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 Hi, how are we doing this weekend? Good. It’s good to be back, I missed you last weekend. I’ll give you an update in a moment. We continue our ‘Sabotage’ series this weekend. We’ve talked about persecution and division and today we are going to talk about heresy. We’ll get to it in just a moment.  Welcome to everybody at all five of our locations. We are thrilled that you are here, whether you are an intern for the summer or a regular part of NCC. We are excited about where God is taking us and some of the things He is doing in our hearts. I’m excited about what the Lord wants to speak into our lives this weekend. Turn over to II Corinthians, the book that we read through this week, II Corinthians 13:5, we will get there in a moment.

This weekend, no song and dance, I’m not going to sing, no dance, I’m going to try to describe the gospel as clearly as I possibly can, because that’s the nature of the verse we’re looking at. And it’s probably the most important thing we believe and that we are as a church. I think sometimes the obvious, we assume it. Things like, how can I know I’m saved? We toss around language like that but what does that really mean? What am I saved from? What am I saved to? Today, if something happens and I find myself in the presence of God, what happens then? What do I say? What do I do? What does it mean to be a Christian? And I want to make sure we’ve got clarity on those issues because we can talk about 17 heresies and try to explain how they are wrong, but why don’t we talk about what is right and what we believe. That, I think, is the way that you come at heresy and that’s the way the early church came at it. 

So, II Corinthians 13:5 says this

Examine yourself to see whether you are in the faith.

Paul has written this amazing letter to the Corinthians, some of my favorite verses in the Bible are in this chapter and some of them, oh the timing this week. How many of you know the Bible is right on time? I was reading some of these verses and it was exactly what I needed to hear. There was one chapter this week about do not lose heart, it’s in there twice. It was just a day where I needed that. And other verses that are so encouraging and are cornerstones of what we believe. So the whole letter is this amazing letter, but you get to the very end of it and it is almost like Paul says, ‘Listen, I want to make sure this isn’t a letter that you just read or heard, examine yourself, it’s time to personalize it, it’s time to own it, make sure to see whether you are in the faith, test yourself.’

So that’s what we are going to do this weekend. Some of you just finished final exams and maybe there are a few schools still in sessions with final exams, so we are in the season for final exams, and in that spirit we are going to do a little bit of spiritual examination this weekend.

Before I jump in, I probably owe you a little debrief on what happened last weekend because I had referenced that last weekend, my daughter, Summer, and I were competing the in ‘Escape from Alcatraz Swim’ swimming from Alcatraz Island to San Francisco. We had trained for several months and let me tell you why I was doing this. It’s really in the spirit of this verse where it says test yourself, I wanted to test our physical limits and see what we were capable of, and really what I wanted to do as a father was show my daughter what she is capable of and that she is in fact capable of more than she really thought she was. So, the idea was to go, and I think of all my life goals, probably this one was going to be the greatest physical challenge. There was definitely a fear factor involved with it, so we were testing ourselves. I’m here so I obviously didn’t die! Sunday morning, we got up and went down to the Aquatic Park and got registered, then march with about a thousand swimmers from Aquatic Park to Pier 33 and got on ferries that took us out to Alcatraz Island. It was very foggy that morning and we were in San Francisco, very foggy, we couldn’t even see the island until we almost hit it. So we are on the boat and I couldn’t even sleep the night before. The adrenaline was pumping like you wouldn’t believe because of nervous excitement, the cold water, and someone had told me the week before that you are actually supposed to carry a knife with you in case there are sharks.  That’s not true, but all they needed to do was say that to increase the adrenaline flow. I grew up playing sports and I understand what it is like to be in the locker room and come out and the adrenaline is pumping, so I don’t know what I’ve ever had a moment where I was more in the zone psychologically, emotionally. We trained for it, we are ready for it, we are going to get in this water, and it’s like 1,000 swimmers ready to go when as announcement came over the intercom saying that the race has been cancelled. I thought it was a joke, a really poorly timed bad joke that was going to get us all out of our zone, then I found out it wasn’t a joke. The fog was so bad. The Coast Guard was shutting off the shipping lanes and there was a very narrow window that you could pull off the swim, and I have to tell you that I experienced one of the greatest moments of disappointments in my life. It is really hard to put it into words. But a week later, I understand that there is really no eternal significance to me not being able to complete that swim, ok. I understand that, so don’t come up to me and say you’re sorry. It’s ok. I’m going to get back there and it will be even sweeter when we finally accomplish that goal. But to go from that psychological moment of being in the zone then to just this huge let down, it was really a profound moment. So, long story short, we weren’t able to test ourselves, but I’m proud of my daughter for getting on that boat. That in itself was a pretty big accomplishment and I hope we get back there to try it again someday. Sometimes you have to endure some of the disappointments and you can either stay down or you can get back up and it can steel your resolve a little bit. So that’s where I’ve been and thought you might be interested in that.  

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.

The Greek word for examine refers to purifying fires that would be placed under molten metal to essentially expose hidden defects. That is what the word references. Examine. And as this metal would liquefy and be heated a defect within it would begin to surface and then they could be scraped off and removed so that the substance itself could be purified. In a sense, that’s a picture of what the word ‘examine’ means, and in a very real sense, isn’t that what life is all about?  Every challenge we face, every circumstance, I think, is an opportunity for us to be refined spiritually. One nuance of this word ‘examine’ means to prove, and I would like to suggest that every circumstance is an opportunity to prove yourself to God, how much you love Him, how much you trust Him. Even when it doesn’t make sense, even when you are discouraged, it is an opportunity to prove yourself to God, and maybe, just maybe, God is doing a refining work in your life so that the true substance of who you are is being purified.

The word also means to test. A final exam, in a sense, but it is more than that. Really, in an academic sense, a test is really designed to gauge level of knowledge, to figure out how much information you have internalized. But this word is more three-dimensional than that. It has to do with the true nature or character of something. I don’t know about you but I’m not a huge fan of exams, physical exams. Anybody else? You love going to the doctor? I don’t love people sticking sticks in my mouth and saying, ‘Say ah.’  No! I don’t like it. I don’t enjoy the paper gowns that you have to wear!  And when they are taking your blood pressure, you’re thinking this is making my blood pressure go up because I’m getting very nervous. And turning my head to one side and coughing isn’t really my thing! I don’t enjoy exams. I don’t like them because there is this feeling that there’s a chance I’m going to get news I don’t want to hear. I might have to change my diet because my cholesterol is up. Exams are scary to us because there’s a little part of us that really doesn’t want to know if something is wrong. The problem with that is that the only alternative to that is ignorance. And if you ignore what is wrong, guess what? It gets worse! And that’s not just true physically, it is true spiritually.

A couple weeks ago, my dad went in for an exam, I’m glad he did, I was concerned about a sun spot on his nose, and the doctor took a biopsy and the news wasn’t good. He needs to go in for a four-hour procedure to remove that skin cancer. But here’s the thing, I can only imagine if my dad hadn’t gone in and had it examined. Then there would be big trouble because it begins to spread and get into the blood system and cause more problems. So, what’s true physically is true spiritually. Here’s what I’m driving at, I don’t think we live in a culture that really knows anything about self-examination. We are not really a culture that’s into that. I think we are a culture that we just watch reality TV. You know what I’m saying? Like, let’s just watch someone on TV lose weight. Or have weird challenges on an island or race around the world. It’s very interesting, we are a culture that loves our reality TV and in a sense, it’s almost like we live vicariously through other people. I don’t know but what there aren’t more people running around who know more about their favorite celebrities than they actually do about themselves, because in our culture, a lot of people are strangers to themselves, because they’ve never really figured out, like ‘I don’t know that I really want to see what’s in here, I don’t know that I really want to examine myself because there is this aversion to it, like going in for that physical exam, I know I should but I don’t really want to.’  I think we’ve lost the art of examining ourselves. I think what Paul is getting at here is you need to, because at the end of this letter, it’s not ok to just listen to it. Now you need to examine yourselves. Why? Because that’s how we begin to personalize the truth.

So how do we examine ourselves? I think that what I’m about to share is pretty important because I think you could learn something this weekend that could really become a spiritual practice that could make your life far more meaningful, if you will. How do we examine ourselves? There are several ways to do it. I think sitting in a counseling session, that’s a form of self-examination. Sometimes it is meditation, reflecting on yourself. Or prayer can be a way that God often begins to convict me because I see things I didn’t want to see, but it’s a form of self-examination. But I think that the primary form of self-examination is actually reading Scripture. We are reading through the Bible together. It’s called From Garden to City, and if you are new to NCC, I encourage you to go to the website, www.gardentocity.com and download the reading plan. There are daily blogs. Get into the current of what God is doing and begin to read the Bible. For your spiritual health, it is the single best thing that you can do on a daily basis. But what you might not realize is that reading the Bible is a form of examination.  What do I mean by that?  James 1 likens the Bible to a mirror. That is an interesting metaphor. In other words, as you read the Bible, it’s like ok, now I’m seeing some things in me. And it’s not just to reflect the sin in our lives, it is also to reflect the image of God in us. And you’ve got a couple of choices when it comes to self-image and how you see yourself. One is to just let the culture we live in be a mirror. Whatever is right or wrong or good or bad or important or not important, we mirror the culture we live in as our default setting. I think for some of us, we allow the opinions of the people in our lives to be mirrors, in a sense. The problem with that is that even well meaning people aren’t a perfect reflection of what you need to see in your life whereas the Bible is. Here’s a way of thinking about it. 

When I was a kid, I went to a restaurant called White Fence Farm. All they served was chicken and it was an hour wait every time we went. They knew there was always this long wait so they had this neat waiting deal where kids wouldn’t be all antsy, they would actually enjoy it. They had games and different things, but the thing I remember most were the crazy mirrors. You know what I’m talking about? The curved mirrors that you could stand in front of and they would totally distort you, make you real thin and tall or real short and fat or whatever. I think a lot of us, there are a lot of crazy mirrors in our lives. What I’m suggesting is, if you really want to see who you are and who God has destined you to be, then you’ve got to spend a lot of time looking in the mirror of Scripture. 

So when we read II Corinthians 3:18, it said we with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory and that we are being transformed in the likeness of Christ. Remember that? That single verse is a wonderful depiction of what God has destined for each one of us. He wants each one of us to be a better and better reflection of Jesus Christ. How does that happen? The primary vehicle is the Bible. Here’s what I want to say, jot this down, the more you read it, the more potential you have to reflect. So you’ve got to be reading the Word so you know what it is you should be reflecting.

Let me drill a little deeper. Hebrews 4:12 says

12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

The Bible isn’t just a mirror, in this passage it is more like an x-ray isn’t it, because it says it helps us discern the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  Now there again, we don’t always want those to be discerned. But with the Bible, we are in the MRI tube, if you will, and it gives us this internal picture of what’s going on in here. So, it is so important, when it says examine yourself, you can’t do that without the Bible. It is the primary mechanism whereby we examine ourselves. 

Just one little observation, I have some personal experience with sin. I don’t know if you know that, but I have found that the more I sin, the harder it is to read the Bible. Why is that? It is because we know it is going hurt. It is going to reveal the thoughts and attitudes of the heart and I don’t know if I want to hear that today. Can I tell you that the less you want to read it, the more you need to read it? If you start reading it, what will happen is, the spiritual tide will begin to turn and it will begin to help you remedy the sin that is already there. And here’s what it will do, the Bible is the best preventative medicine that I know. It is the greatest single deterrent to sin that I know. There is no substitute for it. So, if you want to live a life that is glorifying to God, want to overcome some of the sins you are struggling with, you have got to stay in the Word! It is your only hope! You’ve got to stay in that place where you are looking in the mirror and allowing God to continue to x-ray your soul. 

What I’m saying is that we need to examine ourselves and the Bible is the best way to do it. I think we need to examine lots of things, attitude, motive, that’s a tough one, and we need to examine our actions. But in the context of this verse, it is a theological examination, isn’t it? It says examine yourselves to see that you are in the faith. How do we do that? How do we know that we are in the faith and what exactly does that mean?  I think that this is where the conversation gets interesting because this is where, in a sense, we begin to talk about some heresy that began to creep into the church and that I think in some ways is still affecting us today. Now, there are a lot of heresies that sabotage the gospel, dozens of them. We are not going to talk about gnosticism or modalism or docetism or [?] but I paid a lot of money at seminary so I just wanted to share those with you.  But there are a couple of heresies that I think are still prevalent.  One of the very first heresies, and they all have these different names and it is usually named after whoever the heretic was, ebionitism was one of the first heresies, maybe the first, that began to challenge the early church on what it believed. The Ebionites basically denied the divinity of Christ. They believed that He was the Messiah but they didn’t believe He was God. They generally believed that He was a prophet. Is that still floating around any place? Jesus was a good person, a wise teacher, a miraculous teacher, an amazing prophet, but I just don’t know that I can cross the line to Son of God? Divine? I don’t know about that? See, now a whole lot has changed. It has adapted a little bit over the years, but that is certainly still a heresy that we still wrestle with. 

It is interesting because for every heresy, what you generally have is kind of a creed that the church comes up with to combat it, in a sense. So you have all these different heresies they are dealing with, and then over a number of years, really it was the Council of Nicea is 325 A.D. where the church formulated one of its earliest creeds. It’s even on Wikipedia, so you can go there and find that and look at it. It’s a very basic creed. Then you’ve got the reaffirmation of that creed in 381, the Council of Constantinople; 431 A.D. the Council of Ephesus; 451 A.D. the Council of Chalcedon. You have reaffirmation of this basic creed, but I’d like to take you all the way back. Would you like to know what the first creed was? I think that the consensus is that the first creed was only three words, which is fascinating to me given the volumes of theological tomes that I’ve studied in seminary and all the different varied beliefs, but the first creed really was believed to have been just three words. Those three words were this: Jesus is Lord. Now, you might have noticed in II Corinthians 4:25 there is a reference to that in Paul’s letter where he says, “We proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord.” It is an affirmation of this very first creed. Then I think it is interesting to read Romans 10:9-10. This is a passage with probably one of the clearest, simplest descriptions of what it means to be in the faith in the entire Bible. What you are going to see is that this creed is actually in this. Many of you probably know this verse:

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.

So what you see is an affirmation of a very simple creed – Jesus is Lord. Now, to fully appreciate that statement, I think you have to realize that this letter was written to the Romans, and did you know that in the Roman empire, a common greeting, like if you bump into someone and we say, ‘What’s up?’ in Rome you might say, ‘Caesar is Lord.’  It was a very common greeting in that culture. In fact, it was believed at this time that Caesar was divine. So what you have here, I love, is Paul is like, watch this, I’m going to take your common greeting, I’m going to steal it and redeem it and then use it. So it’s almost like, I’m going to dish on Caesar and affirm the divinity of Christ all at the same time. So he says, “Jesus is Lord.” And that’s one reason why Christians were viewed as a threat in that culture, because in some ways it was just a displacement of the authority of Caesar.

So, Jesus is Lord. We’ve circled back to this a number of times in the last few months, but I think it is worth repeating because this is right at the heart of things. Jesus did not claim to be a healer or a teacher or a prophet. Did He heal people? Yes. Did He teach? His parables – amazing! Was He prophetic? Absolutely. But He didn’t claim to be those things. He claimed to be the Son of God. He said, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life, no one comes unto the Father but by Me.”  And so what you have here is really true and false. There is no in between when it comes to the gospel. Either you believe He was or He wasn’t. So I think what you have to understand is that if Jesus wasn’t the Son of God, if He wasn’t who He claims to be, then we are fools and we are wasting our time. Like, this is not a good thing we are doing, it would be an absolute waste of time. But if it is true, then the only logical response is a complete submission of your life to the lordship of Jesus Christ. So, I’m afraid that sometimes we live in this no man’s land in between, but that’s not the place that we are called to. It is either yes or no, true or false. 

One of the other heresies that sabotaged the early church was pelagianism. It was a belief that salvation was the result of human effort without any need for divine grace. I think that this heresy continues to be one that subconsciously think that if they do more right than wrong, then I’m ok. The problem with that is it’s just not true. So let’s drill down on that one for just a moment. Let me describe what happens when a person puts their faith in Christ. In other words, the moment you raise a hand or pray a prayer or kneel beside a bed like I did when I was five, or this moment when internally you believe and you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, what happens in that moment? A lot of things happen in that moment. It sets off this spiritual chain reaction, if you will. In that moment, your name is written in the Lambs Book of Life. Did you know that heaven is by reservation only? There are no walk-ins. You’ve got to make a reservation in advance. The Lamb’s Book of Life is this reservation book, and the Bible says that when we put our faith in Christ, our name is written in that Book. Then not only that, we become part of a spiritual family and we are adopted by God, we become children of God. You need to know that God doesn’t have grandchildren, or nieces or nephews, He only has children. But the beautiful promise is, John 1 says: To as many as have received Him, to them He gave the power to become children of God. See, when we receive Christ and we are adopted into a spiritual family, we become children of God. In that moment, our sin is forgive and forgotten. If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, Psalm 1:8: If you confess your sin, He is faithful and just to forgive you your sin and to cleanse you from all unrighteousness. So our sin is forgiven and forgotten. Here’s one of my favorites, it’s in II Corinthians. And I think we read over it this week. I read over it and then I went back and why didn’t I just park there and really celebrate this. I think it is one of the most beautiful descriptions of what happens when we put our faith in Christ. II Corinthians 5:17

17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
You see how many times the word ‘reconciled’ is used, five times. What does that mean? Well it is defined in the very next verse, verse 21

21God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Are you ready for this? We are getting to the very heart of what I want to communicate. In a couple of weeks, we go to settlement on our house. We are moving about half a block away. We go into that settlement and some transactions will happen all at the same time. We will sign a couple of things and the old house is not ours anymore and the new house is ours. It’s done. It’s called a settlement. It’s almost like Jesus calls us to settlement, a spiritual settlement, if you will. Here are the terms that are on the table. God made Him who had no sin to become sin for us so that we could become the righteousness of God. It’s almost like Jesus says, ‘Alright, you take all of your sin, every debit, if you will, on your spiritual account, everything you’ve ever done wrong, and then we are going to transfer that to my account because I paid for that at Calvary.’ But that’s only half the gospel, because then we become the righteousness of God. How does that happen? Here’s the second half, Jesus says, ‘Now I'm going to take all of my righteousness as the sinless Son of God and transfer that to your account and we’re going to call it even.’  Wow!

My friends, that is why the gospel is called good news!  Here we are trying to work our way in. What we think is that if our credits are a little bit more than my debits, then I’m all right. The problem with that is this, James 2 says that whoever keeps the whole law yet stumbles at one point is guilty of breaking all of it. All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ. In other words, it’s not something we can earn. It is not something we can do, it is only something that can be done for us. How does that happen? Here’s the amazing thing – the transaction happens when we put our faith in Christ. This spiritual transaction happens.

Maybe you are here and you don’t get that. Do you get how bank transfers happen? You know what I’m saying? Or like, someone got me a Starbucks card not long ago, and it’s amazing. They will swipe it and I get a free drink! I really like this relationship! It is working out well. And if I run out, guess what? I can go in and put more on that card. I don’t get how that little magnetic strip works. It’s mysterious, and awesome. In that same sense, I don’t understand how this transaction happens. Are you kidding? I don’t get it. Part of me says I don’t deserve it. But the moment I put my faith in Christ, it’s almost like a wire transfer happens, a spiritual transaction where our sin transferred to his account and his righteousness is transferred to our account, and then we are in the faith because we are in Christ.

How does it happen? If you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved. It is that simple.

We need to come in for a landing. Examine yourself to make sure you are in the faith. Do you see what’s happening here? There is a personalization that’s happening. We like examining the person next to us, right? No, examine yourself. This is what I know in relation to my three children. The fact that their dad is a pastor, I pray that’s a blessing but that doesn’t get the deal done for them. They have got to personalize it. We all know a lot of people who are living off of second-hand knowledge, second-hand experience, but there has got to come a moment where we personalize it, we own it and it owns us. 

You know what I love about National Community Church? So many of you are what we call de-churched. Like, you grew up going to church, then you quit going to church because it wasn’t really your thing. Then you realized maybe it should be your thing, so you came back, but it wasn’t your parents’ faith, you had to own it for yourself. You had to personalize it and internalize it. And I need to tell you, it’s a life-long process. I’m still doing it. There has to come a moment where you own it. I think there is a lot of this going on. Obviously we are kind of low church tradition, and then there is high church with more liturgy and, here’s the thing, we are going to end by reciting the Apostle’s Creed this weekend. Try everything once, right? By the way, I’ve got to share this. It’s funny to me. I came across a study this week that said that churches founded before 1945 are more likely to recite creeds in worship; that’s not hugely shocking, but I love this one, researchers found an inverse proportion between churches that use creeds and those that have electric guitars in their bands. We are going to do both this weekend!  

I’ve been in some high church setting where I’m listening to the people reciting and I’m like, there’s no way you believe what you are saying. You don’t even understand what you are saying. There are times in the context of worship that I’m singing the words and some moment of reality, like if I really believed what I was singing, I would be prostrate on my face, weeping before God and worshipping his glory and his majesty. I’m not there yet because I’m still internalizing it. But here’s the deal, when we recite that creed at the end, it is not lip service. This is something people gave their lives for. This is something that what came out of the heresies is this is what we believe. But what I’m saying is, you can’t just recite someone else’s creed, you have to own it, you have to believe it, you have to personalize it. 

I really want to share this. I think this might be interesting in light of where we are and who we are at the church in Washington D.C. I found this and I think it models what I’m describing. Roger Sherman is the only founding father to sign all four of America’s founding documents. Some of you historians know that. The Articles of Association in 1774; Declaration of Independence in 1776; Articles of Confederation in 1778; and the U.S. Constitution in 1787. This is cool, some of you owe your jobs and your internships to Roger Sherman without even knowing it. He was instrumental in helping the conflicts between the big states and the small states, thereby creating two legislative bodies, the House and the Senate. So if it weren’t for him, probably only half of you would have jobs. For what it is worth, Roger Sherman is the one who seconded the famous motion by Benjamin Franklin on June 28th, 1787, that Congress be opened with prayer every day. What you might not know about Roger Sherman is that he was a theologian and his church asked him to put together the creed that they would adopt as a church and that they would recite together as a statement of belief. I think that is cool, but what I love is the way it models this owning or creating of a creed. Now that creed obviously needed to reflect the truth of what we believe, but it models the personalization of it. I don’t know, that’s a guy with a pretty impressive resume, pretty cool thing to have the Declaration of Independence on your resume, but is that his greatest accomplishment? It’s certainly not the most important thing he believed or said or did. Here’s was the creed:

I believe that there is one only living and true God, existing in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, the same in substance, equal in power and glory; that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are a revelation from God and a complete rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy Him.

As we close out the service this weekend, here’s what I’m going to ask, I want to give you an opportunity to proclaim your faith in Jesus Christ; to examine yourself and make sure you are in the faith. The way we are going to do it this weekend is a way that we’ve never done, ever. We are going to give you an opportunity to recite this creed. I think that’s a pretty cool way to affirm what you believe. What I’m going to ask is this – I’m going to ask that those of you who don’t believe it, if you are not at that place, if you are still on a journey, you are in the right place for that, but you’re not there yet, then I’m going to ask that you would remain quiet and not recite it because you don’t believe it, yet. Now, those of you that believe, even if for the first time this weekend, I believe it and I’m going to proclaim it. Can we do this at the very end at all of our locations?  Let’s not recite it in wimpy voices, like we half believe it. Can we actually say it in a way that it’s from here? I believe this and it’s changed my life.

Before we get there, we’re going to celebrate communion. So, I’m going to invite our ushers to come and we are going to have a moment of personal examination. I Corinthians 11 says: Examine yourselves before you come to the Lord’s table. And in keeping with what we celebrated this weekend, I think it makes a lot of sense to do that. So the ushers are going to from and make sure that anybody who wants a communion bag has one. You should have gotten one on the way in, but if you didn’t, we want to make sure you get one. So after I pray, they are going to serve you with those communion bags. Hang on to them and let’s capture these next few minutes, let’s examine our hearts as we prepare ourselves to celebrate communion together.

Father, we come to You right now and I pray that your Holy Spirit would give us spiritual discernment to see into our own hearts and our own minds. And Lord I pray for those that maybe have never really examined what they truly believe, some that maybe have held onto the belief that Jesus was just a good person; or maybe others who believe if they do more good than bad then they are alight, but I pray that the truth of your Scripture would confront them today and that they would bow the knee to Jesus Christ. Help us as we examine our hearts to see if there is any wicked way in us, anything that we need to confess, anything that we need to make right with You. And we thank You today that You made reconciliation possible because of what You did on the cross, and that today all of our sins can be wire transferred to the cross and all of your righteousness can be transferred to us and that we can be in right relationship with the very God who created us and redeemed us and has a wonderful plan and purpose for our lives. God thank You for those who are experiencing the miracle of salvation for the first time today. Lord for the rest of us who have experienced it before, may we re-experience it once again today, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

