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This weekend we continue our ‘Rituals’ series. We are talking about worship, and I thought who better to talk about worship with than our Worship Coordinator, Steph Modder. So we’re going to hang out here a bit, kinda behind the scenes, backstage. Let’s talk shop a little bit.

Mark:

We are talking about this ritual called worship, and I think for a lot of people, it’s like 15 minutes of singing on Sunday morning, but how do you view worship? Let us into your mind a little bit, as you think about worship, how do you approach it?

Steph:

I think that has been an evolution for me as well. I think I have always associated worship with musical worship, but I have realized in my growth and my relationship with Christ that it is way more than just musical worship. For me and for everybody who wants to worship God, it is not a Sunday morning or Saturday night experience. It is something that is a daily part of your life.

Mark:

So the preparation begins in that creative meeting on Tuesdays, brainstorming the message and the worship set. Where does it go from there?

Steph:

We brainstorm the set then we print our chord charts for my team, then we all come together and set up here in Ebenezers and we pray and talk about week, connect a little bit and then we get going. We start practicing the songs and doing our best to bring life to them and try to listen through those songs and get them in our hearts and in our spirits. We read the Scripture that we’re going to be focusing on that week. We try to prepare spiritually for coming and leading everybody in worship. The preparation part is key. Being ready and available for the Holy Spirit to lead us and everybody else into his presence.  

Mark:

Those things you have in your ear, is that just to look cool?

Steph:

We’re listening to the football game! Ha ha!

No, it is a monitor. 

Mark:

What do you hear in it?

Steph:

Myself, or the guitars, we get to choose what we want to hear.

Mark:

If I was listening to myself, that would be depressing. 

Steph:

It helps to stay in tune.

Mark:

Speak to us like a congregation. Like, what’s your heart for us? You are up there worshiping and as you look out at the congregation, what is your dream for us in terms of being worshippers?

Steph:

My dream for us as a church is to really have an encounter with God and to know that we can always have an encounter with God. We can know that his presence is there for the taking and that He descends when we seek Him and there is nothing that compares to those moments when you know beyond the shadow of a doubt that He is surrounding you and that He is working in you and He is loving on you and He is changing you and healing you. I just know that NCC has experienced those moments but there are so many more to be had. That’s my prayer, Lord, reveal yourself to us, show us where we need to be and how we can get into the most intimate of relationships with you, and know You, not just know about You, but know You, and that comes through spending time with Him.

Mark:

What is your funniest worship memory?

Steph:

We were in the small theater that was next to the grand. It is a smaller more intimate space, we were singing along and I see this lady in the back and she is just getting into it, loving on Jesus, and I’m like right on! Then she gets out of her seat and starts coming down the aisle towards us, the one center aisle coming right towards us, so I’m thinking maybe she just needs a little room to stretch out, and she keeps walking. There is about 5 feet between the end of the rows and us, and nobody is stopping her. She is flailing about, then she grabs a rubber band and looks straight at me and flings the rubber band at me and then saunters, air-guitaring back to her seat! I didn’t know what to do. I was trying not to start laughing!

Mark:

That was a moment in National Community Church history!  There you have it. Backstage with Steph Modder. Thanks Steph!

Mark:

Hey, I think it would be appropriate in light of what we’ve just seen, we’ve got some amazing band and worship leaders at each of our locations, can we just give it up for them?  You don’t think they just show up on Saturday night or Sunday morning and it just happens. I know you know that isn’t the case, but I think it’s so cool to get a little sneak peak into them practicing to do what they with excellence but praying because it is all about worshipping God. I’m so grateful for the way they lead us every week. 

We continue our series this weekend with the ritual of worship.  This week, I had a unique invitation to go on an air-to-air refueling mission with a handful of NCCers, so on Friday morning, I got up early and drove to Andrews Air Force base. I was in my first military briefing and at 0900, I got onto a KC135. I actually got to sit in the cockpit for take off. We flew up toward the Canadian border, and at about 21,000 feet, traveling at about 350 miles per hour, we re-fueled another aircraft that we about 40 feet below and just behind us. It was awesome! The whole experience was amazing, except the landing, but that’s another story. Cargo planes are not commercial planes! But for me, the highlight was this moment where we got to get down into the belly of the aircraft; and they are built in a way that there is a boom operator who, from that position, re-fuels. Envision a boat with a glass bottom, kinda of like that, in the back and in the belly of the aircraft are these windows and the equipment which is used for re-fueling. I’m sitting there, laying down next to the boom operator, and it was thrilling! I can’t describe it. It’s one thing to look out the horizontal window in the side of the plane, that’s pretty cool too, but to be laying and looking down vertically at rivers and lakes and mountains as you are flying over them, the vantage point was spectacular! It was amazing experience!

What does any of that have to do with worship? I think I got a fresh perspective on worship. In a sense, I would suggest that worship is the way we take off spiritually. In a sense, there is a re-fueling dimension to it. You cannot engage in worship and not feel re-fueled spiritually and emotionally. You can’t do it. I think worship is the way we get this 30,000 foot perspective, if you will.

So much of our lives is focused on horizontal circumstances, and worship is a way to get the big picture, to remind us of what is eternally important. 

I came across a letter that a college student wrote to her parents. She said, “Dear Mom and Dad, I have so much to tell you. Because of the fire in my dorm, set off by student riots, I experienced temporary lung damage and had to go to the hospital. While I was there, I feel in love with an orderly and we moved in together. I dropped out of school when I found out I was pregnant, and he got fired because of his drinking, so we are going to move to Alaska where we might get married after the birth of our baby. Your loving daughter. P.S. none of this really happened, but I did flunk my chemistry class and I wanted to keep it in perspective.”

Keeping things in perspective is this huge challenge that we face. I think what I’m trying to say is that we easily get focused on horizontal circumstances, and worship is the way we get God’s perspective on our lives. In a sense, it’s the way we zoom out and see the big picture. So, here’s what I want to do this weekend. This will be a little different. We’ve talked about Sabbath and communion and tithing and baptism and confession and the way we’ve approached this series is that we’ve done reverse engineering. We’ve tried to go back to the origin of some of these rituals that we practice. Why? Because we don’t want sacred rituals to become empty rituals. I want to do the opposite this weekend. Instead of looking back to the origin of worship, which by the way, Ezekiel 28, Isaiah 12 glimpses into time before time, you would have to go back to before the creation of humankind to see the first instances of worship. It was angelic worship, including a fallen angel named Lucifer. But we are not going to go there this weekend. What I want to do instead is look ahead. If you have a Bible, turn to Revelation Chapter 4, we’ll get there in a moment. What’s beautiful about the book of Revelation is that it gives us a sneak peak into what life will be like on the other side when we exit time and space, which are part of God’s creation, and enter another dimension of existence that the Bible describes as heaven, what you have in the book of Revelation is a description of that dimension and what it will be like. 

The Apostle John was exiled on the island of Patmos and it was on that island that he got a vision. He is an old man at this point. It is 95 A.D. this becomes the last book of the Bible and God gives John this amazing vision of what awaits him and what awaits us and we call it the book of Revelation.  I want to read this entire chapter, then we will go back and unpack it. You have to read it several times to get the nuances of what’s happening here. It is such a pictorial passage. I mean, if you want to close your eyes, that’s dangerous in those comfortable seats, but if you need to visualize it, go ahead and close your eyes. Revelation Chapter 4

After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this." At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. 

In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 
 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."

Let’s start unpacking this incredibly dense package. I’ve seen some amazing doors in my day. I like doors, they are interesting to me. A couple years ago, I was in London, went to Westminster Abbey, took a tour and we’ve got a picture for you, this is the oldest door in Britain. I thought it was cool. I thought about how many people over the centuries had walked in and out of that door. A year ago, I was in Germany, and this is the door where Luther posted 95 Thesis. The historic import of this door is hard to describe because it is where a reformation began, a rediscovery of faith alone, that we are justified by our faith in what Jesus Christ has done. Then, in case you care, this is a friend’s house, he is an author and professor and I was out there a couple months ago, and I don’t know if this picture does it justice, but it is a ship door. You can see by the lip on the bottom, you have to step over it, and I had to bend down to get through it. It’s a porthole, it was really neat. There was something about that door that was like entering another dimension. So, what I’m trying to do here is that doors are amazing, then I read this passage. After this, I looked and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And we just read it and go on to the next verse. But I’m thinking to myself, what does this door look like? What kind of door is this? What kind of portal are we talking about here? And not just the frame of the door, but what’s on the other side? This is incredible! We are talking about this threshold between these four dimensions of space time that we exist in and this eternity, this place called heaven on the other side, where you have the presence of God! This is an amazing door described in this passage. 

And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.

What I want to do is give us some pictures of worship this weekend. On the big scale, here’s what I’m talking about. When we worship the Lord here on earth, we are simply mirroring what is happening all the time in heaven. That is awesome to me. We are mirroring the 24 elders and the living creatures and millions of angels and every creature that is worship God, and we are mirroring that here on earth. So, worship is like, the door is open, the door has been opened, come in. It is this invitation to enter his presence. I think we take it for granted. We just show up and it’s what we do. But we are mirroring what is happening in heaven. It is an open invitation.

Like a lot of NCCers, I went to the U2 concert when it was here in September, I took Parker. A friend of mine gave us a backstage pass. That was really cool! We got to go backstage. I’m not overly impressed with people. I mean, maybe if I met Bret Farve in person, that might be unique, but I’m not overly impressed with people, but I think it might be cool to meet Bono backstage. I found out later that he did come backstage shortly after we left. But here’s what was cool about it for me. I wanted to go to the bathroom a dozen times because it was so cool flashing the pass! Backstage pass!  Let me through. I felt so important, not because of anything that I am, but because I have special access to a unique place. I think, on a human level, we can identify with that. But what I’m trying to do is paint a little picture here. Like, wow! Come in here. We have an invitation to enter into the presence of God. In the Old Testament, it was the high priest, who, one time a year, would go into the holy of holies. Then when Jesus was crucified, the curtain symbolically tore in the temple signifying the access we have. And I love the way Hebrews 4 describes it: we have a great High Priest, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess for we do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who was tempted in every way just as we are, yet without sin.  We sometimes stop there, but it’s the next verse: let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence so that we may receive mercy and grace to help us in our time of need.  I think what I’m trying to say is that worship is like this backstage pass.  

Here’s where I think it gets interesting.  I don’t want to pull more out of this passage than is here, but I don’t think I’m capable of doing that, so there’s just this little part that says, ‘I will show you.’ Did you catch that? Come up here and I will show you. This is just an observation, I think this is true biblically across the board and definitely true in my experience. There are some things that the Lord can only reveal in the context of worship. Or maybe a better way of saying it is that you have to be in the presence of God or you are going to miss what He is trying to communicate. I’ve found so many times in my life, the revelation that I needed, whether it is conviction of sin in my life or some kind of direction from God, or just a word from the Lord, 9 times out of 10, that happens in the presence of God, when with intentionality, I enter into his presence and spend some time there. That’s one reason why I love catacombs. By the way, I never go to catacombs without a writing utensil, because I know the Lord is going to speak something, through his Word, through a song, and I want to be ready to receive what God reveals, and it is in the context of worship that I think that happens. Let’s keep going, verse 2:

At once, I was into the Spirit.

How do you get into the Spirit? How do you get on that wavelength? How do you get on God’s frequency?  Well, it’s not that complicated. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, come into his courts with praise. It’s when we worship God that we begin to enter his presence and his spirit begins to fill us. Let me describe it this way because you have John going from this exile on Patmos, not very good circumstances, then the next moment, he is in a vision in a heavenly realm where God is revealing things to him, and at once he was in the Spirit. I mean, you’re not going to write a book of the Bible, but don’t tell me that’s just for John. There is an example that’s set here. When we come into worship, it’s like we get on a different wave length.

Maybe I can describe it this way. Two weekends ago I took Josiah hiking. We went to hike Billy Goat Trail up in Drake Falls. By the way, I was really nervous about him falling because it’s like jagged rocks and he is 7 years old, and I kept telling him not to get over-confident. Anybody want to guess who fell?  I kid you not, I got the biggest bruise I’ve ever had in my entire life. I thought I had broken my hip, but that’s another sermon. So, out at the trail, there is a boat and a system of locks, and you can take a boat ride, and I’m not going to do this justice because I don’t really know how to describe it, but you know what I’m talking about, a lock? There are different levels of water and the boat goes into the lock and then water is let into that lock so that the boat rises to the level of that next body of water. In a sense, can I suggest that worship is a lock system? It is a spiritual lock system whereby we get onto God’s frequency. If you’ve had the experience, you know exactly what I’m talking about and I feel a little bit hindered right now because if you haven’t, it’s really hard to describe it.

Here’s what’s so amazing. When you get into the context of worship and you really get into the presence of God unhindered, miracles will happen that you didn’t even ask for. And great things will happen spiritually that maybe you’ve been trying forever, then you get into the presence of God and it allows God to do something unique in your heart. There is a reason why we do worship before a message, typically speaking, because it is a lock system. It gets us on a level where we are prepared to hear the Word of God. Our hearts open up, our minds open up and we are ready to receive what the Lord wants to do in our life. Isn’t this interesting? That so often the gifts of the Spirit function in the context of worship? I feel like one of the gifts that God has given me is word of knowledge or word of wisdom. Sometimes I can’t explain where something comes from. I don’t think it is a human thought. The Spirit reveals to my spirit a word of knowledge that I can share with someone, and it almost always happens in the context of worship! Why? Because it is how you get into the Spirit, it’s how you get onto that plane and begin to function at that level.

At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder.

For such a spiritual passage, is this not an incredibly sensual description of what’s happening? You have all of these colors, like the colors of the rainbow, so it’s a visual thing. Then it’s an auditory thing. Have you ever heard a loud peal of thunder? That’s an awesome thing. 

One of my most memorable thunderstorms, if you’ve ever been caught in a thunderstorm, it is a scary but awesome experience, as long as you survive it. Long story short, we were on vacation with Laura’s family. The vacation house is about two miles from the Michigan sand dunes. We would walk down to the sand dunes, and on this occasion, we weren’t paying attention to the weather, and the most awesome storm starts coming across Lake Michigan. It was coming pretty fast. We were literally running, it felt a little childish, it felt like a movie, there was lightening all around us, and thunder that would make us shake and shiver. I think here’s what I’m trying to say, when we get into the presence of God as John describes it, the special effects we’ve seen in the movies and at concerts, nothing can even begin to describe what it will be like. Then, I love this other description, a sea of glass clear as crystal. I can’t do justice to any of this. As I was reading this, the first thing I thought of, we vacationed at Disney last summer and at Epcot, the light show! I liked it better than the fireworks at the Magic Kingdom. What made the whole thing so cool was it was over the lake in the middle of Epcot. You have to be there! It was so cool! It’s almost pathetic using that as an illustration for what we are going to experience. I think what I’m trying to get at is, have you ever had a moment where you can’t not worship? You can’t not worship. I’ve had a few of those moments, because for me, my spiritual temperament is more natural, I love God’s creation. It seems like most of my ‘can’t not worship’ moments happen not in a church service but somewhere else. I remember driving in a bus through the Andes Mountains, we on this mission trip and there was a cloud cover, we couldn’t see the top of the mountain, then eventually we drive through the cloud cover, and what was this cloud ceiling becomes a celestial carpet, and it was like we were on top of the world. We were, it was like 12,000 feet up, and I remember getting off the bus and I just clapped. I couldn’t not worship. I remember feeling a little funny but I had to do something, I can’t not worship.

This is going to be a ‘can’t not worship’ moment. We read theologically, every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Yes, there will be a recognition that Jesus is who He was, the Son of God. It will be an awesome moment when people will bow before his authority, before their Creator. I think it will be an act of the will, but I think it will also be a spontaneous, ‘I can’t not worship’ because it will be such an overwhelming moment, when you can’t not worship Him. What a moment that will be!

Let me make a quick little point here. I made this point a couple months ago, but I feel so strongly about it, I need to come back. If I were to say to you, what image comes to mind when you think of Jesus, what mental image? For me, Jesus with a lamb draped around his shoulders, and Jesus standing at a door knocking. And that’s because those were two paintings that my grandparents had at their house. Those are mental images that I have of Jesus. Would it be safe to say that the dominant image is Jesus hanging on a cross? I thank God for the cross. It’s the place where we find redemption. It’s where a sinless Son of God was sacrificed for our sins so that we can kneel at the foot of the cross and be forgiven and be in right relationship with God. So please do not take this the wrong way. Thank God for the cross, but Jesus is not hanging on the cross, He is seated on the throne, on a place of authority and power and glory and majesty, and I’m concerned that some of us have this mental image of Jesus hanging on the cross and we don’t get the authority that is ours by virtue of being in Christ as children of God because we don’t have this image of Revelation 4. He is seated on the throne above all things. Everything is his footstool. All things created by Him and for Him and when we come into worship, we are reminding ourselves that He is still on the throne. I don’t care what your circumstances are, He is still seated on the throne. If you get a big enough perspective, if you get an eternal perspective, it will change the way that you see everything. Everything revolves around the throne of God. Read through the book of Revelation, 24 elders around Him, living creatures around Him, you see how many times ‘around’ or ‘encircle’ is used. The only way to be at a place where our lives on earth mirror what is happening is heaven is for our lives to encircle the throne of God. It is all about his glory, it is about our lives counting for something more.

Let me try to break this down and get more practical. It says they were dressed in white robes. Did you pick that up?  Let me touch on that. I think the reason why many of us struggle in worship is because we come into a context of singing worship on a Sunday morning and we’ve done nothing to prepare our spirit for that moment, so we are not in that lock system yet. Then by the third song, we’re up there, and then – you may be seated.  It’s like we aren’t ready. So, let’s prepare our hearts and be ready to enter into his presence with singing and thanksgiving from the get-go. Here’s the thing, for many of us, we don’t feel worthy to worship. That’s because we are not. See, we think that worship is something that we do for God, it is not something we do for God, it is simple a reaction to what God has done for us. If we get that backwards, then we let what’s wrong with us keep us from worshipping what’s right with Him.

For the record, let me state this. Is God worthy to be praised?  Is He worthy to be praised? If I know anything, I know that. But we allow these feelings of unworthiness. And that’s not the issue, we’ve been dressed in white robes. Those white robes represent the righteousness of Christ. We don’t come into the presence of God with the things we’ve done right, we come into the presence of God by virtue of a backstage pass that we’ve been given because we’ve been forgiven by Christ. By virtue of that, we can come in.

It’s pretty cool that we did the confession ritual last week and worship this week, because that is it. You need to confess and get that place right and make sure those white robes are on. Then it is about responding to what God has done for us. Let’s keep going.

In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings.
This is where John is running out of cognitive categories for what he is experiencing. God doesn’t fit into the logical constraints of our left brain, so you hit a point when you are writing or when you are worshipping when it goes beyond an intellectual experience.

Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."

Worship is not just singing on Sunday morning. Whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God, I Corinthians 10:31. It doesn’t matter what you are doing. I was sitting down with Josiah this week, I think we were watching a football game and I was telling Josiah that no matter what he is doing, he can worship God, and I recited that verse. He happened to be eating candy and he said, “Can I worship God when I’m eating Skittles?”   Kids have a way of pushing you to your theological limit! I really don’t know the answer to that question. Gummy bears – absolutely! Skittles, I’m not so sure. The point is that worship is a motivation of the heart. It is doing what we do to glorify God. I sure hope that you don’t work for 40 hours a week, tell me that you do what you do in a way that you desire to honor God and that you are using your gifts to the best of your ability. That’s such a beautiful thing, when everything becomes an act of worship.

But I do want to talk about the singing component or musical component because it is here and it’s something that is part of Scripture and I feel like that the singing ritual we do in the context of our services is so important, why we do that and how we approach that. I grew up in a church where we sang out of hymnals. You too? I think the goal was to be as still as you could and sing in a moderate voice, then we’d close our hymnals. There was a choir up front that would lead us, they were robes but they weren’t white, they were green with sashes. I didn’t get that. Then we started going to a Pentecostal and it was so radically different. We walked in and I’m like, why are all these people raising their hands? Do they have questions? Id’ never been in an environment where that happened. Then there was one lady up front, every church has to have one. We called her the washer lady because she was always on spin cycle. She would spin around and the fact that she could maintain her equilibrium was a miracle! But I loved the expression, and I think in a humorous way, let me say a couple of things. The way you worship is going to be largely dependent upon the culture you grew up in and the personality that you have. If you have a more expressive personality, then more demonstrative praise songs, faster, clapping your hands, you get your grove on. Some of you are more introspective, and it’s when it slows down and you turn inward a little bit more. I think we’ve got to worship God in all those ways but what I want to communicate is, here’s what I would love. I would love for National Community Church to have a little bit more freedom in the way we worship. Why do I say that?  Because this is real, my friend. We need to put ourselves into this thing. It’s ok to break a sweat worshipping God. It is ok to lose your voice sometimes.  

It says that the 24 elders fall down. I love that because it’s like they just fall down, they cannot stay on their feet because they are so overwhelmed with the presence of God. I don’t have time to go to a lot of places, but two particular body postures you see throughout the Bible, one is the idea of kneeling, it is an act of humility. I kneel anytime I have the opportunity, whether it is praying or worshipping, I’ll often get down on my knees because it reminds me that I need to humble myself before my almighty Creator; and then raised hands are throughout Scripture, as a symbol of surrender. That may be a little bit weird to you but I’m just saying that I see body language involved when they are worshipping God and what we want to communicate is that that’s ok.  We want you to feel freedom in worship. I think it is something you grow into. It doesn’t make your worship any more meaningful, I think we are just saying, sing a new song to the Lord. God doesn’t want to be worshipped just out of left-brain memory, He wants to be worshipped out of right brain imagination. That’s why we introduce new songs and sing new songs because it stimulates our right brain in a new way. When you love someone, you need to find new language to communicate it to them. So find new ways of worshipping God.

Here’s the only thing, as long as it isn’t a distraction to someone around you, and there is a fine line there. We want you to feel freedom but don’t get in a place where you become a side show. That can happen. When that happens, we’ve dealt with it. I’ve very kindly taken people aside. In those cases, if what you are doing is taking attention off of God, doesn’t that seem like it crosses the line. So, I’m saying, let’s have freedom as we worship God but let’s do it in a way that doesn’t hurt anybody else’s worship experience.

I’m going to wrap this up. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 
 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.

Simply put, worship is ‘worth-ship.’ It is ascribing supreme value to God. One of my favorite definitions is ‘bragging about God to God.’ It is giving credit where credit is due. It is saying thank you. You have been invited into a creation chorus, if you will. God is not only surrounded by not-stop singing, that’s what is happening in Revelation 4, but He created everything with the capacity to sing. Not just you and me. 

I don’t have time to go into depth but let me try to give you the two-minute version. Arnold Summerfield, a German physicist and accomplished pianist once said, “The hydrogen atom emits over 100 frequencies, which means that musically speaking, the hydrogen atoms produce more complicated music than a grand piano which emits 88 frequency. What we are talking about here is not just a meadowlark that has a range of 300 notes or a nightingale finch has 24 different songs or whale songs that can travel 4,000 miles under water. According to Lewis Thomas, if we had better hearing and could discern the singing of seabirds and the rhythmic symphony of schools of mollusks, or even the distance harmonic of flies hanging over meadows in the sun, the combined sound might lift us off of our feet.  Now juxtapose that with Psalm 98, shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music, let the seas resound and everything in it, the world and all who live in it, let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy. Maybe Psalm 98 isn’t just good poetry, maybe it is good science, maybe it is not just figurative, maybe it is actually literal. Pythagoras said a stone is frozen music. Jesus Himself said if we fail to praise Him, the stones will cry out. Physicists have discovered that the electron shell of the carbon atom follows the law of harmonics producing the tone scale of C D E F G A. The hexachord is a Gregorian chant following the same exact scale. In the words of Leonard Sweet, could it be that all carbon-based life is actually built on the Gregorian chant.  

When God created you, He created you to be an unrepeatable, irreplaceable song. You don’t have an atom in your body that isn’t singing a song. Every one of your cells vibrate. Here’s what I’m saying, there is an eternal chorus going on, a creation chorus going on. God created everything with the capacity to worship Him. It is what we are wired to do, it is what we are created to do, and no one else can take your part. This is awesome.

Here’s the application. No one can worship for you or like you. No one can worship for you, no one can take your place. It is possible that that’s why God created each one of us with a unique voiceprint. Simply, uniquely give praise to our Creator. Let’s pray.

Father, help us right now. Help us to be worshippers. When we sing songs together, we do not want to go through the motions, we don’t want to lip sync a bunch of words that we aren’t even thinking about. God help us to think about what we are singing. God help us continue to grow in our freedom to worship you, that our lives would be a better reflection of what’s happening in Revelation 4, that our lives would revolve around your throne, that we would enter into your presence and worship You in a way that mirrors what is happening in heaven right now. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

