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It’s an ancient city, soaring above sea level on the highland plains of Ethiopia. Addis is a city rich in culture and in history. From its founding until today, Addis has been central to Ethiopia in life and in politics and has increasingly emerged as a leading city is Africa. Considered by many to be the capital of the continent, Addis is the seat of the African Union, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, and so it is said that all roads in Africa lead to Addis.  Modern buildings and streets are a stunning site, but so also is the cities poverty and brokenness. 
Founded by Dr. Beta and Sophie Mengitsu and pastored by their son, Zeb Mengitsu, Basa International’s diverse congregation is committed to embrace both the needs and the opportunities in Addis, to reach out to the poor and disadvantaged, but also to reach the leaders and diplomatic communities. All of this has been built around a community of people committed to following Christ, honoring their leaders and blessing the city in the name of Jesus.

Out of this commitment have come vital ministries to the poor and sick. The goal isn’t to simply provide for their needs, but to empower them through compassionate assistance and instruction. The Entoto Mountain Outreach began two years ago, starting with a group of students and church members who heard of the HIV AIDS sufferers on the mountain. From weekly visits, the outreach developed into a job-creation program teaching skills and providing capital for business and trade. In addition to outreaches like this, Basa’s unique placement in Addis had opened doors to ministry, to other leaders, guiding them into life-changing encounters with God and providing them with wise instruction and counsel.  Basa, from its inception, has been a sister church to NCC and is closely linked in leadership and vision. The passion the Basa has is to Addis Ababa blessed and changed by the gospel. But not only Addis, the prayer and passion of this young church is that God will work through them to transform the entire continent of Africa.

{Pastor Joel}

It is awesome to be here today. We are so excited to continue our “Fearless” series and we do with a special guest today. That is Pastor Zeb Mengitsu from Ethiopia, one of our missionaries, and I want to intro him. You see in the Scriptures, remember David, one of our heroes, has all these voices whispering into his head, people who are trying to influence, but then there is a guy named Jonathan and a guy named Nathan. When they speak, he listens. Pastor Z has been an incredible influence on National Community Church, so I wanted to get up here and tell you today that we have a number of guest speakers throughout the year but there are a few people like Dick Foth and Zeb Mengitsu, when they show up, we need to listen a little more attentively, because God has given to them, just like Nathan was given to David as a prophet, as someone to speak specifically into his life, I really believe that Pastor Z has been given to us to speak into the life of this church. So we really need to open up our ears and hearts to receive from the Lord through him. As we saw some of what God has done through Basa, through Zeb, God is moving across Africa and specifically in Addis, and has anointed that ministry that Pastor Z went back over to start in 2004. What I love about this relationship is that from the very beginning, NCC and Basa were hand in hand moving forward. God doesn’t just bless an idea, He doesn’t just bless a vision, this is Dr. Beta talking right here, He blesses relationships. Every time David and Jonathan got together, blessing happened. It seems like every time Pastor Zeb shows up, the hand of blessing just seems to fall on this place. So, I want you at all five locations to give a huge, warm welcome to Pastor Zeb Mengitsu as he comes.
{Pastor Zeb}

Praise the Lord! Thank you all so much. It is a blessing to be back home. I consider NCC home. It is an honor to hook up with you people again. I thank God for everything that He has done. It is no small thing that the Lord has done. I am deeply indebted to this church and this ministry because I think we are at a stage now in our ministry where people recognize Basa and recognize what we are doing. It is easy to see something that is there but it is very hard to see something that is not there. NCC has seen something when it was not there. Give yourselves a big hand clap for that. I thank God for the leadership and Pastor Mark. I try to allude to this every time I’m up here but I think it is good to repeat because it is really special what the Lord has given us here. My father and Pastor Joel’s father and Pastor Mark’s father-in-law were best friends. I have a girl who is growing up now too fast, but they call it BFFs. She has a BFF. If you don’t know what that means, you just Google it and you will find everything. That’s what we do these days. But they were really close. My father still has one friend to this day and that’s Pastor Bob Schmidgall. It’s funny, in the fullness of time, how the Lord brought me and Pastor Mark together and Pastor Joel, it was not us. The Bible says God spoke to Isaac and said, “I will surely bless you and the number of your descendants will be great for the sake of your father, Abraham.” In other words, it’s not because you necessarily got it right, but there were footsteps that had gone before you that had paved the way and all you have to do is be in line and that stuff is going to hit you in time. So, in a lot of ways, it’s really funny, every time NCC comes or I come here, something happens, something that we cannot explain, strategic moments through the history of our ministry and the history of this ministry. So I really believe God is up to something this weekend. I don’t know what that is, He didn’t tell me, but I believe something is up.
One of the things that is special to me is that one of the last conversations I had with Senior Pastor Schmidgall before he passed is that he was inviting me to come to his church to preach and I told him that I felt it was not the time for me to preach for him, and he passed away before I ever got to preach for him. I feel what God has done in a funny way is redeemed that when I get to come and preach for Joel and Mark.  Praise the Lord. I’m really grateful and I thank God for all of you. I pray for you. God has taken our small, little dream and done some tremendous things over the last few years. It required somebody to agree with us when there was nothing to see, and NCC was there for us. I thank God for Pastor Mark so much and for the support and the friendship. Just what was a little idea, God has blessed. You saw a little bit on the video. God has allowed us to influence and have a great impact in our city and our nation and even in the continent of Africa. We are making serious inroads in all kinds of realms, I can’t talk about all of it. It is difficult because the stuff I’m really excited about is the stuff I cannot talk about, so just praise God for the stuff that is going on, so just praise God and trust me! It is really amazing!
Of course, one of the most recent developments, you all know Adam Taylor and Adam is working with us now, and if you have not heard, last Friday Adam moved into his house with his 22 new sons. We’ve taken our street boys ministry from weekly visits to now they have a home and a father figure and food and clothing and school and all these things. We are really grateful for all these things the Lord is doing. Adam is doing good. Thank you so much! We really love you and we thank God for you. You are really special to us.
Now I only have 20 minutes left to preach! But I don’t think it is time wasted because I really like to give honor where honor is due and your leadership has been tremendous. 

I noticed that I’m in the middle part of a three-week series around the theme of fearless. I just want you to know up front that you picked a most awesome guy to speak on the subject of fearlessness! And you put my right in the middle! That’s like the gold medal platform! When I come and speak, I always try to be faithful to what the vision of the house is and speak to that as much as possible and also try to see what the Lord has put in my heart. There is something that has been in my spirit for a while and I think it fits in with what I have to share to today. So open your hearts and let’s see what the Lord does with us today.

My verse for today is I Peter 1:23 and I’d like to read that as we start. It says

Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible through the Word of God which lives and abides forever. 

Let’s pray.

Father, we give You praise and we give You thanks. We believe You for great things in these next few moments, I ask more than anything that You would speak and You would speak to those who need to hear. I thank You that it is done. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

When we first moved to Ethiopia, I went with a big bang. NCC jumped on our vision. You guys made a little video like the one you just saw. I never had that before, that was so special. You made little baseball cards, I still have those. It was such a blessing and we went gung-ho to Ethiopia. The word the Lord had given us is that the time for the reputation, the stigma that is attached with the nation of Ethiopia and with the continent of Africa will be completely reversed. Where the hands of begging will turn into the hands of blessing. That is what God spoke and we were so excited about it. We were pumped about it. That’s a good Ethiopian word, pumped. We went there and the day we arrived, we experienced different things and different opposition, and things did not go the way we had planned. One day, I really hit the situation where I was invited to speak at a church in a part of town that is very run-down. It was like a place where you leave your car and you have to walk through the neighborhood. As I was walking through the neighborhood toward the place where I was supposed to preach, the depth and magnitude of the poverty got to me. I grew up in Africa, I know poverty and I’ve seen it before but this was a little bit different from what I had seen. And the endlessness of it, as far as the eye could see. Everything was extreme poverty, tons and tons of people living way below privilege. I had this word of blessing and gung-ho and pumped, but on that day when I was on my way to this church where I’m supposed to preach the gospel, my heart just sank, and I almost, fear gripped my heart because what I came believing and what God had but in my heart was being reversed. Everything spoke against what I was seeing and against what I was believing and it was declaring boldly to me that this is impossible. And I asked the Lord what there, where in the world do you start? Me and the Lord talk like that. And right there, the Lord spoke to me right back. I know when He speaks to me. And He said, ‘Son, in the beginning was the Word.’  Oh hallelujah! When He said that, it set me free on the inside, because I realized something about God, that God always sends word first, and then circumstance follows. So my words cannot follow the circumstance, no matter how bad and how great it is. Amen! My circumstance will follow my word, and if God has spoken, my reasonability is to stand on the word until circumstance lines up according to what the Spirit of God says. Amen!
That word set me free and God began to teach me about the incorruptible seed and that’s what I want to talk about today. I would like everybody to say incorruptible seed. On our own, fear is a part of our lives. We grow up in fear, but when God gives his word, fear is driven away because faith cancels that fear out. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. Every situation and every circumstance that we face is actually sending a message to us to believe it. When God sends a word to us, He is also sending a word for us to believe it. When He sends word, He speaks according to the incorruptible seed on the inside of us. Now that word incorruptible is powerful. It says we have been born again of incorruptible seed. 

Let’s do some math together, or some science. A seed is a powerful thing. A seed is not the finished product. Seed is 100% potential. So when you are dealing with a seed, you are not dealing with something that is complete, you are dealing with potential. It speaks of assignment. Everything about a seed speaks of the extent of the potential of the impact it is going to make of how big and how far it can grow and what the fruit will be. Amen. The Bible says the seed which we are born of is incorruptible. If the seed is incorruptible, that means when the seed grows and bears fruit, it can only bear fruit according to the incorrupt nature of the seed. That means if I have been born again, of incorruptible, that means there’s some incorruptible around here somewhere, inside here. And my job is to agree with my incorruptible self. Let me show you what I’m talking about. There has never been a case in history where incorruptible and corruptible have hit head on and clashed and incorruptible lose. Did you get that? The reason is because incorruptible, by its very nature, is incorruptible, and incorruptible cannot lose. Corruptible will always bow in the face of incorruptible. Praise the Lord. Our nature, by born again experience, is incorruptible. Let’s talk about mangos. Mangos are good fruit. Look what happens in the mangos, the seed of a mango carries the assignment for a mango tree which produces more mango fruit with more mango seed in it with mango tree again with more fruit and seed. Right? So if the Bible says that we are born of incorruptible seed, that is speaking of a cycle. That seed did not come from nowhere, there is a tree of incorruptible that produces another tree of incorruptible.  The mango fruit has mango seed in it which produces more mango trees with mango fruit with mango seed. The seed is incorruptible. That means where the seed came from has to be incorruptible. The reason being that the incorruptible seed came from God Himself who is in and of Himself incorruptible. God is not corruptible! I need an Amen!  That’s why the Bible calls us, when we get born again, we are children of the most high God. His seed lives in us. We are his offspring. We are joint heirs with Christ. We have been born again. We are no longer attached to flesh and born, we are born of spirit and there is inheritance for those who belong to Him. 
When God creates this incorruptible nature on the inside of us, He was expecting us to look just like Him. This is what the incorruptible nature of God looks like. The Bible says, in the Book of Romans, that God gives life to the dead and He calls things which are not as though they were. That is the tree which produced the fruit which we are born of. That means God never calls things as they are, He calls things which are not as though they are. That’s what He does. In other words, from the very first picture we have of God from Genesis, the Bible says God created the heavens and the earth, and then it says that the earth was empty and void and darkness was over the surface of the deep and God said, “Let there be light,” because He calls things which are not. So there was darkness and God spoke light. And we are born of that seed, which means that I am not called to confirm the darkness. 

I got such a breakthrough right there in the middle of that neighborhood because I realized, at a moment when God helped me, I did not do this on my own, I realized that my job is not to confirm the darkness that I am swimming in, but to speak what thus says the Lord, speak the light into the darkness, speak the life into the dead. That is how He operates and I am his offspring, I am born of that seed. I represent God, I resemble God, not in my physical appearance. I am dark-skinned because the seed that I came from is dark-skinned. I look like my father who looked like his father who looked like his father and his father and his father. So when you look at me, I look like my father because that’s the seed I came from. But I got born again, which means that I have another Father now, and just like my natural father has dark-skin, my Father in heaven speaks light into darkness. He calls things which are not as though they were. So I look most like my Father when I speak light into darkness. I was never supposed to confirm the darkness, the situation, the mess, I was supposed to call things as God calls it. Surrounded in darkness but having another report. Praise the Lord!
Let’s move on. This is the meat of what I really wanted to share. God puts that nature in us and sometimes, He will test that nature. He will take that incorruptible seed on the inside of us and He will put us in a very corruptible situation to see what the incorruptible man or woman of God will do. This is what He did with the children of Israel. He gave them a promise of Promised Land when they came out of Egypt, but He put them in the wilderness. But the Bible says in Deuteronomy 8:2 that He put them in that wilderness on purpose in order to test them and in order to see what was in their hearts. It was a test. He would know what was in their hearts because the Bible says out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks. What happened was when He put them in the test, the whole nation, every last one of them failed the test, because they all spoke the darkness and confirmed the darkness and brought measurements according to the darkness, except for Joshua and Caleb, who had what the Bible calls a different spirit. In other words, when they saw the mess, the darkness, they did not confirm it, they spoke a ‘Yes we can.’ I know that’s a controversial subject in this part of the world, but there was an original ‘Yes we can’ before the ‘Yes we can.’ And when they said that said none will possess the land except for my servant Joshua and Caleb because they had a different spirit. Hallelujah. They were in the same mess as everybody but they spoke a different report than everybody. And what we need to learn to do as people of God is learn to call things like our Father, call according to the incorrupt seed on the inside. That is when we most look like our Father God. It is only a test.

Now, look what happens. A ship can go across the entire ocean because of this simple principle. The ship can stay afloat as long as the water on the outside does not get on the inside. Write that down. That is the principle. As long as the water stays on the outside, we are doing just fine. It does not matter how deep that water is. It does not matter how far down the water down, if that principle is at work, it can float through anything. The ship is in the water but it is not of the water. But the minute the ship starts to become of the water, it will sink to whatever depth the water is. If it is a 30-foot water, the ship will sink to 30 feet. If it is a 1,000-feet-deep water, the ship will sink to 1,000 feet. It will take on the nature of whatever the water is. That’s what the problem was with the children of Israel. They got in the wilderness then the wilderness got inside of them and they started to sink according to the wilderness. The Bible says their bodies were scattered across the wilderness. Are you following me? I’m preaching better than you are saying Amen! I can encourage myself in the Lord. That’s what David did. I’m playing, I love you guys. 
The idea is that God was expecting them to speak light in the darkness, to speak Promised Land in the midst of wilderness, the speak blessing in the midst of cursing. And because they could not do that, they fell short of their Promised Land. This is what God showed me. He said until we learn to speak something, the circumstance will never line up to what we say and we will always sink according to whatever we are in. But the day we start to realize that we are born again of God and God’s nature is incorruptible and my seed is incorruptible, I have something to say. I have a light testimony in the midst of the darkness. I have a victory in the midst of defeat. I have something that the other people may not be willing to agree with me, but as far as I am concerned there is light around here in Jesus’ name. Thank You Father! 

The last several weeks and months, I’ve been traveling. Every plane in the sky, I’ve been in there! I’ve learned some things about being up in the sky. Every time, if you’ve flown before, you understand, that lady always gets up in the front and does the same thing before the flight. ‘In the event of an emergency, oxygen masks will drop. First help yourself, then help other people.’ Then they say this, ‘In the event of a water landing, life jackets are provided underneath your seat. Pull it out, rip it out from the bag and put it on like so, put the strap around your waist and breath normally.’  Ha ha!  They say ‘When you hit the water, pull the red tabs and the life jacket will inflate and you will be able to float in whatever kind of water.’  They only made one type of life jacket for all types of water, because they understand the principle, if the life jacket on your chest works here, it will work anywhere. Can I bring this home!  Yes! If you can understand that you are incorruptible seed here, it doesn’t matter what life throws at you, you can use that same life jacket! It says if the red tabs don’t work, it has the little manual tube you can inflate yourself. I don’t know why they say that, that’s just like bad news. If the red tabs don’t work! Ok, I’ll bring my own life jacket! But they say you can use that tab and blow until you hyperventilate because you understand that your life depends on this little tube right here, but the idea is if you can get that thing inflated, you will float! 
I know some people are saying, ‘Pastor Z, you don’t know what kind of mess I’m in. You don’t know what I have been through. You don’t know the depth of the mess I have to go through on a daily basis.’ But this is the word I want to give you. Every mess is for the purpose of a greater message! The seed is always the seed. If you are a good gardener, you will understand that sometimes in order for the seed to grow better, you just need to put on a little bit more fertilizer. I’m just going to call it fertilizer for today, let’s leave it at that. Fertilizer can be messy sometimes, if you know what I’m talking about. They use fertilizer because the principle that the gardener understands is that sometimes the greater the fertilizer, the more powerful the seed will grow! Sometimes God will leave the fertilizer in there because He was trying to set everything up for you, because He saw the potential of the seed, and the greater the fertilizer, you understand that your breathing will work every time. Don’t call it like it is, speak the word of God, speak the victory of God, speak the incorruptible seed on the inside of you. God is light to darkness, He is never confirming the darkness. Speak it because if it works a little bit over here, it will work big-time over there. The Bible says that Paul and Silas began to praise the Lord, and it says at midnight, midnight, why does it give the time? What’s the big deal about the time? I was in a mess a few weeks ago, I won’t get into the details, but I felt myself go, ‘Whew!’ and then the Spirit of God immediately spoke to me and said, ‘Son, praise is about timing.’  Praise is about timing, meaning that we will praise just fine when the lights are right and the worship band is doing good and Pastor Joel hits the announcements just right, then we might praise the Lord. But praise is not real praise until it is a sacrifice. Praise is not real praise until it is a midnight. The Bible says they prayed at midnight because midnight represents the end. The Bible says they were beaten and tortured and thrown into the inner cell. And when they hit the inner cell, the Bible says at midnight they began to operate according to their incorrupt nature. They began to sing praises to God at midnight. When most of us hit midnight, we turn into a midnight. Well, not us but the other church down the street! Ha ha! The thing is, when things turn into a midnight, Paul and Silas, as the ship was going down, their praise started to go up, because they understood that the greater the fertilizer, it’s a greater opportunity for God to show us his incorruptible nature. They began to speak, not according to their situation but according to the other nature on the inside of them. They began to speak according to the seed or incorruption, and as they began to speak, incorruption caught up with them really quick. The ship was going down, but the incorruptible nature never follows the stuff, it follows the incorrupt seed. It looks like God, the God who gives life to the dead and calls things which are not as though they were.
I’m running out of time, but I just wanted to share with you that the Bible says that creation waits for the manifestation of the sons of God. We are the sons of God! Amen! We’ve been born again and creation is waiting the manifestation of the sons of God. How would the sons of God manifest? The sons of God manifest when the sons start acting like the Father. What does the Father do? The Father gives life to the dead and calls things which are not as though they were.

I remember hearing about what happened last year. I was not here but I heard all about it with Union Station and how you guys could not meet in Union Station anymore. I was catching up with Pastor Mark and his report was, ‘God provided Union Station out of a miracle and it is not difficult for God to do. If it was not difficult for God to do that, it is not going to be difficult for God to pull out another miracle out of nothing.’ That is the nature of God and that is the nature of Mark.  Are you following what I’m saying? Never confirm the report, speak the victory of God. We are not reporters confirming what everything is saying and what everything is doing. We are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. We are the beloved of the Father. We speak according to incorruption and God will bring incorruption as we stand on our confession.
Let’s give our Father a great hand of praise today. I love you all. God bless you. Thank you so much!

