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What an incredible year we’ve had in missions! I’m so fired up just remembering what God has done this last year! I’m even more excited today though to share about what is next, and that’s what we are going to do today. As we start a new series, for the next three weeks, we’re going to go into a series entitled “Fearless” and we are going to try something different today. Dave Schmidgall and I, Dave is our International Missions Pastor, we are going to tag team on this message. So you’ll see a little bit of movement up here and have fun with it as we engage the idea of missions in the kingdom of God in our lives.
My family had this very cool tradition growing up that when you turned 13, you got the opportunity to choose your own mission. So I turned 13 and went with my father to Nairobi, Kenya. For the first time in a quarter century, Kenya was holding its own election for President and the opposition had come into power, but Daniel Moy ended up winning narrowly the presidency, and throughout the country, the opposition was upset. So riots ensued throughout the country of Kenya our last day there. We were driving back from Lake Niavasha and off the highway comes a car that meets us and his car of all dented and bashed in and windows spider-webbed and he says, ‘Whatever you do, do not get on that highway!’ Five minutes later, we are driving on that highway and we pull up to about 30 angry Kenyans and all of a sudden rocks start flying at our car, and the missionary yells, ‘They are trying to stone us!’ So he hits the gas and we take off and it was like a hail storm of stones that began to hit and the glass is shattering and flying. For days after the experience, I pulled glass shards out of the top of my head. Every three minutes or so, we would come to a group of 30-50 or so angry Kenyans and we would be barraged with these rocks and stones, and one mob we came to, a guy jumped out in front of our car that missionary swerved around him and as he did, he launched this crow bar that stuck right in the middle of the window. Another mob we came to, a rock broke through the window and hit the missionary right in the head and the blood began to trickle down and he could barely drive because he couldn’t see because of all the blood coming down into his eyes. I stuck my head down and started to pray and I got back up afterwards and there was a hole in the window right next to me and there was a rock sitting next to me on the seat. It was crazy! The missionary driver was going crazy in the midst of all this. I remember him yelling, ‘This is not good Bob! Bob! This is not good! We’re all going to die!’  And if there was a book that was written on what to say to a 13 year old in that situation, I don’t think ‘We’re all going to die!’ is in that book! It was crazy! The proposition of death makes you feel crazy feelings and your adrenaline gets going and your senses go into overdrive and all you can deal with is the clear and present danger in front of you and the fear that has consumed you. How many know that in that car, I was getting close to Jesus right there! I was confessing every sin that I had committed, every sin that my family committed, every sin that my neighbors committed, every sin that my pets committed, every sin that my neighbor’s pets committed!  I was asking forgiveness for not eating the crust on my pj&j, for leaving the toilet seat up, for not washing my hands before dinner, it was all coming out because I’m about to meet Jesus in the air! What I remember most about that situation though is the two contrasting images that were in front of me. On the left side, in the driver’s seat, you had this guy who had lost control of his emotions and couldn’t handle it and was overwhelmed with it; but on the other side you had my father, who somehow, was calm, collected and poised during the middle of this. It was like he was going to the gas station or something. He remained confidence in the middle of all of that, and those two images became a metaphor for the way I live my life. In this respect, I teeter back and forth, sometimes between living my life in that driver’s seat, when a crazy, stressful situation comes my way, I address it out of my fears and I lose control of things. Then, sometimes I’m able to swing back over to this side and somehow get a calm in the middle of a storm and find a confidence that God is still sovereign, that God is still with me and He will strengthen me in any situation that I’m placed in. I wonder where you would be in that story. This is bigger than the life-threatening situation, the question I’m asking. When a stressful or crazy of fearful situation comes your way, do you make decisions based out of fear or do you make decisions based out of faith?
I have been on 15 missions trips in my life. Everything from walking the dark alleys in Bangkok to help save girls coming out of the sex trade industry to building an orphanage in war-torn Uganda to being in the middle of political unrest in the poorest part of Ethiopia and helping save a grandmother’s life. I have experienced some incredible moments of adventure in my life, seeking God and going on missions for Him. But to get to the adventure, I had to overcome my fears. Fear is faith in reverse, isn’t it? Maybe fear for you today is not a physical thing, maybe it is losing control of a situation, or maybe, when you think about a mission, it’s spending 24 hours with someone I have never met in my life. Maybe fear for you is in the financial realm. Maybe it’s committing something; maybe it’s being bold and getting outside your comfort zone and jumping into the jet stream of God’s mission and calling on your life.

Let’s look at what the Scriptures say about fear though. II Timothy 1:7 says: We are not given a spirit of fear, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline. Jeremiah 46: Do not fear for I am with you. Isaiah 41: Do not fear, I will help you. Psalm 27:1: The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? We read in Ezekiel this week, and it said twice: Do not be afraid. God says fear is not yours and the antidote to fear is faith. Faith does not turn us inward. Faith is not just the consumption of God’s goodness, faith is not a dull set of beliefs. We have redefined faith to be this comfortable, dull, unobtrusive option in our life, but faith is the opposite, faith turns us outward. Faith is giving away and releasing the goodness of God into the lives around us. Faith has an edge to it. Faith defined in the Scriptures is a bold, aggressive, uncomfortable, obtrusive option in your life. Faith pushes you beyond fear.  When you overcome fear with faith, you step into something I call holy adrenaline, and you only know it if you’ve been in that situation before when you step into God’s goodness and his mission, you take it on and you 100% sold out to giving glory to his name. You experience this thing called holy adrenaline, living an adventurous life that God has made us all to live. We step into that. To follow Christ is to take on his mission.  Don’t say that you live in God’s embrace if you are not giving away God’s grace. We see Jesus in Luke 4, the very first public address he makes, in verses 18 and 19, here’s what He says
The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. (Notice the verbiage in this second part) He has sent me to proclaim release to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to send away those who have been oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
Notice the verbiage, it stuck out to me as I read it over and over this week – sent, released, proclaim, sent, proclaim, release. And here’s what’s strange and awkward to me, when we look at the church today, we see so many concerned with gathering and hearing, don’t we? As opposed to this biblical mandate that calls us to be a sent people, to go and provide release and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and his goodness and grace that is reaching out into our lives. The mission of God was not given so that we can veg-out in God’s blessing, it was given so that we can get on our horse and get out there and begin to proclaim his mercy, his gospel, his love to the people on the edges of society, to the marginalized, to the poor and to those in need and to those who know no hope.  The word ‘sent’ comes from the Latin word ‘missia’, which is the root word of our words missionary or mission, because we are a sent people. We have been sent by God to be missionaries and live our lives on mission. And when we do, we enter this zone of fearlessness, just as these examples in the interviews are going to show you. 
{video interviews}
Somebody said something to me the other day and I absolutely love it. He said, “A church that lives within the four walls ceases to become a church.” We have been sent by God to go out and live life on mission. When we do that, we step out into fearlessness. I love how Pastor Joel pointed that idea out and I love these stories! Aren’t these stories cool? Stories of people stepping in and stepping out and being part of seeing transformation. I love it. 
I've got a couple of quick questions for you. How many have a favorite season? Across all our locations, everybody yell out your favorite season! Pastor Joel just said, “Football!”  I can’t think of anything better than watching the Bears lose every season. Uh! I’m in trouble already. Well, my favorite season happens to be summertime. Maybe not 147 degrees but I love the sunshine and shorts and swimming and I love watching white people change different colors. It’s really cool. So when somebody invited me out to go to Great Falls and go white water kayaking, I’m all over that! I wish I could tell you that it went well, but it didn’t. In those two hours that I went down that water, I spent an hour and fifty seven minutes sucking down that brown-tinted Potomac water. I paid for that later! Then I realized that I learned that while I was flipping and seeing the world upside down for a little while, I realized that it happened to be because of a technical word called an eddy. An eddy is a convergence of water and currents and movements that cause you and your boat to destabilize. So what happens is, if you don’t keep paddling through and stay focus, fear kicks in and your instincts go into ‘I’m not going to paddle anymore’ and you flip 67 times. 

So I call this the meeting of the waters and I would argue that, just like my kayaking experience, the global church today sits at the confluence of two very, very powerful extremes. The one is the past era, when the Christian church around the world relied upon dedicated Christians from North America or Europe. The path was very linear, and those foreigners stayed for extended periods of time. I’m talking stories of missionaries who would actually purchase their coffins here and when they went abroad, they would just expect to live and die there. That’s the kind of passionate people who lived in this time, these missionaries. We think about people like David Livingston, a 19th Century African physician; we think about Hudson Taylor and Jim Elliot and Mother Teresa, these types of people.
The second stream represents the globalizing world with its changes that are spreading immediately. It is characterized by conditions almost entirely from those the church faced in past eras. Differences such as communications and political forces and national and ethnic identities, conflicts, technologies, economics, anything you can name. It’s a complex world and in addition to that, we have a whole bunch of actors getting involved. So people from all over the world are involved with new-found voices of credibility and urgency.

Two years ago, Pastor Joel had this crazy idea to tithe ten percent of our church to go on mission trips. It was crazy. We’d been on two trips in the past, then we say we’re going to go on ten trips. It was so cool to see NCC a few years ago step up and get into this movement of mission. Last year we did ten trips in ten months, and we did ten local trips on second Saturdays. It’s so cool to see what we did. We went to Palestinian refugee camps; we went and participated with pastors in Spain; some of the Spain team actually participated in the World Cup victory. Can you imagine Pastor Chris hanging out with a bunch of inebriated Spaniards? We hung out with kids in Bolivia and all these things and there was this wave of excitement and energy. Then we think about here locally, 700 NCCers participated in the local missions. Half the church! How neat! So as we begin to think about this and this growth of the missional community that we continue to grow and develop, which I believe is going to be the catalyst to living a life of fearlessness, the question that we have to ask ourselves is how do we remain relevant and faithful in the midst of the complicated fluid world that we live in as we continue to share the gospel with different people in different cultures in effective ways? So I thought what we would do is go to the Scriptures on this. We are going to go to Luke 4: 18-20.  I’m going to set up the scene here. Pastor Joel had mentioned this a little bit earlier, but Jesus is now 30 and He is about to enter into his ministry and He is about to have his first press conference. We know very little of Jesus’ childhood other than we know that he grew up in a small town in Nazareth and he was a builder, and in addition to that, he joined nightly discussions of the law with what was known as the Habareens. It’s a Hebrew word that translates to friends. A very, very devout and passionate group of Jews who would get together and discuss the Torah and they would discuss the law and how it translated into their everyday lives. So Jesus walks up and they open up the scroll at Isaiah 61 and this is what He reads
18The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
      because he has anointed me 
      to preach good news to the poor. 
   He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
      and recovery of sight for the blind, 
   to release the oppressed, 
    19to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.

So far so good. This is a very popular passage in 1st Century Palestine because we think back 700 years ago when this passage was written, this was in Babylonian exile, very oppressed, so we go back to the time of Jesus and we think these people are tremendously oppressed by the Roman Empire. You get killed if you do not submit to the rule and the reign of Caesar. 80%-90% taxes on people and tremendous oppression, so they are tracking with this. He has their attention. This is where things get a little bit ugly/awesome. Verse 21

21and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."

Now I imagine the chiropractors worked overtime that night because they had some whiplash. What the heck just went down? The synagogue is off the hook tonight! What did He just say? He said 700 years of prophecy has just been fulfilled. This person that Isaiah is talking about, Jesus says, ‘That’s Me.’ So, we think about this moment, this inaugural address, people are coming up to him and walks up and reads the scroll then sits down in silence and they come up to him and He says, ‘I Am He, I Am the Way, the Truth, the Life, I Am the One who is going to reconcile all things to Myself. I Am this person.’ 

 There is so much more to this passage that I wish I could go into but I’m not. But the question is, if we think of an inaugural address, this moment where people are going to talk about their mission and their agenda, why does He choose Isaiah 61?  I think there are three components to this passage that are essential to this passage as we begin to image and continue to grow in being the hands and feet of Christ in this missional concept. Let’s go back to verse 18
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed me to preach the good news to the poor. 

As Pastor Joel pointed out, we see a proclamation of sending out. I’m not going to get into that too much because he just noted that. But take note that the recipients of the good news, first and foremost, are the poor. Now a robust understanding of Scripture is not going to limit it to just economic and political measurements. It’s not just about enough food in your stomach or a place to shelter. It has to do with our spiritual poverty. It has to do with meekness. It had to do with humility. 
I grew up going on missions trips and it was all about evangelism. We prepared for months, we’d do human videos, some of you know what I’m talking about, and some of you have no clue. Some of you conjure up images of Carman videos. Any Carman fans? It’s a safe space to admit that you like Carman videos, we’re just going to mock you incessantly. So, you want to image fear, image 16-year-old, pimpled-faced suburban kids dressed in really bad Bible costumes saying, ‘God’s got an army, not afraid to fight’ to a whole bunch of prisoners in a maximum security prison in El Salvador! I’m sitting there going is this the most important word we need to be telling these prisoners? We can mock this and laugh about this, but the reality is – that day about 20 hardened criminals came forward and accepted Jesus as their Savior. It had nothing to do with us, trust me, it was ugly that day, my friends. They were not coming forward because yours truly was dressed up as Lazarus. They came forward because of the power of the blood of Christ.  Of course we absolutely need to be culturally relevant. My wife and I were missionaries in Scotland for a few years, I understand that we need to be relevant when it comes to sharing the good news of Christ, but at the end of the day, there is nothing more powerful than the power of the blood to transform people’s lives. Spiritual transformation is number one.
Number two, we are going to fly here. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind. These references indicate that the good news includes a compassion for the sick and the sorrowful, a concern not just for the spiritual but for the physical well-being. All throughout Jesus’ ministry, He talks about physically healing people, the lame rise, blind people are able to see, and clearly Jesus cared about addressing poverty and disease and human brokenness in tangible ways. So, number two, physical transformation.

Number three, to release the oppressed and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. We see a radical commitment to social change or justice. Social change is number three. The illusion to prisoners and the oppressed would have certainly meant those living under the occupation, but on a broader sense, it probably included those that were victims of injustice, whether political, economical or social. This is really cool, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, this is such a cool reference back to the law in the Old Testament that says every 50 years, slaves are set free, debt is totally cancelled and land is given back to the original owners. This is food for thought but I believe this is God coming against the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer. That’s something to think about. I believe we are definitely in a day where it’s all about social change in the church. We get fired up about all of these things, but my challenge to you today is, if social change is what really drives you and what this is really all about for you, you’ve got a hole in your gospel. You’re missing it. Number three, social transformation, number one, spiritual, number two, physical.

Now, each of you received an A1:8 booklet, aren’t these nice? Each of you received you and many of you are already looking through it. We are so excited to talk about this. We are going to focus our efforts on several issues, issues that have a pulse and that together we are equipped to help address both here and abroad.  Instead of focusing on where we’re going to go this year, we are going to focus a little bit more on what we are going to be doing. These are the places that our skills, experience, resources and our collective heartbeat meet. Peace building, economic empowerment, child advocacy, trafficking, housing, shelter, rehabilitation and HIV AIDS. And what you’ll notice is that these issues encompass a range of social, physical and spiritual transformative elements, and we are so excited to offer opportunities both local and abroad for you to participate in.  
Jesus is crucified, He is buried and he rises from the dead and He is sent into heaven and He says, “It is finished.”  He says, “I am going to give you the Spirit and you are going to be my witnesses in Judea and Jerusalem and Samaria and the ends of the earth. Go and tell people that I’ve reconciled all things to myself. Go tell people that I’m going to make things work.”  It begins, in Acts 2, Peter gives the most unseeker-friendly message you’ll ever hear. He says, “This Jesus whom you’ve crucified,” and they go, “Yes.” So they began to get saved and about 3,000 get baptized that day and it continues to move and about 5,000 and then from there, it builds and builds and men and women are getting saved by the hundreds and people are getting reconciled to God by the blood of Jesus. Then all of a sudden, it changes. The story of Cornelius, a Gentile, and Peter in a dream comes to this Gentile and he preaches the good news to him and all of a sudden, this Gentile gets saved. And Peter is like, ‘What do I do with this? We’ve never had a Gentile get saved before?’  The Jerusalem church debated over whether he gets saved or not. Church back then was so different. They say, ‘Yes, this guy is saved,’ and then it just blows up.  In 42, Mark goes to Egypt. In 51, Paul heads to Greece. In 52, the apostle Thomas heads to India. In 54 Paul heads out on his third and final trip. In 174, the first Christians report in in Austria. In 313, Roman Emperor Constantine converts to Christianity, the very empire that crucified its Messiah. 351, 53% of the Roman Empire claimed Christ as their Lord. 432, Patrick heads to Ireland, we celebrate this every year by getting smashed and painting our faces green. 596, Gregory the Great send Augustine and a team of missionaries to what is now England to reintroduce the gospel. The missionaries settle in Canterbury and begin to baptize 10,000 in the first year. In 900, missionaries reached Norway. In 1498, the first Christians are reported in Kenya. In 1554, 1,500 converts are reported in what is now Thailand. In 1789, the Jesuits established Georgetown University in present day Washington D.C.  As a continent from 1900 to 2,000, Africa has grown from an estimated 9% to 48%. Listen to this, 30,000 are added to the church daily in Africa, an estimated 10 million a year.

In 1980, Dr. [?] moves back to Ethiopia and sees an explosion in the Christian church there; 30,000 people crowding into every nook and cranny of this tin building. From 1980 to the year 2,000, we see in Latin America that the Christian movement goes from 50 million people to 137 million people. In 1992 to the year 2,000 in China, we see over 25 million people added to church despite increased suffering in the land of China. In the 1900s, we look back to South Korea and we see that it was a Buddhist nation. In 2000, we see the stats show that over 50% of South Korea are Christian. In the last 20 years, 30% of the population has converted to Christianity. There’s a church that is over 800,000 people, 25,000 small groups. They need a Heather that is really good at her job! 10,000 missionaries have been sent out from that church to other nations. 1996, Mark Batterson shows up and takes a core group of 19 people and starts National Community Church. 1997, NCC gives its first check to missions for $50. 2001, NCC takes its first trip abroad to Jamaica with 7 people. 2005, Jim Larson uproots his family and moves over to Bangkok, Thailand and begins a ministry reaching out to girls coming out of the sex trade industry. 2010, August 15, in a couple of hours, Cory Whitman, our Ballston hospitality member has decided to move and go on mission and use her giftings in Agriculture to help girls coming out of the sex trade industry to find a job and means to support themselves. 2009 to 2010, National Community Church gives $529,000 to missions. We send 127 people abroad to be involved in short-term missions. We invest over 700 people in projects and missions around this city. God is on the move! God is moving among us! His purposes will prevail. Over thousands of years, we have seen the move of God, and guess what? We get to be part of it! We get to enter into the mission that He has created for all of us. Let me tell you something, we cannot expect the explosion of God to happen in revival in this city, in our nation, in our world, until there is an explosion of the Holy Spirit within our hearts. Mission is not about us doing something for God, it is about what He is doing for those around us, and then jumping in and being part of it, going on the adventure that He has put before us and given up the opportunity to be part of. The same Holy Spirit that started back at the beginning of this thing and empowered and commissioned Jesus into his ministry; the same Holy Spirit that commissioned the twelve disciples two by two; the same Holy Spirit that fell at Pentecost upon the church and made them ready to go; the same Spirit who anoints Pastor Mark, the same Spirit is here today in this place ready to anoint and commission us. If we take a tip out, if we put our toe in the waters of adventure and holy adrenaline that He has placed in front of us, today is a scary word, isn’t it? It calls us into action. Yesterday way awesome, but wait until tomorrow, it will be incredible, but today brings us to a point of accountability and it terrifies us, but today, we are called to step in to the mission that God has laid in front of us, like Dave just shared.  Verse 21 of Chapter 4
Today, this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. 

There is responsibility when you are confronted with mission and that is to act upon it, today. 

I want to pray a simple prayer of commissioning over every one of us to step in to this idea of living fearlessly and engaging missions. Let me refer you back once more to the booklet you got on the way in. I’m going to make it simple, how can you respond today? You can look through that book and on the very last page, you will see an opportunity to write your information in there and then you can tear that page out and we’ll have the ushers come in a few moments and you can drop it as part of your offering today.

Let me say one more thing. Every page in perforated. There is a reason for that. As you prayerfully go through this booklet, maybe God grabs your heart for a certain issue. Rip that page out and put it in your wallet or on your frig or in the bathroom or in your workplace, but prayerfully act upon what God is doing in your heart. Our heart this year was to challenge us into a place of fearlessness, of adventure, but something went hand in hand with that and that was this phrase – no excuses. So we took this booklet and asked how we could give no excuses to anyone to engage in mission. We did our best. Look at Page 2, rehabilitation. Let me go through one of these and give an example. Ten years ago, we took our first mission trip to Jamaica. We went to help build a Christ-centered drug rehabilitation center. We met a guy named Anthony Richards. This January, I’m going to lead a trip back to Jamaica and we are going to work with that same Team Challenge center. We are going to go to see Anthony Richards, who was in the program back then and is now 11 years drug free and he is serving God and he is president of Team Challenge. We are going to go back! What an awesome opportunity! You say you can’t do it? You keep going on that page and you’ll see next that we have second Saturday. This weekend, I went over to the youth correctional facility and I played ball with 15 guys who had no interest in what I had to say until I hit a three-pointer in one of their faces. C’mon!  I had a good time with these guys. I am one of the only visitors that those kids will have in their time in prison. That’s sad. Luke 4 is us going in and setting free the captive. It is making the Scripture come alive in the world we live in. I agree with Dave’s commentary, the idea that we understand that we are not a social organization but what we are is a church, a movement of people passionate about the things Jesus is passionate about, and we are going to aggressively and boldly go into that place. 

Here’s how it is practical – every single time that I’ve been over to the youth correctional facility, I have shared the gospel of Jesus Christ. I have shared his truth and love with guys that I meet, including a guy named Ronnie Smith, who I pray for every week, who just got out and is in a group home with now. You say, ‘I don’t even play basketball, I like your story but I can’t do that.’  Well, we’ve got a group of girls that go every week and just hang out. We’ve got in-service ministry. We’ve got the homeless ministry that meets on Sunday morning. You’re a lawyer, we’ve got Christian legal aid. There are countless opportunities to take away every excuse to engage in mission. Why? Because we believe that the mission of God takes us back into the image of God. When you act like God, you find yourself back in his image and reconnecting with who He has made you to be.
I always tell people, show me your checkbook, the way you spend your finances, and show me your calendar, the way you spend your time and your resources and that will show me what kind of authenticity there is to your faith. That’s the truth. If you have vision without action, that’s called hypocrisy.  If you have action without vision, that’s called aimlessness. But when vision is attached to action, it leads you into a place of fearlessness. And when you live a fearless life in God, sin can’t hold and Satan can’t stop you and fear has no place in you. So let’s step out and let’s step in to what God is doing in our hearts and in his mission and in his kingdom that He has laid in front of us. Let me pray for us a prayer of commissioning today. Bow with me.

God I come before You right now thankful for the mission You have allowed us to be part of. I pray that You would commission every person in every seat hearing this word. This is bigger than our thoughts, Lord, this is about your thoughts and your word and your calling in our life. I pray today that fear would be released and that apprehension would be thrown to the side and that You would give us the strength in our spirit to act for your Spirit. We pray today that You would replace fear with faith; that we can confidently step forward into the mission that You have called every one of us. We pray these things in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

