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How are we doing tonight?  Good to see you guys, good to be here!  We continue our ‘Gospel’ series today and for the next couple of weeks. We are jumping into the Scriptures and sharing the good news, the gospel message of Jesus Christ, so I’m looking forward to continuing that today.
I want to start out my sermon by doing something a little different, by sharing my challenge right up front. Here’s what I’m hoping for us tonight. I believe that there are some of us in this place that need to reestablish our foundation. The foundation in of our life needs to be rebuilt today and we need to let go of the old. Whatever is hindering us or holding us back and take ahold of the new, which is the covenant, the promise, the new life, the good news, the gospel message that Jesus has made available to every person here and that is watching and listening.
In college, there was a series of events that tackled me to the ground. A key spiritual mentor in my life fell. It was someone I could go to and ask questions. Then, not long after that, my father passed away from a sudden heart attack with no forewarning, and this spiritual giant, the spiritual security blanket for me was all of a sudden gone. Not long after that, I lost my girlfriend of four years. I found out she lied and cheated on me. All these things happened within a short amount of time and I realized that my foundation was built on these things and when it was pulled away, I began to fall and it was the first time I started falling and I didn’t hit the ground. I just kept going. It was like I was in a free-falling, searching for a foundation in my life. I remember going to bed at night feeling depressed and overwhelmed and overcome. When you wake up in the morning, I felt depressed and overwhelmed, wondering why I should get up that day.  To put it in boxing terms, a fighter up on his feet can take a lot of different shots. He can take a shot to the head, he can take a shot to the face or to the gut, but if he loses his legs, he’s got real problems because his legs are his foundation, his core, his footing. So as long as he has his foundation, he can get hit and he can come back and bring it back. He can take a lot of hits and keep coming back but when he loses his foundation, a hit in any one of those areas will send him to the canvas.  

What is your foundation in life today? For me, when you took away a couple of key relationships, you took away my foundation. It was like the carpet underneath my feet was pulled out from underneath me, and every single hit that I took, it was like I was standing on black ice because I would hit the canvas right away. My foundation was lost. And in the middle of all of this, I remember for months being in this place of depression before God and I remember God giving me this Scripture, Hebrews 1:10
In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish but you will remain. They will all wear out like a garment. You will roll them up like a robe. Like a garment, they will be changed but you will remain the same and your years will never end.

A gospel moment for me occurred as I read this Scripture. I had to step out of the foundation that was good. All those relationships were good. I had a great relationship with my father and a great relationship with this girl, all these were good, but I had to step out of the foundation that was good and step into the foundation that was eternal.

I think some of us have laid our foundations; we have put our trust in the promises of God as opposed to the purpose of God, as opposed to the person of God. The promises are good. God heaps his blessings and we put our faith in the blessings of God and He heaps those over and over abundantly into our lives, but when the blessing disappears, so does our faith and so does our foundation. Last week, we read in Ecclesiastes in our Bible reading plan, we read that God brings a day of prosperity. Somebody say Amen! And God bring the day of adversity. Somebody say Amen! You don’t like that one do you? I don’t either. We only like half of the gospel message, but God bring both and we try to cut that out. We say, ‘That’s not gospel to me,’ but maybe we are just getting the word ‘gospel’ mixed up. Gospel is not just a day of prosperity over and over again, the gospel message, the good news is the fact that a good and a bad day can come but God is Immanuel.  God is with us and He has a redemptive purpose for every single day, whether adverse, whether prosperous, whether blessed. So maybe, seeing God is less about the contents of your day and more about the context of your day. How many of you know that the contents of your life do not intimidate God, but the contents are just kindling to the fire of his redemptive purposes that He desires to work within us? The good and the bad in my life have only fueled the plans and purposes that He has desired to accomplish through me and through my life and in the lives of those around us. It is when we can understand that right there that we can come boldly and confidently in prayer before God and begin to pray, Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come and thy will be done in my life in the good and in the bad, in the blessing and in the adversity. When the Bears lose and the Packers win, just making sure you’re still with me, He has a redemptive plan, Jay Cutler is coming back, we’re going to be alright. Bear with me. I’m making sure you are still awake.
Here’s the thing, foundation is unseen; foundation is untested largely, right? Until the storm comes and then, I think a lot of you can relate, I’ve spent a lot of time in my basement during the storm. I have gotten to know my wet/dry vac well and I’ve given him a name, his name is Wayne. We have bonded. I knew Wayne’s dad, I knew Wayne’s grandpa, I’m on the third generation of wet/dry vacs, because someone short-cutted the foundation of the house. I witnessed, first-hand, the desolation of the Haiti earthquake. We went this summer and helped to reestablish the foundation of this school in Haiti and we saw the desolation and destruction in Haiti. Here is what we don’t realize though, as you look at the destruction that happened. The destruction was multiplied because of the shoddy construction that was there. Here’s what OOAS, the Organization of American States, concluded in a study – many of the buildings in Haiti were so shoddily constructed that they were unlikely to survive any disaster, let alone, this incredible quake.  Structures were built on slopes without proper foundations or containment structures using improper building practices, insufficient steel and insufficient attention to development control.  In fact, the earthquake in Chile not long after that, registered 501 times the energy at the epicenter of the quake than the earthquake in Haiti. The death toll in Chile was a couple hundred people; the death toll in Haiti was a couple hundred thousand people. Why? Part of it is geographic, it was close to the city of Port of Prince, but there’s no way that covers it all. A large reason why so many people died and why there was so much destruction, why you saw houses pancaked versus in Chile there was cracks and things like that but in Haiti, the overwhelming destruction was due to so many buildings that had been improperly built, due to a weak foundation.  Now, look at Haiti before the quake came. For years and years, everything was great and there was no effect from the way they had built their foundation, but all of a sudden, when the quake came, the effect occurred. 
Some of us maybe are here today, no problems, doing fine, life is going along and life is good, just like I was going into college and everything was great, then all of a sudden, the storm came down and the quake began to hit the foundation of my life. The storm comes and our foundations are tested and the only foundation that stands is one that is strong and built in the right place, on God.

The first thing you check when buying a house is the foundation, right?  If the foundation is bad, you’ve got some major problems. If you have a bad foundation, you have to tear down and then you have to build up. In Hebrews 10, God is addressing the shifting plates of a nation, and Israel finds themselves in a place where they need to tear down and then build back up. They need to tear down the idea of the old covenant where they were trying to seek God through the law and through the actions they were performing, through the outward appearance. We see in Hebrews 10:1 
 1 The old system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the good things to come, not the good things themselves. The sacrifices under that system were repeated again and again, year after year, but they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to worship.
He is basically saying right here the foundation has to be torn down so that you can build back up. The foundation of the old covenant, when you merely made sacrifices to please God was insufficient in that time. God wants more. Verse 8
8 First, Christ said, “You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or other offerings for sin, nor were you pleased with them” 9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do your will.” He cancels the first covenant in order to put the second into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time.

The author is saying we’ve got to step out. It is time to let go of what is not working.  A new foundation has been given but to take ahold of the new, you’ve got to let go of the old. 

We’ve got these five-foot gorgeous zinnias in our backyard. My sister-in-law Amy planted them and they are all different colors. They are beautiful. I have people over and I take them out to show them what I’ve planted and I take all the credit for it even though I didn’t do anything. Well, last week, my mother-in-law came and she shared that she thought we didn’t to trim them down. I know the rule that mother-in-law is always right, I know that, but I decided to politely disagree on this round by saying, “No way! We’ve got to keep those babies! I love those flowers!”  So, you know what happened next, the next day was that massive storm that we had last week, and you knew the huge storm was coming as soon as I said that, so all the mother-in-laws in the house can say Amen. Then we went out and looked at the flowers and a lot of them were dead and killed over and beyond repair at that point, and the storm made my mother-in-law look like Einstein, literally, she looked like Einstein, her hair! Ha ha!  I’m just kidding! I love my mother-in-law! She is awesome!  Alright, with flowers, you have to cut them back at some point. You have to trim them and take off the old for the new to be able to come. The old has to go for the new to sprout up. New life does not come until you come back the old.
What it is in your life today that is holding you back? The old that you refuse to cut away or trim off so you can step into the new foundation that Christ has called every one of us to?  The other day, I took Zeke, my little 18-month-old to the park and we were walking and he had this little backpack of toys and he kept insisting on carry it. He grunts and goes at a snail’s pace, which is driving me nuts so I pick him up and he starts crying. We get to the gate of the park and I put him down and we open the gate and Ella takes off running and you see his little face and the frustration that is building up and he is starting to cry a little bit because he is holding on to this bag trying to pull it but he sees his sister running ahead to the massive word of germ-filled fun in front of him. Finally he seems to connect the dots in his head, that the slides and all the things in the park are ten times more fun than this little bag that is holding him back. So he lets go of the bag and he takes off running and it’s so cute because about five steps into it, he goes face down on the ground! I love little guys! I love my little man because I just picked him up and told him to stop crying and I threw some dust on his bruises, dust is nature’s Band-Aid for guys, and I got him back out there. The idea is that he had this bag that was holding him back with tiny little toys and he is trying to pull it and finally he is able to understand that there’s something better.
And here we are holding our bags, holding our pasts, holding our stuff and our little victories and little things we are trying to drag it along, and God is there in front of us saying, ‘I have something new and something greater for you! My kingdom is huge and it is right in front of you but you’ve got to let go of the old! Let go of it and come into the new, into my new covenant for you!’ It is a covenant that He has destined for every one of us. And Jesus comes and He says, 

I will relinquish, I will let go, I will cut off the old and I will establish a new covenant that is perfected in Me so that each person can enter into relationship with God.
He opens up the door, II Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation. The old is gone and the new has come.

Revelation 21

Behold, I am making all things new.

What is your foundation today? What are you not letting go of that is holding you back?  Maybe you find yourself in the comments and the thoughts and the opinions of your coworkers or in the success you find at your workplace.  Maybe your self-esteem is built from a parent’s comments growing up, negative or positive, you have built your foundation on that thing. Maybe your security is in a relationship. What is the old security blanket that you are holding on to that is halting you from stepping into the new covenant that God has destined for you.
A covenant was the most serious, the most sacred agreement that could be made in the Scriptures. It’s hard for us as Americans to understand the idea of biblical covenant because we immediately think contract, don’t we?  These two entities that come together and make an agreement and they step into a legally binding agreement, but covenant is not contract. Covenant is not just a legally binding agreement, covenant is a binding agreement of the soul. Old Testament covenant is awesome. You’ve got to hear this. I want to walk you through the covenant process. It’ll probably scare you a little bit but that’s ok. I love looking at Old Testament covenant. When you made a covenant, it was to cut of covenant. Here’s the first step in the process – it started by taking off your coat, which represented the entire being of who you are. It wasn’t just a business agreement or just a compartment or part of your life. When you made covenant with somebody, it was the entirety of who you are. So you take your coat off. Then you take your belt off. And your belt wasn’t just to hold your pants up back then, your belt was to hold weapons and other things, so you take it off and it represented that you are sharing your weapons and your strength and your might and your power with this other person. Then the third part, this is the part where it goes from fascinating to freaky Friday the 13th stuff right here, the third part is they would take an animal and cut the animal in two and set each part to the side and each party would walk through the cut animal in a figure 8 process, then they would come back and face one another. They were saying two things when they did that, one – that I am dying to self, to enter into the new agreement, this covenant; and two – they were saying if I don’t hold up my end to the terms of this covenant, may I end up as that animal on the ground. We decided in our marriage covenant to go a more modern route when we share this.  Can you see the marriage coordinator saying, ‘We can either go with the horseshoe, or flowers, or the dead animal carcass sliced in two.’ This is a crazy thing! It’s in the Bible! In our cultural mindset, we have a hard time understanding the seriousness, the incredible commitment of what covenant was.
Here’s what is even more crazy, when you think about entering into a covenant with God, there is no way we can hold up to that agreement. It is impossible. Every one of us in this place has sinned and has fallen short of God’s glory and has fallen short of the covenantal loyalty that is required to step into covenant with God. So how is it even possible that we might have relationship with Him in covenant? Let’s keep reading, Hebrews 10:16

 16 “This is the new covenant I will make
      with my people on that day, says the Lord:
   I will put my laws in their hearts,
      and I will write them on their minds.”

 17 Then he says, 
   “I will never again remember
      their sins and lawless deeds.”

 18 And when sins have been forgiven, there is no need to offer any more sacrifices.

Jesus says, ‘Enter into the new covenant with me and I will walk through those animals. I will take on the terms of the covenant. I will pay for the sins, for the covenantal breaking of the loyalty that you have committed. I will take it and I will put it on myself and I will pay for that myself.’  How can He do that? Because his body was broken and because his blood was shed in covenant. 
The Greek word for covenant is diatheke and it occurs 33 times in the New Testament. You see this word and it has two dimensions, two meanings, it means covenant and it means testament, as in last will and testament. So, we enter in this whole new depth, a whole new dimension of meaning that is brought when you understand that, because the death of Christ brought life to the covenant. The death and testament of Christ brought life and covenant to you and I. The Greek has another word for covenant syntheke and when you look at that word, the meaning is two mutual agreeing and binding parties within a contract.  The New Testament never uses that word in the Greek because it constantly uses syntheke  because there are presumably two very different parties that come to the table, one taking on the terms of the contract and the other taking on the benefits of the contract. Praise God! God paid the price for us, He shed his blood for our sins, He breaks his body so that we can enter into covenant and know Him through his blood and that we as benefactors of his goodness can step into the presence of God and ultimately into the foundation of his salvation.

This week, we saw an amazing story of salvation. We watched as 33 Chilean miners were rescued from under 2,000 feet, 700,000 pounds of rock, after 39 days of being down there. I don’t know if you noticed but every Chilean minor that came up wore the same shirt and it said on the front Thank you Lord and on the back it said To Him be the glory and honor because in his hands are the depths of the earth and heights of the mountains are his. Psalm 95:4
These men have become a symbol of courage and faith in the worst of situations for all of us. As each one emerged, it was almost like watching an individual miracle every time one of those guys came out of the capsule. So we are going to take just a few moments to relive some of those moments as they were rescued. 

I can watch those again and again. The fear is that these guys would lose their minds or that they would turn on each other or any number of different things could happen because they were trapped in darkness and isolation together. But each person shared of their faith in God and they were founded in a firm foundation in their faith in the Lord and they were sustained for it. But what’s interesting to me is that we heard these incredible stories and I love hearing every single story about the different miners that were down there, but we didn’t hear near as much about the people who rescued them, the drillers, the engineers, the people who actually went down in that tube to where they were and helped them figure out how to come to emergence and salvation. We didn’t hear many of their stories. I think there is a little bit of a picture that we have of salvation isn’t it? Salvation comes through faith. We are sustained through faith but it is not by our ability that we gain salvation, it is by the love and the grace of a Father who looks down and He sees us in a place of darkness and He sees us in isolation. He sees that we have lost a foundation and dropped down and we’re alone and we need Him and He sends his Son, his Worker, down to come into our experience and to show us the way to emerge from darkness into light.

Here’s what’s cool, every time one of those guys came out, there was this eruption of joy and clapping; and every time one of us makes a decision, has a gospel moment in our life where we emerge into the salvation of God that He has offered to us, the Scriptures say there is an eruption in heaven. And every time someone emerges, the angels begin to clap and to praise God because we have found our way back home. He has called us back to his palace to rest in the grace of God. He gives us this incredible deal of covenant.  

The seal of the covenantal exchange was to hold out your hand and to slice them so blood came forth and then you would exchange blood at that moment. We see again Jesus takes on the terms of the covenant as He puts out his hands and He is pierced in each one of his hands and the blood of the covenant begins to flow that was good for all of our sins and his body is broken so that we can know Him, so that we can have relationship. Hebrews 10:19
We can boldly enter heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus.

Do you know that every time you take communion, you are renewing that covenant with God? Scriptures say that after supper, He took the cup, which is the new covenant in my blood whenever you drink this do it in remembrance of Me. My body has been broken for you.  As we communion, it is a renewing of the covenant the Lord has given to us.

One of the most sacred moments in my life was after that foundation-altering experience happened that I shared early on in this sermon, I was worn down and I had nothing to give. I came to the Lord and I remember that moment specifically, that sacred moment of communion where I came and I said, “God, I have lost my foundation, I am in a free-fall, I’m under 2,000 feet, 700,000 pounds of rock, I have nowhere to go and nowhere to go. I am isolated and I am in a dark place, God, I need You! I need to renew my covenant with You!” And I begin to reach out to God and accept the grace that is sufficient in God’s glory for all our needs. His Word says it and I accepted that as I took communion and here is what that moment meant to me. It was a foundational moment. It was a gospel moment.

Getting married, you can go through all the counseling, you can go through all the steps and you can plan for the future and you can get your future residence ready and go through all the steps and it feels like you are practically married, doesn’t it? You’re like, ok I guess we’ve got to formalize this thing, but when you get to that moment, when you are ready to walk that aisle, you start to sweat. It starts to catch up with you and you realize the power of this physical moment that we have in stepping out and when you begin to step out and you say those words, there is a moment that is created that sets this covenant in place, the marriage covenant. 

When we come to communion and we renew this covenant with God, what this is is a physical expression of an inward prayer within our hearts, and something happens when we initiate covenant, when we step into it and physically exert ourselves, something happens that is unique. It is a physical expression of the inward word that is speaking into our hearts.

As we close out the service today, we want to share in communion and spend some time in worship to God, to renew our covenant with God. Here’s what that means – it means to exchange your sin and your problems and your trust for the goodness and for the grace and for the love and for the life-giving spirit, and for the redemption that God has offered to every one of us. For some of you, this is the first time entering into covenantal relationship with God and you need to take a step out of faith today and let this communion time be an initiating of that covenant. For some of you here today, you’ve been running from God, maybe you have ignored God and you just need to accept his grace back into your life, let this communion time be a time of renewing your vows, renewing your covenant to the Lord. For some of us here, you need to reestablish your foundations. You feel like you are on black ice right now and you need to reestablish yourself in foundation and let this communion time be covenant to you, a renewing of that covenant and a start to that process in your life. For all of us, I pray that as we share in communion today that this would be holy moment of reestablishing the Lord’s firm foundation in our lives. Pray with me.
God we thank You that your Word is alive and well, that You speak to us, Lord we thank You Father that You make us aware of our insufficiencies. I just pray for each person here today as we have listened to your Word, God I pray that our foundation would be rebuilt. Lord I pray that those things that are old that are holding us back, those things that we continue to hold on to that are stopping us from entering into the new covenant that You have promised, Lord I pray that You would help us to let go of those things today God, to release those things and to purge those things from our hearts. I pray for those of us who need to take a step out of faith today into new covenant, that You would give us the faith and the courage to do that. As we take communion together, that this would be a holy moment, a physical expression of an inward prayer of faith in each one of our hearts. In Jesus name, Amen. 
