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Welcome! Welcome to everybody at all of our locations! What a joy! Can you believe we get to do this? We get to come together and worship God and there is this wonderful synergy when we do that. I love my spiritual family, so it is such a joy to be together this weekend. If you are a guest, we want to say a special welcome. We are thrilled that you are here and I believe God is going to speak to you this weekend.

We continue our ‘Legends’ series and you can turn to the book of Nehemiah. Let me give you just a brief historical backdrop then we will jump right in and go for it.

In 556 B.C. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon invaded Jerusalem and captured the city, essentially destroyed it and took many of the Jews back to Babylon as captives. We read about some of them and talked about some of them last weekend. A couple of guys named Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego, and of course the Jewish people were in captivity. Then about 50 years later, 516 B.C. someone named Zerubbabel led the first remnant back to Jerusalem to begin rebuilding the temple. So many years after the destruction of the city and the rebuilding of the temple, the wall of Jerusalem was in ruins. You will understand the significance of that in just a moment, but that’s where a Jewish cup-bearer named Nehemiah has a vision. We pick it up there in Chapter 1
In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. 

 3 They said to me, "Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire." 

So the mental picture is this destroyed wall, gates burned, city in ruins.

 4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. (verse 10) I was cupbearer to the king.

So the wall of Jerusalem is in disrepair. The significance of that is this: in the ancient world, a city wall was the first and last line of defense. In a sense, no wall is like no real city. There was no defense against your enemies. When David conquered Jerusalem about 500 years before this, the city of was 15 acres. Archeologists believed that a wall was already there, that a wall had been there 800 years before that and it was about 10 feet thick. Then Solomon doubled the size of the city, doubling the size of the wall. By the time of Nehemiah, the circumference of the wall was about 90 acres or 1.5 miles. Then Hezekiah fortified the city by thickening the wall and in some places, the wall was 23 feet wide and 23 feet high. All of that to say this, this is no small problem and there is no easy solution. So the fact that Nehemiah has this vision, can you see that this is way beyond his ability. This is a God-sized vision.
Here’s what I love about this story – it could have read, ‘When I heard these things, I forgot about them and went about my business.’ Then it probably wouldn’t be in the Bible. Or it could’ve said, ‘When I heard these things, I wondered why my brother and his companions hadn’t done anything about it. They were there.’ But that isn’t what it says. It says that Nehemiah sat down and wept. He took personal ownership of the problem. What would happen if we did that? What would happen if we lived our lives in a way that if God would break our hearts for certain needs? Or we would get a God-ordained passion for something around us?  What would happen if all of us took personal responsibility for those things? Would we not turn this city upside down? I have no doubt that we would, but here’s the key, so many of us, when God conceives one of those holy desires within us, in far too many instances, we allow it to miscarry. That God-ordained passion or vision never comes to full term and we never do anything about it. And I believe that’s why so many of us struggle with high levels of spiritual dissatisfaction, because we haven't really owned those things that God wants us to do something about. 
Here’s what I want you to see this weekend. I want to speak encouragement into your life. Every vision always starts as a single-celled desire or a single-celled passion. There is a moment when the Spirit of God conceives something in your spirit. That’s all it takes. 
This week, I spent three long days shooting a DVD for Primal that will be released in November. I was working with the film crew; we got started around 5:30 every morning and on Friday we ended at 6:00 p.m. It was an exhausting three days. We were going all around the city shooting some different things for that. But we ended up on Friday at Central Union Mission. What a place! I’ve got to say thanks to Sarah Spindler, who is an NCCer who has worked there for several years and she said we could come and shoot a segment there and they were gracious enough to let us get in their kitchen and I washed a few dishes and made a bed, but what was great about it was that it really exposed me to one of the most amazing ministries in our cities. It was opened in 1884, so about 125 years of serving food to those who are hungry and providing housing to those who are homeless. I think it’s somewhere around 300 or 500 meals a day. They are making a difference in the heart of our city. Here is what I found out, in 1884, there was a young man named Latham Douglas. He used to walk Pennsylvania Avenue and he noticed all the homeless men who would walk that street. Back in that day, many of them were Civil War Veterans. He could have just gone about his business, but he took personal ownership of it. I don’t know all the details, but it was Latham Douglas who started that Central Union Mission. Can you calculate how much ministry has emanated from Central Union Mission over the last 125 years? There is no way to calculate the eternal significance of what has happened through that single ministry. But it started with one guy. He must have been walking the street and instead of just walking by, maybe he engaged in a conversation or got to know someone’s story and his heart began to break for the needs that were around him and he did something about it.  The good news is that’s all it takes. Don’t tell me there’s not a Latham Douglas here. Anyone of us can make that kind of difference. Let’s not ignore the needs that are around us and let’s take responsibility for them.

How do we do that? What I love about Nehemiah’s response is that he sat down and he wept. So there was an emotional moment where something broke his heart, but then what does he do? He begins to fast, he begins to pray, and it is in that context that we allow the passions that God has conceived within us to begin to mature within us. Here’s a way of thinking about it, and this is just a practical observation. I’m not going to point to chapter and verse but don’t tell me it’s not biblical. The more you pray, the more you dream. No one can argue with me about that. Or maybe the less you pray, the less you dream. I have found in my experience that when I begin to pray, what happens is my dreams, it’s almost like an incubator for the dreams that God has put in us. So I think as Nehemiah begins to pray about this need, this passion, this dream begins to grow within him.
Then there comes a moment where you have to do something, right? I think there comes a moment where you pray about it, then at some point, that dream has to be catalyzed by an action. It doesn’t have to be something huge. All I know is my story so let me share part of my story.

You know that for many years, I had this passion to write but for the better part of 13 years, it was an unfulfilled calling. Here was the one action that I believed catalyzed that calling. I called a friend who pastored a church in the D.C. area and I had met him once or twice and I knew he had written a book, and I said, ‘Hey, can we grab lunch?’ So, one day I drove out into Maryland and there was this little Salvadorian restaurant that he liked and we sat down to lunch and I just peppered him with questions and we talked about writing. It was two weeks later that he was speaking at a conference and he met a book agent. I don’t know why he thought of me, but he said to this agent, ‘I have a friend who pastors a church in D.C. and I think you two need to meet each other.’  Long story short, he became my agent and he pitched the first book I wrote to publishers and that led to a four-book contract and has become the fulfillment of the beginning of this dream. It was one action. It was one little conversation that really changed the trajectory. So what I want to speak again is that encouragement that may be one conversation, it might be one little thing. So my question is – what step is God calling you to take? What is the one little thing you can do? Here is the deal, you’ve got to do what you do so that God can do what God does, right? There comes a moment when you need to stop praying about it and do something about it. You’ve got to do what you do so that God can do what He does. It comes down to our core value: pray like it depends on God, work like it depends on you. If you do those two things, you never know what’s going to happen.
Nehemiah, one conversation is what changes the course of history and it’s what I love about this story. It doesn’t hurt that the conversation happened to be with a king. See, if he has this conversation with someone else, if he is cupbearer to someone other than the king, the story doesn’t play out the same way. But I believe God is in the networking business. I believe that God is in the business of making sure we meet who we need to meet when we need to meet them. You’ve all heard that it is not what you know but who you know, right? How cool is this – God knows everybody! And He orders your footsteps? If you are in Christ, if you are living in obedience, He sure is, and He is going to make sure you meet the right people at the right time. He is going to set up those divine appointments. That’s what He does with Nehemiah.
Nehemiah is the least likely candidate for this job. Generally you would look in the construction industry to get someone to rebuild a wall. But no, let’s get a waiter! Really! This is a terrible idea, but it’s almost like the story of David and Goliath. David is not even in the army, he is a shepherd who has a compensatory skill called the slingshot, let’s use him to change the course of history. I love that God choses a cupbearer. The job search for me would have been limited to the Jerusalem area, but God looked 900 miles away at a cupbearer because He knows that one relationship can change everything. Here’s the bottom line, Nehemiah prayed in Nehemiah 1:10: give your servant success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man. God answers this prayer. Nehemiah prayed for favor and God grants him favor. We are going to see that in just a moment.

Can I suggest that we are in a season of favor? On one level, I believe it is the time of God’s favor, in a very general sense, that as a child of God, the favor of God is our birthright. Say Amen. It is our birthright. The thing that sets up apart is the favor of God. But I think there are also unique moments where the favor is so intensified and so unmistakable that it’s like Wow! And it sure seems like we are in one of those seasons as a church. I think one of the ways it has manifested itself is through a little contract on a piece of property I told you about a month ago.
I want to share a little bit of an update and tell you where we are headed, but before we do that, let me make an observation. The favor of God, I believe, complicates our lives, but please grasp this distinction. Sin will complicate your life in unholy ways. You know what I’m talking about? Sin will complicate your life in unholy ways. But the favor of God will complicate your life in holy ways. It will complicate your life, I promise you. When I got married, it complicated my life. Thank God for complications. We have three little complications named Parker, Summer and Josiah. Thank God for those complications. I’ve heard that the more money you make, your taxes get more complicated. Oh Lord, complicate our lives! That’s just the way it is. The favor of God will complicate our lives. I want to ask this question – are you willing for your life to be complicated? If you aren’t, then you are not allowing God to use you in the way He wants to. Let me get personal because I think this is something where you need to count the cost. Nehemiah counts the cost. I think there have been moments in my life where I’ve had to count the cost and one of them was, we used to be one church with one service in one location. Then we started adding services at different times; then we launched additional locations. We are at five, about to be six.  What that has done is it has given all of us more options but it has particularly complicated my life just a little bit. I would be lying to you if there weren’t moments where I needed to personally count the cost. Saturday night, Sunday morning, Sunday night is getting more complicated and I really believe that there comes a moment where you can inhibit the moving of the Holy Spirit if you aren’t willing to count the cost and say, ‘God, I’m willing for my life to be complicated.’ I say that in a very delicate fashion. I hope you take that the right way. I think it’s a cost our staff has had to count. I think it’s a cost all of us have had to count. It is complicated the way we do church, but I believe that it is a holy complication. I believe it is what the Lord called us to do.

What does that have to do with Nehemiah? Well you tell me. Do you think it would be a little bit easier for him to just keep his job, the perks of the palace, he is set, that’s about as good as it’s going to get. He has got the perks of the palace, a great position, and he knows if he goes after this vision, it is going to complicate his life. Some of us have a vision from God but we want that vision to be fulfilled in an uncomplicated way. But what I’m here to say to you, in what I hope is a prophetic fashion, is that it is not going to work that way. You cannot have it both ways. It will complicate your life, and if you aren’t willing for your life to be complicated, then you will inhibit what it is that God wants to do.
Nehemiah counted the cost. How do we know that? Read the text. He already knows what he needs to get the job done before he has this conversation with the king. I love this, when the king pops the question, ‘What are you requesting?’  This is funny to me, maybe you have to read the whole thing to get the context, but he has an immediate answer. He immediately tells the king what he needs. He doesn’t pretend like he doesn’t know. Have you ever had one of those conversations? ‘Let me just hesitate for a moment so that they don’t think I’ve been thinking about this.’ You know what I’m saying. But Nehemiah says, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given to me to the governors of the province beyond the river that they let me pass through until I come to Judah.” The king asks what he needs and Nehemiah immediately tells him. So he has already thought about the route. He has done his geographical and political research, he knows who he needs letters from. In other words, he has already gotten his passport and visa for Jerusalem. He is already prepared to take that next step. Not only that, he has already thought about the resources he will need. He doesn’t stop there. Here’s what he says, “And a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king’s forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the temple.”  Do you love that as much as I do? Here’s what that tells me – he has already rebuilt the wall in his mind. He knows what he needs to get it done. Then he asks for that favor. Why? Because he knows he has the favor of God.
Listen, it comes down to the favor of God. It is God doing for us what we cannot do for ourselves.

Let me give you a little update on this piece of property Virginia Avenue. It was originally listed for $5.5 million. We have a contract on it for $3.5 million. I’ve already talked about how strategic it is in terms of location. I honestly believe that we got the last piece of property that was sizable and developable. A piece of property that we could actually build something on to our specifications based on whatever vision God gives to us. It was a $3 million miracle that put us in a position to pursue it. If you are new to NCC, that’s news to you. Last year, a $3 million gift was given that put us in a position to even be looking. Without that gift, we don’t even engage a realtor to begin the process of looking at property. Two weeks ago, I had dinner with the folks who gave that gift, because I wanted them to see the property and stand on it. It was a holy moment. We stood there and we prayed on that property and thanked God for his provisions, the financial provisions and the miracle it took for us to get the contract on that piece of property. We went out to dinner afterwards and talked about it and dreamed a little bit, even dreamed about some of the adjacent properties. To make a long story short, I don’t know how to share this, because I don’t know how to share this, but during the course of that dinner, a $500,000 check was written and passed across the table. My friends, can we praise God that we are about to buy a piece of property and we have $3.5 million to do it!  I think in that moment, I felt a little of what Nehemiah must have felt. Can you imagine how overwhelming this vision was to him? ‘I’m a cupbearer, Lord, I’m a cupbearer, why would You give me this dream or this passion? I can’t do this. I’m not qualified to do this.’  So there had to be overwhelming moments. But I want to tell you that when God gives you a vision, He makes pro-vision. He makes provision for it. He did it a couple thousand years ago. God said, ‘Nehemiah, you are the right person to do it, and I’m going to tell you why, because you know someone and I’m going to touch their heart and they are going to give you letters and they will put you in touch with the keeper of the forest who will give you timbers to rebuild the wall around my holy city.’  It doesn’t matter who you know, He knows everybody, and you never know how or when or where God is going to touch someone’s heart and make provisions for the vision.
Long story short, our feasibility studies will end in less than a month, and in less than a month, we will go to settlement. We believe, based on the miraculous provisions of these gifts, and the feasibility study has gone off without a hitch, and even the miraculous nature of being able to secure this piece of property, I want to tell you that I think we are on the verge of God complicating our lives even more. So, we are going to continue to launch locations. Number six in September at Potomac Yards; next year, Lord willing, numbers seven and eight; and I don’t know how many locations we’ll have by the time we build this. The bottom line is, I’m not here this weekend to cast a full vision of what this could be. This is a step by step journey. But we are thinking a coffeehouse that will take Ebenezers and give it another footprint; a performance space that would probably have some theaters and movie dimensions to it just because of who we are. Not just a place to be used once or twice a week, but something that would be another marketplace environment for us within the community. The opportunity to meet some of the needs of families with children’s space that’s not just used on a weekend but the potential for some Monday to Friday capacities. It’s two blocks from the entrance to the Navy yard. And space for not just current staff but also for future staff. So, in a sense, I believe what the Lord is doing is positioning us for the next ten or twenty or thirty years. It’s overwhelming but based on the miracles that have already happened, we will see another miracle. And that’s what it’s going to take and I believe all of us are going to have the opportunity to be part of that miracle.
Let me zoom back out. Where do we go from there? That should be the conclusion, right? I know your hearts are leaping like mine has been for the last couple of weeks, praising the Lord for what He is doing. But let’s keep unpacking this story. 

Chapter 2:11
11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during the night with a few men. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem.

13 By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal [a] Well and the Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which had been destroyed by fire.

So Nehemiah takes a step of faith.  He has a conversation with the king, then it’s a 900 mile journey to Jerusalem. Just so we appreciate it, that would be one long day of driving for some of you, or maybe a couple-hour flight, in ancient terms, we’re talking about a four month journey full of danger and potential for disaster. So this is no small deal. What does he do? Late at night, he goes outside the wall and is beginning to examine them. Can I ask a question? How far are you willing to go? How far? 900 miles? 300 miles? 100 miles? Beyond the borders of our countries? I guess the question is – are there any limitations we’ve placed on God?  Here’s what I believe, I’m not here to scare anybody because I believe God gives us the desires of our hearts. He conceives those desires within us and then places that we never thought we would want to go become places we want to go because that’s where the Lord is calling us. So I’m not here to scare anybody, I’m just saying, are there any mental limitations that you’ve placed on God? Boundaries that God can come this far but no further. Or you are willing to go this far but not further? This is where it makes us or breaks us. How far are you willing to go?

Let’s keep going.  Observation – Nehemiah did not build the wall of Jerusalem. He is the guy who gets the credit, right? He’s the guy who had a vision from God and rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem. No he didn’t. No way he could have done it. People did. I love how it starts in Chapter 3.

1 Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate.

I love this because here is the high priest, I’m visioning someone with very clean robes and is into cleanliness and doesn’t necessarily like to get his hands dirty. But I love this, that it is the high priest who sets the example and he rolls up his sleeves and begins to go to work on the Sheep Gate. As you read this chapter, you’ll see that there are lots of gates leading into the city. This one was located on the north wall and most likely, it led to a road to Jericho. The significance of it and its name derives from the fact that sacrificial sheep were brought into the city through this gate and those sheep were temple sacrifices. I think the significance of that is this – what I love as you read this chapter is just the natural motivation that Nehemiah taps into.
So, we’ve got the high priest, and they do the sacrifice thing with the sheep, so let’s let them work on the Sheep Gate. Then people began to work on parts of the wall that correspond to where they live. I don’t know whether you are really super-motivated or not for the larger good, but you at least want your part of the wall to be in good shape, right? So, I want everybody at NCC to be a wall-builder. I want all of us to find our place, but here’s the thing, let’s find the place where it taps into our natural or maybe or supernatural motivation. What are the gifts or passions that God has given to us? We need to discern those and then go to work on the wall. 
Let’s dig deeper. Malkijah son of Recab, have you ever heard his name? No one will name their kid Malkijah. He doesn’t get much press but he helped rebuild 500 yards of the wall, so it is a significant section of the wall. But it’s where he worked that was more significant. He repaired the Dung Gate and the Dung Wall.  You can put two and two together. This is the wall where refuse was taken out of the city. These are the toilet cleaners in ancient terms. I think that’s significant. This is a dirty job. This is the part of the wall that you don’t necessarily want because it stinks the whole time you’re working on it, literally. 

For what it’s worth, I like sharing factoids every once in a while that you don’t really need to know. Before the advent of automobiles at the end of the 20th Century, New York City had to deal with 4 million pounds of horse manure on a daily basis. That was there mode of transportation and that was their biggest issue. They had emissions issues back then too! What I’m saying is it’s no small matter that there is a lot of refuse that you’ve got to get out of the city and it’s coming out the Dung Gate. It’s a dirty job. I want to say this in a positive way. I think there are a lot of NCCers who don’t get a lot of recognition but they are the Malkijahs. They are the ones doing what others don’t want to do. So every weekend, things like plugging in cords in the early hours of the morning, or setting up those environments where our kids can learn about God, or putting out resources on the connection table or getting kegs of coffee or putting out hundreds of donuts, and they don’t get the recognition they deserve but I think this is a weekend where we need to express our thanks to all of you who are involved in all the ministries of National Community Church. Can we express our appreciation this morning?
Here’s what I love about this chapter – these are people who just did what they did. I don’t know how else to say this, they made it into the Bible, and that’s just awesome. The first time I made the newspaper was in 8th grade. Madison Junior High won the 8th grade basketball championship in Naperville, Illinois, and yours truly was on the cover of the Naperville Sun.  It was awesome! It was awesome making the Naperville Sun! It’s not the hugest circulation in the world, but in the 8th grade, I had arrived. The only down side is that they didn’t get my name right. It was Mike Batterson and I kid you not, friends for years have called me Mike. I never lived it down. So, I get all excited about making the newspaper, but what about making the Bible!  How cool is that? Don’t miss this, Eliashib, Zaccur, Meremoth, Meshullam, Uzzie, lots of names that are difficult to pronounce but they are in the Bible. How many names are listed in this chapter? I think it would be cool, ‘Hi I’m Zaccur, I’m in the Bible.’  I this is significant, please hear me, not a single person working on this wall went unnoticed or unnamed. So you’ve got Shallum, he controlled half of Jerusalem, but you also have Hananiah, a perfumer. I don’t know how much of the wall he did, but enough to get his name in the Bible. 

At the end of the day, 41 work details worked on this wall. It took 52 days. Why? Because it says in Nehemiah 4:6 that the people had a mind to work. I pray that National Community Church would have a mind to work. That we have a mind to go after this thing, because here’s the bottom line – Curtis Parks is an amazing pastor-rapper, as you know from last weekend, but he can’t rebuild a wall, he can’t launch a location. That’s going to take a launch team, meeting on Monday nights in August at Ebenezers at 6:30. That’s what it is going to take. It is going to take a team, a work detail to get the job done.  I love each of our ministries but it takes a team effort to get the job done.
So, here’s the simple, practical application this weekend. We want everybody to be a wall builder. How do I do that? There are lots of gates into ministry. You’ve got the worship gate. We are going to need to field six bands here very shortly. We need all musicians on deck. We need everybody stepping up to be part of that. You need to walk through that worship gate. For some of you, it might be the hospitality gate. That’s the front gate. Do you love people? Do you generally love people and are nice to people and you love NCC? Then you need to be at that hospitality gate welcoming people as they come into this church. For some, it’s a real little gate, the smallest gate, the one our kids walk through, and that’s the gate you need to walk through and be a part of that ministry. For some of you, it’s not inside the city, it’s outside the city in our homeless outreach. It’s going outside our walls and being part of reaching those with a meal and a loving conversation. That can make all the difference in their lives and you need to be part of that ministry. For some, it is the prayer ministry. In a sense, that’s the watchtower that would be at different places around this wall. It’s that elevated place where you are looking inside and outside and praying. I don’t know what gate you need to walk through, but it’s as simple as this – you have a Connections Card in your bulletin. If you’ve been around here for a while but you’re wondering how to get involved. I challenge you to step up and step in. Take out that card right now and fill it out.

I’m going to close with this story because I love it, and since I’m preaching, I get to determine what I want to share. Pastor Joel is our Campus Pastor out at Ballston and this weekend, he married a couple that met at NCC. I love that! There are few things I love as much as when people meet here. So, Pastor Joel was telling me about it and I want to share it in closing.  Greg gave me permission to share it. 
Lora and I both serve as volunteers in ministry at National Community Church at Ballston. I’ve been drumming on the worship team since October 2003 and Lora serves on hospitality. On any given Sunday morning before service, all that days ministries volunteers, worship team, prayer team, hospitality, production, they come together for a brief prayer circle. One Sunday in January 2009, I noticed Lora as we gathered for the prayer circle and immediately developed a crush. In fact, I stomped on my friend and groomsman’s John’s foot and whispered, ‘Hey, who is she?’ He also didn’t know, but I knew I had to find out, from that moment I noticed her, I felt like the coyote in the Road Runner cartoon, like a 5,000 pound Acme anvil had dropped on my head.  The interesting part if that Lora had been attending NCC for over a year and had been serving on hospitality for six months before that January day. Anyway, that day, I found Lora cleaning up after service lifting a box into a storage crate. She looked perfectly capable but I seized the moment to display my chivalry and assist her as a way to break the ice and introduce myself. I found her after church the following Sunday and spoke with her briefly, each time for information gathering. I was sure I was being aloof and cool in a Brad Pitt sort of way. I would later learn that she knew what I was up to the whole time and I was even known as her church admirer. In mid-February, I decided that I had to ask her out the next time I saw her. She could say yes or she could say no but I had to know either way and naturally, I didn’t see her the next two Sundays. Finally, I saw her after church once more and worked up the nerve and directly asked her out on a date. She agreed to attend a Washington Capitals game, but there next game wasn’t until two weeks away! So I called her mid-week and invited her to brunch on Saturday, March 21, 2009.  I called her the night before to confirm details and became so nervous that I tripped over my words and had trouble making coherent sentences. We met the next morning and I had thankfully recovered my command of the English language. We enjoyed a wonderful first date and launched our beautiful relationship. 
Here’s what I’m trying to say – if you volunteer for a ministry (ha ha!) you will meet the person of your dreams and you will start dating and fall in love and you’ll be married within 18 months! Sorry, I cannot guarantee that, but you might!  Because your future spouse has already volunteered for a ministry!  Lord, forgive me! 

Listen, we’ve got a big dream around here, 20/20 Vision, thank God for where we’ve come and where we are going. I can’t do it, our staff can’t do it, our campus pastors can’t do it, ministry leaders can’t do it, small group leaders can’t do it, it takes all hands on deck. If we come together, all of us, and we start building that well, you better look out! God is going to do some amazing things.

Let me close on this note. Tomorrow, I begin an August sabbatical. Our stewardship team, after 14 years of serving NCC, was kind enough to say, ‘Mark, you take a month and rest a little bit and kick back a little bit and allow God to do in your heart whatever He wants and needs to do.’ And I’m going to be honest, I’m loving things right now and it’s hard to check out, but in the context of Nehemiah, I think it’s a month for me to get outside the wall and once again reevaluate, and praise God for the past 14 years, and over the next 14 years, what is the Lord doing? What is He calling us to do? I would covet your prayers. I need them. Things are good and I’m so excited about the future. I can’t wait to be back in the pulpit in September and see where the Lord is going to take us. By that date, Lord willing, we should own a piece of property and we’ll start dreaming about what’s next. God will continue to complicate our lives. I’m so excited about where this is going and where God is taking us. Let me say thank you for being part of National Community Church. God has called you here. You are here for a reason and it’s to be a part of this dream that God has called us to. We are just one church as part of this thing called the kingdom of God. He has given us a vision and we are going to go after it and I think together, God is going to do some amazing things. So let’s commit all of this to the Lord. 

Father, thank You. We love You and we glorify your name. We praise You and thank You that You are in control. Oh God, if we were on the throne, if we were in control, we would be so in trouble, so forgive us for our attempts to sit on that throne and to run the universe. Lord, we take a step back and we acknowledge that You are sovereign O God, just like Nehemiah prayed a couple thousand years ago, O God You are sovereign. We invoke your favor on our lives personally and in our life as a congregation. We thank You for where we’ve come and we thank You for where we are headed. We thank You for the miracles that You’ve done and we thank You for the miracles yet to happen. We trust You and we love You and we thank You. May we each count the cost? How far are we willing to go? How much are we willing to sacrifice? Are we willing to allow You to complicate our lives? May the answer to those questions be yes? Lord, here I am, send me, use me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

