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(Mark)
Hello!  Let me welcome everybody at all five of our locations.  I’m excited about this series! This weekend we kick off a series called “Influence” and we’ve got some special guests that are going to be with us at National Community Church over the next couple of weeks. But I’ve been anticipating this weekend for a long time. I was thinking to myself that this would be a weekend where you would be very disappointed to hear your pastor preach! I don’t take that personally! I would be disappointed.  Shaun Alexander is impressive on a lot of different levels. I’m a football fan, but even those who are not fans of the Seattle Seahawks or the Redskins, you can still admire him. NFL MVP. But what’s most impressive about Shaun Alexander is that he’s got a huge heart for Christ.
It was several weeks ago, we had the opportunity to sit down over a meal, and when we were talking, I was like, we need Shaun to come and share with our church family. So this weekend, Shaun is part of our church family and you are in for a treat.  This guy is a preacher in a football player’s body. So give a huge NCC welcome to Shaun Alexander.
(Shaun)
Wow! Five locations, pretty sweet.  When I was thinking about speaking here and asking God what He wanted me to share about, God gave me some awesome things to talk about, so I’m really excited. I lived in Seattle, now I live here, in Ashburn, Virginia. My wife is at home with my three beautiful daughters, Heaven, Trinity and Eden, who are 5, 3 and 1, actually Eden just turned 2.  And now my bouncing baby boy has just been born, he is 45 days old. It’s real exciting having a man-child! That boy is so anointed.  I’m really excited about this weekend, not only being here and being part of NCC but also, my father came to town, my dad is here, so it’s really cool.
In February of this year, I was sitting in my office at my house, praying, and God told me that I was going to go speak in nine cities, and in these nine cities, you’re going to bring the thirteen boys you disciple the most. And I believe in discipling.  God anoints every person but sometimes I believe He sends it through another man to teach you, so God gave me 13 young men to teach and one of them is here too, he came up here from Austin, Texas, Trevor. And what’s really cool is that usually when I show up to places to speak, I give my little brothers, I call them my little brothers, I give them the books and CDs to give away, ya know, so they could find wives, but Trevor is one of the last ones who is engaged and getting married July 3rd, so I’m happy that we’ll be able to give some stuff away at the end of each service. I’m happy to be here.
I’ll start with this – who likes multiple choice questions? Turn to Deuteronomy 30:19. It’s the greatest multiple choice question ever. Ready?
19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life. 
Isn’t that amazing! Who loves it when your teacher gives you a multiple choice question and then gives you the answer? Here, God is so good, He gives a multiple choice question – life or death, life or death, blessings or curses. He is like, “Choose life!”  I think every day, people need to read Deuteronomy 30:11-20.  It’s just a couple of multiple choice questions. I want to talk about this one. Let’s pray.
God, I thank You for this place. I thank You for how good you are. I thank You because You are so real. I thank You for the anointing that you have on this building and Pastor Mark and this whole family of Christ, God, I just that we walk in it in a mighty way and bring truth to everything and that we bring light to darkness. May You be glorified and may we choose life. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Romans 10:9-10
9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.
I mentor a lot of young men all across this country, and one of the questions that usually gets asked is, “Shaun, how do you really get saved?”  And I’m like, there are only two things you gotta do, you gotta confess and you gotta believe. Confess and believe.  I wrote down some thoughts about confessing and believing.  Confession is to admit or acknowledge; to believe is to trust or have a conviction about.  A belief is what motivates all your actions. You can always tell what a person believes in by what they are doing.  I remember when I was a freshman in college, I went to the greatest university of all time, the University of Alabama, not everybody else has 12 national championships like us, don’t hate that. That’s more than anybody else. Roll Tide!  I remember one of my friends, he was big and bad, not scared of anything. We were freshmen, we were bad, not scared of anything. I said, “What about dogs?”  He said, “No, I ain’t scared of dogs, I ain’t scared of nothing!”   We were walking through the mall parking lot, it was hot, the windows were half rolled down, ya know, cars sweat in Alabama, and all of a sudden, we heard this loud barking, and my friend let out this scream, and he jumped, it was so embarrassing.  He was so embarrassed because his words weren’t matching up with his actions. So, I think there is a lot to knowing what you’re saying and actually knowing what you’re believing, and to really be saved, you’ve got to have both. Confession and belief.
Y’all ready for some Scriptures?  Matthew 22:1-14, it’s about a wedding banquet. 
1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2"The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  4"Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.'  5"But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.  8"Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.' 10So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
I want to point out here that he invited good and bad. Our society is good and bad and this is about the kingdom of heaven and he says to bring everybody, even those they call good or bad, because our society, what we called good for television 40 years ago would be cheesy now, and what we called bad for television 40 years ago, we wouldn’t even blink at now. So let’s go ahead and get good and bad out of the way, because when we’re talking about the kingdom, it’s way deeper than that.
 11"But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 
So here we have a situation where the wedding is there, and back then, when you invited people to a wedding, you gave them what they were going to wear. You know what you are going to wear because the king gives it to you before you come. So the king shows up and he says:
12'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless. 
Why was he speechless? Because he knew what he was supposed to wear.  This guy, he made a confession by even showing up. He said, ‘ya know what? I want to go to this party.’  Then he even made another confession, ‘I want to be at this party.’  But the problem is, his actions did not line up with his confession, because if he really wanted to be there, he would have worn the right clothes. And this is how it is with salvation. There is a confession that people make who want to be with Jesus, but the actions come too, wearing the right clothes.  What’s the right clothes? Love, walking in righteousness, walking in purity and holiness. These are the clothes that God says, “Hey come walk on this earth in my party, but make sure you’ve got the right clothes on.”  The question is – do we really want life? Are we going to wear the clothes that God tells us to wear?
I wrote down another thing about verse 12.  He said “Friend.”  You always think, why did He call me friend?  Jesus said, “I no longer call you servant, I call you friend, because a friend knows the Father’s business.”  Isn’t this amazing?  Once you have a little bit of knowledge, you know the Father’s business and He is going to call you friend, He is going to expect a lifestyle out of you that is going to be a little bit different than everybody else. But what happens, because his actions didn’t match his confession, verse 13 is really sad.
 13"Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  
I don’t want that. That sounds rough. But the truth is – confession without believing, without true actions, never works.
Let’s go to Mark 12:28-34
28One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" 29"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.30Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'31The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these." 

It’s really cool, with my oldest two daughters, every day, we say, “Who do we love?”  And we always say the same thing, “We love God and we love people.”  Isn’t it that simple? I add another one, we hate sin. I throw that in just in case, down the road, they run into that sin monster, they can say, “We aren’t suppose to like you!”  But everything is really wrapped into two things, loving God and loving people.
 32"Well said, teacher," the man replied. "You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 

Now, here it is, you have this brilliant man. It said in the beginning that he was a teacher, he taught the others, he was a great thinker.  Kids were smart back then, they knew the Bible and everybody had a little bit of understanding about what the Bible said, so for him to be a teacher, he had to be strong in his knowledge.  So, people asked a question, and Jesus gave the answer. Who thinks He is going to be wrong? Jesus gives the answer and then the guy is like, “Oh, good answer, Jesus!”  It’s amazing but it just lets you know that this guy knows his stuff.  
Here’s where it becomes a little different.
33To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices." 

This is what I wrote down. Sometimes, even smart people and even people who know Jesus, we get caught up in this doing things for God, and not really loving God, just working for God or doing things that look good, but doing it with all your heart?  I always want to challenge people that we don’t become, especially if you are a believer, that you don’t become what I call churchy.  You don’t do the sacrifices and you’re not being obedient. To love God with all your heart, all your mind, all your soul, see, you just kind of do things that are churchy but that’s not the goal. It says obedience is better than sacrifice, that’s what He is saying.
I wrote down this Scripture. Matthew 15:8-9
8 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.’ 
 
My dad is here so I can’t say that I did that. There would be times when it was time to take out the garbage and Dad would say, “Whose turn is it?”  And I didn’t tell y’all this but my dad was married before and I’ve got four older brothers, I’m the best looking. So whenever it got down to my turn to take out the garbage, I’d be like, ‘oh man, thanks Mom, I love doing the garbage!’  I was honoring with my lips but my heart was far from it.  And that is what God is saying. There are some people who say it, then blow it off. And those people, well, that’s just dangerous.  I’m going to continue with this because verse 34 is the capper of all cappers. 
 34When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, "You are not far from the kingdom of God."

When I first read that, I was freaked out. Oh my goodness! Because usually most people confess, but their actions aren’t really showing true belief, but here you have a man whose actions match. He is saying, ‘I’m not going to be one of those guys who say it but don’t do it, I’m a real believer.’  He does the things right, but forgot the first part, confess Jesus as Lord. He is talking to the Man!  He is saying he believes but he hasn’t made the most important step after you decide to believe, and that is to make a true confession that there was a man named Jesus who walked on this earth; there was a teenager being homeschooled by him momma and working for his daddy named Joseph.  Then He turned 30 and had to walk three years performing miracles and walking the walk and talking the talk. And here you have a man who believed but didn’t confess. We had earlier, people at the banquet party confessing but not believing.  True salvation, you have to do two things – you gotta confess that Jesus is Lord, and then you gotta believe and your actions have got to match what you’re confessing. He said, “You are not far from the kingdom.”  When you’re not far, you’re not there. It’s freaky. I love Scripture.  

I know several good people, people who do amazing things, and I love that they are nice, and I know some wealthy people. I mean, you want to get water into a city that needs water, go ask them, they will fund a whole city. Good people doing good deeds, but there is a reality. Good deeds burn fast in front of the presence of the Lord. They burn. And the problem is – so do good people.  If you don’t have the real confession and you don’t have real belief, it ain’t good enough.  You must confess Jesus as Lord. Even as this wise, brilliant man who studied the Bible and knew the Scriptures from a young age, was trying to correct Jesus. John 14:6 Jesus says, “I am the Way, I am the Truth, I am the Life.”  Jesus said it from the beginning, “You have to confess Me.”

I’ll end with this.  Hosea 4:6

6 My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. 

I’m always pushing people, my little brothers, the people I mentor, everywhere I go, just trying to push them to knowledge, because I can’t make decisions for them, I can’t make them confess and believe, I can’t make them live righteous or pure. I hope they do, but one thing you can do is give people some real knowledge, let them know what the Scriptures really say and then say, “Ok, now you choose.”  It comes right back to that multiple choice. You choose.  The Scripture says people are going to be destroyed from a lack of knowledge. And I remember, when teaching boys, the questions comes up, what is your weakness, what is your flaw, what is your one sin? And I always have to say that that is a lie from hell. Satan is a liar.  You are not supposed to have one sin.  Turn to James 2:10
10For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who said, "Do not commit adultery," also said, "Do not murder." If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.
It is amazing how Satan will try to let you feel like you can hold onto just one sin that’s really not that bad of a sin, like a lie or a cheat on a test, a make-out session with a girlfriend, maybe not all the way but just a little, one sin makes you a lawbreaker.  And if you can break laws, then you don’t really believe. But the cool thing is, God is so good, He’s like, there’s no such thing as coincidence, so I’ll bring people into your life to let you see this. One sin can cost you everything.
I’ve got a brother in the Army. He is the second oldest and he would say he is the second best looking. Ronnie, he is an E8 in the Army. I asked him what he does, and his job is to take the bullets and the food to the troops and then get back. I was like, ‘Man, you ain’t really doing much over there.’ I wanted my brother to be like Rambo.  He said, “You know how the South really lost the Civil War?” He said, “The Commander of the North burnt all the crops, all through Georgia and part of Tennessee, so pretty soon the South ran out of food, they lost.”  Then I was like, “Oh, you are kind of important then!”  And when I think about my brother and stories he has told me about being in the war and how he has to be so pinpoint accurate where he is going and what he is doing, he says if he is one degree off and if he misses the troops, if I miss getting the bullets to the soldiers, it could cost us the war.”  Can you imagine that?  One degree off from where he starts could cost us the whole war. And I wonder if we are like that. God has put us in charge of many different things and we have these multiple choice questions that He already gave us the answer to, and if we get one degree off, it’s going to cost the whole thing.
I say that for us that know God, let’s make some real decisions, and for those who don’t, let’s find out. Let’s find the Truth and make a way of confessing and believing.  I want to pray for some people. I want everybody to bow your heads.  I was talking earlier about just one degree and I think about airplane flights. Imagine flying from Seattle to D.C. and being one degree off, I’d be in Canada. There are some people deep down inside, they are just one degree off on something, and I really feel like I need to pray for that person.  Like, ya know, my direction in fullness is not as tight as it needs to be. It’s that simple. So even as I look at you and you hear my voice, if you are a person who says – I need to refocus my direction, I need to get my point of aim focused again, I want you to raise your hand. Thank You Jesus.
God I thank You for my brothers and sisters who have raised their hands. God You know where they are and what they need. God, they have made a confession that they need to tighten this thing up. God I pray that You give them strength, give them knowledge, give them an understanding of what You want them to do and give them the boldness to do it, may they glorify You, in Jesus’ Name.
Keep your heads down and eyes closed, I’ve got one more question, and really it is the only question that ever matters. I was in Seattle a couple months ago and one of the boys I mentor came over with one of his friends from college and said, “Hey, I go to this church.”  And I said, “I’ve never heard of it, who is the pastor?”  He said, “I don’t know.”  And I was like – you’ve got 80 years of life and then you’re going to die and you have to answer one question from God, and the person who is helping you answer that one question, you don’t even know his name?”  It always comes back to this one simple question we have to answer – Jesus, You are my Lord, I confess it and I believe it.  Does He know you?
I think of when fans come up to me and say things like, ‘Shaun, I watched every game, I saw every interview, I saw your TV show, I’ve read your books, I feel like I know you.’ I say thanks but they really don’t know me unless I let them in. And sometimes I know Jesus is up in heaven doing his Jesus thing and looking at us saying, ‘Hey, I watched you when you were good, I watched you when you were bad, I watched you when you were holy, I watching you when you were fighting, I watched you when you were walking like a champ for  Christ, I watched you in the ups and downs, I feel like I know you,’  but we have the same answer, Jesus you don’t really know me until I let You in.
So my question is this, the real question, if you haven’t really let Jesus in, if you haven’t really confessed that you know Jesus is real and you believe with everything and your actions show it, if you haven’t confessed and believed, if you haven’t done the real thing, when I count to two, I want you to stick your hand up, because I would hate for some wild driver to come and hit you one day, and I don’t want to scare anybody but when you get up to the throne and God doesn’t see your name in this book. We crack jokes about it but it’s too late to laugh then. So my question is this – if you haven’t made the real decision to confess Jesus as your Lord and Savior, if you haven’t started walking this path, raise your hand. Amen.  Now, those who stuck your hands up, I want you to look at me. I’m going to pray, and after this is over, I want you to go tell somebody that you know loves Jesus, who has already confessed and believed, I want you to tell them what you’ve done.
Heavenly Father, I thank You for my brothers and sisters who have just confessed You to be their Lord and Savior, who believe that You died on the cross and rose again. God I thank You for them, may they find disciples, may they find a real intimate relationship with You God and may they grow like crazy and may their lifestyles confess that You are Lord. Bless them, bless this church, in the Name of Jesus, Amen.
