just about observing and reestablishing the boundaries that God has already given to us. For the sake of making some changes and making some decisions, bringing to awareness some boundaries that maybe we need to rediscover and reestablish, I want to talk about four different kinds of boundaries that I see in this.
The first one is the worship boundary. When we read in the first part – Thou shalt have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourselves a carved image of any likeness of anything that is in heave above or that is in the earth beneath or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God visiting the iniquities of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.

That second Commandment, by the way, in the second longest in the list.  You should not take the name of the Lord your God in vain for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes him name in vain. These define worship boundaries. They are about who we worship and how we worship. The first one says you will have no other gods before me. This has to do with our priorities. When I used to hear ‘no other gods before me’ I kind of understood this to be a list of priorities. So, like, God is always first. God is first and family is second and maybe career is third and football is fourth and everything else comes under that. But that’s not really what this verse is talking about. God doesn’t say I want to be first in the list of your priorities, He is saying I want to be central to all of your priorities.  I want to be central. I don’t want anything else before me. I want to be central. And when it comes to your family and your career, and when it comes to your finances and whatever else you do, I want those things to reference me. Is there anything in our lives that is not referencing God? Who are we worshiping and how are we worshiping? Thou shalt not make a graven image. Idolatry is addressed over and over again in the Bible. 

One of the things I think is really good about reading through the Bible in one year is that you see themes emerge that maybe you haven’t seen before, at least in terms of the priority that is placed on them in Scripture. One of the things I have noticed over the past year is how often idolatry is addressed. And it started right in the very beginning when in Lent last year, we started reading in the book of Jeremiah and it was like, idols, idols, idols all the time. In one place in my Bible, in the margin I wrote ‘idolatry does not equal cool’ because I get it, idolatry is not good! Then a couple pages over, I wrote in the margin ‘God is still ticked about idolatry!’  It shows up! For the past 11 months, we’ve been ready about God’s attitude towards idols. Here’s why He addresses it so much. This is why that particular Commandment is so long, because we are created to worship. We were created for that purpose, which means we will worship. And if we are not worshipping God, we are worshipping idols.
John Calvin says that the human heart is an idol factory. We will create something or find something to worship.  A lot of us, we come together like in a church setting and we think we are worshipping God. But if we’ve ever tried to redefine God in our image, that’s idolatry. If we’ve ever said, ‘Well, I really like to think of God as …’ we are in danger of creating an idol to worship.  Whenever we love someone or something or fear someone or something or trust someone or something or serve someone or something that is not God, there is a danger of that potentially being or becoming an idol.

Do not take the Lord’s name in vain. We often associate this with bad language. Don’t say bad words and don’t put God in front of them. But the verse actually is much deeper than that. It carries with it the idea of don’t let there be a weightlessness to God’s name. Don’t take God lightly. It is about don’t enter into superficial worship. Don’t declare God to be something if there is no belief or meaning behind that. It is about not using God’s name to your own advantage. Don’t misinterpret Scripture for the purpose of serving your own purposes. Don’t invoke God’s name to endorse your political agenda. God is God and we cannot take Him lightly. Who we worship and how we worship and what priorities of our life is God not central? What are the idols? Who are what do we love, trust, serve, fear? Where is there a weightlessness is our lives when we think about God? Do we use God’s name for his glory or do we use it for our gain? Do we honor God’s name or do we use God’s name to enhance our own honor? These are worship boundaries. And the reality is that if we don’t get these right, then the rest of it, we’re done. We’ve got to know who we worship and we’ve got to worship Him rightly, because where the Pharisees went wrong, as they thought to Lord the law over the people, they forgot the Lord of the law, and in that, turned it into something to be feared and served and respected. They turned the law itself into an idol because they took God out of the top of it. Worship boundaries – who do we worship and how do we worship?
Next, remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male servant or your female servant or your livestock. The sojourner who is within your gates, for in six days, the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them and rested on the seventh day. Therefore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath Day and made it holy. This is another theme that I have seen over the past year that just keeps coming up over and over in Scripture. It is referenced like a hundred and fifty times. Observe the Sabbath, keep it holy. It is fascinating to me that the Commandment that deals with our time is the longest one. It is the largest of all the Commandments. And the practice of it was observed much earlier. This is the first boundary that God implemented after the six days of creation, on the seventh He rested. Interestingly enough, the Sabbath is the one Commandment that is not repeated in the New Testament.  But it is the one that Jesus seemed to have the most fun with. It is the one the He seemed to redefine the most. It is the one that He gave lots of grief to the Pharisees over because Jesus’ version of Sabbath keeping actually looked like Sabbath breaking to them. He loved to heal people on the Sabbath. And that’s what Sabbath is really about. It is about re-creation and about rest and about coming back into the people that we are intended to be. The Sabbath boundary is a boundary between our creation and our re-creation. It is a boundary between our productivity and setting a time and place where God can refill us and refuel us.
Celebrating Sabbath leads us to sanctify time. I think for me, I always understood Sabbath to mean, well if I’m going to keep the Sabbath Day holy, let me make a list of all the holy activities I can think of and that’s what I can do on Sabbath. But doing holy things on the Sabbath is not what that means. Holy means set apart. There is a day we should set apart. It is about sanctifying time, recognizing that all time is a gift from God but not all time is the same.  What happens when we observe Sabbath is it also makes us engage our work differently. We engage our work as something that can be done to worship God, and then there is a day that is set apart that is different from all the others to be lived differently. Some of us need to observe the Sabbath because we have allowed other things, maybe even good things, to control us and rule us. It is interesting to me that when these Commandments are relisted in the book of Deuteronomy, the Sabbath Commandment changes a little bit. Everything is verbatim until it gets to the reason why, and that’s when He says you should observe the Sabbath because in six days I created and on the seventh day I rested. In Deuteronomy, it says you should observe the Sabbath because you were once enslaved in Egypt and you are no longer slaves.  He said to celebrate Sabbath because it is a declaration of your freedom. It is a declaration that you are now no longer enslaved to anything but Christ.

The other thing I’ve observed about the Sabbath is that if I keep the Sabbath Day holy, the Sabbath keeps me holy. If I keep the Sabbath in its proper place, then I remain in my proper place in relation to God and in relation to other people. It reminds me that I am not in control. It reminds me that I am not sovereign; that God is God and I am not; it reminds me that the world does not revolve around me nor do I keep the world in revolution. It keeps me in my proper place. Remember the Sabbath Day, keep it set apart, it is a time boundary, a boundary between when we create and when we are re-created. Worship boundaries – who are we worshipping and how are we worshipping?  Time boundaries, is there a difference in our days?
Next, five Commandments on relational boundaries. Honor your father and your mother that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God has given you.  It is the one Commandment that comes with a promise. You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. Two of them deal directly with our family relationships, three deal with how we are to love our neighbors. They seem very simple on the surface, don’t murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t bear false witness, they seem very simple and easy to understand. And these are the ones that we tend to think, oh, I’ve got those under control, I’ve never murdered anybody. Until we get to the New Testament and Jesus reveals to us that we can actually commit murder in our heart. These are some of the most deceptive Commands because there is an internal nature to them and we can commit them in the dark in the secret recesses of our lives.  It would take an entire sermon to go through each of these the way we should, so I’m just going to pick on one of them. 

I read a quote earlier this week that I thought was worth sharing. It says adultery is treason against the family and God hates it.  See, God created the family to be a reflection of Him, to be an image bearer of Him in our world. And when we begin to mess with that, we are chipping away at the character of God as He wants it to be revealed on the earth. See, sex was created to be enjoyed within the context of marriage between a man and a woman and anything we do outside of that is crossing a boundary that God put in place for our own protection and to most accurately reflect his character and his glory. 
I think some of the boundaries we may all need to think about reestablishing are in this area, because this Command is not just within the context of marriage, but singles, it applies as well.  There are boundaries that you need to have in place for your future marriage. Let’s talk very bluntly about some physical boundaries that might need to be in place. For the sake of your marriage or your future marriage, you may need to be careful about what you are watching.  For the sake of your marriage or your future marriage, the most holy thing you need to do this year is put a filter on your computer or put your computer in a place in your house that is public. If this is an area that you are struggling with, Pastor Chris has actually been blogging about the slavery of pornography and I would encourage you, guys and girls, if that’s something you need to talk through, Pastor Chris is a great guy. He is our Campus Pastor at Kingstowne and he is a great guy to talk to. 
And because Jesus says this goes to the non-physical heart places as well, I want to encourage you to think about emotional boundaries in this. Men, if you are in the workplace and there is a woman that is showing you more respect than you are getting from your wife, there is a danger there of falling into an emotional place that crosses a boundary.  I would encourage you to set some emotional boundaries. Women, if you are getting attention from a guy who is not your husband, you may need to put a boundary in place. Singles, if you are in a dating relationship, you need to be talking very bluntly and clearly about those physical boundaries and emotional boundaries because they are there to protect us. They are there to protect us and they are there so that God’s character and his glory can shine on the earth through his children.
These are not cosmic killjoys. They are given to us for our protection. They are given to us so that we can walk lives that are worshipful.  I think a lot of times we think that God just doesn’t want us to have fun, or that sin is just something we do that is bad and ugly and awful and terrible. Really, sin is meeting a legitimate need in an illegitimate way. God has put these boundaries in place to say, ‘Hey, I created sex and I commanded it, but there is a boundary in place for your protection and for my glory and you need to observe that and you need to establish it in your lives so that you are not meeting a legitimate need in an illegitimate way.’

Final Commandment – thou shalt not covet your neighbor’s house or your neighbor’s wife, throws the adultery thing in again, or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that is your neighbor’s.  Bottom line – don’t want what doesn’t belong to you. I love the fact that He says or anything that is your neighbor’s. That’s the cosmic catch-all. In case I miss anything, no loop holes, don’t covet anything. This Commandment is interesting because it is the third longest of the Commandments and it is one that does not deal initially with outward actions. Usually with a moral code, you say things that you can observe on the outside, don’t murder, don’t steal, don’t bear false witness, and this one says don’t covet. It is an entirely internal thing and it deal with our desires. Don’t desire what doesn’t belong to you. I think a good question to ask with this one is whenever there is something we want, we should always follow up with ourselves to ask why do we want it. Because this Commandment and our ability to get tripped up here goes all the way back to the first part of Genesis when Eve was tempted to think that maybe God didn’t give her everything she needed; that something about her was lacking; that even though she walked in perfect communion with Adam and perfect communion with God and had access to everything in the Garden, that there was something that God had kept from her and she chose to believe that lie and reach for the very thing that caused he to forfeit the life of abundance and peace and joy and community that she had. This one goes all the way back to the beginning. It deals with our desires and our desires for things that don’t belong to us. 
Here’s a fun little story about how I got tricked with this very thing. Back up my history about 10 years, I was in Washington D.C. working on Capitol Hill for a Senator doing environment energy policy when Pastor Mark Batterson began his slow trick into ministry for me. He asked me to come on staff part-time to oversee small groups and in nine months, they were going to hire someone full-time. Fast forward several years and I’m still working full-time in the Senate and part-time at NCC. Now, in Pastor Mark’s defense, he had several times tried to talk me into coming on staff full-time but I just didn’t feel like that was my calling at that time. Fast forward, I began to look at where I was having the most fulfillment and seeing the most fruit and having the most fun and started thinking maybe God is calling me into this. So, there was a day, Ryan and I had just gotten married and were praying about it together and we decided that I probably needed to start moving in the direction of leaving the Hill to go into full-time ministry. One of the things I wanted to do before I left was to raise somebody up that could replace me in the office and I wanted to give the office a little bit of time and let them know what my plans were. So I got up one Monday morning and went to the office and my plan that day was to let my Chief of Staff, my Legislative Director and the Senator know that I wasn’t giving my two-week resignation but I was moving towards leaving the Hill and to talk to them about whatever plans needed to be put into place for that to happen. Well, before I could have that conversation, we had our staff meeting in which my immediate boss, our Legislative Director announced that he was leaving the office. Then he caught me in the hallway and said, ‘Heather I want to talk to you because I recommended you to be my replacement. I think you are the right person and I think you can do it and if they don’t want to give you the job in this office, then come talk to me because I’m Chief of Staff now in this other office and I’d like to have you there.’  Thank you God! I don’t know if this is a door or a distraction!  Like, have you ever faced an opportunity and you honestly don’t know if it is God or is it the devil or is it just life?  Is God telling me to do this or is He allowing me to do this or is this a trick?  So I go back to Ryan and we pray about it and we fast about it and we don’t really know what to do, and so I made the decision that I had so much respect for the Senator and so much love for the office and so much uncertainty about what I was supposed to do, we decided that I would go through the process of interviewing and that I would make the best case for why I felt like I was the best candidate. I actually had some ideas that I thought would be really great in the office. So I would go through the whole process and do my best, but also be very honest about the fact that I had planned to come in and tell them that I was leaving, and that even if I was offered the job, I may not take it. So I was very honest about the whole thing. And our prayer was that this would be a bit of a fleece and that if God didn’t want me to have the job, it wouldn’t even be offered to me and that would give me confidence in the decision in the direction that I thought I was going.  So, long story short, I wasn’t offered the job. My reaction – gratitude that a prayer had been answered? Relief that the decision had been made, excitement about my next stage of life?  No!!! What!?! You can’t offer somebody else that job! Why didn’t they think I was the best one to have that?  I know, I told them I probably wouldn’t take it and I was thinking about leaving, but why weren’t they begging me to stay?  I found myself wanting something I didn’t even want!  What were they thinking? It wasn’t even about me anymore, it was their problem! And it was all because this affected my pride and my ego. I was coveting something that didn’t belong to me and that deep down, I didn’t even really want. That is how easy it is for covetousness to be rooted and lodged inside of us. We look around at other people and other things to give us meaning and we want them.
This is really about living a life of contentment. Are we content with what God has given us? God had called them out of slavery, what is there to covet? God has given us new life in Him, what is there to covet? Philippians 4:13 is one of our favorite verses: I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me. We slap that on our bumper stickers, we blaze it across our t-shirts. I would go up to home plate and be ready at bat and be thinking Philippians 4:13 in my head. The problem is – that’s not what that verse means. Philippians 4:13 has nothing to do with I can hit the ball over the fence because I have super human Jesus strength on my side. If you read that verse in its original context, Paul is saying, ‘There have been times that I have been hungry and there have been times I have been full. I have lived in times of abundance and I have lived in times of great need. I have lived in times where I have been successful and I have lived in times when I have been a failure; but I can do them all through Christ who gives me strength.’  And whatever station of life I’m in and whatever I have been given or not given, I can do it all because Christ gives me strength. That’s what that verse is talking about. It is contentment. It is realizing we can do it, we can be it, we can do whatever we need to do in whatever situation we are in because of Jesus. Do not covet. 
Ten Commandments, ten boundaries rooted in the grace and character and deliverance of God to show us who God is and to guide us into the kinds of lives that He has created us to live. 

We keep reading in Exodus 20

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightening and the sound of the trumpets and the mountains smoking, the people were afraid and trembled and they stood afar off and said to Moses, ‘You speak to us and we will listen but do not let God speak to us lest we die.’  Moses said to the people, ‘Do not fear, for God has come to test you that the fear of Him may be before you that you may not sin.’ But the people stood afar off while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was.

The people wanted a mediator. Moses served as a mediator between the people and God. One of the things that the Commandments and the law does for us is that it reflects who God is, it shows us who He is and it reveals to us how sinful we are.  It is like a mirror that we hold up to our face that shows us where we are dirty. But the problem is, the mirror itself doesn’t clean us. And the same is true with the Ten Commandments. They show us where we are dirty, but they don’t have any power in and of themselves to clean us up.  Like these people, we need a mediator. Jesus Christ, as we see in the New Testament, we see that all of this is a foreshadowing of the coming of Christ where Jesus Christ stands between sin and redemption, where He serves as our mediator. 
If you are here this weekend and you have never come to a place where you have made Jesus Christ Lord and Savior of your life, where you have handed Him the reigns of your life, don’t even start to try to follow the Ten Commandments, because what happens there is that it just becomes a new law to enslave you. If you’ve never come to that place, then there is another boundary that you need to come to first and that’s the boundary between sin and redemption where we find the cross.  The cross is the door that leads us from death to life. It is the salvation. It is like when we see in Exodus when God saves them and then gives them a new way of living. The cross is what saves us. The cross has to come first. The cross comes before the Commandments. So if you’ve never made that decision, I would say that is the first boundary that needs to be address. Let God lose the chains of sin and death off your life.

Then for those of us that are in the family of God, we don’t follow the Commandments because we get our salvation, we already have that. They are a gift to us, to show us the right way to live. The Commandments reflect God’s character and they reveal our character. What happens is when we live according to this, then we are no longer living for ourselves but we are living for God’s glory, and that is what we were created to live for.

God, I thank You tonight for the law. Like the Psalmist, like Paul, like Christ, even though we don’t like to talk about things that might seem restricting or barriers or boundaries or hindrances, God we know that You gave them to us to reflect your character, to help us understand You better. We know that they reveal to us where we need your grace. God I pray for those that need to rediscover and reestablish some boundaries in our lives, that You would put your finger on those and help us to set those. God I pray that your conviction would come on us, not to make us feel guilty but so that we might live differently. God I pray that You would be honored and glorified in our lives. God, that we would look at the Commandments differently and we would understand that this is a covenant of boundaries to bring blessing and that we might live more than anything else to honor and glorify You, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
